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Introduction

ISS 103: Introduction to the Qur'an is a one-segrefitteen credit unit
course. It will be available to all students asaarse in Certificate,
Diploma and Degree Programmes. The course is alsabke for any
one who is interested in the study of Islam.

The course consists of 15 units which involve kiofigevelation, the
first revelation of the Quran, preservation of tQar'an; the Makkan
and Madinan suwar; compilation of the Qur'an; dms of the Qur'an;
the authenticity of the Qur'an; names of the Qur#re manuscripts of
the Quran and the role of the companioristtee Prophet in the
evolution of the Qur'an. Others are the essence rapdsage of the
Qur'an; interpreting the Qur'an (Tafsir); views nbn-Muslims about
the Quran as well as the literary form and styfettee Qur'an. The
material has been especially developed for studethie African context
with particular focus on Nigeria.

There are no compulsory pre-requisites for thigs®uThe course guide
tells you briefly what the course is about, whau yare expected to
know in each unit, what course materials you wallusing and how you
can work your way through these materials. It @sgphasizes the need
for tutor-marked assignments. Detailed informatiom tutor-marked
assignments is found in the separate file, whidhlvei sent to you later.
There are periodic tutorial classes that are lirketthe course.

What you will Learn in this Course

The overall aim of ISS 103: Introduction to the @uris to introduce
you to the basic issues in the holy book of Isldime original source
from which all the principles and injunctions ofas are drawn. The
Quran was revealed to the Prophet Muhammad bitiby during a
period of twenty-three years of the Prophet’s life.

Your understanding of the Qur'an will equip you éalighten other
people about Islam — Muslims and non-Muslims.

Introduction to the Qur’an will also help you taaptice Islam in a better
way.

Course Aims

The aim of this course is to give you a comprehenanderstanding of
the following basic issues about the Quran: Rei@ia Compilation,

Standardization, Message and the style of the holyk. This will be

achieved by:



ISL111

INTRODUCTION TO QUR’AN

Introducing you to the meaning and purpose of éwelation of the
Qur'an.

Leading you forward to understanding the messagiefProphet
Muhammad as the last of the messengers of Allah.

Assisting you to describe the Makkan and the Mddi®awar.
Exposing you to some divisions of the Qur'an

Highlighting the uniqueness, inimitability and théevine status of
the Qur’an.

Explaining to you the nature of revelationdathe place of the
Qur’an in the life of a Muslims.

Explaining to you the relevance, use and importaidde study of
the Qur’an.

Course Objectives

To achieve the aims set out above, there are dov@rhlobjectives. In
addition, each unit also has specific objectivase Tnit objectives are
always included at it's beginning. You should réfaeim before you start
working through the unit. You may want to refertbem during your
study of the unit to check your progress. You stiallvays look at the
unit objectives after completing a unit. This waguycan confirm
whether you have done what was required of youhbyunit.

Stated below are the wider objectives of this, seuas a whole. By
meeting these objectives, you should have achigkedaims of the
course as a whole.

On successful completion of the course, you shbaldble to:

Define the meaning of the Qur’an as a holy boothefMuslims.
Explain the events that led to the revelation ef @ur’an.

Describe the personality of the Prophet and theionswhich Allah
has charged him with for the whole mankind.

Understand the significance of the names of theéa@ur

Identify the divisions of the Qur’an

Discuss the term Tafsir and its place in the urtdading of the
Qur’an.
Relate and evaluate the views of non-Muslims abd@iQur’an.
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Working through this course

To complete this course, you are required to réadstudy units, read
recommended books and read other materials pro\ngieitie National

Open University of Nigeria (NOUN). Each unit commiself-assessment
exercise, and at points in the course, you are inedjuto submit

assignments for assessment purposes. At the ethisafourse is a final
examination. You will find below list of athe components of the
course and what you have to do.

Course Materials
Major components of the course are:

Course Guide

Study Units

Textbooks

Assignment File
Presentation Schedule.

agkrwpnPE

In addition, you must obtain the materials. Theg provided by the
NOUN. Obtain your copy. You may contact your tutbryou have
problems in obtaining the text materials.

Each unit contains a number of self-tests. In gandhese self-tests
qguestion you on the material you have just coveredequire you to
apply them in some ways and, thereby, help youatgyg your progress
and to assignments. The exercises will assistiyachieving the stated
learning objectives of the individual units andiloé course.

Set Textbooks

You are required to purchase any of the underlis¢atbooks. You
need them for this and some other Islamic studiesses.

Abul A’la Mawdudi (1989) Towards Understanding IslamUnited
Kingdom, The Islamic Foundation, p.24-29.

Abdalati, Hammudah (1976lslam in FocusIndiana, U.S.A, p.37-42.

\ Abdulah Yusuf Ali (1999) The Qur’an: Translation and Commentary
United Kingdom, ICPCI, Islamic Vision.
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Abdul, M.O.A, (1981),Gateway to Islamljebu-Ode, Nigeria, Islamic
Publications Bureau, p.17-20.

Ahmad, Muhammad (1992¥lisinterpretations of the Qur'gnibadan
Nigeria, Islamic Education Trust, p. 3-27.

Din Rana, (1989), What is Islam, London, Taha Fhar, p. 41-43.

Denffer, Ahmad Von, (1986)Ulum al Qur'an(An Introduction to the
Sciences of the Quran) United Kingdom, the Islamic
Foundation, p: 11-16.

Haykal, H. The life of Muhammad1982), Lagos, Academic Press
Limited.

Pickthall, Marmaduke,Qur'anic Advices Lagos, Nigeria, Islamic
Publications Bureau, p. 71-77

Sayyid Qutb, (1979), In the shade of the Qurar,ondon, M.W.H
London Publishers.

Assignment File

In this file, you will find all the details of th&vork you must submit to
your tutor for marking. The marks you obtain frohese assignments
will count toward the final mark you obtain for shcourse. Further
information on assignments will be found in the i§asent File itself

and later in this Course Guide in the section essment.

Presentation Schedule

The Presentation Schedule included in your couratemals gives you
the important dates for the completion of tutorJkear assignments and
attending tutorials. Remember, you are requiredsibmit all you
assignments in good time. You should guardireg being late in
submitting your work.

Assessment

There are two types of assessment in the coursst &ie the tutor-
marked assignments; second, are the written exaiomsa

In tackling the assignments, you are expected pdyapformation and
knowledge acquired during this course.
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The assignments must be submitted to your tutofdional assessment
in accordance with the deadlines stated in the ghssent File. The

work you submit to your tutor for assessment wollict for 30% of your

total course mark.

At the end of the course, you will need to sit #orfinal three-hour

examination. This will also count for 70% of yowurse mark.

Tutor-Marked Assignment

There are fifteen tutor-marked assignments in t¢higrse. You need to
submit all the assignments. The best five (i.e. lighest five of the
fiteen marks) will be counted. The total marks fthre four (4)

assignments 30%, will be of your total course mark.

Assignment questions for the units in this course @ntained in the
Assignment File. You should be able to completairyassignments
from the information and materials containing inuycet textbooks,
reading and study units. However, you areisadl to use other
references to broaden your view point and provide deeper

understanding of the subject.

When you have completed each assignment, serajétiter with TMA
(tutor-marked assignment) form to your tutor. Makere that each
assignment reaches your tutor on or before thelideadiven in the
Assignment File. If, however, you cannot comphgber work in time,
contact your tutor before the assignmentd@ne to discuss the
possibility of an examination.

Final Examination and Grading

The final examination of ISS 103 will be of two msuduration and
70% have a value of the total course grade. Thegaion will consist
of questions which reflect the type of self-testiptactice exercises and
tutor-marked problems you have come across. Alhsua the course
will be assessed.

You are advised to revise the entire course aftetymg the last unit
before you sit for the examination. You will finduseful to review your
tutor-marked assignments and the commentyoof tutor on them
before the final examination.
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Course Marking Scheme

This table shows how the actual course markingakdn down.

Assessment

Marks

Assignment 1-15

Best three marks out of fifteen count @ 10% e
= 30% ofcourse mirks

Final Examinatior

70% oloverall course mearks

Total

100% oicourse merks

Table 1:

Course Marking Scheme

Course Overview

Units | Title of work Wgeks Assegsment (en
activity | of unit)

1. Course Guide 1

2. Kinds of Revelation 1 Assggnment 2

3. The first Revelation 2 Assdgnment 3

4, Preservation of the Qur’an 3 Assgnment 4

5. The Makkan and Madinan Suwar 4 Assdgnment 5

6 Compilation of the Qur’an 5 Assggnment 6

7 Divisions of the Qur’an 6 Assignment 7

8 The Authenticity of the Qur’an 8 Assignment 8

0. Names of the Qur’an 8 Assignment 9

10 The manuscripts of the Qur’an 9 Assignment10

11 Roles of (,:ompanions in the Evolution 10 Assignment 11
of the Qur'an

12 The’ Essence and Message of [the 11 Assignment 12
Qur’'an

13 Interpreting the Qur’ an (Tafsir) 12 Assdgnment 13

14 The Translation of the Qur’an 13 Assgnment 14

14 Vie\’/vs of non-Muslims about the 14 Assignment 14
Qur’'an

15 Literary Forms ard style of the Qur’an 15 Assggnment 15

How to Get the Most from this Course

vi

ach
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In distance learning the study units replace thgausity lecturer. This

is one of the great advantages of distance learnjiag can read and
work through specially designed study materialgair own pace, and
at a time and place that suit you best. Think @fsitreading the lecture
instead of listening to lecturer. In the same waat & lecturer might set
you some reading to do, the study units tell youemvlan in-class

exercise, your study units provide exercises far fgodo at appropriate
points.

Each of the study units follows a common formathe Tirst item is an

introduction to the subject matter of the unit droav a particular unit is

integrated with the other units and the course a$@e. Next is a set
of learning objectives. These objectives let yoowrwhat you should

be able to do. When you have finished the units, just go back and
check whether you have achieved the objectivegoufmake a habit of
doing this, you will scientifically improve your ahces of passing the
course.

The main body of the units guides you through thguired reading
from other sources.

Reading section

Remember that your tutor’s job is to help you. When need help,
don’t hesitate to call and ask your tutor to previd

1. Read this course guide thoroughly

2. Organize a study schedule. Refer to the ‘Coursevee’ for
more details. Note the time you are expected tmcémn each
unit and how the assignments relate to whés. Whatever
method you choose to use, you should decide onwvaitd in
your own dates for working on each unit.

3. Once you have created your own study schedule,vdoyihing
you can to stick to it. The major reason that stisléail is that
they get behind with their course work. If you geb difficulties
with your schedule, please let your tutor know befid is too late
for help.

4. Turn on Unit 1 and read the introduction and dbgectives for
the unit.

Vi
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Assemble the study materials. Information about twitau need
for unit is given in the “Overview” at the begingiof each unit.
You will almost always need both the study unit yawa working
on and one of your set books on your desk at time sane

Work through the unit itself has beenaaged to provide a
sequence for you to follow. As you work through i@t you
will be instructed to read sections from your sebks or other
articles. Use the unit to guide your reading

Review the objectives for each study unit to confithat you
have achieved them. If you are not sure about ahythe
objectives, review the study material or consulinfutor.

When you are confident that you have achlewe unit's
objectives, you can then start on the next unibc€ed unit by
unit through the course and try to face your stsdythat you
keep yourself on schedule

When you have submitted an assignment tor yotor for
marking, do not wait for its return before startimg the next unit.
Keep to your schedule. When the assignment is rretlirpay
particular attention to your tutor's comments, both the tutor-
marked assignment from and also on what is writb@enthe
assignment. Consult your tutor as soon as posfibleu have
any guestions or problems.

After completing the last unit, review the coursedaprepare
yourself for the final examination. Check that ylwave achieved
the unit objectives (listed at the beginning oflreamit) and the
course objectives (listed in this Course Guide)

Tutors and Tutorials

There are 8 hours of tutorials provided in suppdrthis course. You
will be notified of the dates, times andcdton of these tutorials,
together with the name and phone number of yowr tais soon as you
are allocated a tutorial group.

Your tutor will mark and comment on your assignnserkeep a close
watch on your progress and on any difficulties yought encounter. He
will also provide assistance to you during the seurYou must mail
your tutor-marked assignments to your tutor wefbbe the due date (at

viii
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least two working days are required). They will imarked by your
tutors and returned to you as soon as possible.

Do not hesitate to contact your tutor by telephognail, or discuss
with him if you need help. The following might bé&aumstances in
which you would find help necessary.

Contact your tutor if:

You do not understand any part of the study unitthe assigned
readings.

You have difficulty with the self assessment exaasi

You have a question or problems with an assignmeith your
tutor’'s comments on an assignment or with the gigadof an
assignment.

You should try your best to attend the tutorialkisTis the only chance
to have face to face contact with your tutor anédk questions which
are answered instantly. You can raise any problanowntered in the
course of your study. To gain the maximumnddit from course
tutorials, prepare a questions list before attemndiem. You will learn a
lot from participating in discussion actively.

Summary

ISS 103 intends to introduce you to the basic stfdthe Qur'an as a
holy book for Muslims. Upon completing this courgeu will be able to
answer questions such as:

What is the position of Qur'an in the life of a Mius
What are the previous revealed books and to whioptets
How was the Qur’an preserved

Identify the Makkan and the Madin&uwar

What efforts were involved in the compilation artdnslardization
of the Qur'an

How authentic is the Qur'an as a divine scripture

Where are the various manuscripts of the Qur'an

What were the roles played by the companiohghe Prophet
Muhammad in the compilation and preservation@tir'an

What isTafsirand what are the basics of this science in Islam
Identify the literary and unique style of the Qur

Of course, these questions are not exhaustiveeasttiady of the Qur’an
as a branch of Islamic studies is an interestirg on



ISL111 INTRODUCTION TO QUR’AN

We wish you success with the course and hope thatwll find it both
interesting and useful.
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UNIT 1 KINDS OF REVELATION
CONTENTS

1.0  Introduction
2.0 Objectives
3.0 Main Content
3.1 Definition of Revelation
3.2 Purpose of Revelation
3.3  Meaning oiWahy
3.4  Meaning oKashf
3.5 Revelation through Angel
3.6  The first revelation
3.7 The second and subsequent revelations of tharQu
4.0 Conclusion
5.0 Summary
6.0 Tutor-Marked Assignment
7.0 References/Further Readings.

1.0 INTRODUCTION

All the holy books recognized in Islam namely; Tatr Injeel, Zabur
and Quran were revealed by Allah to His Prophdis. this extent,
revelation is an important study in Islam. In thisit, you shall be
acquainted with the various modes of revelatiorpeemlly that of
Quran.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
It is hoped that by the end of this unit, you shidog able to:

Define revelation
Explain the kinds of revelation in Islam
Understand the first revelation of the Qur’an.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 Definition of Revelation

Revelation is the communication link between Aliafd His prophets to
mankind. It is regarded as a divine gift in Islarachuse it is not
comparable to other human communication. It is dolythose whom
Allah wishes. The Qur’an is one of such revelatimal the medium was
Prophet Muhammad.
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It should be noted that Allah did not only credie heavens and earth,
and everything in them, but He also created manesedything around
him.

Since man cannot see Allah with the naked eyespottig means by
which man can understand the dos and don’ts ottéator is through
the revelation sent to His messengers. These nessaigst be followed
because of their divine nature and relevance tosnaeds in all facets
of life.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 1

Examine the concept of revelation in Islam.

3.2 Purpose of Revelation

A guestion may arise as to why does Allah needotmmunicate with
man? The answer is that it is a fulfillment of Ala pledge after the fall
of Adam from the garden of paradise:

“We said: get ye down all from here; and if, Asesur
there come to you guidance from Me (Q2:38).

Revelation therefore, is that guidance from Allahrtan. It is a code of
life which Allah passed through His Prophets towdo admonish, to

narrate, and to explain various issues of life.nMberefore, depends on
the revelation from the Almighty so that he cantcare to establish

spiritual contact with Him. In other words, lack @&velation would put

man in darkness as to what to do in life in theaaref worship and

interpersonal relationship. Qur'an states again:

“And believe in what | reveal confirming the reviabe
which is with you...” Q2: 41.

