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Let me first congratulate you for choosing to study mass
communication. | want to state right away that MAC 113: History of
Nigerian mass Media is indispensable at this early stage. The reason is
simple. It will guide and reveal to you the events, personalities and factors
that preceded and surrounded the emergence of the press in Nigeria.

In this course, you will come across some popular Nigerian men who
laid strong foundation for the establishment and development of the mass
media in the country.

You will also learn how some personalities sacrificed their time,
money and pleasure to innovate media measures in order to fight
colonialism.

If you carefully read the course material, you will realize that
colonialism gave birth to Nationalism, while Nationalism and Journalism
because easy bed fellows.

As a rule, proper attention must be given to this course, if you must
enjoy and benefit from it. This will help you to understand the types, nature
and characteristics of the media that historically set the pace for other
media in Nigeria.

WHAT YOU WILL LEARN FROM THE COURSE:

It is important to note that all the Nations of the world have peculiar
experiences regarding the growth of the media. For this reason, this
course simply presents the history of the mass media; the Nigerian
experience. The modules in this course will look at the inception and
development of various Newspapers from the nineteen century to the past-
independence era. You will be drawn to major Newspapers as well as the
proprietors whose ideas shaped the policies of those media.

COURSE AIMS

(1) Explain the concept of the mass media
(2) Discuss different types of the mass media and their inter-
relationships.



(3) Present various Newspapers, their achievements, challenges,
constraints and extent of circulation

(4) Discuss the contributions of some notable Nationalists and
professionals to the development of the mass media.

(5) X-ray in detail the incidence and expansion of the broadcast
media as well as the political factors that determined their
establishment.

COURSE OBJECTIVES

At the end of this course, you should be able to
(1) Define the mass media and identify the types of mass media
(2) Mention the Newspapers in the pre-colonial and post colonial
era.
(3) List major contributors to the development of the mass media in

Nigeria

(4) Recognize the role played by non-Nigerians
(5) Discuss how Nationalists and politicians used the mass media
to frustrate colonialism and pursue the emergence of a new
and liberated Nigeria.

WORKING THROUGH THE COURSE

You will achieve much in this course if you devote time to the study

of this course guide. The reason is obvious and simple. The course guide
provides you the content and extent of the course. It acts as a window to
the course proper.

Please always endeavour to use jotters in order to write out any task

you may require explanations on.

COURSE MATERIALS

agrnE

Course guide

Study units

Textbooks

Assignment File
Presentation schedules



STUDY UNITS

MAC 113 is a 2 unit 100 level course. This course has four modules.

The first module contains three units while modules two, three and four
contain four units. There are therefore fifteen units to be red and

internalized. Below are the four modules in the course.

MODULE 1: INTRODUCTION
Unit 1: Meaning and scope of Mass Media
Unit 2: Antecedents to Modern Mass Media

Unit 3: Functions of the Mass Media.

MODULE 2: MEDIA EVOLUTION IN NIGERIA

Unit 1: Contributions of Henry Townsend

Unit 2: Other contributors to Media Evolution in Nigeria

Unit 3: Advancement of Newspapers in Nigeria : the weekly Record.

Unit 4: Press Freedom

MODULE 3: COLONIAL NEWSPAPERS

Unit 1: The Birth of Nigerian Newspapers. Zik and the West African Pilot
Unit 2:  Awolowo and the Tribune

Unit 3:  The Daily Times

Unit 4:  The Expansion of Newspapers in the East and North

MODULE 4: POST COLONIAL MEDIA
Unit 1: The post Independence Media in Nigeria
Unit 2:  Evolution of Radio/Television Broadcasting

Unit 3:  News Agency of Nigeria



Unit 4: Deregulation of Broadcast Media in Nigeria.

From the foregoing, it has been disclosed that the first two modules
contain three units each while the last two modules contain four units each.
The unit has introduction, objectives, and main contain. It has also, at the
end of each unit, self Assessment Exercises (SAES). There are also Tutor-
Marked Assignments (TMA) which you must work on and submit for
grading.

TEXTBOOKS AND REFERENCES

In studying this course, there is need to consult books that may be
relevant to the subject. | have listed some textbook and also provided
some relevant information that will help you to understand this course
without stress.

You must commit your time to this course as much as possible so as
to read through these books to position yourself to attempt the exercises.

ASSESSMENT

The assessment for this course comes in two ways. The self
Assessment Exercise (SAEs) and the Tutor-marked Assessments (TMAS)
guestions.

The SAEs are for you to determine how far you have understood what
you have read. This type will not be submitted. The TMAs are for you to
work on and submit because it is 30% of your total assessment. It must be
submitted for marking.

TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENTS

Tutor-marked assignments are made available at the end of every
unit. It is important that you answer all the questions, since it will be
marked and added to your total score.



Note that this course Guide contains No TMAS. Always make sure you put
your answers in assignment file that you have.

FINAL EXAMINATION AND GRADING

Three hours are allotted to tackle the questions in MAC 113 during
final examinations and it carries 70% of the total course grade. Try as
much as possible to revise the entire course so as to be able to answer
examination questions.

The questions will reflect the TMAs and the SAEs which you have
already worked on.

WHAT YOU WILL NEED FOR THE COURSE
A better way to enjoy this course is to go through the entire module as
many times as possible. This will assist you to commit salient issues to
memory.
It is advisable that you visit libraries regularly for reading and
research.

FACILITATORS/TUTORS AD TUTORIALS

The period devoted to the course will be 15 hours. The dates and
location for tutorials will be given to you including name and telephone
number of your tutors. The tutor will correct and grade your assignment
while monitoring your progress.

Always submit your TMAs promptly and also feel free to contact your
tutor any time you encounter any difficulty with your SAE. Lastly, prepare
for classes well and try to be punctual. You should come with questions for
your tutor to answer. Your participation in class discussions will determine
how much you understand the course and succeed in examinations.

SUMMARY

This Course Guide is a window to MAC 113: History of Nigerian Mass
Media. It helps to prepare the student for the course. It furnishes you with
the information that will remove all the obstacles to understanding this
course.



CONCLUSION
It is important that the student understands the historical background

of the Mass Media in Nigeria to equip him with the necessary information
to function as a journalist.

All the newspapers and their proprietors discussed give us some insights
into what to expect while practicing the profession, | wish you success in

MAC 113 and the entire programme.
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MODULE ONE

UNIT 1: Meaning and Scope of Mass Media
UNIT 2: Antecedents to Modern Mass Medi
UNIT 3: Functions of the Mass Media

UNIT 1: MEANING AND SCOPE OF MASS MEDIA

CONTENTS:

1:0 Introduction
2:0 Objectives
3:0 Main Content

3:1: Definition of Mass Media

3:2 Types of Mass Media

3:3 Communication Media

3:4 Mass Media and socialization

4:0 Conclusion

5:0 Summary

6:0 Tutor-Marked Assignments
7:0 References/Further Readings
1:0 INTRODUCTION

The mass media have been around us for many cesitamd affect every asp
of our daily lives. At times, most of the mass naedsers are the captive audience.
The issues in this unit will discuss the meanind gpes of communication media a
socialization.
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2:0 OBJECTIVES

It is hoped that by the end of this unit, you skidog able to
O Define Mass Media

O Discuss the different types of Mass Comroaition

n Mass communication Media and media andadaation.
3:0 MAIN CONTENT
3:1 DEFINITION OF MASS MEDIA

In a nutshell, the term mass media simply transltdethe modern means
giving news, opinion, education, entertainment agdndasetting to large numbers
people, especially through radio, television, neapsrs, magazines and films.

According to Joseph Dominick (2009:36),n@edium is the channel throu
which a message travels from the source to thawecémedium” as singular, medi
is plural).

When we talk about mass communication, we also ohadnels to carry the mess:
So, mass media are the channels used for mass commanicghe definition of ma:
media will not only include the mechanical devitleat transmit and sometimes st
the message (TV cameras, radio microphones, pyiptiasses) but also the instituti
thatuse these machines to transmit messages. “A Megliclé is a single compone

of the mass media, such as a newspaper, radiorstalv network, or magazine.

15



3:2 TYPES OF MASS MEDIA

There are basically eight different massdm: Radio, television, film, bool
sound recordings, newspapers, magazines and #mment Of course, these eight
not the only mass media that exist. Others arédallds, comic books, posters, di
mail, matchbooks and buttons. These eight indted above have the larg
audiences, employ the most people and have théegtempact. People are also n

familiar with these media.

3:3 MASS COMMUNICATION MEDIA

For us to understand the mass communicatiedia, it is importanto look at th
meaning of mass communicatiot has been viewed as a process in w
“professional” communicators use media to dissetmin@essages widely and rapidthy
large and diverse audiences in attempt to influ¢nem in a variety of ways.

There is need to define which forms of communicastould be considered

vehicles of mass media.

Components of Mass Communication

From the definition, talking on the phone is notoam of mass communicati
because the audience is nogkmland diverse; usually there is only one persaaal
end of the line. Similarly, any situation in whitife performers and audience can
each other directly-in a theater or church, attspewents or paradés not example of
mediated communication.

The major mass communication media or agencies assncommunicatic
therefore are print which comprise books, Magazihesvspapers, Fliers, News/lett:
diaries, calendars, brochures, billboards, andepestmong other) and Broadcast raedi

(Radio and Television.

16



3:4 MASS MEDIA AND SOCILIZATION

At times, the media consciously attempt to inciceadlues and behaviour in
audience. The radio and television usually porirayocial responsibility adverts
announcements ¢hdangers of alcohol and over speeding. Recerntlygrisements ¢
cigarettes remind smokers that they were liabieo

Mass media can also transmit values by enforcimgjabnorms. People who me
unguarded or tribalistic comments ovbe radio are usually sanctioned, suspend
even sacked.

Joseph Dominick (2009:36) opined that “of all thass media, television proba
has the greatest potential for socialization. By tiime an individual is eighteen he
she will have gent more time watching television than an any Isiragtivity excef

sleep”.

4:0 CONCLUSION

We have explained that the mass media are the elmarthrough whic
professional communicators reach their target auwog® The mass media agesc
enhance socialization, convergence and controis through the mass medithat

cultural interactions succeed.

5.0 SUMMARY
In this unit, we have dealt with the meaning amapgscof mass media by exami

the types, mass communication media and mass rardiaocialization.

6: TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENTS
(1) What is mass media?
(2) Mention the major types of media

(3) List five components of print medium

17
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MODULE 1

UNIT 2: ANTECEDENTS OF MODERN MASS MEDIA

CONTENTS

1:0 Introduction

2.0 Objectives

3:0 Main Content
31 Informal Transference Media
3:2 Formal Transference Media
3:3 Adjuncts of the Mass Media
3:4 Mass Media Symbiosis

4:0 Conclusion

5:0 Summary

6:0 Tutor- marked Assignments

7.0 References/Further Readings

1.0 INTRODUCTION

The mass media do not exist or operate in isolafitl®e modern mass media evol

from the content of the public traditional communmat These traditional media

public communication may be conveniently classifiedo two groups: the Or

communication or informal transference media arel dhganized common or forn

transference media. This unit will also examine smasdia symbiosis and Adjuncts.
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2:0 OBJECTIVES
It is expected that by the end of this unit, yoawdd be able to

O Discuss contents of the traditional medipublic communication.
O Explain informal transference media

0 Describe Adjuncts of the mass media

O Define mass media symbiosis.

3:0 MAIN CONTENT

3:1 INFORMAL TRANSFERENCE MEDIA

The media in this group operate through informaidtaot between individuals a
persons and essentially do not go beyond the aitionl or dissemination of rumot
and “un official” information.

In this category, the primary example is familyisit. The African social organizati
characterized by a strong sense of kingship, contgnand neighbourliness nature
increase the scope of news circulated in this way.

It was common then, as now, to visit relasi and friends in their homes, eat f
the same pot and exchange the latest informa@onthe contrary, it was manifeste«
a much wider sphere, in, for example, the attitiadeslatives in other communities ¢
the relatively harmonious relationshygtween people in one community and thot
another.

The extent of those activities and connections givae idea of the scope of ne
circulation in indigenous society by informal cartteExchange of information was a
promoted by means ahe organized and spontaneous gatherings whichfagnlg
frequent in the African society.

Death and burial ceremonies always attracted laageregations which oft
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included participants from neighbouring or distaptaces. These ceremor
chaacterized by weeping and wailing had interveningriqgadls where gossipir
storytelling and general exchange of informatiooktplace.

Dissemination of unofficial information also chaexized village festival
Marriage and circumcision feastsblic meetings, and trials, propitiatory assens;
open quarrels and disputes and several other aggregvents which characterized
African way of life are also avenues for informal informati¢m.this respect, mentic
must be made of the popular moonlight gatheringslwwvere dominated by folktales.
Although anyone could be a folkteller, some werghhy proficient in the art. The
knew what was interesting to an audience and haeéyarfor the exciting and tt
sensational. They could be seen as perhaps thatypes of the modern news reporter.

Another prototype of the modern reporter was thequarade. Although it w
essentially an impersonation of ancestors, the oe@ade in some societies, like
Igbo, emerged in the night tgossip and expose scandals like a modern ¢
columnist.

Also, most communities had markets whichea®tonly centres of trade but a
principle means omost convenient forum to meet friends and kinsmearhange new
and gossip.

Saone markets were also the terminal points of ona aiéh one another and w
foreign lands and civilizations.

The caravans which plied these routes helped taldige information. They gather
and “relayed” news as they passed from place toeplaanmunicating with fellov

traders and collecting information on resources@ogdpects of trade.

3:2 FORMAL TRANSFERENCE MEDIA
This second category is concerned with more sydteeth dissemination
information not between persons but between theegumnent “and the people”. T

tools employed were recognized official and recogipliie sounds, signs and symkb

21



In the old Oyo empire, for example, State messengad intelligence officers (llla
carried information between the capital and théagirig provinces.

But, the most common of these indigenous officres the towncrier or bell me
Part of his functions include announcing the “prégation” of laws and regulatior
meetings, arrangements for communal work and g#yer&fficial” information in
the community. The Towncrier is an indispensablg pavillage society He is oftel
seen in the autochthonous (aborigine) parts of rurbanters where there iar
established indigenous monarchy.

Also, some nesvdissemination was achieved through the boominguof, tc
announce deaths of village personalities and tonwar imminent danger. Mc
extensively used were the drumi8hen some of these drums are expertly soundey
are capable of conveying specific meaning. In otherds,they talk. The Igbo, fc
instance, have the Ekwar Ikoro which were permanently set in village squares
shrines. Other State drums are Yoruba Obethe Isekiri Oji, the Edo Okhawhick
were used to summon special meetings, proclaimatheal to and the departure
VIPS from the palaces. They are equally useanitmounce serious acts of sacrilege
disaster, alert the community against invasion ianglar andadvertise the presence

warriors.

3:3 ADUNCTS OF THE MASS MEDIA
The word adjunct originated from a Latin word “aupere” which means “to join”.
Therefore, adjunct simply means “something join@d§o 1987:36). In otherwords,

adjunct means some additions to the main thinggogiscussed.

Accordingly, adjuicts can equally be called “auxiliaries (DeFleur &whnis) “indirect

media” (Whitney), “paramedia agencies” (Murphyyasorded by Uyo.

Going by Defleur and Dennis’ views, auxiliaries aoatside organizations from which

the mass media get important help”. Basicallys¢hare the windows that link the
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media to the outside events. In Whitney’s words:

... Indirect media are service media. They have mhezge of their own in the sense

that the mass media do.

The adjuncts of mass media have a symboitic relsiip with each other. This is
because the media organization depends on theadflitional information on news,
entertainment, features, etc. In return, the adgiare sustained from the money that

they get from the media organizations they service.