Basically, there are 3 kinds of revelation knowrsikam. These are:

Wahy Divine Inspiration
Kasht Behind the veil
Angelic Angel Jibril (Archangel)

The Qur’an confirms the above three modes thus:

“It is not fitting for a man that God should spe#k him
except bynspiration, or from behind aveil, or by sending
a messenger to reveal with God’s permission what God
wills for He is Most High, Most Wis€Q 42:51)
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SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 2
Outline the purposes of revelation from Allah torma
3.3 Meaning ofWahy

Wahyis from the Arabic wordWahaand it occurs many times in the
Qur'an, each of them indicating the main idealrfpiration, direction,
or guiding someoné&Vahyalso means intuition as contained in Qur'an
28:7- “so We sent inspiration to the mother of Mdse

Wahy or divine inspirations given by Allah to Prophet Mummad is
explained in the Quran as a confirmation of theirté nature of his
message.

For example:

“‘Remember thy Lord inspired the Angels
(with the message)..(Q 8: 12)

According to DenfferWahyin the sense of revelation is guidance from
Allah for His creation, brought by the Prophets,owleceived the word
from Him through one of the means mentioned abdveexample is a
dream as contain in Q 37: 102 where is it related Prophet lbrahim
received guidance in a vision, while asleep, taiBee his son. Allah
commanded Prophet Muhammad to say:

“...1 follow but that which is reveal to me by insgiion! |
am but a Warner, open and cleaiQ 46:9).

The above Quranic verse removes the doubt in thedsnof the
followers as well as detractors of the Propastregards his divine
messengership. Even when questions are asked atdaphet does not
have the answers readily, he would wait until eelagvon came to him.
Wahymay come in form of big bang or the ringing of dl.b@nly the
Prophet hears such sounds, and respond to thedatistr that follows.

The effects of such an inspiration on the Prophet las sweating
profusely and uneasy physical conditions whilertheslation lasted.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 3

Explain the termWahyas a form of revelation in Islam.



ISL111 INTRODUCTION TO QUR’AN

3.4 Meaning ofKashf

Revelation througtKashfare the direct communication between Allah
and the messenger but under the cover of veil. ¥ample of this was
the communication between Allah and Propheais# as stated in
Q7: 142-143

“We appointed for Musa thirty nights, and comple{dte
period) with ten more: thus was completed the t¢om
communication) with his Lord, forty nights. When 9du
came to the place appointed by Us, and basd
addressed him...”

Similarly, the Qur'an spoke of speech hiding awayira Quran 27: 8
thus:

“But when he came to the fire, a voice wasard”
blessed are those in the fire and those around, @ary
to Allah the Lord of the worlds. O Moses, verilyarh
Allah the Exalted in might and the wise”.

In the case oKashf the messenger hears the voice of the Almighty
God, although he may not see him physically. Tisisbecause the
almighty Allah out of His power communicate withckumen of God as

a means of telling them how close He is to them laowg spiritually
elevated they were.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 4
Explain the ternKashfas a form of revelation in Islam
3.5 Angelic Mode of Revelation

The angelic kind of revelation is the delivery dvelation by the
archangel Jibril. In this form, the angel may disguin the form of a
human being or appear to the prophet in its angeicre. Since only
the prophet sees him, the people around m@y know the exact
situation except the prophet informs them. The Qursays this about
the angel:

“Say: whoever is an enemy of Gabriel — for he bsing
down (the revelation) to thy hearts by God's wail,
confirmation of what went before, And guidance glatl
tidings for those who believe{Q. 2:97).
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SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 5
Explain the Angelic form of revelation in Islam.
3.6 The First Revelation

The revelation of the Quran began in the holy rhoof Ramadan,
specifically, on the night ofaylatu’l-Qadir. This is, according to
Qur’an chapter 2:185 and 97:1. The revelation eféhtire book which
were piece by piece took a period of twenty threary. It was revealed
in Arabic language which is the mother tongue afpPet Muhammad.

Before his call to Prophethood, Muhammad used tgoplace outside
the city of Makkah known as Hira. He woulthy at this cave to
meditate, contemplate and ruminate about the wamtilthe phenomena
around him. He would stay there from morning tileaing. One day,
while Muhammad was asleep in the cave, an angebapped him with
a sheet in his hand. The angel said to MuhammaadReéMuhammad
answered in surprise “What shall | read”. The angpeated again
“Read” and the Prophet again complain that he am¢sknow how to
read.

For the third time, the angel repeated, “Read enrtame of your Lord,
the creator; who created man from a clot of bld®ead! For your Lord
IS most gracious. He taught man by the pen thatchvhie does not
know”. Muhammad recited these verses repeating taten the angel
who later withdrew after they were permanently esiom his memory.
This was the beginning of revelation of the Qur’an.

After this encounter, the prophet rushed home gittato his room

terribly frightened. He asked his wife Khadijahdwver him with cloth.

Khadijah, having provided the cover asked whatlydahppened to the
prophet. He narrated his experience and Khadijahwas frightened.
She later sought the elderly advice of her relaknown as Waraqgah b.
Nawfal to please assist her husband and if possiyéain the situation.
The prophet later got the command from Allah toogo and preach the
message as contained in the Qur'an 74 (Suratul édadthir):

“O thou wrapped up (in a mantle). Arise and delegr
thy warning. And thy Lord do though magnify. Ang th
garments keep free from stain...”

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 6

a. Narrate the events that led to the frestelation to Prophet
Muhammad.
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b. Discuss the role of Khadijah in the life of PnepMuhammad.

3.7 The Second and Subsequent Revelations of the run

After the first revelation there was a break in owmication with
prophet. This short period is calldéhtra. The second portion of the
Qur'an reveal to the prophet was the beginningtafpter 74:1-5. The
essence of this second revelation was to challehgeprophet and
prepare him for the big task ahead. The prophet neas being given
direct instruction to go out and boldly deliver hi@ssage. His heart had
always been purified by Allah, but now all his oatd appearance must
be dedicated to Allah.

The duty of the prophet was a gift from Allah tleatuld flow from hi
personality but no reward or appreciation was tcekgected from his
people. This second revelation was therefore aimeg@reparing the
prophet both spiritually and politically.

Other early subsequent revelation were suratuh&atwhich was the
third and followed by surah 111, surah 81, sura $8vah 92,sdurah 99
e.t.c. The revelation continued talking about ges& and hell, the day
and the night, the good and evil deeds e.t.c.

The last revelation according to many scholars @&s281.:

“And fear the day when ye shall be brought baclgoad
then shall every soul be paid what it earned andeno
shall be dealt with unjustly”.

Some scholars however said it was Q 2:282 or 2:R7/8as also been
suggested that all the three verses were revealeshe occasion. The
Prophet died nine nights after the last revelatiOther scholars held
that the last revelation was Q 5:4

“This day | have perfected your religionr foou,
completed my favour upon you, and | have chosegdor
Islam as a religion”

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 7

a. Discuss the aftermath of the Angelic appearémtiee Prophet in
the cave of Hira.

b. Explain the significance of Q74:1-5 to the nussiof Prophet
Muahmmad.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

In this unit, you will learn the events that ledthe first revelation of the
Quran. Prior to the main event, Muhammadl Haeen living an
exclusive life, moving out of the city of Makkah tbe outskirt for
spiritual activities. This first revelation is vesygnificant to the mission
of the Prophet Muhammad and the Muslims in general.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
It is hoped that by the end of this unit, you shidog able to:

Understand the events that led to the first reigladf the Qur'an.
Appreciate the experiences which Muhammad wentutjitdoefore
his divine call to Prophethood.

Explain the significance of the first revelationth@ Muslims.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 The Prophet’s Visit to the Cave of Hira

One Arabian custom for the pious and thoughtfulotees even before
his call to Prophethood was to seek an empty diacaway from their
people where they would concentrate and reflecthSureclusive life
was meant to increase their level of seriousnessgom and ethical
goodness through meditation. Muhammad as a midg#e-anan used to
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go to a cave known as Hira, outskirt of Makkah. iBgrthis period, his
soul was fully convinced of the vision of truth In@d been looking for.

At this cave, Muhammad used to meditate, contempdaid ruminate
about the world and the phenomena around him. Heldvstay there
from morning till evening, Khadijah, his wife, wallprovide for him

while going in the morning and in case he decidestay for more than
a night, she will go there to replace his provisio8uch was the life of
Muhammad before his call to Prophethood.

This continued for six months. Unknown to Muhamnaaudl Khadijah,
God was preparing him by means of all these spiriexercise for a
truly great day which according to Husain Haykakwie day of great
news, the days of the first revelation.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 1

Explain the activities of Muhammad at the Cave Hira

3.2 The Appearance of Angel Jibril

According to Haykal, one day while Muhammad wag@glin the Cave
Hira, an angel appeared to him with a sheet irhhisd. The angel said
to him “Read” Muhammad answered in surprise “Whallsl read?”
for the second time, the angel again commanded ‘ifiead”, and
Muhammad again responded with the plea “What $matd?”

For the third time, Muhammad was seized by the larsgel he
commanded “Read in the name of your Lord, the oreatho created
man from clot of blood. Read! Your Lord is Graciotite who taught
man by the pen that which he knows not”. This weesfirst revelation
of the Qur'an and the beginning of his call to Rrefhood.

Muhammad recited these verses, repeating them tidéerangel who
later withdrew from his sight. After this encountére prophet terribly
frightened rushed home straight to his rodde asked his wife,
Khadijah to cover him with cloth! Khadijathaving provided the
“cover”, asked what really happened to the prophd. narrated his
experience and Khadijah too was frightened. Stee Bdught the elderly
advice of her relation known as Waragah b. Naufadgsist her husband
and explain the situation.

Waraqgah explained the situation to Muhammad thagtteat spirit that
appeared to Moses has appeared to him. That héevdienied and will
be hurt by his people. He said Muhammad will besablland pursued.
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SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 2

Narrated the experiences of Muhammad with angel.Jib
3.3 The Effects of the Angelic Encounter

Muhammad had never seen an angel before, so h&iglatened by its
appearance to him in the cave. He was alone, avel mxpect anybody
to come there to command him on what he knows Tbé idolatry
activities of the Makkans were not pleasing to Muhad, and since he
was not ready to join them, he was using the cava aafe place to
preserve himself spiritually.

The first effect was that Muhammad got a commaathfAllah to begin
preaching Islam. After the encounter, the next ersvere direct
commands from Allah to the prophet on what to dd how to carry on
with his mission. He got the divine instructionsrfr Allah.

After the angelic encounter, and the soothing wdrdsn his wife,
Khadijah, Muhammad became reassured that indeedLdwd has
commissioned him for a task. Exhausted, he fetegsl This deep sleep
was to be followed by a spiritual life of utmostestgth. He became re-
dedicated and fully prepared for a task not bydophbmt by argument yet
more gentle, sound and more convincing than manymas known.

Another effect of the angelic encounter was thatdbubts in the mind
of Muhammad became dissolved, and the darknesshwiaid enveloped
the Quraish in their idol worship became exposesl.ndw got a divine
light which illuminated the way in front of him d® got prepared to
confront his own people with the new message.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 3

Highlight the effects of the angelic appearancaviithammad in the
Cave Hira.

3.4 The Importance of the First Revelation

The first revelation of the Quran to Muhammad wasatul 'Alag-
chapter 96 verses 1-5. The remainder of this swéich now has 19
ayat were revealed on some later occasion.

The first importance of the verse is that it shaMiah as the creator of
man, and other creatures. Again it underscores itfgortance of
knowledge to mankind. By this, science and its irtgotce to man is
emphasized.

10
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The first revelation shows that man can only knolatMs unknown to
him by the permission of Allah, and that all knodge belongs to Him
alone. It also shows the importance of pen andvii@ role in the
dissemination of knowledge, and that Allah is thengl teacher of man.

The first revelation of the Quran signifies the paptment of
Muhammad as a prophet of Allah and that whatevéahAWwants shall
be done. Also that Allah is most Glorious who wamign to be out of

darkness ofJahiliyyah into the light of Islam. This chapter of the
Quran shows that teaching can lead to learninghowledge.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 4

Outline four importance of the first revelationtbé Qur’an.

4.0 CONCLUSION
The revelation of Quran began with suratul 'Alad.his surah is very
significant in many ways. For a Muslim, it is treference point for the

birth of a religion which Allah Himself hasamed and directed a
prophet to proclaim to the world.

50 SUMMARY
We have discussed in this unit the eventschv led to the first

revelation of Qur'an. We have also discussed tha&erd of this first
revelation and its significance to the life of a$dm.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

Highlight the events that led to the first revadatiand the significance
of this surah to a Muslim.

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READINGS
Abdalati, Hammudah (1976lslam in FocusIndiana, U.S.A, p.37-42.

Abdul, M.O.A, (1981),Gateway to Islamljebu-Ode, Nigeria, Islamic
Publications Bureau, p.17-20.

Abdullahi  Yusuf Ali (1999), Holy Quran: Translation and
CommentaryUnited Kingdom, ICPCI Islamic Vision

Abul A’la Mawdudi (1989) Towards Understanding IslamUnited
Kingdom, The Islamic Foundation, p.24-29.

11



ISL111 INTRODUCTION TO QUR’AN

Ahmad, Muhammad (199Misinterpretations of the Qur'gnibadan
Nigeria, Islamic Education Trust, p. 3-27.

Denffer, Ahmad Von, (1986)Ulum al Qur'an(An Introduction to the
Sciences of the Quran) United Kingdom, the Islamic
Foundation, p: 11-16.

Din Rana, (1989)What is IslamLondon, Taha Publisher, p. 41-43.

Haykal, H. The life of Muhammad1982), Lagos, Academic press
Limited.

Pickthall, Marmaduke,Qur'anic Advices Lagos, Nigeria, Islamic
Publications Bureau, p. 71-77

12



UN

CO

1.0
2.0
3.0

4.0
5.0
6.0
7.0

1.0

ISL111 INTRODUCTION TO QUR’AN

IT3 PRESERVATION OF THE QUR’AN

NTENTS

Introduction

Objectives

Main Content

3.1 Preservation of the Qur'an
3.2 During the Prophet Lifetime
3.3  The Period of Companions
3.4  Objects of Preservation

3.5 Memorization of the Qur'an
3.6 Recording of the Quran
Conclusion

Summary

Tutor-Marked Assignment
References/Further Readings

INTRODUCTION

Qur’an is the word of Allah, revealed through PrepMuhammad as a
guide to the entire mankind. It is the message fAdlah to men and
therefore of utmost importance. In this course, yoll be exposed to

the
the

mode and material used in the preservatiorisfholy book from
time of Muhammad to the present dayis TiR very important

because the Qur'an, as we have it today was ntthénpresent form

dur

ing the prophet’s lifetime.

2.0 OBJECTIVES

It is hoped that by the end of this unit, you skideg able to:

3.1

Rig

Explain the importance of Qur'an to Muslims.

Identify the mode and materials with which Quramswinitially
preserved.

Understand the roles played by the companiohghe Prophet
Muhammad in the preservation of the Qur'an.

The Qur'an Needed to be Preserved

ht from the beginning, the Qur'an was tpoted and guarded

through the heart and minds of the early recipieBiace it was the
word from Allah, they jealously kept the versestleir memory and
used them in the five canonical prayers. The fa&t these messages are

13
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meant not only for the Arabs, but indeed the enti@nkind makes its
preservation necessary.

Apart from daily recitation of the Qur’an, the phmt sent teachers to
communities in other places around the Arabian ipm®s to teach

people the Quran. For example, Musa b. ‘Umar angath b. Jabal

were sent as teachers of Quran to othemasarto disseminate the
message. In view of this, there was the need te laastandard copy of
the Qur’'an so that only one version was in cir¢atat

Furthermore, the Prophet knew that the Quran wasann for his
generation and the generation yet unborn, he eagedr the
preservation of the book right from the beginnifgevelation so that
those coming after would have the opportunity @fdiag the message
of Allah sent through him. For these reasons,etlveere needs for the
preservation of the holy book.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 1

Enumerate the reasons for the preservation of thi&aQ
3.2 During the Prophet’s Lifetime

Prophet Muhammad did not present to his followdrs tevelation
collected and arranged in a single volume. Rathenvas transmitting
them to his followers as they come to him in stappesches, and verses.
One major reason for this was that the revelatiothe Qur'an did not
come down in one piece, but at interval, and tbigtioued until the end
of the Prophet’s lifetime

Another reason was that even during the periodegtlation, some
verses were abrogated and so, the prophet needeskpiain the

abrogation and the abrogated verses. Most of thesges were not
revealed in their final order, but were later ageah It was therefore
during the lifetime of the Prophet that the versese arranged and so
preserved.

Since the Prophet was unlettered (Q 8:157), ther® wompanions who
were doing the writing on his behalf and were kegghe revelations in
safe place. All the revealed verses and chapters in written form
during the lifetime of the Prophet. For instancéiew Umar set out to
kill the Prophet Muhammad, he was informed thaarslhad already
spread to his own family. On getting to his hoimemet his brother-in-
law, his nephew and his sisters who had embradanh Iseciting suratul
Taha. Umar requested for the sheet on which theehswas written. He

14
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was refused on the ground that he was not puresarmbuld not touch
the Qur'an. He later took the ritual bath, andegted Islam.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 2

a. Explain the mode of preservation of Quran duyrihe Prophet
Muhammad’s lifetime.
b. How did Umar b. Khattab embraced Islam?

3.3 The Period of the Companions

According to Denffer, more than twenty well knowontpanions of the
prophet memorized the Qur'an, even before the Rrttpldeath. Among
them were — AbuBakr, Umar, Uthman, Ali, Ibn. Mas'wbu Huraira,
Abdullahi bin Abbas, Abdullahi bin “Amr bin Al- ‘AsAisha, Hafsah,
and Umm Salamah to mention but a few.

Unfortunately, most of those who memorized the @urtied in the
battle fought with enemies of Islam. This made khaslims consider
the preservation of the book very necessary soithanhessage is not
lost. Some of these companions were contactedldmisuhe materials
in which they had the Qur’an written.

The Qur'an was not only written down by those compas who did so
on their own initiative. Indeed, the Prophet, whenmevelation came,
called for the scribe and dictated to him. Also,ilevhn Madina, the
Prophet had many scribes, among who was Zaid kabiTa

Another form of preservation by the followers oétRrophet were new
converts who came to Madinah to see the Propheleand about Islam.
They were provided with copies of the chaptershef Quran, to read
and learn them by heart.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 3

Discuss how the companions of the Prophet helpatianpreservation
of the Qur’an.

3.4 Objects of Preservation
Three main objects, according to popular traditiohthe Prophet were

used as recording materials of the Qur'an during lifetime of the
Prophet Muhammad. These are:

15
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Dry Leaves
Bones and Skins of Animals
Stones

According to Uthman b. Affan, the third Caliph, wheortions of
different chapters were revealed to the Prophet,)ded to call one of
those persons who used to write down revelatioms say: “write the
verse or verses in chapter where such and suck wvecurs”. Among
the early scribes of the Qur'an were Zaid bin ThaBAbubakr, Umar,
Uthman, Ali and Zubair.

As the revelation grew in volumes, these objecteevkept in the room
of Hafsat, wife of the Prophet Muhammad. This wasywvhen the
Prophet died, copies with Hafsat were among thosiéeated and
compiled into what is today known as Qur’an.

Dry leaves, bones and animal skins were the ordylate and durable
objects during the lifetime of the Prophet Muhammntad preserve
writings. With ink and pen, literary activities dlog this time is limited
as a compliment to the human memory.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 4

Enumerate the objects in which Quran wasserved during the
lifetime of the Prophet Muhammad.

3.5 Memorization of the Qur'an

One of the major ways by which the Qur'an was tnaitted orally was
by memorization known adifz al Qur'an Prophet Muhammad was the
first to commit the book into memory after the angbril had brought
it to him. Thereafter, he would declare the revetatand instruct his
companions to memorize it. A good example was I@as’Md who was
the first man to publicly recite the Qur'an in thiy of Makkah. It is
also on record that Abubakr used to recite the &upublicly in front of
his house in Makkabh.

The significance of this is that right from the eption, Qur'an has been
kept in the memory of the Prophet first, and thes ¢ompanions.
Whatever is in the memory is likely to be presentedger and also
eliminate variations. The Prophet himself encoudatiee memorization
of the Qur'an. For example, a Hadith states.

“Narrated ‘Uthman b. Affan: The Prophet said:

“The most superior among you (Muslims) are thos® w
learn the Qur’an and teach it”.

16
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During the five canonical prayers, recitation oé tQur’an is required,
hence the need for memorization of verses of thea@un order to use
them in prayers. The Prophet also listens to Quipaing recited by his
followers. In view of its spiritual significancejemorized verses of the
Qur’an help in developing the mind spiritually antkllectually.

The tradition of memorization continued after themath of the Prophet
by his companions and later among the generatanfdfiowed, that is,

the tabi’'un, until today. Thus, public recitatiorfi the Quran was
common during the days of the Prophet as we hav&ala Recitation

Competitions today at both national and internatioevel.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 5

Assess the impact of memorization of the Qur'anmgniduslims.
3.6 Recordings of the Qur'an

Every stage, every step and every instruction envidrses received the
highest regard and record during the lifetime @& Brophet. Every care
was therefore taken to ensure that no part of ¢vealed verses was
unrecorded.

At intervals, the objects in which Quran was varitas mentioned in
3.4 above are brought out, read through to enwakwhat has been
written down agrees with what has been kept in rtieamory of the

companions. This was all done to ensure that thectbare intact and
in good condition. This happens during the montiRafmadan when the
recitation of the Qur'an was more frequent.

The Prophet himself encouraged the art of writlhgr example, it was
related that some of the Quraish, who were takesopers at the battle
of Badr, regained their freedom after they had hugpme of the
Muslims the art of writing. By this, many comparsdoecame literate in
writing, thus increasing the number of the Proueibes.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 6

How accurate are the recorders of the Qur'an a¢#nky stage of Islam.
4.0 CONCLUSION

We can conclude this unit by saying that the Quneas carefully
preserved right from the first day it started cogndown to the Prophet

Muhammad from Allah and the companions assistezhsuring that the
preserved materials are kept intact till his death.
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5.0 SUMMARY

We have learnt in this unit the various attemptsh®y Prophet and his
companions in the preservation of the Quran. Thierts of the
companions and later generation of Muslims have laéen discussed to
broaden your knowledge on the steps taken to pegée Qur'an up
until the present day.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

In this unit, the revelation of the Qur'an at twajor cities — Makkah
and Madina shall be discussed. Although the twocargained in the
Qur’an, there is the need for a Muslims to know difeerence between
them. This is only for the purpose of appteg their style and
content. None of the two is inferior or superioranother in terms of
originality. The period of Makkah revelations covbe pre-hijra (AD.
622), while the period of Madinah revelations dre post-hijra days.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
It is hoped that by the end of this unit, you shideg able to:

Identify the characteristics of the Makkah and MatiSuwat
Recognize the features of both Makkah and MadBahar
Understand the content of both the Makkah and Mddsuwar

3.0 Main Content

3.1 The Makkan Suwar

The MakkanSuwarrefer to revelation of the Qur'an that occurred levhi
Muhammad was in Makkah. These were the early dayslam when

the Prophet after being called to prophethbegan his mission of
Islam.
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The Makkan phase of the revelation lasted abouteh3s, from the first
revelation up to the period of hijra of Muhammadnfr Makkah to
Madinah. During this period, Muhammad was occupieginly with
invitation of people (the Makkah pagans) Istam. These were the
people whose life and times were characterizeddoy worshipping,
moral decadence and low moral standards.

Also, the prophet during this period of revelatiwas playing the role of
an announcer of his creator. Announcing the dwestiof his creator,
Allah, of a new faith that centres on the worshigh® creator and not
the created. And also to warn them of consequeotdseir refusal to
heed the call. So, we can say that the period wélagon in Makkah
marked the beginning of Islam as a monotheistigicei.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 1

What do you understand by the Makkan revelation?

3.2 The Madinah Revelation

The Madinah revelationSuwa) were those revealed to the Prophet
Muhammad after the hijra. This period lasted alientyears, from hijra
to the death of the Prophet. The foundation ofniskeas laid in Makkah
which resulted in the formation of a muslim comnynijUmmabh)in
Madinah.

The MadinahSuwar were addressed to four groups of people unlike
those of Makkah that were specifically addressedht Quraish and
other tribes. The four were:

The Muhajirun, who migrated with the Prophet from Makkah to
Madinah.

The Ansar, indigenes of from Madinah who helped Wahajirun.

The Munafiqunwho are from Madinah and pretended to support the
Muslims.

The Ahl al-Kitab, i.e. Jews and Christians with their resipec
scriptures.

Thus, the Madinalsuwarwere received by more than one homogenous
group unlike the Makkans.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 2

Explain in brief the Madinah Suwar.
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3.3 Features and Characteristics of both the Makkamand
Madinah Suwar

The MakkanSuwarhave their main themes as follows:

The unity of Allah Tawhid
The coming Resurrection and Judgment Day

Righteous conducts, and lessons of the people esmhets of the
past.

The MadinalSuwaron the other hand have their main themes as:

Transformation of the Muslim Community into a state

The social, economic, political, military etc liéd¢ Muslims.
The rules, regulations and ordinances of Islam.

Apart from the above, the Makka8uwar are generally short, the
language is poetic and theuwar are full of oaths. In addition, the
sentences are short, and are mostly full of wamwofghell to evil doers
and promise of paradise for doers of good.

The MadinahSuwar on the other hand are generally longer and more
explanatory. They make direct references to basttesother encounters
by Muslims. TheseéSuwar also address the faithful and the people of
books. They also address mankind as an-nas,| ipeaple. Generally,

all chapters whose revelation began in Makkah ai@v as Makkan
Suwareven if their parts were revealed in Madinabh.

In other words, a surah is said to be of Makkaginreven it if contains
verses from Madinah. Also a surah is said to beladiinah origin when
its beginning was revealed in Madinah, even ifahtains verses from
the Makkan period in its text.

Furthermore, there are 19 surah with what somelachaalledhuruf
tahji (such aslif, lam, min e.t.c). All thesesuwarare of Makkan origin
except suratul Bagara (chapter 2) and Al-Imran ftdra3).

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 3

Explain some features and characteristics of th&kisia and Madinah
Suwar.
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3.4 The Essence of Studying the Makkan and adinan
Suwar

To know the origin and order of some of the revefat of the Qur'an is
important for understanding their meaning which «dten be more
easily grasped if one knows the time and circunt&sirthat relate to
them.

For example, many Makkan verses of the Quran mayespecially
meaningful to Muslims living in an un-Islamic emwrment, whereas
some Madinah verses would appeal much to Muslime afe in the
process of forming a communityimal).

In addition, in cases of ruling on Islamic matteusijess one knows
which of the two or more related verses were recéirst, one cannot
decide which legal ruling is now binding upon thei$ims. Thus, the
knowledge of chronology, i.e. which verse comeoieehanother, is very
essential in addition to their origin.

The knowledge, about the Makkah and Madi&alwaris derived from
the companions (sahabah) of the Prophet Muhamnratl treose who
came after themtgbi’'un). The Prophet himself did not categorize any
surah as either Makkah or Madinah. The reasonhisrwas simple —
everybody was a witness to the revelations durimg lifetime of the
Prophet. After his death, there arose the needkpiai@ the origin of
these verses in order to fully understand theitedxdrand content.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 4

Explain the significance of Makkah and Madirtaiwar

4.0 CONCLUSION

The knowledge of Makkah and Madinah revelation e @f the

important branches dflum-ul- Qur'an— Science of the Quran. It is
not merely of historical interest, but particularignportant for the

understanding and interpretation of the respeactgrses.

5.0 SUMMARY

Both the Makkah and Madingbuwaras we can see from this unit are
parts and parcel of the Quran. The divisions o tfwo are only
representing the place where Muhammad was duriem thvelations.
We have studied in this unit some basic features craracteristics of
the two.
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6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

Outline some basic characteristics featuresdbah the Makkah and
MadinahSuwar
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

In this unit, you will learn about various effodgmed at compilation of
the Quran into one volume as it is today. Sinae whitings were done
in objects during the period of Muhammad, the Iageneration felt the
need to preserve the holy book future generatio@sce this attempt of
compilation.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
It is hoped that by the end of this unit, you shidog able to:

Understand the various stages of compilation ofQhgan.

Identify the initial problems faced by the compars®f the prophet
in this efforts

Appreciate the care and concern of the succes$dvailoammad to
preserve the Quran till the present day.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 The First Attempt at Compiling the Qur’an

The last revelation of the Qur'an was received f&ays before the death
of the prophet. These verses were also recordemoneed, revised and
added to others as document in the objects. Thashave a complete
Quran left behind by the Prophet both in timemories of various
companions as well as on writing materials.

The first attempt to compile the Quran was madethmsy first caliph,
Abubakr who instructed Zaid b. Thabit to preparsirggle copy of the
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complete revelation. His reason was that many coiopa who had
memorized the Qur'an were killed at the battle @méamabh in the year
633. There was therefore the fear that unless $ongeturgent was
done, many people who learnt the Qur'an by heary n@alonger be
available to confirm the written down verses.

Consequently, Zaid b. Thabit, on the authorityhaf tirst caliph brought
together all the revealed verses into the suhudefs) from both oral as
well as written sources. In order to confirm thgémuine submissions,
the caliph demanded for two witnesses for eachepig&bis document
remained with Abubakr.

The result of this first attempt was that during first and second year
immediately after the death of the Prophet, therentvelation was
copied onto sheets (suhuf).

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 1
Explain the circumstances that led to the comitatf the Qur'an.
3.2 The Uthman’s Collection

Uthman b. Affan was the third caliph of Prophet Maoimad. He came
into the Caliphal position after Umar b. Khahab,ondfter the death of
the first caliph was holding the Suhuf of the Quaria custody. About
this time, Islam was spreading to outside the Amalgeninsula.

By the year 653, there were noticeable differengbkh arose among
Muslims about the correct recitation of the Qur'@aliph Uthman then
instructed Zaid b. Thabit together with threther companions of
Prophet Muhammad to prepare copies from the Subpf With one of

the wives of the Prophet, Hafsat. Thus, the fregies from the original
Suhuf were reproduced and sent to various Musligiorss where

differences were noticed to replace other matenatirculation. The

original suhuf was retuned to Hafsat while caliptmtdan also kept one
copy (Mushaf).

This attempt by Uthman was very significant as fibught about

uniformity of the copy of Quran in an all the Musl region, thereby

providing an ample opportunity to confirm the onigi of the holy book.

It also allows more copies to be available in dasee was dispute over
other copies. Thus, from the loose sheets colldayedbubakr, Uthman

came up with re-production of the first compilatiand allowed for

uniformity in the production of copies.
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SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 2
Highlight the significance of the Uthmanic editiohthe Qur'an.
3.3 Harmonization of the Verses

It would be recalled that Abubakr made aiegle copy from the
various verbal and written materials. This copy \eder kept by Umar
and there by his daughter and wife of the PropHafsah. It was from
this single copy that Uthman re-produced copies s@&at to various
region of the Muslim world, while the original remad with Hafsat
until her death.

The original copy with Uthman was known as Mushathrdani
(Uthmanic edition) and it was in fact known as tdwenplete Quran by
all the companions of the Prophet, who agreed ithebntained what
Allah had revealed to the Prophet Muhammad. Everar,yUthman
ensured that all the regions recite the copieshefQur'an with them,
while he, with the original, listens to conf that there were no
variations or interpretations. This he did in theegence of the
memorizers that were still alive.