There are eight (8) major adjuncts of the mass anadd some less obvious ones.
The major Adjuncts of the Mass Media include théofeing:

1. The news agencies or wire services

These are organizations that gather and process whigh they disseminate to
their various subscribers which include: the nrassgia, other news agencies,
public institutions and commercial enterprises(Uy@8). There are some privat
owned agencies while others are government owneel n€ws agencies operate
locally, nationally, regionally, continentally anmtgternationally. The major

international news agencies are:

I. Agence France Presse (AFP) in Paris, France.
il. Associated Press (AP) in New York, USA
Iii. Reuters in London, UK
\2 The Soviet Telegraph Agency (TASS) in Moscow, USSR
V. United Press, International (UPI) New York, USA

23



These first five are usually called the “BIG/E”.

Others include:

Hinshua and the New China News Agency (NCNA). Tiseabso the Non-Aligned
News Pool and the Int-Press Service (IPS). In Africa, we have the ParneAh News
Agency (PANA) which has its headqugrters in Dalsamegal. It was specifical
established on the 2%f May, 1983 for the Organization of African Uni®AU). The
essence was to rectify the one-sided flow or reygerof news by the Western World,
especially in respect of news coverage about theldging nations which they regard
as the Third World Nations

The developing nations '#3World) in reaction to this circumstance have thus,

established national and regional news agencieshwhill serve some nearby nations.
Examples of these agencies include:

a) Middle East News Agency(MENA)- Regional
b) News Agency of Nigeria (NAN)- National

c) The Press Trust of India. Though a national newspapcompetes with
international news agencies.

2) Syndicates

They are better known as Press Syndicates andatkeyery popular in American.

Their function is to package and supply feature iatetpretative materials for the print

24



media in particular. Similarly, they promote amdl solumns, analyses, comic strips,
cartoons and other features to individual newsgpeagazines and other media units
(Hiebert et al in Uyo 1987:39).Syndicates also $upmedia organizations with

entertainment programmes.

3) Advertising Agencies

These are popularly called ad agencies. Thoughetéiding” is an aspect of mass
communication, however, it is the middleman betwisem and the media
organization. Essentially, ad agencies speciatizgamoting products. Accordingly,
Gamble defines advertising agency as:

an independent business organization agegpof creative
and business people, who develop, pregradieplace

advertising in advertising media; sellers seekmfjrtd
customers for their goods and services

The ad agencies liaise with, and get approval efttivertising departments of the
media organizations, so as to place ads in thgarozations. In fact, majority of ads
placed in the newspapers, magazines, radio andgiele are placed by the advertising
agencies that are in turn paid for these jobs.nbeey they get is known @gency

Commission.

4) Public Relations and Publicity Firms

These firms specifically concern themselves with‘tiotal communication problems”
of their clients. Their major function is to couhs®ir clients on the outcome of their
actions and advice them on how to achieve pubtieatance. The clients of PR firms

include: celebrities, politicians, religious groupslitical parties, educational

25



institutions, the military, business organizatiamsl the government. Most profit and
non-profit organizations establish PR/Informati@pdrtments to handle their image

problems as well as creating favorable image fenth

5) Government Information Ministries/Services/Agemies

A majority of governments entrust their PR and mityl into the hands of a speci
ministry or agency created to take care of govemgiémage. This varies with
countries. In the developing countries, the mirestof information are also nesnsible

for the print and electronic media, especially thowned by the government.

Other adjuncts of mass media include

» Research and Rating Organization or Services

» Programme and Film Production Companies

» Public Opinion Polling Agencies Organization

All these equally perform the basic functions guadts of mass media. That

providing additional information for the media onggations to work with.

Self-Assessment Exercise

Briefly discuss what you understand by the adjunttsass media?

26



N/B: The adjuncts of Mass Mediawas prepared by ONWUBERE, Chidinma and

included to make the unit adequate and comprehensiv

34 MASS MEDIA SYMBIOSIS

This term is borrowed fromidlogy where organisms are found to engac
symbiotic relationships. In biology, symbiosis isea as the association of |
organisms for mutual benefit.

As analogy, in mass media, different media dematesiwvhat we might call a fol
of symbiosis. For example, in the television amh fiproducers work for both media.

Films that originally played in the theafoaind their way to television, vid
cassettes. Film actors and actresses make T.V Shoest newspaper editions ce
magazne inserts. Movie scripts are transformed into towand vice versa. Sot

magazines are distributed on video tapes or Nevespapies etc.

4:0 CONCLUSION

We have taken time to discuss what could be temsanass media “helpers’h@
mass media content, both the formal and informahroonication are sustained
human and physical factors. This also reveals thatmass media are made uj

systems that enhance information dissemination.

5.0 SUMMARY
In this wnit, we have dealt with the traditional media obfic communication b
looking at the formal transference media the infalrtnansference media, adjunct:

the mass media and media symbiosis.

6:0 TUTOP-MARKED ASSIGNMENTS
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(1) Mention théwo types of Traditional media of public communioa

(2) List the components of the informal transfere media.
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MODULE 1
UNIT 3: THE FUNCTIONS OF MASS MEDIA

CONTENTS
1:0 Introduction
2.0 Objectives
3:0 Main content
3:1 Functions of the Mass Media
3:2 Mass Media Systems
3:3 Mass Media Coverage
3:4 Dysfunctions of the Mass Media
4:0 Conclusion
5:0 Summary
6:0 Tutor — Marked Assignments
7:0 Reference/Further Readings .
1.0 INTRODUCTION

The mass media perform numerous functions in tleeego The media schol

Harold Lasswell, obsged that the mass media are an extension of thwsxidns the

the society has always needed. Most importantlytdrethe media are functional

dysfunctional, they operate within the social systeand that is actually why

concerns us.

2:0

OBJECTIVES

29



It is hoped that by the end of this unit, you skidog able to.

[

N I O B B

3:0

3:1:0

Understand the functions of the mass media
Discuss mass media systems

Explain media coverage

State the dysfunction of the mass media

Define some terms such as status confeswalalization, correlation etc.

MAIN CONTENT

FUNCTIONS OF MASS MEDIA

Lasswell stated that the media perform three nexoral functions:

3:1:1

(1) Surveillance of the environment

(2) Correlation of different elements of sigi

(3) Tansmission of culture, from one generation to
next.

Eventually, Charles Wright added

(4) The function of entertainment

SURVEILLANCE OF THE ENVIRONMENT

The media teach us most of what we know about tdwhrough the process

Surveillance. The media expose us alsother societies. The media reveal to us &

the stock market, impending danger, business oppitigs amwl risks, travelers guid

weather conditions great discoveries.

Surveillance is not just for the masdas, for the entire nation. For instance,

Government and industry leaders watch CNN and BB@Hd or read The Guardi

or Time magazine to know what other world leadeessaying and thinking.

Above all, the media also give status to individudlhis is achieved by expos
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the individuals to large audiences for one goodanar the other, to make them ap

important and esteemed. This process is knowraaissstonferral.

3:1:2 CORRELATION OF DIFFERENT ELEMENTS OF THE
SOCIETY

This is an important function of the mass medianvblves “selection, evaluati
and interpretation of events: it helps impose s$tmec on the news and its
accomplished by persuasive communication throughorgizing, commentan
advertising and propaganda. It categorizes newsdardts on the importance of e:
news item, by deciding whether the news item shapldears orthe front page, fir:
headline on the broadcast or whether it shouldabeompanied by a teaser on

magazine cover promoting the story.

3:1:3 SOCIALIZATION AND TRANSMISSION
OF CULTURE
According to Ralph Hansen (2005), socisimais the process of integrati
people into the societhrough the transmission of values, social norntskarowledg:
to new members of the group takes place. We agtledin the values of our soci
through the media, friends, clubs, school, chutch e
Accordingly, the mass media provides saasibn through the following ways.
(@) Through role models in entertainmenrogramming
(b) Through goals and desires as presentedeitia citizenship values
portrayed in the news.
(©) Through advertisements for products that may bdulde us ir

different stages of our lives.

3:1:4 ENTERTAINMENT
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This is communication package, whichngended to amuse, even if it serves c
functions. For instance, le&vision drama on HIV/AIDS can be considered eaiamc
even though it educates people living with HIV/AIDES$ how to cope with tF
challenges of the ailment.

According to Neil postmen (1985%he primary effect of television is thai
changeshow people see the world; that is, with televisiggeople start seeil

everything as entertainment”.

3:2:0 MASS MEDIA SYSTEMS

The media system that exists in a country is diyaelated to the political syste
in that country. The glitical system determines the exact relationshgtwieen th
media and the government.

However, the development of a national mass medites is predicated on 1
protection of national interest, based on natigplaillosophy (social, geograplaig
cultural, religious, economic and internationakneists) These are seen in terms o
attitudes of National leadership towards the peg@pleir rights, duties, capabilities ¢
potentialities.

There are basically four orientations whiletermine how the mass media ope

with a system.

3:2:1 THE AUTHORITARIAN ATTITUDE

This is obtainable where the controllers of massircanication lack fate in tl
ability of the people to govern themselves. Thehartarian dictates theontent o
mass media for the public. The media are usuatliestowned and the state sele
arranges and plays up or down the media content.

This system can be found in former USSRhaCWMexico and some oneparty

states in Africa.
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3:2:2 PATERNALISM OR PATERNALISTIC ATTITUDE
This system has faith in the basic intelligencéhef masses and the capability «
with ideals. They maintain a healthy media contéiite elites or highly educatt

privileged individuals prescribe the standard &sté.

3:2:3 PERMISSIONISM OR PERMISSIVE ATTITUDE

This system stipulates that media organizationstnmmerate according
government registration and regulatory requiremerat$ in the public interes
convenienceand necessity (PICON) media contents are baredudierce researc
The result is usually competition and parasitisnowiver, the negative fall out

excessive materialism and sometimes, outrightpoesibility.

3:2:2 PLURALISM OR PLURALISTIC ATTITUDE

This is combination of what is good of the otherethsystems discussed ab
The developing nations are noted for pluralism. atidude recognizes more than
ultimate substance or principle — dualism. In otheorlds, the atibutes o

authoritarian, paternalistic and permissive atégidre combined in pluralism.

3:3 MASS MEDIA COVERAGE
The coverage of mass media depends on the geogahpdumiea it cover

Therefore, a medium could be local, national cenmétional coverage.

3:3:1 LOCAL MEDIA

These are those that cover a small portion of theeetyy during operation a
circulation. This can also mean that the media tralye the interest of the people
defined local setting. Fanstance, in Nigeria , local media can be saithtbude th:
state media houses Eg BCA, Umuahia, IBC, Owerri, bAssador Newspape

statesman, LTV, Lagos, etc.
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3:3:2 NATIONAL MEDIA

These are those that have the interesheofehtie country at heart. It could
private or public but the coverage entails what dodook is like. Examples are 1
National dailie— Vanguard, The Guardian etc, NTA, FRCN etc.

3:3:3 INTERNATIONAL MEDIA

Their interests cut across atal boundaries. That is, the media content aran
for audience within and outside a particular copntr

Examples of international media include CNINFI, BBC, Time Magazine, Al
NTA International, VON etc
NOTE: Some media signals overflow to closeby coeast This is notnternatione
communication but referred to apill over. E.g. when Benin Republic residel

receive signals from NTA Lagos.

3:4 DYSFUNCTIONS OF MASS COMMUNICATION
Mass communication has dysftian, which are the negative implications

attributes of mass communication effects.

3:4:1 ANXIETY

Mass communication has been accused of causingtgntkiat emanates frc
insufficient reporting, misinformation and outrigltaisehoad. Nigeria newspapers &
magazines are known for misspelling, wrong judgmeamd insufficient coverage.
doing so, they mislead, create unnecessary butlabt® anxiety thereby leaving mz

questions unanswered.

3:4:2 REVOLUTION OF RISING EXPECTATION

The media sometimes create awareness of availabilihat are not within t
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reachof media consumers. Through advertising, the mid@ugh glamorization tei
to make the audience believe that possession tdicgoroducts can leath certait

results that at times are not true - deceptive ridieg.

3:4:3 NARCOTISATION

The media have the ability to narcotize people.yTHeaw people to mec
offerings and then constitute them into a captivdience. Peopléhen organize the
lives around such programmes. Take for instancepéBistory”, people cancel th
engagements or refuse to be engaged for the tintbeaf favourite programs. Lil

regular drunks, they rush to sustain their habit.

3:4:4 PRIVATIZATION
Excessive media consumers may tend to be aliefiatedthe run of societal lif
Media content like in times of war may lead pedplevithdraw into their shells. Th

may prefer not to be informed about happening.

4:4:5 HUMAN CONFLICTS
Media content may lead to human and internationaflicts. The sharia confli
could attribute to the media because all partieslued would like to be covered, us

propaganda, “favourably” in order to achieve tlodifectives.

CONCLUSION
This unit has revealed that the mass media haventea visible, prominent a
pervasive aspect of the society. They inform, etijaantertain, mobilize and motiv.

the society. The mass media perform their functamording to systems and contexts.

SUMMARY
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In this unit, we have discussed the role of the snamedia coverage a

dysfunctions.

TUTOR — MARKED ASSIGNMENTS
What is mass media surveillance?
(2) How do media confer status on individuals
(3) List the functions of the mass media

4) Mention four systems under which the nrasslia operate
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INTRODUCTION

The history of the press in Africa, particularlygéria centers on the activities

the colonialists. The British missionaries conttdniimmnensely to the development
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education and press in Nigeria . In Badagry, anlidag priest, Reverend Her
Townsend worked assiduously to establish a veraacNewspaper entitled “lv
Irohin”.

2:0 OBJECTIVES
The student will definitely be acquainted with fbdowing at the end of this unit.
O The birth of the African newspapers in pine-independence era.
O A brief profile of Reverend Henry Townsend.
O Contents, Formats, frequency and readerdHipe Irohin .
0 Readership and price of Iwe Irohin.

3:0 MAIN CONTENT

31 AFRICAN PRESS: PRE-INDEPENDENCE ERA

“The printed word came to Africa with the Europeaithe Portuguese and
spaniards came first in searchteeasure and quickly worked up an appetite fc
empire”. Not to be outdone, the Belgians, the Dutbe English, the French and
Germans moved in to do battle over real estateerAdtseries of musical chairs,
situation stabilized but only teee the entrenchment of the Dutch in South Afritte
Belgians in Congo , Riwanda and Burundi , the Ehgln Nigeria , the French
Cameroon , Togoland and the Germans in Tangayilengania ).

The occupation eventually led to racial agmalitical conflicts between ti
indigenous populations and the white intruders. @uhese conflicts was born Afric
Nationalism. Sections organized into resistanceanmants aimed at raising opposil
over unpopular measures.

One of the instrumenbf African Nationalism was the press. Its birtid ayrowtt
in different colonies depended on such factorshasféar of the Nationalism spi
commitment to the nationalism course atite state of the economy. In a numbe

instances, introducing whaurned out to be the foundations of the “natimigbress
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was a European idea but such a beginning servgdasrd catalyst.

In any case, the African press seemed to have ialated first in the Britis
Colonies of West Africa. The Ghanaians in 1857 baé of their earliest African-
owned newspaper in Charles Bannerman’s organ “Tlest\Mfrican Herald, Niger

posted its first Newspaper, lwe Irohin in 1859.

3:2 BRIEF PROFILE OF TOWNSEND

It should be noted that in Nigeriathe first printing press was installed by
Presbyterian mission when they arrived in Calabdro46.
Eight years later, the Rev. Henry Townsend fittpcawprinting press and inaugurate
printing school in the mission compound at Abeokuta

Townsend, an Anglican, came from England . He wslse@d to proceed
Abeokuta by the mission authorities in Calabardtphn ministering the spiritual nee
of many sierra leonian immigrants who wegenancipated from slave trade. He arr
Badagry and worked with Sierra Leonian immigrarttdia headquarters at place
known as English Town . It is said that during plublication of Iwe Irohin , there we
at least 300 people in CMS compound who had learntead and write and ti
generated the need for English man to set the Negvesp

3:3 ESTABLISHMENT OF THE IROHIN

In December, 1859, Townsend established a priminegs on which Iwe Irohir
Yoruba Africa’s first Vernacular Newspaper was [®ih

The full name of Tomsend’s Newspaper was “lwe Irohin Fun Awon Ara Egbi
Yoruba” translated into English language means “Bfgper in Yoruba for the Ec
and Yoruba people”.