By this effort, Uthman was able to harmonize thenynaopies and

confirm that they contain the same verses. Thisdcbe confirmed from

the report on the battle of Siffin (A.H 37) 27 yeafter the death of the
prophet, and five years after the Uthman’s copiesevdistributed where
Mu'awiyah troops fixed sheets from the Qur'an oreithspears to

interrupt the battle. Nobody accused anyone elsasofg a ‘Persian’

version of the Qur'an which would have counted agiathe enemy of
Ali b. Thabit who was then the caliph.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 3

Explain how Uthman b. Affan harmonized the varioggsion of the
Quran.

4.0 CONCLUSION

The compilation of the Qur’an took several effdysthe companions of
Prophet Muhammad. Beginning with Abubakr, the ficatiph, Umar,

Uthman and Ali, the Quran as we have it today basn carefully

compiled such that no verse was missing. This ig ivis regarded as
the holy book of Islam. This unit has explained ¥aeious stages of the
compilation.
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5.0 SUMMARY

The death of many memorizers of the Qur'an at thildof Yamana
necessitated the attempt to compile the ato®ls into one unified
book. This singular event was very significant wheday we see the
same Qur'an being read without variation or differe This was the
result of the companions of the Prophet who ensthratithe book was
preserved till date.

6.0 TUTOR MARKED ASSIGNMENT

Assess the roles of the companions of Prophet Muatwinin the
compilation of the Qur’an.
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UNIT 6 DIVISION OF THE QUR’AN
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

In this unit, you will be taught the various diwasi of the Qur'an as a
book of guidance for the Muslims. These divisiors meant to ease the
recitation of the book and to fully understand ¢ntents. Scholars,

researchers and students of the book found thsiading very convenient
in their use of /the book.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
It is hoped that by the end of this unit, you skideg able to:

Understand the various divisions of Qur'an.
Identify some signs and strokes of the Qur’an.
Use the various divisions to understand the Qubtter.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 The Surah

Surah (pl. Surat ocBuway literally means ‘row’ or ‘fence’. In technical
language, it is the passage with division of the’&uc text, i.e. a
chapter or part, set apart from the preceding aloviing text.

In the Qur'an, there are 114 chaptersSmwar This division is what

Quranic 2:23 referred to when it challenged theapents of Islam
thus:
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“And if you are in doubt as to what we have revdale
from time to time to our servant, then produce eaBu
like it, and call your witness or helpers besiddiald

if your doubts are true”

The chapters of the Qur'an are of varying lengifige longest contains
286 verses. The shortest chapter contains ongetlierses. It should
be noted that alBuwarwith the exception of Surah 9 begins with the
word Bismillahi Rahmanir Raheemwvhich mean “In the name of Allah,
The Beneficent, The Merciful”’. However, Surah 27:8@e Bismillahi
missing in Surah Tawbah is found thus:

It is from Solomon, and is (as follows)
“In the name of Allah, The Gracious,
The Merciful”.

All the 114 Suwarin the Qur'an have names which serve as a title or
heading. The names are often derived from an imaportor
distinguishing word in the text itself such @sAnfal (8), al-Baqgara(2).

In some cases, some surah are named after théefivsalphabets with
which the surah begins such®s-ha(20), al-Furgan (25)Ya-sin(36).

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 1
Explain the term Surah in the Qur'an
3.2 Ayah

Ayah (pl. ayat) means ‘sign’, but in technical laage it refers to the
shortest division of the Qur’'an, i.e. a phrase meatence. Since the
revelation of the Quran is a guidance to mankinds therefore not

surprising that its smallest divisions are callemjns’. The term verses
is only used by English translators, it may notthse most appropriate
since Qur’'an is not poetry.

An ayah of the Qur'an may carry more than one nmegnivhile some
need to be read along with the next in a surah.eSagat are self-
explanatory while some are allegorical. The propederstanding of
these depends on the knowledge of individual wigagas on the study
of the Qur’an.

Both the order of the ayah within each surah aedatihangement of the
surah were finally determined by the Prophet urgiedance from the
Angel Jibril in the year of his death, when the elntgame to him twice
to revise the text with him.
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SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 2

Write short notes on the ayah in the Qur'an
3.3 Juz'un

Juz’'un (pl. ajza) literally means part or portidine Qur'an is derived in
30 portions of appropriately equal length for easgitation during the
thirty nights of Ramadan.

The learning of the Qur’an in view of its technicature normally takes
some time. Pupils learning the book often spendthsand even years
before graduation. One easy way of ensuring thai@ completes the

learning in good time is to divide the entire pdreong the Juz’'un. By

this, a child will move from one Juz’un to anoth8ome ceremonies are
held for such completion in the pasty by local Maik

Today, in order to further enhance effective reimtaof the Qur'an, the
holy book is printed in 30 volumes. Thus, with 300d reciters, the
whole Qur’an can be recited through the Juz'unreyement.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 3
What are the uses of Juz'un in the recitation of &h?
3.4 Hizb

This is further division of Juz’un. There are sidyb-divisions of the
Quran also for easy recitation and memorizatioactehizb is further
sub-divided into quarters indicated as follows:

a. First quarter hizb (Rub’u hizb)
b. Half of hizb (Nasnu hizb)
C. Third quarter hizb (Thalatha Ruba‘a hizb)

This sub-division of the Qur’an also help pupiksaining the Quran by
engaging them to complete the hizb within a penbtime after which
they would fulfil completion of a Juz'un. To suakalners, they cannot
move to another hizb unless they have masténedreading of the
previous ones.

In the thematic structure of the Qur’an, some hatlow a set pattern of
theme while others may not. These themes are lyst@lowed by

commentators of the Qur'an (Mufassirun). Both thebhand juz’'un

provide an easy coverage of the Qur'an within jpusdited time frame.
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SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 4

Compare and contrast the hizb and Juz’'un of thea@Qur
4.0 CONCLUSION

The division of the Qur’an into Juz'un and hizlfas easy recitation of
the holy book by Muslims. Although there are furtlogvisions of the

Qur’an, those discussed in this unit are the mesemtial and popular
among many scholars of Qur’an.

5.0 SUMMARY
This unit has presented the various terms commaseyl to describe the

various divisions in the Qur’an. The essence of thito educate you on
these terms and their importance in the learningpeQur’an.

6.0 TUTOR MARKED ASSIGNMENT

Enumerate the various divisions of the Qur'an
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

There are a lot of arguments by some noslihs as to the
genuineness of the Qur'an as a book of Allah. is @mit, you will learn
how the Quran and other evidences have proveditikgted the book
has divine origin.

2.0 OBJECTIVES

At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

Have a full appreciation of the divine origin oktur’an.

Explain to a non-Muslim the authenticity tife Qur'an both in
content and in context.

Understand through the life of the Prophwttthe message he
brought was to the whole world.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 The Qur'an as an Authentic Source of History

By authenticity, we mean that the Quran was tihlg revelation from
Allah through Prophet Muhammad to mankind. Befoim,has we
mentioned earlier, there have been prophets seht lbaoks such as
Musa (Moses), Isa (Jesus Christ) and Daud (David).

It therefore became evident that although Muhamdidahot meet these
prophets, yet his message contained their histdaeds and accounts of
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their lives. The Quran contains histories of prefghsuch as Musa,
Daud, Yunus, Ibrahim e.t.c. Thus, the Quran corg#ahose aspects of
life left out in the earlier revelations.

In addition, the Qur'an acknowledges earl@vealed books and
prophets of Allah. This goes to confirm that theelation of the Qur’an
is a continuation of Allah’s communication with nkamd through

periodic revelation. Qur'an 40:10 says:

“Say: See you? If this teaching be from Allah, amal
reject it, and a witness from among the childrenisifael
testifies to it. Similarly (with earlier scripturgsand has
believed while you are arrogant. How unjuse aou.
Truly Allah guides not a people unjust.”

Historians rely on the information from the Qur'am their writings
because it remained an original source of matéorapast events as it
affected people and places. To this end, the Qusamt just a book of
worship, it is also a powerful historical documavitich predated the
birth of Prophet Muhammad by telling the story bé told Romans or
the Babylonians or even the Israelites.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 1

The Qur’an is not only a religious book, but alshistorical document.
Discuss.

3.2 The Life of Muhammad

In order to prove the authenticity of the Qur’ahe tlife of Prophet
Muhammad could also be a good reference point.

First, he was an unlettered Prophet. For this reasaevould be difficult
for such a person to sit down somewhere and writelame as Qur’an
and claim it is from Allah.

Secondly, the Makkans were known for literary atitg even before
Muhammad was born. Most of them were poets of Isiginding who
used to organize competition to showcase theiripaserial in the art of
composition. But when they had contact with versiethe Qur'an, they
could not but accept the unrivaled rich languagd @& composition
which was superior in diction compared to their tpperudition. And
they accepted the Qur'an as being from a power fekyduhammad.
This was why they accepted the Quran as a supen@iation.
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In addition, when Muhammad had contact with kingsl aulers of
countries, his first instrument of conviction wdee tQur'an. Most of
these rulers eventually accepted Islam not becafisee eloquence of
Muhammad but because of the powerful statementsaio@u in the
Quran. It therefore means that the Quran was ghoa message of
conviction to which even leaders had to confirm andept.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 2

How did the personality of Muhammad prove that ¢a’an was an
authentic book.

3.3 Evidence from The Qur’an

Unlike other holy books, the Quran speaks itgelf as being a
revelation from the supreme being Allah. This ewck and many
others put the authenticity of the book in no doulitis is because
Muhammad could not have invented such statemerus. irfstance
Qur’an 56: 77-80 states thus:

“That is indeed the Qur'an most honourable, in aok
well-guarded, which none shall touch but those \ah®
clean. A revelation from the Lord of the worlds.”

To those who claim that the Qur'an is not divinke tQur'an itself
debunked the claim thus:

Or, do they say, he (Muhammad) has forged it? Say
then, bring ten forged chapters, like it and cafion
whom you can besides Allah, if you are truthful.”
(Q11:13).

The above is a challenge that nobody or group kas esponded to
over thousand years when the Qur'an threw it. @b€an went further
to challenge not only men, but even the Jinn withirt supernatural
powers. None can produce the like of the Qur'aene¥ they combined
their efforts in such a direction. Qur'an 17:88a$a

“If man and jinn should combined together to prodube
like of this Qur'an, they could not produce theeli&f it
even though some of them helped each other.”

With all these, we can deduce that the evidendheofiuthenticity of the

Qur’an is very much abundant within the text its@lhd this is a further
confirmation of the divine nature of the book.
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SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 3
Highlight some evidence from the Qur'an to proseaitithenticity.
3.4 Predictions of the Future Fulfilled

Not only is the Qur’an relevant to the history lo& {people and events of
the past, but is also full of prediction most ofigthhave been fulfilled.
And with our human reasoning, those that are yddetdulfilled would
soon come to pass based on concrete evidences.

A good example was the Qur'anic predictiontiee victory of the
Roman Empire over Persia after the Persians hadatssf it. This
properly came to pass seven years later in 622TGE.Qur’'an 30: 2-4
states thus:

“The Roman Empire has been defeated, in a landeclos
by, but they (even) after this defeat of theird solon be
victorious; within a few years, with God is the @& in
the past and in the future, on that day shall tledie¥ers
rejoice.”
Also, the Quran prophesized that Islam shall pilevaer all other
religions. This is being fulfilled today as theigebn is gaining firm root
in areas that used to be hostile to the Muslims:dQui8:28 states:

“It is He who has sent His Apostle with Guidancel dhe
religion of Truth, to proclaim it over all Religiorand
enough is God as a witness.”
SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 4
Discuss the predictions of the Qur’an on its divsitegus.
4.0 CONCLUSION
We have discussed in this unit the various proofdhe authenticity of
the Quran, whereas other books are limited in scapd audience. The
Qur'an has proved to be a universal book for adlsagpations and tribes.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

The Qur’an is known by many names. These namesfamportance

to the book as they depict the use of the text is@ontent among
Muslims. Interestingly, the Qur’an itself contaimany other names by
which it is called. In this unit, you will learrbaut names of the Qur’an,
their meanings and significance.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

Identify other names by which the Qur’an is known
Explain meanings of these names
Know the spiritual significance of these names tashNins

3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 Meaning of Qur'an

Qur’an is from the Arabic word qgara’a, i.e. ‘to déa The word Qur’an

means what is to be read. In other words, by gamng the book we
are studying in this unit is the one meant to Izl reither individually or

collectively from time to time. No wonder, theregdhat the Qur’an has
become a source of competition among the youngtlaaald who are

always eager to out do each other in the art afingathe Qur’an.
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The angel Jibril as mentioned in unit 2 began tbeelation of the
Quran with a command “Read”. This is very sigeaint because right
from inception, the book was to be a source ofrofepeated verses.

But we should know that reading the Qur’an is aforefthat requires
certain etiquettes or decorum. Those to read thok,bthe place, the
manner and comportment all must follow certain glirgks. The proper
reading of the Qur’an requires a special skill knoaslim Tajwid, i.e.
The science of recitation. This skill providesrapger pronunciation of
some letters, the mode of recitation as well agfagice of some rules
in the book.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 1

Explain the meaning of Qur'an
3.2 Al-Kitab (The Book)

The Qur'an has as another name, the book. Thusntained in Qur'an
2:2 thus:

“That is the book, in which there is no doubt, sta
guide for those who fear Allah.”

Although, the Qur'an is described as a book, iha like any other
book. The term book is only in the textual natof¢he compilation, we
should not look at the Qur'an as a book from theesavay we perceive
other books we use in our day-to-day activities.

For example, most of the books we use in our dadjivities have
human beings as their authors; the authorthef Qur'an is Allah
Himself. Again, ordinary books undergo severalieds, assessments,
modifications and corrections. The Qur'an as waeehin the days of
Prophet remains the same even today. It has notwalhchever go
through any revisions.

Even in other holy books recognized by Islam, marenh his words
with God'’s, but in the case of Qur'an, we find oilhe words of God,
and in their original form. In addition, the omgil texts of most of the
known divine books were lost altogether, and origirt translations
exist today. In the case of Qur’an, it is exadtliact today as it was
revealed to the Prophet. Not a word, not even &aldgl has been
changed.

Some holy books were sent in languages which died lago. No
nation or community now speaks those languagesttaarg are only a
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few people who claim to understand them. Thugven interpret those
books and put them into practice becomes a diffi@lk. On the other
hand, the language of the Qur’an is a living lamganillions of people
speak it, and millions know and understand it. bigas being taught
and learnt in many universities of the world. Thtiss easy to interpret
the Arabic Quran and then follow the injunctiohgtein.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 2

To what extent would you agree that Quran is ddfég from other
books?

3.3 Al-Furgan (The Separator)

Another name by which Qur'an is known is The Setmara.e. the one
that distinguishes the truth from falsehood. Tesfectly refers to the
emergence of the book at a time when the Makkanse weossly
involved in all forms of falsehood both in termswébrship and social
life. The idolaters of Makkah thrive in falsehoby worshipping man-
made gods and goddesses, and so the Qu&m®e as a separator
between these and worship of the only one GodhAlla

True Prophet is raised by God Himself. It is Heowlas sent him to
mankind to convey His message to His people. Hisscommand that
one should put one’s faith in the Prophet and follam. Thus, one
who refuses to believe in God’'s messenger refusemllow God’s
commandment and becomes a rebel. The evident®s¢ tvho are on
the wrong path and those on the straighh @ae contained in the
Qur’an, a distinguisher.

Perhaps, the position of Islam would not have destter appreciated if
Muhammad was only to come out and call the peapléhé one only
one true God, without an evidence that he was bgtsant by Him. To
separate the false and feeble kind of God (whieh Makkans were
worshipping) from the strong and all-encompassaigpowerful Allah,
the Qur'an provides all these through its contents.

Whatever notions the pre-Islamic Arabs had of nsraulture and
civilizations were primitive in the extreme. Theyoutd hardly
discriminate or distinguish between pure and impueavful and
unlawful. Their lives were barbaric. They tgkeasures in adultery,
gambling and drinking. Looting and murder were pdrtheir everyday
existence. They would stand stark naked beforh e#tter without any
shame or conscience. It is the Quran thetv rcame to separate
between these horrible life in which the Arabs wéwng and the
purified, neat and wholesome one, which is Islam.
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SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 3

Explain with examples how the Quran can described as ‘The
Separator’.