Reverend Townsend is reported to have said atabgmbing of the maiden editi
of lwe Irohin that ......

“my objective is to Beget the habit of seeking mfation by readin
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| have set on foot a Yoruba newspaper” Also, ribigt it was on Reverend Townser

printing press that the first Bible in Yoruba laage was printed in 1862.

Self Assessment Exercise:

What is the full name of lwe Iroyin and what wae #ssence for its establishment?

3:4 CONTENTS, FORMAT, AND FREQUENCY OF IWE IROHIN

Right from start, lwe Irohin was published forthinily, in Yoruba languagand
later, in both Yoruba and English languages.

It had eight pages with another four pages in Yarlamguages and another f
complementary pages in English language, trangldtia Yoruba version of it. In ott
words, it was first a Vernacular paper and latexalnee a bilingual paper.

In terms of layout, typography and design, eachepaiglwe Irohin was divide
into two columns and measured approximately 6.5x®es deep. It did not carry ¢
pictures. Its basic philosophical fowatbn among other things was to pron
Christian literacy among the Yoruba people of Bagamd the England

Iwe Irohin featured prominently on the veati makeup. It generally lacke
typographical pluralism. Items in each Column waeto- fit. lwe Irohin did not carr
editorial unit until 1862. similarly, advertisementiere not carried by lwe Irohin ui
five years after its first appearance.

There was great lack of typographical hanymaontrast balance, bunity in the
earliercopies of Iwe Irohin was said to be very crediltlevas a political newspar
exercising great restraint from colonial polititswas a great critic of both the sl
trade and the 1800. Iwe Irohin advocated for mgradind continuous humanism.

In January 1866, Iwe Irohin for the first time $&ak publishing two differe
editionsone in Yoruba language and the other entirely irgliEh language.

continued with the demise of the uprising”.
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The “IFOLE Uprising was a civil disruptidretween the Ibadan and Egba trac
It was alleged by the Egba people that the Europeae helping thebladan people
their bid to bypass Egba commercial middlemen in trading direatith the Lago
colony. As a result of this allegation, all the &oeandiving in Egba land ( Abeokute
were driven away by the Egba people.

At the outset, the news coverage of Irohasvimited in scope. Fanstance,
carried only religious news items. Later, its negserage included non-religious item
like trade and commerce, information about schedwie arrivals and departure

ships, coverage’s from and to European countries.

35 READERSHIP AND PRICE

Iwe Irohin was said to have been hard to read amdpcehended during its §ir
few yeas of existence. In particular, the teenagéithose days “quarreled” with I
Irohin’s stringent moralistic philosophies. The gariof Iwe Irohin was about 1
cowries equivalent to one penny.

Similarly, in the political spheres whichasvsecondary to lwe Irohin, the pe
achieved a considerable influence. Townsend usedfactively in local politics i
Egba land. The paper might have exerted a widaianfie but itintroduced firs
generation of educated Africans to the readinguecsjtwhich is part and parcel tife
enlightened society. The paper also inspired thecams who later made use of news-
papering of the land.

Iwe Irohin was a catalyst to the growth of othepgrs. The paper helped
revitalizing other printingpresses which were existing and helped to increhe

number of apprentice-printers.
4:0 CONCLUSIONS

We have established that the first newspaper irefigwas published in Yoru

language. Reverend Henry Townsend’s Iwe Irohin eddhe publication gates f
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aspiring indigenous printers and publishers in Naye

5:0 SUMMARY
In this unit, we have dealt with the profile of Regnd Henry Townsend, i
establishment of lwe Irohin as well as the contdatmat, readersp price an

contributions of lwe Irohin.

6:0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENTS
1) What are the contributions of lwe Irohin.?
2) What are the contributions of Reverend Henry Towdde the Nigeria

Press?
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INTRODUCTION

The development of the Nigerian press was achiéyeahissionaries, colonialis

and businessmen. Some of them were interestedoiidang a vehicle for educati

and literacy. After the publication of lwe IrohiRpbert Campbell launched the Anglo

African newspaper to continue the media traditoiigeria .

2:0

OBJECTIVES
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By the end of this unit, you should be able to:
O Write the profile of Campbell and the e$isibment of Anglo-Africa
Newspaper.
O Discuss the role of Anglafrican Newspaper in the development of
Nigeria press.
0 Explain the partnership between Beale Blaand John Payne cksor

and the death of weekly Times news paper.

3:0 MAIN CONTENT

31 THE PROFILE OF ROBERT CAMPBELL

Born in Kingston, Jamaica of a mulato mother argtattish father, Campbell work
as an apprentice printer for 5 years. le tbnited States, he was a victim of ra
antagonism and discrimination. In 1855, he seag&d compositor anavb years late

he joined the institute of color youth at Philadedp as a scientific teacher. In 1860;

in response to the philanthropidealism which fired the imagination of many W
Indians and Afro- Americans in their Bacte Africa movement, Cambell joined
Martin K. Delany on a tour of Yoruba land with taen of establishing a Negro colo
A treaty was contracted with the Ae of Abeokuta who subsequently repudiate
before Campbell arrived Lagos in 1862 which he gfimuw~vould be his new hon
Undaunted, he decided to settle in Lagos for the 22 years. He distinguished him:
as a journalist, Intellectual manufacturenerchant and administrator. Early in
career in Lagos , he established the Lagos Acadeimeye he gave lectures on hur
physiology. His “literacy achievements’ere to earn him the title of “professor”. T
background fore shade his editorial policg atated earlier. Given campbe
background and outlook, it is not surprising thatdecided on a literacy publicatior
a paying proposition and &/fx 8 % assortment of stories called from a varief

sources, books, novels, magazines and overseapagsvs.
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As aweekly Journal, it sold for three pence and wasited every Saturdi
evening at campbell ’s printing school. From thé&set) the venture proved a failure
it would seem that what kept it going was cantigbedeterminaiton to reject defe.
and perhaps the evidently small proceeds from a fgwernment and oth
advertisement which were inserted in the Journaé lfteracy matter interested onl
few subscribers and sales did not exceed abouD3fBpies a week. The per died ¢
the end of 1865.

According to Omu, Judging from feeling of utter appointment with whic
Campbell continually referred to the apathy of fheblic, it seems obvious that

enterprise was far from self-supporting.

3:2 THE BIRTH OF ANGLO-AFRICAN (1863-1865)

The AngloAfrican was the second newspaper in the countrigtlst speaking th
history of Nigeria 's Indigenous press began in3l86hen Robert cambell founded
Anglo-African which he abandoned two years laBrt Judging by dominant principl
upon which it was conducted, it cannot be said dwehformed part of newspa|
movement which began in 1880’s by providing chea@ accessible material wh!
would educate, inform and entertain it's readerbiq formal the editorial policy of tt
paper).

The establishment of the Lagos grammar school §9 18/ the CMS mission w
indicative of the future educational growth and paeil ’'s rich experiences as a prit

and teacher embarked on experimental literacynadiam.

3:3 ROLE OF ANGLO-AFRICAN, IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF NIGERIA
PRESS.
In a large scale, the Anglafrican helped to produce more printers among w

is Richard Blaize. It set a stage for the growtkd @development of printinghdustry
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especially in Lagos.
Most importantly, the newspaper imésrced growing awareness of
significance of newspaper as an instrument of pudliightenment.
The paper became one of the major signgr@fith and consolidation fro the
1880’s of the Lagos press thereby making Lagosnasghe position of the congen
part for Nigerian press. Up till today, most newspapersséiteConcentrated in Lag

city and its environs.

THE INSTINCT FOR NATIONALISM IN AFRICA

The real founding of Nigerian press was 15 yeaswdien certain social, politic
economic conditions interacted with local and fgreinspirations to create conditic
which favoured popular newspaper. The doctrine erhacracy which was practised
differently by the European exponents, the partitd Africa” which culminated in th
loss of respect for African rulerby the missionaries that applauded the par
produced nationalism in the African minds. Theseettgpments highlighted the ne
for an indigenous media for the effective ventdatiof social, political and econor
grievances and for the inculcation of nationalisrantgnen in view of the
aforementioned. On November 10, 1880 the Lagos 3i@wd Colony Advertisewas
established. The Lagos Times was founded by RicBtatze Blaize was a wealtl
businessman of Yoruba and Sierra Leoroagin. The paper marked the beginnin
indigenous newspaper movement. The name of the papes reflected the joi
administration of Nigeria and Gold coast.

The editorial policy of the paper was “Tress is a safeguard public right”.
The paper crusaded for the right of the commoniced people. It lived throughout
defending this motto. The newspaper appeared taiogonth and soléor six pence

The paper was a four-page Journal and had threenoslto a page.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE
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Briefly discuss the circumstance of the birth “Lagomes” and how the paper faired?

3:4 PARTNERSHIP BETWEEN BEALE BLAIZE AND JOHN
PAYNE JACKSON

The Lagos weekly times which came out on 3rd Ma&90Land sold for thr
pence was the new version of the defunct Lagos Jimed GoldCoast Colon
Advertiserrevived by John Payngackson, a Liberian born businessman, in a sj
arrangenent with Blaize. The agreement between Blaize dackson provided tF
Jackson should revive the Lagos times under the name, have a free hand
managing sales advertisements and piotting business and prepare a stateme
account at the end olfiree months so that Blaize’s share of the revdixee at 15 .
month could be determined.
The three month period could also serve to reaBlaiee that Jackson was a differ
man from what he was eight years ago when his pook-keeping and love afrink in
the office of the Lagos Times led to his dismisdakkson’s editorship of th&eekly
Timeswas excellent but his financial management shoveesigns of improvement. .
the end of three months, he could not render anguatt, not even when heas givel
two more months.
The relationship became strained and although dac&gentually managed to sub
an account, it failed to reassure that he had raatena mistake in yielding to Jack&n
pressure for a new relationship. On 29th Nov., #ladiscontinued th#&/eekly Time:
and arrangetb revert to the old name. As from 6th Dec., Jankaofirst acquiesced
Blaize’s decision but soon changed his mind andhamdbills, began to dispu
Blaize’s right to discontinue the Weekly Times. Auct threat made Jackson to b

down, announcing that he would start his own neywspthe following year.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE
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Discuss the relationship between Blaize and Jackson

4:0 CONCLUSION
It has been established in this unit that Angloigsn newspapehelpedto
increase the number of trained printers in the trguiThis implicationfostered th

growth of the press.

5:0 SUMMARY
This unit has revealed giant strides taken by B8#éze to establish the Anglo-
African and the LagoWeekly Times and the role of the papers in addition tc

guarrel between Beale Blaize and John Payne Jackson

6:0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENTS
(1) Who published the Anglo African Newspé&per
(2) Why did Blaze and Jackson quarrel?
(3) Who established the Lagos Weekly Times?

7:0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READINGS .
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MODULE 2

UNIT 3: ADVANCEMENT OF EARLY NEWSPAPERS:
THE WEEKLY RECORD
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2.0 Objectives
3:0 Main Content
3:1 Profile on John Payne Jackson
3:2 Formation of the Lagos weekly Record
3:3 Issues that attracted the attentionfahe Weekly Record.
3:4 Comments on the weekly Record.
4:0 Conclusion
5:0 Summary
6:0 Tutor-marked Assignments
7:0 References/Further Readings.
1.0 INTRODUCTION

There are important events and personalities thafributed immense
to the development of the Nigerian press. Onénefsignificant contributors w
John Payne Jackson. He established the weekly ®after a quarrel with Bee

Blaize.

2:0 OBJECTIVES
It is hoped that by the end of this unit, you skidug able to:
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O Write the profile of John Payne Jackson.

O Understand the formation of Lagos weekbord.
O State categorically the issues that attracted tiiemtéon of the week
Record.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3:1 PROFILE ON JACKSON

Born in Gape Palmas (at about 1847) in the smailcah colony of Maryland
which united with Liberia to the north in the latities, he inherited his fathel
painstaking disposition and incisive intellect. Hagher who migragd from Marylan
USA was known as Thomas Jackson.

At the age four, he lost his father. This trageslyassumed to have made Pe
self-assertive and independent early in life. Paynaendéé the training Institute on 1
Cavalla River and showed great capacity in Libsudljects and printing.

A lover of traveling, his love for travels made hijo to Gold Coast and eventui:
ended up in Lagos in the 1860’s. He worked with tierchant L.S Leigh and w
posted to the Brass river in the 08¥. He work with his employer and started to ti
in palm produce on his own. Payne suffered busisetsacks and described the lo
he incurred as the cruel greed of European commerceghe lower Niger . F
abandoned trade and got employment as a keeger with the Lagos Times and C

Coast colony advertiser in 1887.

3:2 THE FORMATION OF TE LAGOS WEEKLY RECORD

The relationship between Blaize/Jackson, which tegsoison the relations of t
two families for a long time had a sigmiint effect upon the history of the Recorc
Jackson appears to have resolved not only to dtieetival Lagos Times, drive it in

a second and final collapse and force his formesshmut of the newspaper trade,
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also to father a newspaper orgation which would be commercially successful
possibly overshadow Blaize’s financial prestige.

It should also be noted that the background ofgiessment and dispute wo
give a new dimension to Jackson ’s editorial arappgandist compatee with popule
implications. The above circumstances led to thitabéishment of the Lagos Wee
Record | 1891.

3:3 ISSUES THAT ATTRACTED THE ATTENTION OF THE WEEKLY
RECORD.
The activities of the Lagos Weekly Record cut asra spheres of humi
endeavor including political, economic and sockbst of the areas of focus can

outlined as follows:

a) Colonial administration

b) British attitude to native chiefs in the courselod system of indire
rule.

C) New system of land tenure

d) Policy of discrimination against Africans in sonteas like politics

education and employment
e) Type of education and work ethics summation of oiesues th:

attracted comments from the record are as follows:-

1 Introduction of Water Rate: During this period the colonial government
undisclosed reasons decided to introduce water Téte policy did not go dov
well with the Record which saw it as an impositidlot only did thepaper descrik
the policy as exploitation it called on lagosiansdsist the exploitative device.

1 Use of public money to build churches and mosquesworship to th
exclusion of Nigerian was attacked by the Recoitte Ppaper was not happy t

public money should be used to build places of hiprsvhere Africans are banr
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from entry.

1 The Record propagated for the amendment of therigenstitution which
the time did not provide for any real legislativetteority in the country. Theher
governor Lord Lugard, appointed few governmentomdfs in legislative counc
without authority. Their only duty then was tmeet once a year to listen to

governor’s address and give him rousing ovation.

1 The paper bitterly opposed the flagg of Nigerian Chiefs and Emirs public
In the opinion of the paper, this is inhuman andeasy means of encoding

loyalty of subjects to natural rules.

Summarily, the Record by all standards was a radiewspaper ar
advocated for aggressive matalism. In the words of Ezra, Jackson”............ '
uncompromising by nature and fanatical by convigtidackson died on®1Augus
1915 and the editorial chair moved to his son Hordackson who maintained

status quo until the demise of the paper in 1935.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

What were the circumstances that led to the estahknt of the Weekly Record?

34 COMMENTS ON THE WEEKLY RECORD

The quality and characteristics of the paper, Theekly Record can be dedu

from the description given to the paper by emimeass communication scholars.
1 Dr. Kalu Ezra, a historian of international reputescribed the Record as
first militant nationalist paper.
1 2 B. Laotan, a journalist, said that the Record wa powerful that at o
point on account of its uncompromising attitudetire natioml interest a
foreign advertisements were withdrawn. But the papmod its ground.
1 Robert Julie, another historian, said of the Reasditor, “ Jackson was

thoughtful student of current affairs and an exh@ascommentator of the
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significancesfor almost a quarter of century. His columns preddnfluentia
and instructive help to contemporaries even as dlostp modern observers.

1 Nnamdi Azikwe, In his book odyssey, attributed mterest in Journalis
partly to the influence of The WegkRecord editorials. This reflected in
way the West African Pilot was edited because tlapep was full ¢
Jacksoniamphrases and expressions. The Record with the edifaolicy “Be

just and fear not” strongly believed in propagatidmacial consciousness.

4:0 CONCLUSION

Payne Jackson succeeded in Laying a solid fourndédiothe Nigerian press. |
also set the pace for Nigerian Nationalists whonavaly used the press as a str
instrument to fight colonialism.

The weekly Record became an organ of reéeréor budding Journalists.

5:0 SUMMARY
This unit discussed the life and contributions otid Payne Jackson to Niger

journalism and the establishment of the Weekly R

6:0 TUTOR- MARKED ASSIGNMENTS
(1)  Briefly discuss the relationship between J.P Jatksal B. Blaiz
emphasing the effect on the press?

(2) Write a brief profile of the Jacksons?

7:0 REFERENCES/ FURTHER READINGS

Duyile, Dayo. (1979) media and mass communicahddigeria , Ibadan-
Duyison publishers

Okafor, Clementina (2002). “History of the Nigeria Print Media”, in Okunna C.S. (ed) Teaching Mass
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MODULE 2

UNIT 4 THE CONCEPT OF PRESS FREEDOM

CONTENTS

1.0 Introduction

2.0 Objectives

3.0 Main Body

3.1 The Meaning of Press Freedom
3.2 History of Press Freedom

3.3 Constitutional Guarantees

3.4 Limits to Freedom of the Press
4.0 Conclusion

5.0 Summary

6.0 Tutor Marked Assignment

7.0 References/Further Readings

1.0 INTRODUCTION
As a journalist, you need to kncthe basis of your freedom. As suthis unit will take

a look at the freedom of expression, press freea®enunciated by international laws

and conventions and of course the Nigerian conistitu
2.0 OBJECTIVES

At the end of this unit you should bele to:

i) Define press freedom;
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i) Differentiate between the freedom of expressaon press freedom; and

iii) Identify the limitation of your freedom as ayrnalist working in Nigeria.

3.0 MAIN BODY

3.1 The Meaning of Press Freedom

Liberty or freedom of expression and the meaning:

JLaying no previous restraint upon publication. lrilgeof the pressneans laying r
previous or prior censureship of publication. Evperson has the right to lay w
sentiments, facts, information or publication he lhefore the public. To forbid thi
right is to destroy freedom of expression and tfesg but,

"IWhere a person publishes what is unlawful, crimidafamatory omischievous,

must face the consequences of his publication.

“Liberty of the press consists in laying no prewaestran upon publication and not
freedom from censorship for criminal matters puigc. Every matas the undoubt:
right to lay what sentiment he pleasesore the public... to forbid that is to destroy
freedom of the press- but if he publishes whaltegal or mischievous he must face
consequences of his own temerity” (Osinbajo andakggl199.1In a nutshell, th
liberty of the press is a right with aresponsibilithe freedom of expression which |
Ekpu (1998) regarded as the grandmother of aldfsee has beegiven an importai

place in virtually all international and nationdlacters of human right$:or instance
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Article 19 of the Universal Declaration of HumangR! States thatEveryone has tl
right to freedom of opinion and

expression; this right includes freedom to hofainions without interference and
seek, receive and impart information and ideasutjincany media regardless of frontier.
Article 19 (1) of the international Convention onviC and Political Right says tf
“Everyone shall have the Right to hold opinion with interference.” TheAfrican
charter on Human and Peoples’ Riditicle 9 says “Every individual shall have
right to express and disseminate his opinions withe law.In most countries of tt
world including Nigeria, freedom of expressibas always been given a signific

place.

3.2 Press Freedom Or Freedom Of The Press
History

The revolution caused by the invention of printborgught about literacy, development
of modern European languages and of course, thblesiment of newspapers. This
eventually led to the symbolic relationship betwdengovernment and the media, a
relationship which still exists till date. By thislationship, the government tried to
maintain power and control press over the dissammaf information about
government activities. The public (through the raetewspapers) wanted to know

what the governments were doing. Hence, the corfétveen these two forces which
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still continues up till date.

Throughout the history of mankind, people havelydalght for the freedom of
speech. Laws have been passed and wars foughpewple’s rights to express ideas
publicly. According to history, the great philos@phSocrates, is said to be the first
known person to fight for freedom of speech. Whemwas accused of corrupting the
morals of the youths of Anthens through his teag$iSocratesconfessed that he is
ready to die many times if that is the sacrificehas to make in the course of speaking
his mind in his search for wisdom. This, clearlyeans fighting for the freedom of

speech and expression.

Definition of Press Freedom

Press freedom is actually an extension of the treedf expression. The concept of
freedom of press has been something on the lipsaofy people right from the olden
days. For instance, in Nigeria, if we look backtes earliest newspapers such as Rev.
Henry Townsend’s Iwe Irohirpublished in 1859 and the other newspapers that
followed it, we will observe the struggle for préesedom. It is unfortunate and
regrettable that up till date, that freedom of piness has still not been protected, de
the fact that pressmen themselves have often ¢ofihe government in many
cases. Prominent Nigerians such as late Dr. Nnazi#live, Ernest Ikoli, Chief
Anthony Enahoro, Alhaji Babatunde Jones, late [Blea, Nosa lgiebor e. have
fought for freedom of the press, yet they havehsan able to guarantee it. Robert L.
Stevenson in J.C Merrill (1995:63) rightly obserbdit:

Everyone is in favour of freedom o fhress.

The problem is lack of agreement ontita
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and who has it.......

This simply means that press freedom is still @ cammaodity in the worldMerrill
(1995:69) This is the reason why Nigerian jourstalilike their other counterparts in
some parts of the world, are still agitating foegs freedom today. The definition of
press freedom is relative, though. However, it ganerally be said that: Press Free«
is: The freedom a journalist has to perform his dutieswithout interference of any

kind, while still maintaining ethical standards”.

Contemporary Freedom

With the collapse of communism in the Soviet Un&nd Eastern Europe, indepent
journalism began to thrive and fi foot in Africa since the 1990s. The fact coulc
justified from announcement of PANA (Pan Africa Negency) towards a change
independent reporting. Hence, many African cousjrieedia organizations whic
hitherto, had very little powers began to challeggeernment authority.
Unfortunately, the wave of democracy sweeping thhothe developing countries
still lacking in some of these countries. The dffecthat a lot of Africa countries s
have a very long way to go. It is, however, hopiet the countries involved will lee
from one another, while still, collectively, forgjrahead towards the commgoal o

achieving press freedom.

Current Trends
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In 1991, a study done on "human rights” in 104h{andred and four) countries shov
that there is an improvement in “human rights” cdihs. The work noted that the
has been an unparalleled improvement in this dmector five years ranging fro
1986-1991

A similar progress was also reported by FreedomsdolBy the Freedom Hot
categorization of Press Freedom in 1993, it wagmesl that only25% of the world’
population operated a free press”, 44% “partlgefrpress”, while 31% were not fre«
Another analysis of the Freedom House looked atraber of countries rather tt the
percentages that fell under these different categolt also observed that 67 Count
were regarded as having a “free pres60, “partly free” and 50, “"not free”. It als
observed that the number of Countries improvingriess freedom outumbered thos

with declining fredom.

Prospects
All over the world, press freedom is under one lafthreat or the other. Sin

democracy initiates a constant battle betweenréifiieforces in the society, most
people are seen demanding freedomtientselves. Unfortunately. These people dc
carry long this enthusiasm for demanding freedorarwthey are in power. This is
often because at this stage, they now face chagefigm both political and journalis
oppositions. These struggles are important beddwesedefine the scope of press

freedom in the different countries which the réshe whole may aspire to attain.
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These were the views of Stevenson which he corsstddre responsible for the
challenges facing press freedom. The scope of fresdom, however, depends on the
individual countries of the world and the extentlwd relationship of the media and the
government in each country. Also it borders on wiratisions each Country’s
constitution makes for the freedom of speech/exgiwaggenerally and for the freedom
of the press in particular. For according to UdgKededom of the press is not an idea
that can be conceptualized in a vacuum. It is radtfactor of other circumstances. To
him, freedom of the press is not just the righthef journalist to publish news and
comments without interference. In the views of bkith(1994) in J.C Merrill

(1995:223), it also includes:

The right of the peofileexpress themselves in the
media of public communication without being ailgd

by those who wield picht, religious, economic and

other powers. It medres availability of the press to people.
The people should be given free and unimpedeésac

to news and information

According to him, freedom of the press is thereftine relative absence
governmental, economic and other controls in theratpn of the press. Given this
scenario, it is obvious that the future for presedflom is still bleak because most
African governments are not really willing to fubyiccumb to the demands of abso

press freedom.

Coverage Of Africa By The Western Media
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As earlier mentioned, the coverage of Africa bywrestern wcld is not only shabby,
but also predominantly negative. This can be vivaicertained by the findings of
Gary T. Hunt (1996:189) who examined (investigatéitg image” of Africa as
reflected by the elite American press. His findiags in line with the observations of
Hatchten and Beil (1985) and Martin (1992) who tembkthat Africa is tne of the
most underreported regions in the world,even though Africa is the second largest
continent of the world®achten & Beil1985:626-630) Some of the findings of G.T Hunt in
his study are:

i) The Association Press (AP’S) coverage of Africdefcrises and conflicts

from troubled spots.
i) The developing countries have often been scargppmted by the western media
lii) The interests of the American media audience didtet coverage in the media.

The perception of American editors appears to aettieir audience have limited or
virtually no interest in Third World events and regwence, their scanty coverage of
these areas. Unfortunately this is the oppositelaft happens in the third world
countries, who rather, have American news condligtéaturing in their media. There
is, therefore, a lack of reciprocity. When foreiggws does appear in the American
media, it tends to focus on Western Europe, Sosih,Ahe Far East, and the Middle
East.(G.T Hunt, in Merrill:1995:192) These are the aradnich they have business
relationships with, apart from regional proximitythvthem. These factors determine
their coverage of foreign news. Although journalish the western world are

encouraged to write chaotic stories about Afriba, Western audience do not care
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about these stories on disaster and coups.(Filzg&@89 in Merrill 1995:247) This is
because many media organizations in the Westerli\ware ‘decided that Africa is r

longer politically fashionable or newsworthy. (jezald, 1987: 24)
Iv) American news have the tendency to predustd and strange news about
Africa.

V) The coverage of Africa by the Western radacks in-depth analysis and highly
researched background material. Suffjdewever, to say that some reasons
were also recognized by Hunt for thizsleild coverage of third World countries.

Reasons For Biased Coverage of Africa

i) Complexity and unnecessary bureaucracy in gainitiy énto Third World
Countries. Difficult travel conditions and costreporting on such a large
continent as Africa.

i) The size of Africa and the distance between coemwof interest that the western
media may want to cover or report.

lii) The focus on western media audience interest, whitte prime concern of
western editors.

The findings of G.T Hunt actually reflects the néedthe western media and
particularly the American news media to have aossrrethink, and take a look at the
way it covers Africa. On the other hand, Africaruntries must work with American
reporters to make it easier for them to cover th@inent; for both objective news
coverage is possible only when “both the sourcethadeporter fully understand each
other’s role. (G.T Hunt, in Merrill:1995:208) Theos€, both the American media and

the African countries have a big role to play iotifging these discrepancies in the
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western media coverage of Africa.

3.2 Constitutional Guarantees

The first amendment to the American constitutioypssa Congress shall

make no law to abrogate the freedom of the préssNigeria, the

concept of the liberty of the press is embodieseation 39 (1) of the

1999 constitution which says “Every person shalebstled to freedom

of expression, including freedom to hold opiniomnl &m receive and

impart ideas and informationOsinbajo & Fogam (1991) mentioned some justifiaa

for a free press as follows:

[IFirst, that the institution of a free press- ia&press that isidependent, and free

censorship is an essential element of every fiade aihd modern democracy.

[1Second, it is held that it is the function and ediethe duty of th@ress to keep tl
citizens of a country informed of the differespinions which are being expressec
that the citizens can make the political decisidrclv a democracy demands of them.
JAlso, it has been held that the security of constinal governmenlies in effecting
peaceful change based on the worthiness and appepbosing programmes and id
presented to the public by trmpetitor for political power. Besides, it is wig
considered that freedom of the press is esseanttaktindividual’s own development

and realization.
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It must however be pointed out that the freedonegdression clause asated in th
Nigerian constitution does not specifically mentimedi: practitioners. Rather, it se
“every person”, which presupposes that every merabtre society has a right warite

and to print as they will and gather news for angligation without interference.

Self Assessment Exercise 1.1
1. What do you understand by freedom of expression?

2. Is freedom of expression synonymous with thedoen of the press?

3.3 Limits to Freedom of the Press

There is no absolute freedom anywhere, even irfrdest societies athe world. Fo
the freedom or right of one person or the pregautdishshould not destroy the right
another man or the right of society to exist andshe from the effect of wrongft
harmful, defamatory omischievous publications. Therefore, the pressfitegesiom an
equal responsibility that goes with that freedainials a right and a duty. For

every right or freedom that is claimed or enjoyleer¢ is a corresponding duty.

In the words oDenning L. J:

To our way of thinking, it is elementary that eaohn should be able to inquire
seek after truth until he has found it. Every omé¢hie land shouldbe free to think h
own thoughts, to have his ownopinion and give véacthem, in public or iprivate, s
long as he does not speak ill of his neighbour, feeel also to criticize th&overnmer

or any party or group of people, so long as he dmggncite anyone to violencén
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short, while the press wants absolute and unhiddffedom, thdreedom has to |

limited in the overall interest of everyone in sgiincluding the press by:

- The Constitution
- The Legislature
- The Courts; and
- The Government
While guaranteeing freedom of expression and tlesgrtheconstitution is also quic

to impose limitations. For example: The 19@hstitution makes freedom of expres:

subject to any law that is reasonably justifialbl@idemocratic society.

Section 39 (3). Says:
Nothing in this sectic shall invalidate any law that is reasonably
justifiable in a democratic socie

a. For the purpose of preventing the dmale of information received
in confidence, maintaining the authoanhd independence of courts
or regulating telephony, wireless broasding, television or the

exhibition of cinematographic filnms;

b. Imposing restrictions upon personslimg office under the

Government of the Federal or of a state, membetiseoNigerianPolice Force or oth

government security services established by law.

Section 45(1) provides:
“Nothing in Section 37, 38, 40 and 41 of this Cdnsibn shall

invalidate any law that is reasonably justifialsieaidemocratic society.
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a) In the interest of defense, Public safetblic order, public
morality; public health; or

b) For the purpose of protection of théntsgand freedom of other
persons.

In pursuance of this constitutional provision, floe protection of theublic and privat
individuals legislatures in Nigeria are thereforeefand have been able to pass law
the following areas:

a) Contempt of court and contempt of paréam

b) Disclosure or publication of official sets including defence and
security information

c) Publication of obscene and harmful éitare and materials

d) Sedition and seditious publication

e) Defamation; and

f) Regulation of telephony, wireless broadrwy, television or thexhibition o
cinematography films.

4.0 CONCLUSION
The freedom of expression and freedom of the gyeen by the constitution are not without
limits or warnings. It is important for every medlieactitioner to know that there is a limit to

his or her freedom of expression so as not to ouhdf the law.

5.0 SUMMARY

The freedom of expression and freedom of the @esso important that virtually all-
international and national charters of human rigat®gnize them. Besides, most countries of
the world including Nigeria have enshrined thenthigir constitutions. However, it must be

noted that the freedom is not limited to journaliskone, also the freedom is
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not without restriction from the constitution, fragovernment, courts and legislations.