3.4 Al-Hudah (The Guidance)

The Qur'an is a guidance from darkness to the ligfhtslam. The
Qur'an chapter 2 verse 185 states:

“‘Ramadan is the (month) in which was sent down the
Quran, as a guide to mankind, also clear signs for
guidance and judgement (Between Right and Wrong) ...”

The guidance imparted through the Prophets of thst pvas not

complete. Every Prophet was followed by aepthvho effected

alterations and additions in the teachings and ngtjons of his

predecessors, and in this way, the chain of ref@ma progress
continued. That is why the teaching of the earkeophets, after the
lapse of time, were lost. Obviously, there wasgaed to preserve their
teachings when amended and improved guidance hkead f@lace. At

the last, the most perfect code of guidance wasitad to mankind

through Muhammad. By this, all the previous codese automatically
replaced.

It is futile to follow an incomplete code when tbemplete code exists.
That complete code is the Qur'an. It guides thedmowards a perfect
life and teaching which never existed in the bookihe earlier Prophets
who had come before Muhammad. The guidance of the€a@ is to
provide for man an entry point to the eternal pleasf the Almighty
Allah. Whoever follows it, will have an everlagiipeace of mind, and
whoever rejects will suffer perdition in the end.

Like the wandering shepherds in the wilderness Atfaos before Islam
needed a true guidance for their life to be secuaed for mankind in
general to be provided with a complete code of, Maich is Islam.
This is what the Qur'an has come to do for the Aidddaters and by
extension the entire world. Thus it is found in Qar'an a guide to
one’s economic, social, political, matrimonial andeed every facet of
life. No wonder therefore that in Suratul Fatih&me only prayer is
“Guide us on the right path”. Whoever has beerdediwill never go
astray in terms of worship and complete peace afimi

The Quran guides us on how to behave amougselves, how to
respect our parents, how to transact busasessow to administer
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inheritances, how to pilot affairs of a group otio@, how to treat the
orphans and so on.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 4

Explain how the Qur’an is a guide to the believers.

3.5 Al-Tanzl (The Revelation)

The Quran is not just a book written bgpngone, somewhere,
somehow. It is a revealed message, a compendiongbt together as a
reference material for believers. God had revedlesl Books to His
Prophets before Muhammad and these books weredssvit in the
same way as He sent down the Quran. It is pafaith in Islam to
believe in the previous revelations such as Torake@led to Prophet
Musa), Injil (to Prophet Isa) and Zabur (to PropBetud). A muslim
should believe that whatever books were sent dow@dxl are all true.

While the original texts of most of the former digi books were lost
altogether, and only their translation exists tqQdéne Qur’an, exists
exactly as it was revealed to the Prophet Muhamma&bt a word is
changed or even added to it. Thus, Qur'an islai@ in its original
text as a revealed and preserved book of all timéghe Qur'an had
been a man-made work, several mistakes, additiodsearors would
have been discovered in it. The Quran 26:192stat

“Verily, this is a Revelation from the Lord of therlds”.

That the Qur’an is a revelation from Allah shoukldf the nature that it
is purely and absolutely God’s own words, thasiperfectly true, that
every word of it is preserved, that everything namd therein is right,
that it is duty bound on every man and woman toyoaut in his life and
every community every command of it and that whatdwe against it
must be rejected.

The Qur’an within its texts also confirms the statii being a revelation
from the Supreme Being, the wise. This is why sslveassages in the
book directs the mind to reflect on certain phenoanaround man, and
how these have impacted on the life of man. Prophéhammad was
not known to be a scientist. But the messagdull of scientific
discoveries. This can only testify to it as beingeselation from the
Almighty, the all-knowing Allah.
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SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 5

Enumerate on four points to confirm the divine tatien of the Qur’an.
3.6 Al-Hukm (The Judgment)

The Quran has the name al-hukm, i.e. the judgenvemth truly
represents the supremacy of the book over theraftdiman on earth.
The Quran 13:37 states:

“Thus have We revealed it to be a judgement of @itih
in Arabic ...”

Among the features of the Qur'an is that it corddimjunctions, verdicts
and rulings on the various aspects of human lifeese judgments are
of divine origin and this is why in over one thondayears when the
Qur'an was revealed, no one has come up to faaljutigments. This is
because Allah Himself is just, and will never bgughto His creatures.

In view of the complexity of man, he needs divinelgement of the
activities which he embarks upon and which requirgne blessings.
Thus Qur'an provides judgements on the distributadnestate of a
deceased Muslim in such a manner that everyonkeiriamily is taken
care of. Similarly, in the case of divorce betwaean and woman, the
judgement of the Qur'an provides a balanced remwiutvhen properly
executed.

The Qur'an judgement on criminal matters have bieemd to be the

best, and in the best interest of the larger sp@gen by non-Muslim

jurists of the world. Today, several codified lawsrrow from the

Qur’anic provisions (although without stating se)view of the fairness
of the Quranic provisions. And this makes a Muslappreciate the

blessing of the Quran on man, as agaihst man-made laws that
require updating, amendments and reviews from toriane.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 6

Examine the name of Qur'an as the separator.

4.0 CONLUSION

We have explained in this unit the various nameghefQur'an which
makes it a truly revelation from Allah. By thesanmes, one can only

appreciate the supremacy of the book over the pusvbooks sent to
other Prophets and then strive to follow it.
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5.0 SUMMARY
The names by which we call the Qur'an are attributethis holy book

of Islam. The names indeed represent its usee@ad position in the
life of a true believer.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

Mention five other names of the Quran and disdh&sr meanings in
brief.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

In this unit, you will learn the various scripts tife Qur'an and the
developments of script writing in the pre-Islamiedathe Islamic era.
The mode of writing in those days was done by & af the available
technology. The Quranic script as we haveoilay has therefore
undergone several changes and improvements.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

Identify the various scripts of the Qur'an

Understand the peculiarities of some manuscriptee@fQur’an
Appreciate the stages of the writings of the Qubafore modern
technology.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 The Old Manuscript

Although writing was not very common in the prealsic days, it is a

well-known activity among the Arabs. History tald of many writers

of poems, verses of praises and so on, and whaorteetamous because
to their writings.

The script used in the™7century of Islam i.e. during the lifetime of
Prophet Muhammad consisted of very basic symbadtsciwexpressed
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only the consonantal structure of a word and whvele not very clear
in reading and identifying. For example, while agdve have Arabic
letters such as ba, ta, tha, ya with distinguistpoats of one, two or
three on top or below the alphabets, the earlgretf Arabic alphabets
contained no such points. All the letters usebtdonritten simply as a
straight line.

Consequently, from this basic system of writingeréhdeveloped over
the ages, various types of script such as Kifi, Mdm, Nagsh, etc.,
which later spread to other parts of the worldccdrding to Denffer,
this later invention by Muslims with interests inrabic calligraphy
brought about standardized types and formalizatibirabic writing
began to develop. For the script of the Qur'aarehwere two important
steps which brought about the forms in which weehlne Qur’anic text
as it is today. The two steps were the introductibn

Vowelling marks Tashki)
Diacritical Marks Aijan)

Taskhil is the name for signs indicating the vowels in Acacripts.
They were unknown in the pre-Islamic times. Thegmss helped to
determine the correct pronunciation of the word sm@void mistakes
for example bayt, baytun

The next is Aijan (diacritical marks) Arabic lettervhich started as lines
and point which the ancient Arabic did not have Wasr developed
with strokes which helped to distinguish the vasidetters which could
be easily mixed up. Without aijan, word such agt lsannot be easily
recognized. We should note that aijan were ramelyse in the pre-
Islamic days.

The very early copies of the Qur’anic manuscriptsrtbt have signs of
ya, ba, ta, tha etc. It was during the periodheffifth Umayyad Caliph
Abdul Malik al-Marwam (66—68 H) that these wereraaluced. The
first man to introduce these points to the '@uc text was a later
companion of the Prophet (Tabii) known as Al-Duali.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 1

Explain the tashkil and aijan in the early Qur'amanuscript.

3.2 The Damascus Manuscript

It was reported that three out of the four of tlopies of the early

Qur’'anic script by Uthman b. Affan were destroyedfibe and in war
after the few years of their existence. But thpycto Damascus was
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intact and was kept at Malatja. The destructiothefthree copies gave
Muslims a great concern as the only copy in Dans&scay be targeted
by the opponents of Islam who knew at that time thavas the only
survivor out of the four original copies sent to $in lands.

The Damascus copy of the original Quran was cligdnany scholars
who later developed keen interest in the studyc@nges of the Qur’an.
Among them was lbn. Batuta (779/1377) who said d&e& e copy in
Granada, Marrakech, Basra and other citielso Abn Kathir (d.

774/1372) relates hat he has seen a copy of theaBarm copy in the
year 518 in Palestine. According to him, the cobyhe Quran was
very large, in beautiful clear strong writing wikrong ink, in penchant
made of camel skin.

Some people believed that this copy was later geriteningrad and
from there to England. Others held the view th& Mushaf remained
in the mosque of Damascus, where it was last sefmédthe fire in the
year 1310/1892.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 2

Write brief notes on the Damascus manuscript ofjbgan.

3.2 The Madinah Manuscript

This same manuscript of the Quran was later foumdMadinah

according to Ibn Jubair (d.614/1217) who said h& ##& copy in the
mosque of Madinah in 580/1184. According ttveo sources, this
manuscript remained in Madinah until the Turks teokom there in

1334 (1915). It was reported that this copy remolgdthe Turkish

authorities to Istanbul came to Berlin during therlf War 1.

To confirm this, the Treaty of Versailles, whichnctuded the World
War |, contains the following clause:

Article 246: Within six months from coming intorfae of
the present Treaty, Germany will restore to His asty,
king of Hedjaz, the original Koran of Caliph Othman
which was removed from Madinah by the Turkish
authorities and is stated to have been presentdtetax-
Emperor William II.

We should note however that the Qur'an later motwedstanbul, not
Madinah. But there were strong indications that shene text, in its
original was preserved and that nothing has tandperth it. There was
yet another manuscript known as Imam manuscrigtis Was the one
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kept by Caliph Uthman himself, and was said to é&dmg when his
assassins came to kill him. The same manuscripttvdbe found later
in Samarkand.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 3

Write short notes on the Madinah manuscript.

3.4 The Samarkand Manuscript

According to Denffer, this was the copy kept in Alkent (USSR). It
may be the Imam manuscript or any of the otheramade at the time
of Uthman b. Affan, the third Caliph.

This manuscript came to Samarkand in 890 Hijra $)48d remained
there till 1917. A Russian Orientalist gave a tethdescription of it

and that many pages were damaged and missing.rt€tfere made to
reform the pages through the reproduction of 50esoand sent to many
Muslim rulers such as Ottoman Sultan Abdul Hamine $hah of Iran,

the Amir of Bukhara etc.

This Samarkand manuscript was significant in tkeedition circulated

among the reproduction moved to other world leaddrs also kept the

document jealously and for posterity. The manpsevias later returned
to its former place and reached Tashkent in 192&revit has remained
since. It is good to note that the Soviet authesithad made several
copies, which are presented from time to time 8itivig Muslim heads

of state and other important personalities.

In 1980, photocopies were produced in the UnitemteSt of America,
with a two-page forward by M. Hammdullahi. Accorgito the author
of a book _History of Mushaf of Uthman in Tashkeat number of
reasons for the authenticity of the manuscript vggven as:

a. The fact that the script is written in the fifslf of the first
century Hijra.

b. The fact that it is written on parchment frorgazelle, while the
later Qur'anic scripts were written on paper-likests.

C. The fact that it does not have any diacriticarks which were
introduced around the eighth decade of the firsiturg; hence
the manuscript must have been written before them.

d. The fact that it does not have a vowelling sylsltroduced by
Du’ali, who died in 68 Hijra, hence it is earliéran this.
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On the whole, what was clear was that two of thgieof the Qur'an
which were originally prepared by Uthman, arel savailable to us
today and their text and arrangement can be compaith any other
copy of the Quran be it in print or handwriting.hey will be found to
be identical.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 4
Highlight the significance of the Samarkand manigscr
3.5 The Egyptian Manuscript

The Qur'anic text in printed form now in use widdly the Muslim
world is the ‘Egyptian Edition’. It is also knowrs &he king Fu’ad
edition, since it was introduced in Egypt undergkiFu’ad of Egypt. It
was first printed in Cairo in 1925. Subsequemntiymerous copies have
been produced.

The effort of the Egyptians in this direction was first preserve the
manuscript, reproduce the original and then begassrreproduction.
The various stages of preserving the manuscrigr lagéceived the
attention of the Egyptian government and a morengific preservation
was made of the document.

The various manuscripts of the Quran are only itonhg the stages of
preservation of the document up till preselsty. None of the
manuscript was ever found with any defect that inaye affected the
content of the Qur'an because, as we have seeh, g&wod of the
transition, the document received the best of ptate from human
corruption and interpolation. But above all, Allatme author of the
Quran had assumed that it is He who protects tek from any form
of crookedness.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 5

Write short note on the Egyptian manuscript of@e’an.

4.0 CONCLUSION

In this unit, you have learnt about the various usanipts of the Qur’an,
and how they were preserved from one generatiotihdoother. The

manuscripts were the originals from where fitesent copy of the
Quran emerged.
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5.0 SUMMARY

The manuscripts of the Qur'an provide a good opputy to see how
the Arabic alphabet developed. It is interestimaf the Arabic, which is
the language of the Quran, is still alive todayridwide unlike the
language of some other holy books that had becomirece

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

Trace the various stages of development of thea@ur’manuscripts up
to the present time.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

Many companions as well as family members of thepRet played
various roles in the emergence of the Quran. Was because he was
an unlettered Prophet and his call to Prophethoasl avsurprise to him.
In this unit, we shall examine few of these compasiand their roles .

2.0 OBJECTIVES
At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

Identify the family members and companions who siedi the
Prophet in the evolution of the Qur'an

Understand the role played by some companionserQir'anic
project.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1  Khadijah bint Khuwaylid

This was the first wife of Prophet Muhammad. Aligb a widow, she
offered to marry Muhammad who was fifteen yearsngmu than her,
and also surrendered all her wealth and iwigio the Prophet.
Khadijah’'s role in the life of the Prophet was vesignificant and
valuable.
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First, as a business woman, she was into reachhamrdousiness,
traveling from cities to cities and had wide tramnections. Initially
Muhammad was to join her business as a trade parshe quickly
discovered the truthfulness and reliable qualitethe young, dynamic
Muhammad. Hence, she drew him nearer to her busiaesvities.
They later got married.

Khadijah was the first recipient of the shock anewilderment of

Muhammad after his encounter with the angelcave Hira. She
provided the needed “cover” for the man who wag deder, but was
undergoing psychological experiences. She alswacted her cousin,
Waragah b. Naufal, and experienced and knowledgeaban in

Christianity who later hinted that her husband wosbon be a great
man.

Khadijah was the backbone for Prophet Muhammadheatrtitial stage
of Islam. She provided a conducive environment Marhammad to
develop his prophetic life and the much neededuress to meet the
challenges of the Makkan opposition. She also nitadehome of the
Prophet a haven of everybody so that the feth became firmly
rooted in their minds. Her acceptance of the naitth falso provided the
confidence needed by Muhammad to begin a universasion.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 1

Explain the role of Khadijah to the growth of Islam

3.2Hafsah

Hafsah was the daughter of Umar b. Khattab, therskdCaliph in
Islam. She was married to the Prophet after asugpdglam even before
her father, who at that time was an ardent enentglain. She was bold
to tell her father never to touch the Qur'an beeas was impure as a
pagan.

Hafsah's role was the keeping of the original copyhe Qur’an in her
custody. After the gathering of objects in whichr@o was written
such as dry leaves, bones and animal skins, tHgeet® were collected
and kept in the care of Hafsah. On the death offttophet, it was the
copy with her that was brought out, reproduced urde command of
Uthman b. Affan, and later got circulated to muspnovinces to avoid
variations in the recitations.

Hafsah was a devoted wife of the Prophet. She repsrted to have

memorized many parts of the Qur'an even while th@pPRet was alive.
She also used to teach others the Qur'an as hdrilngion to the

52



ISL111 INTRODUCTION TO QUR’AN

growth of Islam. In addition, Hafsah was noted & & dedicated wife
who also served the Prophet’'s guests and visitges @hen the Prophet
did not have enough provision for such guests.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 2
Assess the role of Hafsah in the evolution of the'&h.
3.3 Zaid b. Thabit

Popularly known as the chief scribe of Prophet Muiread, Zaid b.
Thabit was a young man with very good talent obrddeeping. The
Prophet quickly discovered this in him at the eatigge of Islam and
brought him closer as his ‘personal secretary’.

Zaid’s role in the Qur'an was the accurate recasliof the revelation.
A tradition had it that as soon as the Prophetivedeany revelation, the
next thing will be to invite Zaid b. Thabit and ethscribes and instruct
them to write the new verse in so and so placeterAfriting, he will
also read out the dictated verses to the hearirtheoProphet who will
confirm and then ask that the materials be kepafie place.

Zaid was a close relation of the Prophet. He twsexhsure that nothing
happened any day around the Prophet except haiyaseicorded them
down. To this, his record usually form the basis dthers to cross-
check and then amend as required.

During the treaty of Hudaybiyyah, Zaid b. Thabitsasmong the scribes
on the side of the Prophet when the treaty wasgbdiafted. He was
usually in charge of the documents of the Prophdtthe Prophet relied
so much on him that he would ask other scribesotopare their notes
with that of Zaid.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 3

Who was Zaid b. Thabit?

3.4 Abubakr Sidiq

This was the first Caliph of Prophet Muhammad. haligh older in age
than the Prophet, he was the first male adult teptclslam without any
hesitation. He was a rich merchant in Makkaitd was a famous

businessman that later brought glamour and redpettie fold of the
early Muslims.

53



ISL111 INTRODUCTION TO QUR’AN

Abubakr was very close to Prophet Muhammad, are laecame his
close confidant. His choice as the first caliprsvmat by accident but
indeed a normal procedure going by the closenesiapility and high

level of commitment to the cause of Islam.

Abubakr was with Muhammad, being his onlyrtiper in the cave
Thawr, during the hijra from Makkah to Madinah. Blso stood by the
prophet even when Muhammad was afraid that the iflunaho were
pursuing them were close by. He entered Madindh thie prophet and
both were welcomed by the Ansar.

After the Prophet’'s death, the first move to get Quran compiled
started during the reign of Abubakr. Although he diot completely
support the idea, it was out of respect and redardthe prophet.

Abubakr queried the agitators for the compilatiénh@ Qur'an why the
prophet did not initiate such when he was alivee l&ter supported the
idea in view of the dwindling number of memorizeas Qur'an who

were killed at the battle of Yamana.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 4

Abubakr was indeed a ‘Friend in need’. Discuss.
3.5 Uthman b. Affan

One companion that would ever be remembered forrdies in the
evolution of the Quran was Uthman b. Affathe third Caliph.
Although an elderly and wealthy man, Uthmdemonstrated to
Muslims how best to spend one’s wealth flee upliftment of the
religion of Islam. He was one of the very earlyeerts to Islam.

Uthman took a bold step in the Quranic project brsdering its
compilation and keeping one, and reproducing ottmuies for the
Muslim regions. Today, we talk of the Uthmanictesti of the Qur’an
because it was he who standardized the document wdretions in the
recitation were noticed in some regions of the s

Uthman was also involved in the process of crosscking from
memorizers of the book, especially during the coatipn. And he
would ask each memorizer to produce witnesses ppati of the
recitation. Uthman spent his wealth in theead of Islam. For
instance, he was the first muslim to buywell for the use of the
muslims as his contributions to the growth f Islam.
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4.0 CONCLUSION

The companions of the Prophet played significalgsran the promotion
of Islam. They were the first people to believe #rophet out of love
and sincere commitment to his mission. They theeséan be regarded
as the front liners in the evolution of Islam a=kgion.

5.0 SUMMARY

The compilation of the Qur'an as we have it todauld be credited to
the efforts of some close companions and relatadrthie Prophet who
assisted and helped in preserving the holy bookHergenerations yet
unborn. In this course you have learnt how thesgplpewho were close
to the Prophet helped him in the Qur’anic project.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNEMENT

Explain the role of the following companions of tReophet in the
compilation and standardization of the Qur’an:

a. Abu-bakr

b. Khadijah

C. Hafsah

d. Zaid b. Thabit
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

In this unit, you will learn about the essence #r@message of Quran
as a holy book for the Muslims. Since theolk has become an
important material in the life of a Muslim, we sh@d&know what are the
various messages and its essence which makesidig Sb important to
an average Muslim.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

Understand the essence and message of the Qur'an

Explain the Qur'anic injunctions which servas a basis for
today’s scientific discoveries

Release and evaluate the rich content of the Quasaa book for
every generation

3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 Universality of the Message of the Qur'an

The previous holy books were sent to specific peapld their messages
did not go beyond the territories of such groupwiach they were sent
so also were the Prophets through whom such messegie sent by
Allah. But in the case of the Quran, its messageat only to the
Arabs, the people of Muhammad, but indeed to thelevmankind.

For instance, the Qur’an is full of account of tise and fall of nations
and empires of the world. Supporting itself witlstbrical facts, the
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book also reviewed achievements of the old refosmeuassed
judgments on the various religions of the world gaste verdicts on the
differences and disputes between nations. dditian, the Quran
teaches ethical canons and principles of culture.

Furthermore, the Qur’an contains laws of sociabneenic organization,

group conduct and international relations. Allshenake the Quran a
universal document whose use cannot be restriaddto a group or

tribe.

The Qur'an being the final message must contain itttomplete
messages of the previous books before it. This exatly what we
have in the Quran. It fills the gap in the otheessages and further
presented itself as a universal and all-embracoukb For example, the
Qur'an explains the essence of life, and how te happily in it. It also
gives picture of the vanity of the world and howpi@pare only for the
life hereafter.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 1

Explain the universal nature of the Qur'an.

3.1 The Quran and Science |

Science and modern inventions have come to agriewhat has been
revealed in the Qur'an several hundreds of yeaos a§good example
is the embryonic development. The Qur’an states:

“We created man from extract of clay. Then We made
him as a drop in a place of settlement, firmly dixeThen
We made the drop into an alagah (leech,pesnding
thing, and blood clot) then We made the alagah ato
mudghah (chew-like substance) .(Qur'an 23:12-14)

Modern scientists agreed that alagah mentionelderQur’'an accurately
described the embryo stage. Similarly, the scienteggreed with the
description of the mudghah stage of the child dgwalent. Questions
came up again as to how could Muhammad who wasr reegeientist
know these over hundreds of years ago? Thke of advanced
equipments and powerful microscopes to confitmat indeed the
embryo and its sac during the alagah stage isainmla blood clot, and
that the mudghah stage acquires the appearance abfewed-liked
substance and testimony to the scientific knowlemfgbe Qur’an.

According to lbrahim, as far as it is known in thistory of embryology,
little was known about the staging and classifaraf human embryos
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until the twentieth century. For this reason, diescription of the human
embryo in the Qur'an cannot be based on scienkifiowledge in the
seventh century. The only reasonable cormtusis that these
descriptions were revealed to Muhammad from God.célld not have
known such details because he was an unlettereduitiambsolutely no
scientific training.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 2

What is the teaching of Qur'an on human embryo?
3.3 Quran and Science Il

Modern scientists have just discovered that moosthave underlying
roots. These roots are deeply embedded in thendrdhus mountains
have a shape like a peg. The Quran many hundregears ago has
described this when it says:

“Have We not made the earth as a bed, &msl
mountains as pegs?{Quran 78:6-7)

According to the modern scientists, these rootsreach several times
their elevations above the surface of the groussh the most suitable
word to describe mountains on the basis of thisrmation is word
‘peqg’ since a properly set peg is hidden understméace of the ground.
The history of science tells us that the theorynountains having deep
roots was introduced only in the later half of tikeeteenth century.

Mountains play an important role in stabilizing tbeust of the earth.
They prevent the shaking of the earth. AccordingGmeologists; the
whole earth would have been unstable if not for mheuntains that
dotted it. The Qur’an further reveals:

“And He has set firm mountains in the earth so tihat
would not shake with you ...(Qur'an 16:15).

The question is this — could anyone during the tiofe Prophet
Muhammad have known of the true shape of the mms#a Could
anyone imagine that the solid massive mountain kvhie sees before
him actually extends deep into the earth and hast&@

The same exposition which Qur'an gave on the rélenountains was
also given on the origin of the entire universene Qur’an, many years
ago, revealed that the illuminating stars we seegitt were, just as was
the whole universe, in that ‘'smoke’ material. tétss:
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“Then He turned to the heaven when it was smoke.”
(Qur'an 41:11)

Because the earth and the phenomena around usasuttte sun, the
moon, stars, planets etc have been formed fromstmse ‘smoke’, we
can conclude that the earth and the heavens weremmected entity.
They, by the power of the Almighty, were formed ahén separated
from each other. Qur’an says:

“Have not those who disbelieve known thae th
heavens and the earth were one connected entdy, th
We separated them?{Qur’an 21:30)

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 3

Explain the Qur'anic references to the creatiothefuniverse.
3.3 Quran and Science Il

Still on science, the Qur'an mentioned that thereaibarrier between
two seas that meet and that they do not transgress.

“‘He has set forth the two seas meeting ttoge
There is a barrier between them. They do not
transgress.”(Qur'an 55:19-20)

Modern scientists have discovered that in the gladeere two different
seas meet, there is a barrier between them. Hnrgebdivides the two
seas so that each sea has its won temperaturellagsweensity. For
example, the Mediterranean Sea water is warm salintk less dense
compared to the Atlantic Ocean water.

When the Mediterranean Sea water meets enters thati& over the
Gibraltar still, moves several hundreds of kilometeto the Atlantic
water at a depth of about 1,000 meters with its wanm, saline and
less dense, the Mediterranean water stabilizekistdepth. Although
there are large waves, strong currents and tiddsese seas, they do not
mix or transgress this barrier.

When the Qur'an speaks about the divider betweeshfand salt water,
it mentions the existence of a “forbidding partitiowith the barrier
thus:

“He is the one who has set free two kinds of water,
one sweet and palatable, and the other saly
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bitter. And He has made between them a barrier and
a forbidding partition.” (Quran 25:53)

We may ask this question; why did the Qur'an mentibe partition
when speaking about the divider between fresh attdwsater, but did
not mention it when speaking about the divider leetwthe two seas?

Modern scientists explain that where fresh (swaat) salt water meet,
the situation is somewhat different from what isirfd in places where
two seas meets. It has been discovered that wkthgliishes fresh
water from salt water is a kind of ‘zone’ which haglifferent salinity
from the fresh water and the salt water.

This has just been discovered only recently, usithganced equipment
to measure temperature, salinity, density, oxygen elhe human eye
cannot see the difference between the two seasribat, rather the two
seas appear to us as one homogenous sea. Simtlalhuman eye
cannot see the division of water in a place ca#istliaries into three
kinds — Fresh Water, Salt Water and thetitRer. The Quran

mentioned these many hundred years ago while tientsts only

discovered them recently.

“It is He Who has Let the two bodies Of flowing &rat
One palatable and sweet, And the other salt antrbit
yet has He made a barrier between them, a partition
that is not to be passed(Q.25:53)

“He has let free the two seas meeting togetherwBen
them is a Barrier which they do not trarsgg.”
Q55:19-20)

Qur’an further describes deep sea thus:

“Or (the unbelievers’ state) is like the darkness a
deep sea. It is covered by waves, above hwhre
waves, above which are clouds. Darkness, one above
another. If a man stretches out his hand he caseet

it.” (Q24:40)

The above verse mentions the darkness found in deap and ocean,
where if man stretches out his hand, he cannottse€he darkness in
deep seas and oceans is found around a depth ah@@ds and below.
At this depth, there is no light and human beingsnot dire more than

40 meters without the aid of submarines or spegaipment. All these

Quranic expositions are no doubt beyond ttwmmprehension of

Muhammad, which further confirms that the messaghuine.
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SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 4

Explain the teachings of Qur'an on the creatioseds and oceans.

4.0 CONCLUSION

The essence of the revelation of the Qur'an isrtaden the knowledge
of man about the power and might of Allah through &teations. Even
though we cannot see Allah, the Quran has made appreciate Him

and accept Him as the all-powerful, all-knowinghrdugh the Qur’an,

several things unknown to man become clear and nwhgrs yet

unknown are all recorded in the holy book.

5.0 SUMMARY

In this unit, we have come across the various atipos of the Quran

as related to science. We have learnt in this that indeed science
rather than opposing the Qur'an, it has come tofigonseveral

statements from the book. No other book revealegrophets is as
scientific as the Qur'an and these have been exgdabriefly in this

unit.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

With various examples, explain the scientific comgeof the Qur’an.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

The correct practice of Islam is based on the prapderstanding of the
guidance of Islam, the interpretation of the Quriam vital tool toward

understanding the Quran. Thus, in this unit yodl v@arn about the
science of interpretation of the Qur'an knownTadsir (exegesis). All

matters concerning the Islamic way of life are @xtad to it in one way
or the other, and it is an important branch of kiealge in Islam.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

Identify the basic meanings ®&fsir
Understand the various typesTafsir
Discuss the role ofafsirin the life of a Muslim

3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1 Definition of Tafsir

Tafsir is derived from the Arabic verl-assara; i.e. ‘to explain’ or ‘to
expound’. In technical terms, it means explanatomterpretation and
commentary of the holy Quran.Tafsir comprises of all ways of
obtaining knowledge, which contributes to the propederstanding of
the Qur'an. Tafsir is that science of explanatdrine meanings of the
Qur’an so that the holy book could be understoedrty.
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The person who interprets or explains the Quran caled a
‘Mufassir’ (Pl. Mufassirur). This exegete or commentator is a very
important person in the Islamic circle in view betcentral roles of the
Qur’an to the day-to-day activities of the MuslimEafsiris very close
to, but not the same as the word ta’'wil. This woktived from the
Arabic root ‘awwala’ also means explanation ancknptetation of the
Quran. Ta'wil also refers to a clarification made verse or verses of
the Qur’an.

The difference between tafsir and ta'wil is thatilehafsir refers to
explanations of the outer (zahir) meanings of tha’&p, ta'wil is

considered to be the interpretations and explangataf the inner and
concealed meanings of the Qur'an. Some scholamsever, held that
there is no difference between tafsir and ta’wil.

The importance ofTafsir to the life of a Muslim lies in the fact that
Allah revealed the Quran as a guide and a booketdrence so that
man can continue to live within the limit set bylaki on various aspects
of life. However, without proper understandingtloése passages of the
Quran, man cannot adequately follow the guidancais is whyTafsir

is very important to every Muslim who seeks to ustind the words of
Allah.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 1

Define the ternTafsir.

3.2 Conditions for aMufassir

There are conditions which Mufassir, i.e. the commentator of the
Quran must meet before embarking on the study.ceSithe Qur’an
itself is a compendium of knowledge, its interprateust also possess
some qualities and qualifications so that he doet mislead the
Muslims. The one who undertakes to comment orQineéan must first
and foremost be well versed in the holy book. Iheotwords, he
himself must have mastered the Quran as a booguafance for the
Muslims.

A Mufassirmust be well grounded in the knowledge of Arabid #s
rules as a language. Since the Qur'an was reveahed written in
Arabic, the person to comment or explain it musted versed in the
language. Although Qur'an has been translated watous languages
of the world, the translation cannot be adequapgesentation of the
original source — Arabic. Thus, one basic quabtya Mufassiris the
working knowledge of Arabic language.
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In addition, a Mufassir must be well grounded in other sciences
associated with the study of the Qur’an such as &ar-riwaya’. This is
the practice of using Qur’an to interprete the @ur’ One can only do
this if he has a wide understanding of the &ur In doing so, a
Mufassir should avoid the use of mere opinion in the intetgtion of
the Qur’an.