6.0 TUTOR MARKED ASSIGNMENT (TMA)

Name and explain the various ways of curtailingfteedom of th press.

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READINGS

Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria &Nj(1999) (Section 39).
CLO, Constitutional Right Project, CRP and the biaél Human
Rights Commission in Abuja NHRC.

Epku, Ray (1988): The Media and Democracy in Negdseing excerpts from a paper
delivered at a workshop on 1995 constitubrganized in 1998 by Civil Liberty
Organization,

Fitzgerald (1989) p.59, quoted in J.C Merrill p.247

Garry T. Hunt, “The image of Arica as reflectedthg Elite American Press” in L.U Uche
North-South Information Culture: TrendsGlobal Communication and Research
Paradigms. Lagos: Longman 1996:189

N Udoakah, “Press Freedom, The West and Africaicafi54 (June 1994:35) cited in .
Merrill (1995)Global JournalismSurvey of International Communication. Third
Edition U.S.A: Longman, p.233

Onwubere Chidinma (2000). The Variables in the Camication Process: A Guide For
Beginners. Lagos: Nwobodo Publishers.

Osinbajo, Yemi and Fogam, Kadinga (19Nigeria Mass Media Laylagos Gravitas
Publishments & Ltd.

Sunday, Oloruntola.(2006). “Press Freedbiivs Reporting and Writing NOUN Course Book
Robert L. Stevenson “Freedom of the #Agwund the World” in J.C Merrill (ed)

Global JournalismSurvey of International Communication. Third Editid.S.A:
Longman, 1995, p.63

W.A Hachten and B.Beil, “Bad News or No News?” eoug Africa, 1965-1982]ournalism
Quarterh62, 1985 (p. 626-630) quoted in J.C Merrill, p. 246

67



MODULE 3
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THE BIRTH OF NIGERIAN NEWSPAPERS:
THE WEST AFRICAN PILOT
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2.0 Objectives
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Establishment of the West African pildb®73)
Editorial policy of the pilot
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pilot: awakening political conscioasa
pilot: features of general interest
Obafemi Awolowo and the Tribune
Conclusion
Summary
Tutor-marked assignments

References/further readings

1.0 Introduction

One of the products of western education was Nnamitiwe. He returned frol

overseas and determined to fight Nationalism thinothge muzzle of journam. The

West African Pilotwas the medium he used to register his misgivingains

colonialism as well as rediscover the lost consmess of the African personality

the grip of coloniapowers.
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2.0 OBJECTIVES
At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

0 Disclose the establishmenthefiwest African Pilot.
O Discuss the editorial policytbé pilot.

0 Pinpoint the contributions bétPilot

0 State the political awakenirighe Pilot

N X ray the general featureshef Pilot

3.0 MAIN CONTENTS

3.1 ESTABLISHMENT OF THE WESTAFRICAN PILOT. (1937)

According to Fred Omu, “in November, 198Aamdi AZzkwe started the We
African pilot which immediatel became the major forum of thecreased national
consciousness which had been awaiting a poterdtarit stimulus.

The Weekly Record had died in 1930, thdyDdews had ceased to attractisas
attention by 1934 and the mildirties therefore, no newspaper existed to criyasgahnc
canalize the-growing nationalist influences of ldie inter-war- years.

The West African Pilotstepped into the void and with Azikwe’s admissiay
membership of the Nigeriariouth movement and his election to the Central Hiee
Committeeof the movement, a new era of politics and natisnalwas born. Azikwe :
an admirer of Thomas H. Jacksbrought into Nigeria a new idealism, of national
as well asnew techniques of political and Journalistic prapada learned during |
training and experience in the United Statelés Initial platform was the Africe
Morning Postwhich he edited in Accra for two and half yearsilum¢ resigned on 1
April, 1937, a week after the West African Court of Appeabatd his appeal agai
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the Judgment of the Supreme Court which the previear had convicted him -
sedition.

His influence developed in Lagos with thedrporation of the Zik press limited i
5" August and the launching of the Pitmt 12 November. The opening address en
“The curtain Rises” described the editorship astisels of popular liberty ar
guardians of Civilization whose supreme task was#ake assertions in unequivc

terms.

3.2 EDITORIAL POLICY OF THE PILOTS

According to Azikwe in my odyssey had christened the new daily paper V
African pilot, and chose Dante Alighier immortal lines as it's motto :show the li¢
and the people W find the way”. The duty of a pilot was to guidlee ship entrusted
his care and | thought that, at the stage in thveldpment of my country, it was not-
duty of any patriot to pontificate. It was incumbam me to turn the searchlight
publicity, in the form of narration or exposition or;sgeiption or argumentation, on -
courses of action affecting my country directlyindirectly, leading people to dec

for themselves what attitude to adopt and whabadt take, under such guidance.

3.3 PILOT AND ITS CONTRIBUTIONS

The West African pilot made immense contributiores the growth an
development of Nigerian press.
The contribution cut across various areas of bfaef among which are outlined ¢
discussed below.
1. Business Orientations: With the appeararicéloand the emergence of Pilot
the newspaper scene, newspaper publishing quickiedl out to be a business ven
with pilot outlook. Unlike it's predecessors, thdoPand it's goup made newspay
publication as a purely profariented business. Zik and his paper achievedsthgula

feat by appointing agencies all over the place withew to ensuring wide circulatic
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He also popularized newspaper reading by addingl lnews menu to attract mc
readerships.

2. The Advent of Newspaper chains: At the time Zikneled himself into tf
newspaper venture, there was no trace of chairigtemce, Zik’'s arrival in Journalis
scene brought a new dimension into the profesaghe introduced newspaper Ch
in Nigeria. Zik's group of Newspapers Nigerian liied had the Pilo@as the fla
bearer, the Eastern Nigerig@uardian (1940) published in Port Harcourt, Nig
Spokesman (1943) published in Onitsha, SouthernemdigDefender(1943) firs
launched in warri and later transferred to Ibad@hg Daily Comet (1949); TI

Northern Advocate published in Jos and Sentinel published in Enugu.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE
What do you consider the major contribution of West African Pilotto the Nigeria

Press?

3.4 PILOT: AWAKENING POLITICAL CONCIOUSNESS:

Supported by Zik’'s Group, Zik embarked on publishiand employing tf
newspaper Chain at his disposal to propagate hitscpbideals and beliefs. Thougheh
papers are independent administratively, they aftesed ranks on controversial iss
and took the same stand with the Rilatthis way, the Zik’'s family had their influer
felt nationwide.

Use of wire service: Another Important feature loé West African Pilotvas that i
made use of foreign press association starting ft84b. Itconsequently became -
first post war newspaper to make use of the wirgices provided by Reuters. T
important foresight has turned out to be a commeatuire \ith the present d:
newspaper houses that rely heavily on internatiomad-service for their foreign new

Note that Zik was a one time Reus correspondent for West Africa.
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SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE
What do you understand by “The Chain of Newspapers”

35 FEATURES OF GENERAL INTERESTS

- The Pilot became thest newspaper in Nigeria to introduce Columns eheya
interest such as women’s column; book review ekcuged these columns for esci
They were also meant to lighteretheavy burden imposed on people by politics ¢
day.

- Introduction of Banner Headlines: the paper adopied of banner headlir
across the entire pages especially the lead stotlyeafront and “back pages. It a
introduced headlines with verb, eg. Zik goes to court. There were otheovation:
like proper newspaper planning, pictorial or phodournalism and other forms
illustrations that metamorphosed into today’s mieci Journalism.

- Purely Indigenous newspapers: Piothie first newspaper in the country to be
entirely by Nigerians Contrary to igedecessors which were run wholly or partiall
foreigners. Pilot and itlounder are by all standards devoid of any foreigarest an

influence.

4:0 CONCLUSION

The West African Pilot inculcated in the people Wmtues of reading and seek
knowledge through the addition of local, news calsnilhe objective of the publisl
was achieved through wider circulation strategiBsis may explainwhy the pape
though it has long disappeared from news standdraained indelible in the minds

those who read it.
SUMMARY

From the foregoing, we have been able to tracenhistery of the West Africe

Pilot, its editorial policy, contributions,egeral features and enhancement of pol
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awareness in the country.

TUTOR- MARKED ASSIGNMENTS
What is the relevance of “My Odyssey” to the Wesidan Pilot?

REFERNCES/FURTHER READINGS.
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UNN.

IKIME, Obaro, 20" Anniversary History of NTV, Ibadan S'1Photo RAMA:
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Okunna, Stella Introduction to mass communicatiomudt:NewGeneratio
Books
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MODULE 3

UNIT TWO: AWOLOWO AND THE TRIBUNE

1:0 Introduction
2.0 Objectives
3:0 Main Content
3:1 The life of Obafemi Awolowo
3:2 Awolowo and the media
3:3 Awolowo and the Tribune
3:4 The role of the Nigerian Tribune
4:4 Conclusion
5:0 Summary
6:0 Turor-marked
1.0 INTRODUCTION

Nigeria Independence was made possible by nationalime. of the men wi
fought seriously for the liberation of Nigeria frooolonial influence and dominati
was Obafemi Awolowo. Though #awyer politician, he made extensive use of

media to reposition the Western Nigeria .

2:0 OBJECTIVES.
At the end of this unit, you should be able to:
O Trace the history of the life of Obafemi Awwo

O Discuss the contributions of Awolowo to tlggowth of the
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Nigerian media

1 Discuss how Awolowo established the Tribune Bieaper.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT

31 THE LIFE OF OBAFEMI AWOLOWO.

Chief Obafemi Awolowo was born in 1909 at Ikenngu® State . He foundec
political organization called OMO Odudaw which later metamorphosed intc
political party. Though a layer by profession, fexzdme the First premier @esteri
Nigeria in 1954 and, later, leader of oppositiontire federal parliament. Ch
Awolowo was the proprietor of the Nigerian Tributa Newspaper which became
important media organ of his political party.

Awolowo made his mark as a nationalist and poéticiand also fought with ott

Nationalists to send the white man king from the shores of Nigeria.

3:2 AWOLOWO AND THE MEDIA

Awolowo’s greatest contribution to Nigeria mediatbry was in 1959 when
established the Western Nigerian Broadcasting 8efMVNBS) in Ibadan. The WNE
provided radio and television broadcasting servi€dsef Awolowo launchedhe firs
television station in Nigeria and indeed, the Adnccontinent, the Western Niger
Television (WNTYV) at Ibadan.

The station with the call signal, “WNTV, first infAca” laid the pioneerin
foundation of television broadcasting in NigerisheTWNTV, Ibadan (new NTA
Ibadan) was commissioned by Chief Awolowo himself3d October, 1959. Awolow
who also featured prominently in the second Repuldi leader of the Unity party
Nigeria died in 1987

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE
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Outline the contributions of Awolowo to the Nigaripress?

3.3 AWOLOWO AND THE NIGERIAN TRIBUNE

This is a newspaper that belonged to the Actionu@rparty of Chief Obafer
Awolowo. He was alsche proprietor of the newspaper. He launchedch#hespaper ¢
November 1949, through its publisher, the Africaregs Limited. The vernacu
associate of the paper, Irohin Yoruba had beemeeagt up in 1945 through the effc

of Awolowo’s deputy in the Action Group party fouediin 1951.

34 THE ROLE OF THE NIGERIAN TRIBUNE

The Nigerian Tribune aimed at adopting the stariderdNnamdi Azikiwe’'s Wes
African Pilot which served the NNDP, NYM and Z&kNCNC. In 1962, the crisis in t
Action Group party resulted in the party’s fractdination into two. Akintola, the
premier of Western Nigeria whose faction was in powet up a prgovernmer
newspaper, Daily sketch in 1964.

The Nigerian Tbune saw itself as rival to Dr. Azikiwe’'s West Afan Pilot an
its chain of newspapers, thereby polarizing thelrw between the two Journa

leaders. The Tribune, as it is now called, is at#trong Ibadan-based national daily.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE
Discuss the relationship between Nigerian Tribume Raily Sketch?

4.0 CONCLUSION

The contributions of Obafemi Awolowo to the mediattry cannot be eas

swept under the carpet. The solid foundation he far the Wesrn Nigerial

Television reflects in the Nigeria . This may aésglain why the Tribune still hits t
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newspaper stand today.

5.0 SUMMARY

This unit has revealed to the student the life @nues of Chief Obafer
Awolowo, his contrilutions to the media industry in Nigeria , his ebgdiment o
Western Nigerian Television, the Nigerian Tribumel @he role of the tribune to t

political enhancement of the country.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENTS

Discuss the contributions of Obafemi Awolowo to Breadcast media in Nigeria?

7.0 REFERENCES OR FURTHER REAINGS
Duyile, Dayo. (1979). Media and Mass communicatioNigeria Ibadan ,

Gong-Duyison publishers.

Omu, Fred (1978). Press and Politics in Nigeriaddm: Longman

Publishers.

Uka, Luke. (1989). Mass Media people and Politichligeria New Delhi: Concept

Publishing company, India.
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MODULE 3

UNIT 3: THE DAILY TIMES

1.0 Introduction
2.0 Objectives
3.0 Main Contents
3.1 The Birth of the Daily Times
3.2 Government Ownership
3.3 X-ray of major highlights of Daily mies
3.4 Chain ownership of the paper

4.0 Conclusion
5.0 Summary
6.0 Tutor-marked Assignments

7.0 Reference/Further Readings .

INTRODUCTION
Most of the newspapers available during the colama were not published dai
There was a need to publish a newspaper that watddm the people of # daily

events happening in the colonial era. The Daily&@smwas the answer to that challer
OBJECTIVES

At the end of this unit, the stud: will be able to
1 Trace the birth of The Daily Times
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1 Define Government ownership of the paper
1 X-ray major highlights of the paper
1 State clearly the subsidiary publications of thpegr.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT

31 THE BIRTH OF THE DAILY TIMES.

The greater popularization of the newspaper asualtref the polical ferment o

the early twenties and the significant expansioadmertisement patronage stimulé
by post-war economy (that is after 1918) increatbed attraction of the daily news-
paper as a sound, commercial proposition. Someusiatdm for dailynewspapers w.
also provoked by Governor Clifford’s lament of thlesene of such publications, in t
country in his famous address to the Nigerian cdunci920. The absence of a di:
press prevented the wide dissemination of newsutiirout the coumy which is
customary in the West Indies, and which for exampeaffected in Ceylon by t
publication in Colombo of two morning and two eveninewspapers on every wi
day.
This statement contributed to public appetite faitydnewspapers. The abogeenari
gave rise to the launching of the Nigerian Dailyn€son 1st June, 1926, establishe
a company on June 6, 1925. The first 2,000 copliddigerian Daily Timesas it wa
then called- hit the streets of Lagos a year |&iest edited by Erest Ikoli, the paper
editorial policy was liberal, espousing in partednty support for Nigerian progress
advancement” and” a strong sense of sane natiaomalis

The paper was the brain child of four gemen:-

- V. Ronald Osborne, AdeyemAlakija, Leonard Archer and Richard Barrow.
incorporated company was the Nigerian printing pmblishing company (NPPC)

A copy of the paper sold for a peni
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SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

In what ways do the early newspapers differ fromBaily Times?

3:2 GOVERNMENT OWNERSHIP

In 1975, the Federal government acquired forcefellypercent shares of the D
from their original 17,000 owners. The acquisitminthe DTN was done through 1
National Insurance Corporation of Nica, NICON.

This change of ownership was the third time ownersiithe organization wou
be changing hands. The first times was in the 193@hen H.B.Paul, a Liverpoc
publisher, bought its controlling shares, Paul rladeld it to Guy Bartholmew
Publisher of the Daily Mirror, 20 December, 194Mis was when the name, 1

Nigerian Daily times was dropped to Daily tim

3.3 X-RAY OF MAJOR HIGHLIGHTS OF DAILY TIMES

The Daily times assembled and worked the firstgigly Owned rotaryprinting
machine in Nigeria.
- It became the first non-government ownedspaper in the country, to set iip
photo-engraving type setting and type-casting plant
- It employed skilled foreign Journalists whoought professionalism intdhd
paper. It also filled greater portion of the pap#th materials from paid writers as w
as views from its readers.
- If pursued a deliberate policy of Africanisation togining Journalists, printers &

machine operators whose skills enriched Nigeriamndism.
3:4 COMMENTS ON THE DAILY TIMES.

We noted that Daily Timesas involved in chain ownership. They are Sul

Times, spear (magazine) Home studies, Evening TiMésmen’'s World, Busine
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Times, Headlines, Times International and the LayegkendNote, due to factors \

may not discuss here, some of these publicatiansuwrof circulation now.

4:0 CONCLUSION

The Daily Times was a child of necessity. Thougaréhwas a great need
publish a newspaper that reflected the daily happenimdsigeria , the birth of tr
Daily Times revealed the possibility of actualiziagbunch of advertisements in «

medium. This also contributed to its instant susces

5.0 SUMMARY
We have taken note of the factors that led to thé bif the Daily Times the natt
of Government ownership of the medium, the highbgbf the paper and the ch
ownership of the paper.
6:0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENTS
(1) What factors actually contributed to bigh of The
Daily Times
(2) Mention the highlights of the Daily Times
(3) Why did the federal Government take dierDaily Times.
4) Mention some of the other publicationsghe Daily Times/

REFFERENCES/FURTHER READINGS

Duyile, Dayo, (1979Media and Mass Communication in Nigeridadan : Gong-
Duyison Publishers.

Nwuneli, Onuora, (198cCommunication in NigeriaA Book of
Readings : Enugu : Fourth Dimension Publish

Omu, Fred (1986)Press and Politics in Nigeria 1880-193Tbadan : Longme
Publishers.
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MODULE 3

UNIT 4: EXPANSION OF NEWSPAPERS IN THE EAST AND NORTH
1:0 Introduction
2:0 Objectives
3:0 Main content
3:1 Gaskiya Tafi Kwabo and Citizen
3:2 The Comet Newspaper (1933)
3:3 The Messenger (1921-1926)
3:4 The Daily Service (1933-1936)

3:5 The Dawn

3:6 Other Publications
4:0 Conclusion
5:0 Summary
6:0 Tutor-marked Assignments
7:0 References/Further Readings
1.0 INTRODUCTION

Historical records show that indigenous Newspapers startewh filus Wes
particularly Badagry, the headquarters of Iwe InohiGradually, the national
consciousness spread to the East and North withubkcation of many newspapers
Easterners and northerse Some of these newspapers contributed immensellge
actualization of Nigeria as a nation.

2:0 OBJECTIVES

At the end of this unit, we hope to present thelipabon of some newspapers
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the East and North such as, Gaskiya Tafiako, the messenger, the cometh, the |

service, the Dawn, and other publications whicl khie foundation for the media

Nigeria
3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3:1 GASKIYA TAFI KWABO AND CITIZEN

These two newspapers belonged to the Northern idigdyased Northerieoples
CongresgNPC). They also emerged as rivals to the partyspeyers established
the NCNC and Action Group.

Gaskiya Tafi kwabo and Hausa language nepepwas founded on 13anuary
1939 by the Gaskiya corporation which later addedtd stable, the Citizeranothe
weekly that (later) metamorphosed into the New Na&geon 1stJanuary, 1996. TI
New Nigerian was taken over by tFederal Government alongside the Daily Tinres
1975.

The Norther Nigerian government controlled by the NPC hadmthas it'
mouthpiece in the struggle for the control of thachinery of the Federadligeriar
Government still under colonial rule. Gaskiya TEfvabo means “Truth is worthi
than money”.

While he NCNC used the West African pilot and it's graadight the battle fc
political supremacy over it's counterparts, theidatGroup used the Nigerian Tribt
and the resurrected Daily Service to fight ¢surse. The NPC was banking on
citizen andGaskiya Tafi Kwabo for national leadership amorgrivals. More will be

discussed on this topic on the chapter on issugégarsonalities.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

Justify the name “Gaskiya Tafi Kwabo”
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3:2 THE COMET NEWSPAPER (1933-1945)

The Comemewspaper was set up in 1933 by Duse MohammedAIlEgyptia
who lived in Northern Nigeria. This Egyptian Moslgmoprietor had earlier found
the newspaper in London but decided to transfén iNigeria in 1933. Th&Comet'’s
objedive was the advancement and promotion of the le¥ahationalism in Afric
through it's news reports and editorials. To achithis objective, the newspaper sef
to become militant and nationalistic indeed. It moed and promoted the cause
Nigerian workers as was evidenced by it's role in tBdS.worker’s strike which led

it's ban and proscription by the colonial authesti

3:3 THE MESSENGER (1921-1926)

This newspaper established and edited hgdErSisei Ikoli begapublication o
10" March 1921 in Lagoslt was a weekly newspaper sold for three pencd
published by the Nigerian printing and publishirgnpany (NPPC) owned by Ikoli.

The edited office of the newspaper wasdaOa8unlami street, Lagos wahilt wa:
printed at the Awobola press, pearse square, Olbawg, Lagos . It published 1
some period, and was briefly interrupted till 1926en it suspended publication :
transformed into the Nigeria Daily Times when lkets unable to fund the Nevwaspe
alone. It was sold to officials of the Lagos chamblecommerce who renamed it 1

Nigerian Daily Times

34 THE DAILY SERVICE (1933-1936)

The Daily Service was published in 1933 by Ernketilwho had earlier found:
The African Messenger and edited The Nigerian Dailmes. The Daily Servickatel
became the official organization known as the Nagyé&fouth Movement (NYM). Th
newspaper was published under the proprietorshig aiwyer, Mr. Olatunji Caxton-

Martins.
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35 DAWN

The Dawn Newspaper was edited by Mr. C. WilliamS§ierra Leonean who al
was the publisher. He was a stenographer and pmvite started publication in A
with a handful of staff as he had not enough moteeyire enough workersAs
he wasalmost doing everything by himself, he was givea ttame “The Jack of .
trade of Nigerian Journalism. Despite the lackradiggh financial resources and sta
run the newspaper, it was able to remain in thesstamds steadily with a ciration of
2000 copies weekly.

The Dawn newspaper was able to stamp it's namea aastern based newspa
making it's publisher one of the foremost pionesfrdournalism in The Eastern par

Nigeria. It ceased publication in the year 1€

3:6 OTHER PUBLICATIONS

There were also the West African Advertiser (193®)lished jointly by J.T. Joh
a surveyor M.O.Hiege, a business man. The Eastern Nigerian Ma@831 The Calabi
Observer (1902) and several religious Journals dednin the early part of the 20
century.

They includeThe Leisure Hours published by CMS Bookshop in lsaffi®17)
The Nigerian Methodist (1925), The African Christi&l931), The African Chur
Chronicle, 1934 and the Catholic Life publishedcimabar in (1936 to 1970s).

4:0 CONCLUSION

The Colonial era was indeed characterized by tle@grderance of newspap:
The interesting thing is that most of these newspapvere published by Non-
Nigerians. It is believe that all these publications in one way or the otlmetributed t

the success of the nationalist movement in Nigeria.
5:0 SUMMARY
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This unit has been able to disclose to the studlemtestablishment of sol
Newspapers in Nigeria ch as Gaskiya Tafi Kwabo, the citizen, the comat

Messenger, The Daily service, The Dawn and othbligations.

6:0 TUTOR- MARKED ASSIGNMENT
Trace the chronology of the spread of newspapetiset&castern padf Nigeria durin

the colonial era?

7:0 REFERENCES /FURTHER READINGS
Azikiwe, Nnamdi, (1964) Pioneer Heroes of The Nigerian Presah Address to th
first Graduating students of the Jackson Collegdanfrnalism, University «

Nigeria Nsukka .

Duyile, Dayo, (1979) Mdia and Mass Communication in Nigeridbadan : Gong-

Duyison Publishers,

Uka, Luke (1989)Mass Media people and Politics in Nigeridew Deihi: Concej
Publishing Company,
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MODULE 4

INTRODUCTION
UNIT 1: The Post Independence Media in Nigeria
UNIT 2:  Evolution of Radio/TV Broadcasting inderia
UNIT 3:  News Agency of Nigeria.
UNIT 4:  Deregulation of Broadcast Media in Nige

UNIT 1: POST INDEPENDENCE MEDIA IN NIGERIA

CONTENTS
1:0 Introduction
2:0 Objective
3:0 Main content
3:1 The Guardian
3:2 The Editorial policy of the Guandia
3:3 The post Express
3:4 The concord Newspapers
3:5 The Sun Newspapers
3:6 Other Newspaper
4:0 Conclusion
5:0 Summary
6:0 Tutor-marked Assignments
7:0 References/Further Readings.

1:0 INTRODUCTION

The early 1980’s withessed the emergence of modemnspepers in Nigeri
One significant factor about these newspapers aavailability of trained and skill
manpowerto undertake the task of informing, educating antkraining the peopl
Moreover, they were all established by individuasiness rather than government.
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2.0 OBJECTIVES
At the end of this unit, you should be able to
1 Recallthe factors surrounding the establishment of Thar@an, the po

Express, The Concord Newspapers, the Sun Newspapdrsther newspap

that became prominent in the political activitiédshe country.

3:1 THE GUARDIAN

The Guardian newspaper is one of the outstandingmegpers in Nigeria. It w
established on the 27tf February 1983 by Alex lbru from Delta State, agdhos
who weaned the paper at the cradle stage were &e.de, Dr Stanley Macebuh a
Segun Osoba who were all former executives of DEilyes.

The motto of the paper is Conscience, nurturedroghTand to some reasone

extent it tries to live up to this motto.

3:2 EDITORIAL POLICY

The Guardian being an independent newspaper wall éitnes uphold the ne
for justice probity in public life, equal access to the naoresources and eq
protection under the law of Nigeria for all citizenlit aims at presenting balan
coverage of events and ofgpnoting the best interest of Nigeria. It is comatto th
best traitors and ideals of republican democraayaso to the principle of individL

freedom and believes that all citizens have dusewell as rights.

3:3 THE POST EXPRESS

The post express newspaper owned by chief Sony gog top businessm:
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made founding management team included Dr Stanlagelduh, Dr Fred Onyabor ¢
Obaro Ikime.

The motto is Justice in service of camity. It also aimed ato link with any
political, cultural, ideological or ethnic groupdapromised accurate and fair reports
well as reasoned and informed comments. The marag&mfirst news paperit
revolutionary step was the simultaneous printinghef Post Express in Lagaad Pot
Harcourt.

The paper has retained an independent posturesamadired accurate and fai
its news report and comments. The paper tries tarshfegard the interest of tl

South-East that has remained perpetually margathliz

3:4 THE CONCORD NEWSPAPER

Concord Newspapers are based in Ikeja, Lagos. iféieidi the stable of tt
newspaper published by business mogul and politiofapresidential standard, CF
Moshood Abiola is National Concortl.was established by Chief Abiola in Lagos v
a sum of one million naira (Chief Abiola, 1981) Al@’'s National concord w:
published along with it's weekly edition, SundaynCord on 1st March, 1980. f&w
years later, he added three vernacular nevers to itsstable in Nigeria's thre
languages.

The newspapers were Isokan (Yoruba), Udoka (Ilghd)Amana (Hausa). T
Concord group later added four more publicationsitsostableBusiness Concor
Weekend Concord, African science Monitor and Afmi€2oncord.

Abiola’s National Concord was known fiis fearlessness and attack
political opponents. The role it played in suppoftthe National Partyof Nigerie
(NPN) against Chief Obafemi Awolowo’s Unity Partf igeria (URN) in the secon
Republic politics is still fresh in people’s mind.

The National Concord, like Dr, Nnamdi Azikwe's Westican's Pilot later se

up subsidiaries in various part of Nigeria knowncasnmunity Concord. Presently,
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National Conccd and all it's subsidiaries have disappeared froennewspaperstands
may be temporarily.

The newspaper’s problem may not be aneoted with the death of itsunder
Chief M.K.O Abiola.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE
Compare and contrast Chief Ibrushe Guardian and Chif Abiola’s Concorc

newspaper?

35 THE SUN NEWSPAPERS

The Sun which began publication in 2003 has becaoroee influential thar
some of its older counterparts. It is publishedLagos by Chief Orji Uzo Kalu,
Governor of Abia Sate at the time of this publioatiltsstyle of page design make
very unique among other Nigeria newspapers. TheiSknown for itsdistinct metho
of reporting news events and it's fearlessnegsalie a great mark thrgh it's detaile:
reporting of the Tsunami disaster of"2Becember, 2004. The Sun’s courageous
consistent reporting of the celebrated removahepéctor General of police, Mr. T.
Balogun as well as the dramatic and controversedifjnation” of @ief Audu Ogbe
as chairman of the ruling PeoplBgmocratic Party. (PDP) is believed to have w

more readerships.

3:6 OTHER NEWSPAPERS

There is also This Day newspaper which is notedGentralization of it’
masthead, a feature that distinguished it from natisér Nigerian newspapecghel
onesthat exist today in Nigeria include National Int&rgublished in Lagos, T
Examiner also published in Lagos but presently afutirculation, the Eastern voi
(Jos).

The Agenda, New Age, The Announcer (Owerri) thet&rasHerald, (Owerr
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the Daily Independent, the Hallmark and so on. &herlso the Po&xpress publishe
in Lagos by Chief Sunny Odogwu,. Its establishmeas pioneered under Dr Sta
Macebuh and itfirst chief executive who also did the same thiogthe Guardian. Tt
Post Express is noted for its in-depth storiesavaifin events.

This newspaper was among the nations$ fiewspapers to be on internkt.
furnishes its readers with detailed and up-ttate account of important events on
foreign scene supplemented with update photographs. Today, many ser
Nigerian National Dailies are on the internet whdefew of them including tt
Guardian and Daily Times are members of the AuditeBu of Circulation network.

In the second Republic (1979-1983), sevpdiitical newspapers also sprang
and most of them disappeared the way they camavayéars after. They incluc
among others the National published in Alyaly. Nwakamma Okoro of the Natiol
Partyof Nigeria (NPN), The mail published in Owerri, byterests associated with |
Imo state government under the Nigerian PeoplelsyRRPP). The Satellitpublishes
in Enugu by Mr. Jim Nwabodo, the NPP Goverdrthe old Anambara state. 1
newspaper was “resurrected and transferred to L.dgbst died again.

There were also other such newspapers as The Repdfte Trumpet, Tt
Record, The Broom and Sunray published in port blat¢ Sunray lastedof a few
years and later collapsed in the late 1990’s. Tlecalso theCometand Natione
interest newspapers established and published god_between the end of the 19¢

and the present day.

4:0 CONCLUSION

The publishers ofiie Guardian, The Concord , Chief Ibru and Chief has
Abiola actually paved the way for other newspapersmerge. Their newspapers w
detribalized in content and in engagement of dgkilleurnalists. Despite politic
challenges, the Guardian is ktilorking strong while the death of Chief Abioladahis

inconvenience in politics led to the demise ofrie&/spapers.
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5:0 SUMMARY
We have been able to present some pupendence newspapers in Nig

particularly The Guardian, The Concord, The Sure Pbst Express among others.

6:0 TUTOR MARKED ASSIGNMENTS.

(1) What factor contributed to the demise ofKt&ional Concord?