A Mufassirmust have solid comprehension ability. An absemded
person cannot be a goddufassir In doing so, he should refer to the
reports of the Sahaba (companions of the prophetwell as the
generations after them (i.e. the tabi'un). A Msia must consult the
opinions of other eminent scholars on tafsir whd haitten in the past.
The hallmark of the duty of a Mufassir is that hasthread and consult
wide before making any major pronouncements onessof Islam
(Fatwa) which are the results of the interpretatiohthe Qur'an.

For example, while the Qur’anic injunctions on thteservance of daily
prayers is clear, the tafsir on the issue of faipinning or reproductive
issues in Islam may demand wide consultations leéromMufassir. The

same goes for the issue of inheritance of a dedeagh estates across
various continents and many currencies.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 2

Outline the qualities of a Mufassir.
3.3 Tafsir Bi-Riwaya

There are various types of tafsir, one of whichafsir bi-l-riwaya. This

type of tafsir means all explanations of the Qunamrch can be traced
back through a chain of transmission to a soundcsou As stated
above, tafsir is not a mere guess work or use @érpersonal opinions.
Rather, it must be the one that has authoritiestioér sound sources
which may include:

a. The Quran itself
b. The explanation of the Prophet Muhammad
C. The opinions of the companions of the Prophet.

In terms of ranking, the most authentic tafsir leé Qur’'an is that made
by the Qur’an itself. This is then followed by tegplanations made by
the Prophet. These two are the highest and thé amdsentic tafsir.

Next on the line of tafsir bi-riwaya are the ex@aons made by the

companions (Sahabah) of the prophet. This is becabhese
companions were witnesses to the revelations argt ofothem were

66



ISL111 INTRODUCTION TO QUR’AN

alive when the Qur'an was being revealed. Howeweraccept the
opinions of the Sahabah, the conditions governir@dith (traditions)
of the prophet must be taken into consideration.

An example of a Qur’anic verse explained by anotheéuran 5:2 by
Quran 5:4, concerning the permissible andhjirited meat for a
muslim. Another example is Qur'an 44:3 whielas explained by
Qur’an 97:1 the verses runs thus:

“We sent it down during a blessed nighfQ44:3)

A question may arise as to what was sent down. eXpéanation was
provided thus:

“We have indeed revealed it in the night of Laylatu
Qadr.” (Q97:1)

Another example of tafsir of Qur'an by Qur'an is r@m 2:37 which
was explained in Quran 7:23.

Example of the tafsir of the Qur'an by Prophet Muinagad was Qur’an
2:187,;

“And eat and drink until the white thread of dawn
appears to you distinct from its black thread.”

In a hadith narrated by Adi b. Hatim, the prophetsweported to have
explained that what Allah meant in that verse whe darkness of the
night and the whiteness of the day’.

As for the tafsir linked to the Sahabah of the Reipthe example of
Ibn. Abbas will be appropriate here. One day witthia midst of other
companions of the Prophet, a question was askéd @ explanation
of the Quranic verse“when comes help of Allah, and the
conquest...(Q110:1).

While other companions kept quite on the explamatibthe verse, Ibn.
Abbas explained that the verse refers to the ‘sigthe death of Allah’s
apostle which Allah informed him of’.

An example of the tafsir of the Qur'an by the tabhiwas Mujahid, who
belonged to the later generations of the companioos Makkah.

Questions arose on the explanation of fadtpenalty of an oath.
Should it be observed continuously or severally? jalid explained
that the fasts should be three days continuously nat severally.
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SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 3

Explain with examples the Tafsir bi-Riwaya.
3.4 Tafsir Bi-Ra'y

This is the second type of tafsir after the taligiriwaya. This kind of
interpretation and explanation of the Qur’an is based directly on the
transmission of knowledge by the companions olldtex generations of
the followers of the prophet but on the use of oeas

Tafsir bi-lI-ra’y does not mean explanation by mepeion, but deriving
opinion through ljtihad (i.e. intellectual efforteased on sound sources.
We should note that to use one’s individual reasfber the Qur'an and
the prophetic sources have been consulted was \agapiy the Prophet
himself while he was dispatching Muadh b. Jabalémen.

There are two types of tafsir bi-I-ra’y. These:are

a. Tafsir Mahmud (i.e. the praiseworthy) which is in agreement
with the sources of tafsir, the rules of Shariamg #éhe Arabic
language.

b. Tafsir Madhmum (blameworthy) which is done without proper
knowledge of the sources of tafsir, Shariah and Amabic
language. Such a tafsir is based on mere opiniah stould
therefore be rejected.

Many companions of the prophet refused teolie themselves in
giving explanations to the Qur'an when this scientdslam began to
evolve among the Muslims. Some scholars havethaidtafsir bil-ra’y
is not allowed since it cannot be traced bazkthie prophet or his
companions directly. However, majority of scholsay that this type of
tafsir is permissible provided it is based on sosorces.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 4

What do you understand by the term tafsir bil-ra’y?

3.5 Tafsir Bil-Ishara

This is the third type of tafsir recognized in rela This tafsir refers to
explanations of the Quran beyond its outeeanings. Those who
engage in this kind of tafsir concern themselve \wmeanings attached
to verses of the Quran which are not visible tyaare, but him whose
heart Allah has opened.
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This kind of tafsir is often found among the Syfisystics) whose main
concern is for ilm batin (hidden knowledge) in tela The Sufi masters
apart from their roles as trainers of souls onghth of one tarigah or
the other, also engage in the explanations of tbhea@ among their
followers.

For example, Shaykh Ahmad Tijani and Shaykh Abdiilg&ilani, who
were two leading Sufi matters were said to havenmamy occasions
engaged in the explanations and interpretationkeofQur'an. They had
even written many books on Islam and on tafsir.

It has been said that because tafsir bil-lsharsoisa matter of science
and scientific principles, which may be acquiredl dhen used as are
other branches of Islamic sciences. For this as@any scholars have
rejected this type of tafsir in view of the facatht is largely based on
mere opinion.

However, Ibn. Qayyim, one of the leading cdabs of tafsir was
reported to have said that the results achievedafsyr bil-Ishara are
permissible provided it satisfies the followings:

That there is no disagreement with the plain meaoirthe verse
being interpreted.

That it is a sound meaning in itself.

That in the wording, there is some inclination todgait.

That there are close connections between it angl#ie meaning

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 5

Explain the differences between thAafsir bil-Ishara and Tafsir bil-
Riwaya.

3.6 Tafsir Literature

Several books have been written by Muslim Schalar§afsir. Various
opinions were given as to which of these bookéésdldest. Some say
the oldest text available to us was by Ibn JarTatbari (d. 68/687),
while others held the view that the works of ZaidAb (d. 122/740) and
Mujahid, the famous tabi’'un of prophet Muhammad (d. 102)ARere
the oldest. Yet, some scholars held that the blfafsir work was by
al-Tabari.

What is important is that through ages, there H@an books on Tafsir,
each giving opinions that reflect their period amappenings around
them. For instance, thEafsir work of lbn. Jarir al-Tabari was famous
and voluminous based on the clas3 afsir bil-Riwaya
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Other well known books of tafsir are:

Tafsir al-Samarqgandi by Abu Laith al-Samargandi3d3/983).
It was titled: Bahr al Ulum.

Tafsir al-Tha’labi by Ahmad bin Ibrahim al-Tha’labl-Nisaburi
(d. 383/993). It was titled: Al-Kashf wal-Bayan ‘Tiafsir al-
Quran’.

Tafsir al-Baghiri, by Hassan bin Mas’'ud al-Baguli 610/1116).
It was titled: Ma’alim al-Tanzil,

Tafsir Ibn. Kathir by Ismail bin ‘Anur bn. Kathid-®imashqi (d.
774/1372). It was titled: Tafsir al-Qur'an al-Azim

Tafsir al-Suyuti by Jalal al-Din al-Suyuti (d. 91505). It was
titled: al-Durr al-Manthur Fil-Tafsir bi-I-Ma’athur

There are many other books of Tafsir. They inclimtese in the class of
tafsir bi-l-ray’ such as:

Al-Kashshaf by Abu'l Qasim Mahmmud Ibn. Umar al-
Zamaskshari (d. 539/1114)

Mafatih al-Ghaybby Muhammad bin Amir al-Hussain al-Razi
(d. 606/1209)

Anwar al-Tanzil by ‘Abd Allah bin Umar al-Bardhawi (d.
685/1286)

Ruh al-Ma’ani by Shihab al-Din Muhammad al-Alusi al-
Baghdadi (d. 669/1270)

Tafsir al-Jalalaynby Jalalud-Din al-Mabhalli (d. 864/1459) and
Jalal al-Din al-Suyuti (d. 911/1505)

Fi Zilalul Qur'an by Sayid Qutb (d. 1386/1966)

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 6

Comment briefly on Tafsir literature.

4.0 CONCLUSION

One Islamic science to which every Muslim is spalty attached is the
study of interpretations of the Qur'an knowntassir al-Qur'an. Every
Muslim learns about the Quran everyday whitew issues are
addressed as they occur, based on the proper tamttiregy of the holy

book of Islam. Tafsir is that important Islamiciece for the proper
understanding of the Qur’an.

5.0 SUMMARY
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We have explained in this unit the definitions afistr, the various types
and other position among Muslims. In addition, mave learnt about

the characteristics aufassir which makes the duty of tafsir a
specialized one among the Muslims. We have atdedisome Tafsir

literature which have been published.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

Explain the role of Tafsir in the understandinglod Qur'an.
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1.0INTRODUCTION

Having studied the contents of the Qur'an as a holyk and a guide for
the Muslims, you will in this course learn aboutmsoof the views of
non-Muslims about the Qur'an. The non-Muslims agdvers in faiths
other than that preached by Prophet Muhammad akiegd in the
Kalimatul Shahadah. To know some of these viewsgessary in order
to understand their views about Islam, especiallyai multi-religion
society like Nigeria.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
At the end of this course, you should be able to:

Understand who are the Ahlul-Kitab (people of treB).
Explain some misgivings and misrepresentations of'a@p by
non-Muslims.

Appreciate the true position of Islam on Muslim arwh-Muslim
relationship.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 The People of the Book (Ahlul-Kitab)
The term ‘People of the Book’, i.e. Ahlul Kitabasphrase in the Qur'an

interpreted by people of various callings. It ebble found in Qur'an
5:68, 3:65, 3:72, 4:153, 4:71 e.t.c . In view o# thvailability of the
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Qur'an in many translations, many of its versesrargnterpreted. For
instance, the following verses are typical examples

“Say: O people of the Book! you have no ground to
stand unless you stand fast by the law (Taurat) a
the Gospel (Injil), and all the revelationtbat has
come to you from your Lord.{Qur’an 5:68).

“O ye people of the Book! Why do you dispute about
Abraham, when the law and the Gospel were not
revealed till after him? Have ye no understanding?”

(Q3: 65)

“O ye people of the Book! Why do you clothe truth
with falsehood, and conceal the truth, while yeehav
knowledge?” (Q3: 71).

According to some Christians, the term people ef Book refers not
just to the Jews and Christians but to the Musliass well. Such
Christians even quote Qur'an 5:68 as implying tWatslims should
believe in the Bible.

However, it should be clear that the phrase is naged in the Qur’an
to refer to the Muslims. The use of the term asdcdntext makes this
clear. The term refers to the Jews and Christasngarlier believers in a
revealed religion. Muslims are referred to in ther'@ as Muslims or

‘those who believe’ but never ahlul Kitab.

We should note that the term, while often usedfuth the Jews and the
Christians (as in Q3: 65) is sometimes used spatlji for Jews as in
Qur'an 3:72 Qur'an 3:64 and 4:17.

The people of the Book were invited to believe mghet Muhammad
and the Qur'an as in Qur'an 3:10, 5:65. They wetd that the Qur'an
is an embodimentdsdig of the promises made in their scriptures with
regard to the coming of Muhammad.

Some Christians quote Qur’an 3:62 and Qur'an 5:68re Allah says:

“Those who believe in the Quran and thosko
follow the Jewish scripture, and the Christians and
the sabians, and any who believe in God and the las
day, and work righteousness shall have their relvar
with their Lord; and on them shall be no fear, nor
shall they grieve.”(Qur’an 2:62)".
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The above passage occurs in the Qur'an severas tameé only shows a
breath of vision unparalleled in any other faithefe is difference in the
situation of the people of the Book according tcethler or not message
of Islam has reached them. Because of the distorib the earlier
scriptures, the beliefs of the people of the boaekehalso become
distorted from the pure teachings of their prophetgshe Qur'an, God's
message has been completed and preserved for pefoaletimes and
places.

Consequently, Muslims are told to call all peopletite way of Islam

(Qur'an 16:125) and it is expected that many pipasple of the book

will recognize the truth of Islam and embracentded, many Jews and
Christians, past and present, have accepted Istaham e still accepting

and practicing Islam.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 1
Explain the term ‘Ahlul-Kitab’.
3.2 Qur'an Confirming Earlier Revelations

The Qur'an never mentioned the word ‘Bible’ andwitere in the Bible

does it refer to itself as HOLY BIBLE. However, tigur'an confirms

previous revelations through references to thd, [Mpurat, Zabur, and
the scrolls of Abraham (suhuf Ibrahim). Let usraxse some of these
revelations:

a. Injeel:

The word Injil in the Qur'an refers to the revetatimade by God to
Jesus. It is, in other words, the original Gosgdelesus. The Injil, just
like the other revelations was meant for a paricybeople and a
particular time and so has not survived the passédane in its pure
original form. This is even evident from statemenade about the
Bible by Christian scholars in the prefaces andbthictions to modern
versions of the Bible such as Revised StandardidMerdlew Testament
Version, New English Bible, Living Bible e.t.c.

Today, we have what remains of the Gospebm@ing to Mathew,
Mark, Luke and John, which could containsbdr portions of the
original Injil of Jesus Christ.

b. Taurat

This is also known as Torah, the book of Mosess fevelation by God

to Prophet Musa (Moses), and this is acknowledgetbslims as an
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article of faith. Some non-Muslims have attributbd Qur'an to be an
offshoot of this book. This is not true, and frtime contents of the book
from the Qur'an.

In addition, we should note that the first five ke®f the Old Testament
(i.,e. Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and Deuatamy) which
some Christians attribute entirely to Moses as foaae not considered
by Muslims to be so. This is because it can clebdyseen from these
books of the Old Testament that a lot of matena#s written about
Moses from hearsay in the third person singulafine”.

For example in Deuteronomy 34:5-12, it says:and Moses was a
hundred and twenty years old when he diedcotild Moses have
written about his own death in the past tense rfiog.a prophecy) and in
the third person singular?.

The fact is that the Taurat, just like other eantevelations, was meant
for a particular people and time in its pure anidinal form. Therefore,

Muslims can say that some aspects of the five badkdoses are

acceptable. These are those that are confirmetld@tr'an and which

retains their original form.

b. Zabur:

Zabur is the book revealed by God to Prophet Dddalvid) for the
guidance of his people. There is no evidence thlahs been preserved
till date. This book has often been equated orsteded as “The Psalms”
which were traditionally attributed to Davithowever, recent study
casts doubt on their authorship.

For instance, the International Bible Version of Bible says (in “Plan
of the Bible Pg.13):

“Psalms — Here are sacred songs, poems and prayers
which originated in Israel’'s worship and her
experience with God. They are traditionally asstaiia
with David but reflect centuries of individual and
corporate responses to God.”

In other words, they were written by a number cknown people over
a period of centuries. They cannot therefore bentified as Zabur.
Some of the descriptions given in Psalms such a8 hen the Lord
awoke as from sleep, as a man awakes from therstdipgine” cannot
be regarded as revelation from God. To Muslims,y tls®und
blasphemous.
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From the above, it should be clear that wheneweCtar'an refers to the
Injil, Taurat, Zabur or “earlier revelations”, & not referring to what is
today called the Bible. The use of suchsesrin the Quran by
Christians in an attempt to prove the authentioityhe whole Bible is

therefore only a sign of ignorance of the Qur’an.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 2

Explain with examples the Quranic confirmation gifrevious
revelations.