(2) Mention five other post-independence Newspsjn Nigeria andive communit
Newspapers in Nigeria

(3) State clearly the editional policy of thededian

7:0 REFERENCE/FURTHER READINGS
Abiola, M.K.O, (1981)How | set up National Concorg “Address at the Ma

Communication Week of Mass Communicatdudents, University of Lagos ,

Alozie, V.0O. (2003)The History of the Nigerian Mass MediA Lecture to Mas
Communication Students of Madona Ursitgr, Okija,

Aknfeleye, R.A.(1981Pre and Post Independence Nigerian Journal{9®591873)
An Unpublished M.Sc these, Schoolafraalism, University of Missouri ,
U.S. A

Coker, Increase Seventy Years of the Nigerian préases Press Lagos.
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The Beginning of Effective Radio BroadcastiméNigeria
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Regional Broadcasting
History of Television Broadcasting
Television Broadcasting in other Parts of@oaintry
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Conclusion
Summary
Tutor- Marked Assignments
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INTRODUCTION

Broadcasting in Nigeria was the answer to the 8ritjuest focommunicatio
to her west African colnies. From Britain, Radio broadcasting which bt
with the Radio distribution service (RD8) Nigeria spread like the harmat
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wind to theother parts of the country. All the phases of tlesedopment ¢
Radio signaled the advancement of the medium.

OBJECTIVES
At the end of this unit, you ould be able to recourhe history of broadcasting

Nigeria. The NBS transformation into NBC, Regiomgbadcasting, the History

Television Broadcasting and the Nigeria Televistathority, among others.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 HISTORY OF RADIO BROADCASTING IN NIGERIA

The history of radio broadcasting in Nigeria ddiask to the year, 1932 when
British colonial administration in Lagos relayecdetlfirst British Empire service
Nigeriars from Daventry. Englandrhe establishment of radio Broadcasting in N&
was sequel to the decision of the British Goverrtmrehondon to link itsWest Africar
Colonies with the “mother country’, Britain.

Such a linkaccording to lkime (1979) “was expected to seéheedual purpose
providing powerfulpropaganda machinery for the colonial master as ageproviding
a source of information about Britain and the widerld. To achieve this, programn
from the Briish Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) were relayedtioer parts of tt
world under British Colonial administration.

The need for such a radio service had been felsdone time in Nigeria to tl
point that the colonial office in London resolvexdtéake positive steps to actualize
need. To this end, the colonial secretary in Londobrthe time decided to set u
committee to consider and recommend what stepsdcoeltaken to accelerate

provision of broadcasting service in the colonialpge, to coordinate such servit
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with the work of the British Broadcasting Corpooati (BBC) and to make the
effective instrument for promoting both local anapkerial interests. lkime (1979).
This committee recommended the introductbmmadio broadcasting in Niger
and other British nosettler colonies. It also envisaged that the prognas to b
broadcast in the colonies would consist of mixwfreelected BBC materials and “lo
(colonial) Government programmes piped into horhesugh “wired wireless”.
The committeeaturally noted the need to control such programimesnsure th

the people were not fed with objectionable and stdive information.

3.2 PHASES IN THE HISTORY OF BROADCASTING IN

NIGERIA

Broadcasting wich was first introduced by colonial masters caméigeria ir
stages. Taive a more lucid explanation, and for a betterarsthnding of the journ
of radio broadcasting in Nigeria, the History vl split into five stages in this bo
The first stge began from 1932 when the first radio signal weaived in Nigeri

from England.

PHASE ONE (1932-1950)
THE ERA OF RADIO DISTRIBUTION SERVICE OR WIRED WIRE LESS.

The first phase in the history of radio broadcagtmNigeria began in 1932 kit
the introduction of wired broadcasting popularlyotum as Radio Distributio®ervice
(RDS). Under this form of broadcastingpgrammes were relayed or distributed u
wires connected to loud speakers installed in trads of subscribers who had paid
small subscription fee for this system andre also provided with a make shift .
home apparatus. Uche (1989).

The Lagos studio distributed programmes originafirmgn the Britsh Empir
Service from Daventry, England as part of the BhitBroadcasting Corporati¢gBBC)
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external service.

The increasing popularity of the Radio Distributi®arvicein Nigeria made it t
expand to other stations outside Lagbisis method of broadcasting known as “w
broadcasting by “wired wireless” differed from theireless” broadcasting which is t
transmission of programmes through radio wavesc{Elemanetic waves).

The need for radio stations in the colonial co@strivas necessitated by
desire of Britain to expand the services of the BBG@ch coordinged the activities «
radio broadcasting in the British empire . The iBhitgovernment had given apprc
for the establishment of broadcasting servicesha tolonial countries with tl
objective of making them a more effective instrumfar promotingboth local an
imperial interests. Ikime (1979).

In the circumstances in which broadcasting wasdhtced in Nigeria , it was r
surprising that at the beginning, the broadcassegvice consisted simply of re-
transmission of BBC programmes on a redgigtem similar to the radio relay excha
system which had been operating in Britain sineelt20s. As a result of the natur
it's services, it was termed Radio Distribution\Beg (RDS).

The RDS was introduced into Nigeria by the colboifice in London throug
the initiative of the engineers of the posts antkdmphs (P&T) Department which,
then had established thirteen stations in Nigera,Lagos, Kastina, Jos, Zaria, Sok
llorin, Maiduguri, Port Harcourt, Calabar, OnitsiWdarri, Abeokuta and ljebuode. T
P&T engineers had incidentally been involved inrt@nitoring of test transmissions
the BBC on short wave.

The wired broadcasting which came to Nigeria in2L9d not originate ar
programmes but simply relayed programmesf England using presenters on gro
Each subscriber was required to pay a monthly suydtsm fee of fifty pence after :
initial payment of three months rental in advance.

By 1939, the Radio Distribution Service had lesnthh000 subscribers andeov
2000 licenced receivers. By 1944, distribution isted had been opened in lage
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Ibadan , Kaduna , Enugu , Calabar and Planteourt. Five years later (1949), a tote
9000 subscribers wired to 10 stations in the cquatrd emerged. By that yeahete
were 4,562 licensed radio sets in Nigeria .

There was only a very little change in the programoontent of the Rac
Distribution Service as most of it's broadcasts avstill part of the BBC exterr
service. The colonial government’s informatioepdrtment produced only a f
programmes which were relayed through the servidee relay services began
5.00am every morning and went on till 12.00 midnigith break at midnorning fol
an hour or two. In 1936, the plymouth committeeugeto work out modalitiesor the
introduction of a wireless broadcasting in Nigeria and empowereghandated by tl
colonial office to come up with a plan which waglersed to the British Broadcast
Corporation (BBC).

In 1945, the establishment of a wirelelsadcasting in Nigeria receiv
mention during the preparation of the twmar development and welfare p
Unfortunately, the colonial authorities did not ilement this immediately, despite
fact that it was favourably considered. The colbaighaities had blamed this on wi
they termed “Lack of resources”.

In 1948, the colonial office directed the BBC todertake a survey
broadcasting in Nigeria , Ghana , Sierra Leone & ambia and to mal
recommendation for a fast establishment of effedtiroadcasting services. Two Bri
engineers, LW Turners of the BBC and F.A.W Brydntlee Telecommunicatiol
Department were appointed to carry out this assegiim

By this time, a shontvave transmitting station was already installedlagos tc
relay the Lagos RDS programe under the call sign,

“RADIO NIGERIA . The main function of the RDS asdier mentioned was to rel
BBC programmes while in the evenings, one hour sedsaside for the broadcasting
local programmes featuring news, entertainment,|ecal government.

The two British engineers who were saddled with &k of working out tt
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technical details for effective broadcasting in &tig were asked, among othtings
to determine.

'] Training of technical staff.

1 Using local language for broadcasting togbeple and

0 Servicing limited revenue from carefullyiemiated use of sponsorgogrammes.

In their report, they recommended the establishragiat expansion of a wirele
broadcasting service imNigeria and other West African Countries under iBhn

Colonial administration.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE
What major difference can you identify between Ri2S in England and theRDS
in Nigeria between 1932 and 19507

THE BEGINNING OF EFFECTIVE RADIO BROADCASTING IN NI GERIA

The role played by radio during the second World Alao influenced the Britis
government’s decision to set up broadcasting sesvibat are effective in it's color
Up to the end of the 1940’s, the programmetennof Radio Distribution service h
very little change as most of it's broadcasts wee of BBC external service.

However, as the need for effective radio broadogsin Nigeria became ve
Imperative as earlier mentioned, two British emgrs from the BBC, Mr. F.A.W Byr
and L.W Turners were charged with the task of waglkout the technical requireme
for a more effective radio system in British Wedriéa. Their report provided tl
technical pattern for the broadcasting serviceswigsie established in Nigeria and of
British West African colonies in the 1950s.

Another BBC topshot, Mr. Tom W. Chalmers was seeahtb Lagos along wi
his counterpartJohn W. Murray to prepare the ground for the sgttip of a prope
broadcasting servic®&BS was born after the Nigerian (colonial) governingecide!

to convert the major existing Rediffusion statiam® effective broadasting stations
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accordance with the Turner-Byron’s report.

Mr. Chalmers, after completingshassignment in Nigeria was appointed the
director of Broadcasting in Nigeria while his coemptart, Mr Murray was appointed
first Chief Engineer. By 1952, all the existing ifegssion stations in the country
formed the nucleus of the new BBThe BBC assisted much by training staff for

NBS and provied the technical equipment needed for effectivadcasting.

3.4 REGIONAL BROADCASTING

The Action Group government in Western Nigeria tajzied on the NBC ordinan
or Act to translate it's dream of owing it's own radio statiarta reality by setting t
the Western Nigerian Broadcasting Corporation (WNBA&I the three regions of tl
country set up their own regional broadcastingimtat The Western regior
government of chieObafemi Awolowo which was under the control of alewo’s
Action Group started it all. Chief Awolowo Regiomakemier had strongly criticizethe
1954 Macpherson constitution introduced into theunty. But the last Britis
Governor-General of NigeriajrSlames Robertson defended that constitution gutbie
NBS, and accusing Chief Awolowo of being unfaith

When Awolowo requested for an equal aietiior the NEB to refute the Govern
General’s accusation, he was not obliged. Thidgdadcaeased campaign for convert
the NBS to a corporation. But igreatest effect was the establishment of reg
broadcasting as evidence in the setting up of tiNB@, which had a twin product -
The Western Nigerian Television (WNTV) in 1959 artde Wesern Nigeric
Broadcasting Service (WNBS) in 1960.

The WNBC had immediately gone into alliance withe@eas rediffussion limit
which was to offer both radio and television sessgicltstelevision, WNTV alreac
mentioned was commissioned orf'¥ctober 1959. It was the first television statior
black Africa. The radio broadcasting arm of the WasNigerian Radid/ision servici

which controlled both television and radio broadicaswas commissioned in Mz
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1960.

The Eastern Regidr@overnment of Dr. Michael Okpara simultaneousigage:
the same oversedRediffusion Company that set up the WNBS for thesi&a Regio
to build for it the Eastern Nigerian Broadcastimgvice (ENBS) and Eastern Niger
Television (ENTV) in Enugu . Both stations went am to the day of Nigeria
Independence. October 1, 1960, shortly after, btith Eastern and West:
governments paid off the foreign companies that ewstake holders in th
broadcasting systems, and consequently assumedtdaiol of their broadcastir
system.

Broadcasting did not come to the Northern regitinl862 when the Northe
Regional Government of Sir Ahmadu Bello engaged sbevices of Grand Gro
limited which set up radio and television broadicastsysems, Radio Televisic
Kaduna (RTVK) for the Region. The Radio Televisikaduna operated under
Broadcasting Company of Northern Nigeria (BCNN)eTdroadcasting systems in
then three regions were fully autonomous and fifieEealeral Government cawot or
interference. The situation was the same till tegitning of the Nigerian Civil War
1967 when additional States were created by thetiwar military head of State, Maj

Yakubu Gowon.

3.5 HISTORY OF TELEVISION BROADCASTING

The Nigerian Broadcasting Service (NBS) had no ihipans to introduc
television broadcasting into the country, and intjee never contemplated doing
The reason was that it's resources then couldustify the establishment of televis
in the ountry. It was the high rate of illiteracy at tiahe and the lack of suitat
communication infrastructures which made the aitilesrto prefer radio broadcast
which offered a quick and reliable means of reaghire amorphous population of
country.

Television was seen in the early fifties as a lyxtire government could r
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afford. However, its development in other countreexl the possibilities it offer
gradually became attractive and irritable.

In 1950, two years before Nigerianndependence , there were series of discusgi
favour of television service. However, the Regiogavernments cashed in on
constitutional provision which made broadcastingoacurrent subject to commel
plans to introduce commercial televisibnoadcasting in their regions. The Wes
region in December 1958 took the lead by firstéating its intention to establish fc
television stations and consequently applied farr firequencies in band one. T
proposed stations were to be located in IbadagjajlAbeokuta and ljebu-Ode.

The programmes would originate from Ibadan with eotlthree statior
transmitting stations. But before the frequenciesenallocated to the Western regic
government, the Federal Ministry of Communicatigot the Nigerian Broadcasti
corporation NBC to submit its own frequency reguoients first before the westt
region since it was also by law to provide radial delevision services for gene
reception within the country.

As the federal Gevnment had no immediate plans for television braating, i
decided to allocate two frequencies in band: onthéoWestern Regional Governm
with some limitations in power and height of theials. Ladle et al (1979). For

clearer.

THE BIRTH OF WNTYV (1959)

With the background given above, television broating eventually began
Nigeria and, indeed, the whole Africa or Octobet, 3959 at Ibadan . It was -
Western Nigerian Television (WNTV) established biie t Western Regior
Government of Chief Obafemi Awolowo, then Premier \Western Nigerian. Tt
History of television broadcasting in Nigeria shatvat it followed the same patterr

that of Radio Broadcasting but the exception ithmarea of the initiators while it w
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the federal government that started the first indigenradio broadcasting in f
country, it wasthe regional government that first ventured inteuision broadcastin
Uche (1989).

The WNTV with the call signal, “WNTYV, firsh Africa , was etmblished by a
Act of the western Regional House of Assembly wlealpowered the governmeni
Chief Awolowo to forge ahead in the venture. The TWi\now (NTA, Ibadan ) was r
as an arm of the then Western Nigeria Governmeoadirasting Corporation iretly
under the trade name, Western Nigerian Radio ViSlervices Ltd which worked
partnership with overseas Rediffusion Limited ¢ thnited Kingdom . Two years af
its inception, the government of western Nigeriandht over the shares of the figre
partners and became the sole proprietor. WNTV Ibadas soon to become the rict
commercial television in the whole federation, etteough commercialization was |
the main reason for its establishment, but formerimal education.
The proponets of its establishment had argued in the regiboake of Assembly th
television broadcasting was needed as an additimealns of improving the regiol
school systems that were handicapped to the slodhgualified teachers in cert.
subject arem Their second argument was that television waaldas a “surrogat
teacher in the undestaffed schools of the western region. Regardlégheofact, th
WNTV grew to become a big commercial televisiore gotential ability of televisic
to educatioal objectives at both primary and secondary scledls, as well as ad

education became, and remained the overridingféatots establishment.

TELEVISION BROADCASTING IN OTHER PARTS OF THE COUNT RY

One year after the WNTV, was set ap Africa’s first visual communicati
outfit, the government of Eastern Nigeria headedbyMichael Okpara. The prem
followed the pace set by Ibadan and establisheé@rdigs second Television statior
Enugu known as the East Nigerian TelevisiEBNTV. The station had the slog
“ENTV, second to None”. ENTV began full transmissiorecisely on October 1, 19
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Nigerian’s Independent day, and like WNTV, it haweign partners at the t
management- the same overseas rediffussion tHavNiTV, Ibadan like WNTV, an
ENTV Enugu later took full control and managemehthe station when the forei

companies that were engaged initially to manageeite disengaged. The need

formal and informal education also was the ovemgdiaim in the ENTV’s
establishment, although it soon abandoned thiscobge and went into commerc
television broadcasting. ENTV was an arm of the t&as Nigerian/Broadcastil
Corporation (ENBC) which also operated ENBC Radio Enugu: following th
establishment of WNTMn Ibadan (1959) and ENTV Enugu (1960), the Norrt
Regional government of sir Ahmadu Bello on March 1962 established the Ra
Television Kaduna (RTVK) as the service arm of Bmadcasting Corporation

Northern Nigeria (BCNN) RTUK was owned jtly by the Northern Region and T
British firms-Granada Television and Pye Limited, although thetidwn Region we

the major shareholder.

THE NIGERIAN TELEVISION SERVICE (NTS)
As mentioned earlier, the authorities in thedéral Government did not initia
see the establishment of a television station asoaity. It was for this purpose tha

conceded the allocation of two standard frequermieBand one to the WBTYV, Ibac

The same federal government was howeemtbarrassed at the speed with w
WNTV and ENTV were set up by the Western and Eadiagional governments. T
not withstanding, some of its key officials weressliading it from venturing in
television broadcasting on the ground that telemisvasa luxury and that it was mc
advantageous to maximize the development of radio.

After much political rancour and arguments, the dfatl Council and Ministe
finally approved the establishment of a federalayamentewned television station

be located in Lagos . The project became realistigpril, 1962 with the take off of tt
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Nigerian Television Service (NTS), channel 10 attvfiia Island, Lagos . NTS was
up under agreement by management with an Americatwonk-owned NBC-
Internatioral which built the station. it It was jointly owndxy the federal governme
and NBC International which signed a fiyears management contract with
provision that Nigerians would takeover full managat of NTS at the expiration
the contract dung which the American Company would also sell &dl shares to tr
Federal government. At the expiration of this agreset in 1962, the NTS became a
fledged Nigerian station under the Nigerian Broatiog corporation (NBC). It wi
initially known as NBCTV, Lagos and it's services were confined to thentlfiedere
capital, Lagos, The NBQelevision was specifically designed to provide cacse
services in education, social and economic devebmpras well as transmit Niger
and African cultures,radition, politics, drama, literature and ententaémt, of cours
these were the overriding aims of modern televibimadcasting in Nigeria.

The advent of television brought in it's wake a néwension in broadcasting
Africa . For instanci within the first decade of it's arrival, no fewdran 22 Africal
countries established their own television statidrise journey started from WNT
Ibadan (1959) and ENTV, Enugu (1960).

Internally, the creation of an additionagjion in 1963the mid west Region al
led to the establishment of the fifth televisiomt&tn in the country, the mid w
television (MTV) in Benin in 1973 Benuelateau Television (BPTV) followed in 1€
but with a different. The station established by tthen Benuélateau state governm
had emerged transmitting in colour. It is therefarbistorical fact that BPTV, Jos v

the first television station in Nigeria to transmmtColour.

THE ERA OF PRIVATE TELEVISION STATIONS (1992-2004)
This fourth phase in the development of televidiomadcastingin Nigeria starte
with the 1992 promulgation of Decree No. 38 whichtharized that Nation

Broadcasting Commission (NBC) should issue outnkes for private Radio a
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Television broadcasting in Nigarthat saw the establishment of NTA stations ich
of the 36 states of the federation. More will b&l s this later in this chapter. Priv
television broadcasting started in Nigeria in 1898 there are at present nearly a ¢
of private televign stations in different parts of the country. Vdegree No. 38

1992, the National Broadcasting Commission whicls \eanpowered to regulate
kinds of broadcasting in the country removed thelwestve right to own and run
television station from the government.

Among the private television stations that emergedier as from 1993 we
Minaj systems Television (MST) Obosi. Anambra Stastablished Radio, Africi
Independent Television (AIT) Lagos owned by Raymobakpesi, Channe
Television, clapper Board Television, Murhi Internationdlelevision, Galax
Television, DBN Television, Independent Televisiehcetra.

The Government controls and regulates televisiamadictasting in Nigeria
ensure orderliness in the allocatioihair waves to the various interest groups in r
and television transmission.

The NBC which is the vehicle for this control alkas the right to withdra
licence from any of the private and public radia aelevision found guilty of floutir
the law that brought it into existence.

Right from 1993 when private television daoasting stations here emerged.

The further phase in the history of television lol@@sting in Nigeria also fa
within the fourth Republic which took obn May 29, 1999 with General Oluses
Obasanjo (rtd) became Nigeria ’s third Civilian dent. During this fourth Republ
the Federal government decided to open NTA stationall the 36 states of t
federation.

As a result, many NTA stations were built all ovlee country. Most of all the states
have two NTA stations each. The commissioning efrtew stations began towards the er
2002 and continued. One of the new NTA station#t uiOwerri, the Imo State Capital w

commissionediy the Minister of Aviation, mrs Kema Chikwe in Mar 2003. Before the

many other stations had been commissioned in mangr garts of the federation. In
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valedictory address following the Minister of Infioation and National Orientation, Profes
Jerry Gana discovered that a total of 67 new NTAi@ta and 32 FRCN stations w
established in different parts of Nigeria duringa®anjo’s first tenure of four year as presic
(NTA network news, 28 May 2003).

4.0 CONCLUSION

From thediscussions above, it is pertinent to note thabBoasting in Nigeria wi
actually established for political purposes. Theesgance of Radio revolutioniz
information dissemination in Nigeria . Televisiomoadcasting spread fast in Nige
and otherparts Africa of though the growth of BroadcastimgNigeria was slowe
down government intervention and ownership.

5.0 SUMMARY

This extensive unit has revealed so much abouiibtery of Radio Broadcastil
in Nigeria, phases in the Hisyoof Broadcasting in Nigeria, the beginning of effee
Radio Broadcasting in Nigeria, the NBC transformatiinto BBC, Regioni
broadcasting history of television broadcastintgvision broadcasting in other parts
the country, the Nigerian television service argldha of private televisions in Nigeria.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENTS
1) Who established the first broadcasting serin Nigeria ?
2) What year was the first radio station essaleld in Nigeria.?
3)  Which region in Nigeria first establishete&evision station?
4)  What do you understand as Radio Rediffusemice.
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MODULE 4:
UNIT 3: NEWS AGENCY OF NIGERIAN ( NAN)
1:0 Introduction
2:0 Objective
3:0 Main Content
3:1 Origin of NAN
3:2 Function of NAN
3:3 Services rendered by NAN
3:4 Management of NAN
4.0 Conclusion
5.0 Summary
6.0 Tutor-Marked Assignments
7.0 References/Further Readings

1:0 INTRODUCTION

News media derive their content from maoyrees. Oa of the veritable sourc
of news is the New agencies. The difference isrtedia houses subscribe for the n
with money. It is not for free. News Agency of Nigeis founded for the same purp
to service the Nigerian mass media.
2.0 OBJECTIVES

This unit is intended to trace the origin of Newgefcy of Nigeria, establish t
functions of NAN and the services rendered by tienay.
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3:0 MAIN CONTENT

3:1 ORIGIN OF NAN

A new development in the history the mass media in Nigeria took place in 1!
with the establishment of an independent Wire servihe News Agency of Nigeri
NAN ) by the Federal Governmel

NAN came into existence through the News Agenciigferia Decree No. 19
1976 which made NAN 'S function straight and plain. B&fdhe birth of NAN , th
Nigerian mass mec-print and electronic were heavily subscribing toefgn new
agencies based in the developed world.

Without exception all Nigerian Newspapers, magazimado and television statio
depended on these foreign wire services for ti@rnational news, including news
events taking place in sister African countries.

They were subscribing to the British news agenogutBrs based in Londol
United Ress International (UPI) and the Associated PraB3 based in New York al
Washington in the United States of America , AgeRcgnce Press (AFP), the Fre
News Agency based in PARIS, AND TASS, the Russiaaw$ Agency based
Moacow.

Reutersf London had played a key role in the dissemimatibinternational nev
in Nigeria for many years and also trained some=N&n Journalist in the art of wo
news gathering even after Nigeria had attainedreaye Nationhood.

Reuters was led for its indepth news reporting and analysis teefithe
emergence of NAN . Reuters ran into trouble in Nayén the wake of military ar

counter military coups, especially the July 29,3@dup d’etat which brought Gene
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Murtala Mohammed to power drihe February 13, 1973 abortive coup which leli¢
death.

Reuters was accused of based reporting of evenidigeria to the world. Tt
Nigerian authorities openly accused it of mischaefl prejudiced journalism agai
Nigeria , which was Lpleasant to the country, its image at home andaabrit wa:
therefore sacked from Nigeria , it therefore ceamedperation in Nigeria .

As a result of this incident, the federal Militatyovernment set up its o\
indigenous news agency to aahe temptation of the Nigeria media seeking

services of Reuters again.

3:2 FUNCTIONS OF NAN

Like its counterparts in London and paris (Reuterd AFP), NAN was set up 1
the pre-press of gathering international, oegi, local and other news, news mat
and material and features, and distributing saniks subscribers.

NAN'’s subscribers include radio and stadgiomNigeria , private and government-
owed newspapers, magazines and journals. It allsonssvs to foreign news agencies.

The decree which set up the agency vests the mongbaollecting news i
Nigeria for sale to News Agency of Niger

The federal military Government headed by Lt GeinBtasegun Obasanjo havi
decreedhe setting up of NAN gave October, 1978 as the fonés commencement
full operations.

Although the establishment of NAN has been attebuto federal militar
Government at the time in question, this was bex#ysloted the machinery af gav
it a practical face. The idea to set up a News Agearf Nigeria similar to Ghana Ne

Agency was conceived earlier before the military campdwer in Nigeria .

3:3 SERVICES RENDERED BY NAN

The News Agency of Nigeria categorized services into ten at that time. Ti
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are news services, Bulletins, press Review, Newdepth, impact service, cultu
service and Daily News Digest. It is necessary heranalyze these ten service:
NAN in detalils.
NEWS SERVICE: This refers to hme and foreign news reports supplied by N/
2) BULLETINS: Theyinclude profiles fillers, interviews, features amobates.
3) PRESS REVIEW: This involves, among other major news items in ghes:
and on Radio and Television.
4) NEWS-INDEPTH: is designed to present subscribers with what ited
news behind the news; that is, aemtld information on events.
5) IMPACT SERVICES: This designed to be of tremendous service to fa
writersand critics of the political and socio economic @lepment i
Nigeria enlightens them on the true position of things ige¥a . Its mai
focus will be on reactions atteoand abroad to the policiggpgramme

and projects of the Federal Gorent.

6) ECONOMIC SERVICE: This service of NAN focuses attention on st
market reports, foreign exchange report, commuymitges trading volum
investment notes and briefs on financiabnemic and business interests.

7) SPORTS SERVCIES:This covers sports news.

8) FOOTBALL SERVICE: This focuses attention on football news as we
pools forecasts and results.

9) CULTURAL SERVICE: Concentrates attention on reports on cul
events and the projection of the cultural heritafjthe various peoples

Nigeria.

10) DAILY NEWS DIGEST: This deals with summary of the major national and

international news of the day, utthg diary of coming events.

3.4 MANAGEMENT OF NAN

The News Agency of Nigeria has correspondents #icks in all the states of t
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federation from where it distributes its news tbstribers based in those states.
The Agency has a Board of Directors made up of eepeed people in the fie
of Mass communication. NAN ’s chief executive s @eneral Manager who is assit
by the editor-in-chief and other top officials.
At present, NAN has spread its functions and ses/to most of the media hou
in Nigeria and can be found in all the 36 statedligferia , including Abuja , the ne
federal capital. It also has offices and correspatsl in many parts of theorld.

NAN'’S head offices at Iganmu in Lagos shares comgawith the National theatr

4.0 CONCLUSION

From our discussion, it is apparent that NAN waghild of necessity. It
establishment introduced a new dimension to newkegag anddissemination i
Nigeria . The function of selling news to subscribeeduced the stress cause
scarcity of news on media Houses. Like other Negenaies in the world, NAN h

come to stay.

5.0 SUMMARY
From the foregoing, we have tracte history of NAN and established

functions of services rendered by NAN

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT
1) When and where was NAN established ?

2) Discuss four functions of NAN ?

7.0 REFERENCES AND FURTHER READINGS
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Duyison publishers

Onuoha, Philip, The mass media and News Agencyigérid ”, unpublished Lectu
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UNIT 4 DEREGULATION OF BROADCASTING IN NIGERIA

1.0: Introduction

2.0 Objectives

3.0 Main Content
3.1 History of Deregulation of Broadcasting irgBliia
3.2 lIssuance of Licenses
3.3 Establishing the First Private Broadcastmbligeria
3.4 AITS Coverage

3.5 Challenges of Deregulation in Nigeria

4.0 Conclusion
5.0 Summary
6.0 Tutor-Marked Assignments

7.0 References and Further Readings

1.0 INTRODUCTION

Deregulation involves a complete shift from Goveemin ownership of tt
broadcasting media tprivate ownership. The public participation in theadcastin
industry opens a chapter in the emancipation ohtbdia in Nigeria . Since the 19¢
many privately owned electronic media have sprungli parts of Nigeria , addi
serious flavour to wét the Nigerian audience received as programmeenorfol
Government-owned radios and Television.
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2.0 OBJECTIVES
At the end of this, you should be able to
O Trace the history of deregulation of braestmg in Nigeria
O To establish how AIT was founded
O Understand the coverage extent of AIT
O Appreciate the problem of deregulationhiea tountry.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 HISTORY OF DEREGULATION OF BROADCASTING IN NI GERIA

The clamour forderegulation of the broadcasting media in Nigegganm durin
the colonial era when the Nationalists pressuredBhtish government to allow t
indigenous participation in the affairs of statmtrolled broadcasting stations in
country. The Nigerian Government was soon to fintlwhy the colonial masters h
on tight to the broadcasting, there is still thductance to allow a fulblown
deregulation.

The Geernment’s response in 1992 to the demand for fgriparticipation in th
ownership and management of the broadcast medisavgmeat relief. But five yee
after the National Broadcasting Commission (NBC)ciee came into force, t

government is not as open as expected in the isswEricenses to applicants.

3.2 ISSUANCE OF LICENCES BY NBC

The NBC has screened over 321 applications but thnity three stations ha
commenced radio, television and satellite trandonssation-wide Satellite televisio
re-distribution takes the highest number with 21 aped licenses; the televisi

transmission stations have risen to ten while #agorlicences remain at two.

3.3 ESTABLISHING THE FIRST INDEPENDENT BROADCASTI NG
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In the early 1990s, as a result of the historic Nalid@droadcasting Commissi
decree, according to Muyiwa Oyinlola (2004), Nigarimedia was dominated by
Government only. Infroamtion was only dissemindtean Governmentwned broa
owned broadcastinfirm. However, the Head of State then, Genenalhbon Babangic
issued another decree which allowed private Braauga Nigeria .

After this decree came the first private televisiatwork, Africa Independe
Television (AIT). AIT was pioneered dyr. Raymond Dokpesi and was also Afric
first satellite TV station.

Today, Dokpesi is regarded as the media guru okemdg. This is becau
Dokpesi not only pioneered the first satellite Tut kalso the first privately own:
Radio Station in Nigeria Also, he set the standard for salary structuréher medi

industry, which was imitated by Nigeria Televisi@athority.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

What do you understand by deregulation in thedrast media?

3.5 CHALLENGES OF DEREGULATION IN NIGERIA
The NBC has screened over 321 applications but @8y stations ha
commenced radio, television and satellite trandomss Nationwide. Satelli
Television redistribution takes the highest number with 21 appd license, tr
television transmission stations have risen to h@eathe radio licenses multiply.
The greatest problem NBC has is that the applicatio is receiving are mos
coming from one part of the country.

4.0 CONCLUSION
Deregulation has introded competition in the Nigeria broadcasting industt has
created more jobs for the teeming population oftlysun the country. Today, Governm

owned electronic media are striving to keep thessat by the privately owned stations.
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5.0 SUMMARY
This unit has at least revealed the history of Delaion of broadcasting in Nigeria ,

issuance of licenses, the establishment of AlITamdlenges ofleregulation in Nigeria .

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT
1) Who established the first TV station in Nige?
2) Mention two problems of Deregulation

3) Who issues licenses to private stations?
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