3.3 Muslims Believe in Earlier Revelations

Some non-Muslims quote Quran 10:94-95 to say tRabphet
Muhammad was advised by God to ask the Jews andsti@hs
concerning the authenticity of the Qur'an becaulse Bible was more
authentic. We render here the full passage:

“And so, (0 man) if you are in doubt about (thetlru

of what we have bestowed upon from high, ask those
who read the divine writ (revealed) before yourdim
and you will surely find that the truth has comé&oin
you from sustainer. Be not, them., among the dosibte
and neither be among those who are bent on giving
the lie to God's messages, lest you findirgef
among the lost.”

Some of the commentators on the above verse magctdhat verses 94
and 95 were addressed to the Prophet Muhammad.aBkismption is
not only incorrect, it is obvious that God’s chogenphet was never in
danger of either doubting or denying the truth.

According to a Quranic Commentator, Ar-Razi, thbse verses were
addressed to man in general. This interpogtatmakes it clear
moreover, that the above passage is closely coethexith verses 57
and 58, which speak of the guidance given to mahkhrough the
ultimate divine writ, the Qur’an.

Some even quote verses such as Qur'an 41:136; ;221836 and say
that Muslims are required to believe in the Bilfler example:

“O ye who believe! Believe in God, His Apostle, dhd

scripture, which He has sent to His apostle, mihd t
scriptures which He has sent before hi(@ur’an 4: 136).
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We should note that what is meant in these vessbslief in the fact of
earlier revelation, and not in the earlier reveaedptures themselves in
their present form, which is repeatedly statedhim Qur'an. A Muslim
in principle should believe that there were reved®oks before the
Quran whatever happens to those revealed booKkadimg revisions,
amendments are not covered by this provision.

3.4 Qur’anic Views on Jesus Christ

Some non-Muslims quote Quran 2: 87 and 2. 253dp that Jesus
Christ was unique in the sense that he was “thg on&” inspired or
strengthened by the Holy Spirit. Some also quatsdhverses to say that
Muslims believe in the same concept of the HolyriSpis Christians.
For example in Q 2: 87 Allah says:

“We give Jesus the son of Mary clear sigasd
strengthened him with the Holy Sprit.”

You should note that the Arabic word translatedehes Holy Spirit is
ruh-al-quduswhich is also translated as the ‘Spirit of holingsgssine
inspiration’, or ‘Holy inspiration’. This word recs in the Quran in
areas such as Quran 16: 2, 40: 12, 42: 52, 97c.Beit you should also
note that Qur'an 58:22 speaks of all believers @adgstrengthened by
inspiration (uh) from Him, and it is not peculiar to Jesus.

Other Quranic commentators interpret the teuh al-qudusto mean
Angel Jibril who brought this revelation or insgicen from Allah. It is
therefore an issue of interpretation based on diméegt of the Qur'an in
which the term is used.

Some quote Qur'an 21: 91 where Allah says aboutyMiwe mother of
Jesus)‘We breathed into her of our Spirit"and say that this is the
evidence that Jesus was the most special of beitigabit signifies that
he (Jesus) was part of God as in the concept aftyri

The fact you should known is that the statemengrsefo creation of
man in general as being from “My Spirit”. For insta Qur'an 15: 29,
and 38:72 -“Then | formed him (man). ...And breathed into him my
Spirit”. And in Quran 32:9‘and thereupon He forms him fully and
breathes into him of His Spitit

Furthermore, some quote Qur'an 3:183 where Allals t€rophet
Muhammad to say to the Jew$here came to you messengers before
me, with clear signs and even with what you askvdry then did you
kill them if you say the truth?and from this use it as a support that
Jesus was killed.

77



ISL111 INTRODUCTION TO QUR’AN

However, at the end of the Quran 2:87, it was meléar that not all
the messengers were killed. The Jews killed manyphefProphets sent
to them, as mentioned in the Bible (Matt 23:37}, there is no place in
the Qur'an that indicates that Jesus was amongethoed. On the
contrary, Qur'an 4:157-158 states that they didkibtim nor did they
crucify him, but it was made to appear to themd@aps The same goes
for the issue of rising from dead, which Islam dat support.

The Muslims’ belief in Jesus, like all other Profsheas that he was a
God’s messenger, he was called to prophethoodeohasaccomplish a
mission of inviting people to the way of God. Jesas far as Islam is
concerned has fulfilled that mission of preachihg tmessage to his
people. He is not God, and neither is he part af.Go

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 4
Explain the belief of Muslims on Jesus Christ.

4.0 CONCLUSION

The position of the Qur'an on the personality cfukeis very clear. And
since the Qur'an was the last of the revealed bookscan hold that its
message must have taken into consideration evewtgpeople of the
past. Although Muslims believe in all the revealedoks, the later
distortions that have crept into these books havelered them faulty,
hence the Qur'an remained the only incorruptibleadulterated book
for the guidance of man.

5.0 SUMMARY

You have learnt in this course the positions ofartsl on the
misinterpretations and misgivings of non-Muslimsoaibthe Qur’an.
You now know who ‘The people of the Bookite, the Qur’an

confirming earlier revelations, The Belief of Musliin the earlier
scriptures as well as the Muslims’ view of Jesusisth

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

Discuss with examples four views of the non-Muslabsut the Qur’'an.
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3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 Quranis not Poetry

The European Orientalist and the opponents of Muhadh have
described some passages of the Qur'an as more fbati others. This
was why he was even accused of being a soothsBHyerQur’an itself
refutes this thus:

“It is not the word of a poet; little it is you bele!
Nor is it the word of a soothsayer; little admooitiit

IS you receive. This is a message sent down frem th
lord of the worlds.” (Qur'an 69:40-43).

The accusations against Muhammad refuted in theealpassage are
based on the usage of a particular style, emplayalde Qur’an, which
is said to be like a rhymed prose or somethingectost.

A rhymed Prose is a literary form with some emphasi rhythm and
rhyme but distinct from poetry. It is not as sopibated as poetry but
has been employed by Arab poets, and it is the lesivn of the pre-
Islam Arab literary works.

Such passages of the Quran such as Suratul lldiaseen by some
people as a poem. They look at such end rhymeueoAtabic text:
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sel dl 90
JJ

>pPu0
JI

g8 pdy Sl
e
Sellodd o) uds
AU

There are wide differences between the Englishalitge and the Arabic
Quran. Ibn Khaldun (d.809 H / 1406), the wellokvm author of the
Mugaddina, pointed out in a passage on literature of thabérthe
difference between literature and the Qur'an inegahand between
rhyme poem and Qur’an in particular.

He gave example of Suratu Ikhlas quoted abovehsia rhyme ending
with the syllable ad.

Qul Huwallahu ahad

Allahu Samad

Lam Yalid Wa Lam Yulad
WalamYakun Lahu Kufwan ahad

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 1

The Qur’an is not a poem. Discuss.

3.2 Stories in the Quran

The Qur’an contains many narratives @gasr gigs). It states:

“We do relate to thee most beautiful of storiesthat
We reveal to thee this (potion) of the @ar'...”

(Q 12:3)

These stories, which illustrate and underline ingoar aspect of the
Quranic message, fulfill their functions in a véyieof ways. The
following are some of the messages of storieserQhr’'an:

Explanation of the general oneness of Islam.

Reminder of the earlier Prophets, their people d@hdir struggle.
Providing some arguments against some non-Muslinkslaam such
as Jews and Christians.

General guidance and Reminder to the Muslims.

Indication for the continuity and truth of Muhamn®dessage.
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Strengthening the conviction of the Prophet andoilevers.
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In the style of the Qur'an, these stories can Bérgjuished between the

following three kinds:

a. References to events that took place during ttegirdie of the
Prophet Muhammad, such as the battle of Badr (Qu843), the
battle of Uhd (Quran 3:121-128), the battle of Abz(Qur'an
33:9-27) and the Iar (ascension of Prophet Muhammad) in
Qur'an 17:1.

b. Stories of the Prophets of Allah, their peoplejrtheessage, their
call, their persecution e.t.c, such as the stooedNuh (Q26),
Musa (Q28), Yusuf (Q12) and many others.

C. Other Qur’anic narratives about past people or esyesuch as the
stories about the companions of the cave (Suratei®)

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 2

Explain the place of stories in the understandiindpe Qur’an.
3.3 Similes and Parables in the Quran

Another significant style prominent in the Qur'anthe use of similes
known asamthal (Sing. Mithl) in many passages. Thesenthal are
employed to explain certain truths or to drive hameortant points of
the message, by likening it to something well knawmlescribing it in a
particular manner.

The amthal in the Qur'an are also scientific in nature as Aldraws
attention of man to the phenomena around him. Apdeek at such
expressions in the Qur'an enriched one’s Kadge of the world.
Again, theamthalis a further confirmation that Muhammad could not
have sat down somewhere and put those words togethey are
superhuman statements. Few examples here wouldesuff

“‘He sends down water from the skies, ané th
channels flow, each according to its measure: Bet t
torrent bears away the foam that mounts up to the
surface. Even so, from that (ore) which they heat
the fire, to make ornaments or utensils therewitbre

iIs scum likewise.Thus doth God (by parable) show
forth the Truth and falsehood. For the scum
disappears like forth cast out; While that whichfas

the good of mankind remains on the earth. Thus doth
God set forth parables.[Qur'an 13:17)
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This verse is full of parable. Here God is explagnio man His power
to send rain to all, both believers and non-beleveWe can see how
the rivers flow in different channels according tioeir capacities.
Through the rain, Allah shows mercy, knowledge,deim and guidance
to man.

All human beings receive it. In the physical wondater is pure and
beneficial. But forth and scum will gather accogito local conditions.

The message here is that the forth may nwmkgreat show on the
surface, but it will not last. So will there be thg knowledge, which
will disappear, but Allah’s Truth will remain foifé.

“Allah set forth parable (of two men); one a slave
under the domination of another. He has no power of
any sort: And (the other) man on whom we have
bestowed goodly favours from ourselves. Amd h
spends thereof (freely), privately and publiclye Ahe
two equal? (By no means):. praise be to Allah. But
most of them understood not.

Allah set forth (another) parable of two men; orfe o

them dumb, with no power of any sort; a wearisome
burden is he to his master; whichever may he direct
him, he brings no good. Is such a man equal wit on

who commands justice, and is on a straight way?”
(Qur'an 16:75-76).

The first parable is of two men, one of whom islave completely
under the domination of another, with no posvof any sort, and
another a free man, who is gifted in many ways, sndenerous in
giving out of his wealth both privately and pubjicl

While the first man represents the imaginary godisciv men set-up
whether power or nature, which have no independeistence, the
second describes in a faint way the position o&lAllself-subsistent, to
whom belongs the dominion of all that is in heaae earth, and Who
bestows freely of His gifts on all His creatures.

In the second parable, one man is dumb, he canpt#ie anything, and
is certainly doing nothing; such are idols wheretalas false gods. The
other man is in a position to command, and he comai@@ what is just
and righteous. Such are the qualities of Allah.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 4
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Explain with examples the similes and parablefie@ur’an.

3.4 Oaths Agsam) in the Quran

In a number of passages in the Quran, Allah emptath-like
expressions. These are known in Arabicagsam(Sign gasam Their
function is to strengthen and support anuemgnt, and to disperse
doubts in the minds of the listener. In the Araleixts, these passage are

often opened by the wordwa (9) or the phase'la ugsim)’ e
wdlJ)) which literally means ‘Indeed | swear’.

Some may ask why Allah needs to swear to an odfibrdenaking a
statement or an injunction? The response to thtkas the Arabs who
were the first recipient of the Qur’an usually agpate an oath as a way
of emphasizing a matter. So most Makkawarhave thesagsam

It is also a way of Allah’s justification to punishan if, after the oath as
an emphatic statement, yet man did not heed Hislsydhen the wrath
and heavy punishment of Allah can be meted on I8ometimes an
oath is taken by Allah Himself:

“But no, by the Lord, they can have no real faititil
they make three a judge in all disputes betweem the
and find in their souls no resistance against thy
decision but accept them with fullest conviction.”
(Qur'an 4:65).

Other oaths are taken by Allah’s creation:

“By the sum, and his (glorious) splendour, kiye
moon as she follows him, by the day as it shows up
(the sum’s) glory, by the night as it concealdyt,the
firmament and its (wonderful) structure, by thetbar
and its (wide) expanse, by the soul and the proport
and order given to it."(Quran 91:1-7)

The oath taking in Islam is a very fundamental esfDath should only
be taken by the name of Allah, the creator, butto@mnything created. It
is shirk (disbelieve) in Islam for a man to take an oath veitty other

deity besides Allah who alone should be called iisess. This is one of
the differences between a Muslim and non-Muslim.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 4

Highlight the Qur’anic stand on oath taking.
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3.5 Abbreviated Letters in the Qur'an

The so-called ‘abbreviated letters’ are an impdr&action of what is
known asMutashabihati.e. what is cut. It is another regular feature i
the Qur'an. A glance through the chapters of the’@uwould show
that some begin with Arabic alphabets, two, thoeemore.

In technical languageMutashabihatis used for certain letters found at
the beginning of severauwar of the Qur'an, called the abbreviated
letters’. To some, these letters could just bestigke of the Quran but
indeed this forms an important topic under thersmeof Qur’an.

As for the frequency of these letters, there anertémn such letters
occurring in various combinations at the beginnofg29 suwar The
following is a list of their occurrence and distrilon in the Qur’an:

- Chapters 10, 11, 12, 14, (%) Alif Lam Rah
- Alif Lam Mim ( odl )Chapters 2, 3, 29, 30

- Alif lam Mim Ra (,0J)) chapters 13, 31, 32,
- Alif Lam Mim sad _o,J) ) — chapters 7

- Ha Mim (og) — chapters 40,41,43,44,45,46.
- Sad (Lo ) -chapters 38

- Ta Sin (uwb ) — chapters 27

- Ta Sin Mim (pysk) — chapters 26, 28

- Ta Ha (ob ) — chapters 20

- Qaf ( 9 ) — Chapters 50

- Qaf ya aim sad (o¢sd )- chapters 19

- Nun — (U ) — chapter 68

- Ya sin — (ws ) — chapters 36.

The meaning and purpose of these letters are amteHowever, some
scholars offered some explanations regardingir t meanings and
imports. Some held the view that these lettershinige abbreviations
for certain sentences and words, such as for exampl Lam Mim

meaning Allahu A’lam(eJg| JI) or Nur meaning (light) etc.
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Other scholars are of the view that these lettexnat abbreviations but
symbols and names of Allah, or something else. Sewan held the
view that these alphabets have some numerical fisignce, as the
semantic letters have numerical value. Another groiuscholars are of
the view that these letters were used toadt the attention of the
Prophet (and later his audience) for the revelatdiollow.

One significance of these alphabets is that theg #followed
immediately by a verse that talks about the Quraiich again
emphasizes that the alphabets are symbols of iheainature and style
of the Qur'an..

What you should know is that the meaning of theetstare known to

Allah alone and only He can explain them better exegn the Prophet.

The Quran says of these lettets. these are the symbols of the
perspicuous book.{Qur'an 12:1).

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 5
Explain theMutashabihain the Qur’an.
4.0 CONCLUSION

The literary style of the Qur'an makes it a spetiabk that has to be
read, not only with the tongue and voice and elyaswith the best light
that our intellect can offer. This is the best wae can appreciate the
pre-eminent position of the book in the life of audflm. An ordinary
eye cannot comprehend and grasp the depth of kdgeland wisdom
of the book, hence the need to carefully studynd put its contents to
practical use.

5.0 SUMMARY

You have learnt in this course the various stylesfarms of the Qur'an

such as its poetic and prose-like nature; the featof the book; the

similes and parables as well as the sigmite of the abbreviated
letters. These features make the Qur'an an exc¢altsrument that could

stand the test of time. No wonder in spite of maopdred years of its
revelation, it has retained its originality till téa

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

Write a detailed account on the literary style &ordhs of the Qur'an.
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