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INTRODUCTION
You are welcome to ISL 272: The ‘Abdid Caliphate. This is a two-credit
unit for part 2 students in Islamic Studies. Theeanals have been developed
to expose you into the history of the ‘Adsid Caliphate. This course guide
gives you an overview of the course. It also presigiou with information on
the Organization and requirements of the course.

Course Aims
The aims of this course are to help you to leanuabne of the important
periods in the history of Islam with particular éscon the roles of the

founding fathers in the establishment and conswtidaf the empire, the
effect of the empire on the development or othexwilsislam and the
collapse of the empire.

Course Objectives
To achieve the aims set out above, ISL 272 hasathahjectives for the
course as a whole. These are not the same wigp#wfic objectives which
are at the beginning of each unit and upon whichgmre advised to read
before you start working through the unit. You magnt to refer to them
during your study of the unit to check your progtes
Presented below are the wider objectives of theseouBy meeting these
objectives, you regard yourself as having met thres @f the course. On
successful completion of the course, you shouldldbe to:
(a) Give the background to the emergence of thédsid Caliphate. (b)
Know about the history of the founding fathergitladministrative
policies, achievements and their weaknesses.
(c) Appraise the golden era of the ‘Adsid Caliphate as well as its era of
decline and eventual downfall.
(d) Discuss the factors that led to the rise ofyp#ynasties both in the
western and the eastern parts by the empire
(e) Identify the factors that led to the collap$éhe 'Abbasid Caliphate.

Working Through This Course
To complete the course, you are required to readtilndy units and other
related materials. You will also need to undertalatical exercises for
which you need a pen, a notebook, and other mit¢hiat will be listed in
this guide. The exercises are to aid you in undedshg the concepts being
presented. At the end of each unit, you will beuresgl to submit written
assignments for assessment purposes. At the ¢hd oburse, you will write a
final examination.
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Course Materials
The major materials you will need for this course a
Course Guide
Study Units
Assignment file
Relevant textbooks including the ones listed umdeh unit.

Study Units
There are 14 units (of three modules) in this caufsey are listed below:

Module 1: ‘Abbasid Caliphate: The Early Period(1)

Unitl: Background to the Emergence of the 'Abb&3adiphate Unit2:
The Rebellion and the Areas Covered By the Emerginigasid Empire
Unit3: The Rise of Abl-‘Abbas as-Saffah to Power and the Roles of the
Barmacides
Unit4: Aba-Ja’far Al-Mangir: Ascension, Achievements and Weaknesses
Unit5: Al-Mahdi and Al-Hadi in the History of thebbasid Caliphate

Module 2: ‘Abbasid Caliphate: The Early Period(2)

Unit 1: Haran Al-Rashd
Unit 2: Al-Amin and al-Ma’nin the Great
Unit 3: Caliph al-Ma’nain in Baghdad
Unit 4: al-Mu’'tasim, and al-Watil in the History of the Caliphate

Module 3 The Decline and Fall Of ‘Ablasid Caliphate

Unit 1: Caliphs at Samarra: Al-Mutawakkil and His Successors
Unit 2: Petty Dynasties in the West
Unit 3: Petty Dynasties in the East
Unit 4: The Seljuk Turks and TheAssassins
Unit 5: The Collapse of The ‘Abkasid Empire

Textbooks andReferences
Certain books have been recommended in the coYiesemay which to

purchase them for further reading. Assignment ronasgubmitted to your
tutor for formal assessment in accordance withddgelline.



Assessment File

An assessment File and a Marking Scheme will beenaadilable to you. In
the assessment file, you will find details of therké you must submit to your
tutor for marking. There are two aspects of thesssent of this course; the
tutor marked and the written examination. The mgdes obtain in these two
areas will make up your final marks. The assignmeundt be
submitted to your tutor for formal assessment coatance with the deadline
stated in the presentation schedule and the assesfla. The work you
submit to your tutor for assessment will count36#6 of your total score.

Tutor Marked Assignments(TM As)

You will have to submit a specified number of tHdAs. Every unit in this
course has a tutor marked assignment. You willdsessed on four of them
but the best three performances from the TMAs lvalused for your 30%
grading. When you have completed each assignnmamd, istogether with a
Tutor Marked Assignment form to your tutor. Makeesaach assignment
reaches your tutor on or before the deadline fonsssions. If for any
reason, you cannot complete your work on time,axntour tutor for a
discussion on the possibility of an extension. Bsikens will not be granted

after the due date unless under exceptional cirtamoss.

Final Examination and Grading

The final examination will be a test of three houxl areas of the course will
be examined. Find time to read the unit all ovdolwyour examination. The
final examination will attract 70% of the total ¢ea grade. The examination
will consist of questions, which reflect the kinafsself- assessment exercises
and tutor marked assignment you have previouslg@mered and all aspects
of the course will be assessed. You should usgrtieebetween completing
the last unit, and taking the examination to revise
the entire course.

Course Marking Scheme

The following table lays out how the actual coursgk allocation is broken

down.
Assessment Marks
Assignments ( best three assignments out of foukedd | =30%
Final Examination =70%
Total 100%




PresentationSchedule
The date for submission of all assignments wiltbemunicated to you.
You will also be told the date of completing thedst units and date for
examination.

Course Overview and Presentation Schedule

Unit Title of Work Weeks
Activity

CourseGuide




Module 1 Abbasid Caliphate: The Early Period (1)

1 Backgrouwnd to the Emergenc of the Week 1 | Assicnment 1
‘Abbasid Caliphate

2 The Rebelionanc the Areas Coverec By the | Week 2 | Assichment 2
Emerging ‘Ablasid Caliphate

3 The Rise of All-‘Abb as as-Saffah t€ower | Week 3 | Assignment 3
and the Roles of thBarmecides

4 Abu-Jafar Al-Mansir: Ascensicn, Week 4 | Assicnment 4
Achievements anWeaknesses

5 Al-Mahdiand Al-Hadi in the History of the Week 5 | Assicnment5
‘Abbasid Caliphate

Module 2  ‘Abbasid Caliphate: The Early Period (2)

1 Hartn Al-Rashd Week 6 | Assicnment 1
2 Al-Amin and al-Ma’'minthe Grea Week 7 | Assicnment 2
3 Al-Ma’ minin Baghdad Week 8 | Assicnment 3
4 Al-Mu’tasim, anc al-Wathiq in the History of | Week 9 | Assicnment4
theCaliphate
Module 3 The Decline and Fall of ‘Ab basid Caliphate
1 Caliphsat Samarra Al-Mutawalkil anc His | Week 10 | Assichment 1
Successors
2 Pety Dynastiesin the West Week 11 | Assichment 2
3 Petty Dynasties in the East Week 12| Assignment 3
4 The Seljuk Turks and The Assassins Week 13 | Assichment 4
5 The Collapse of The * Abbasid Empire Week 14 | Assicnment5
Revision Week 15
Examination Week 16

How to Get the Most from ThisCourse

In distance learning, the study units replace theaussity lecture. This is one
of the great advantages of distance learning. ¥ouread and work through
specially designed study materials at your own paceé at a time and place
that suit you best. Think of it as reading thedeetinstead of listening to the
lecture. In the same way, a lecturer might give some reading to do. The
study units tell you where to read, and which areryext materials or set
books. You are provided with exercises to do at@mpate points, just as a
lecturer might give you an in-class exercise. Eatdie study units follows a
common format. The first item is introduction t@ tbubject matters of the
units, and how a particular unit is integrated witlé other units and the
course as a whole. Next to this is a set of legroinectives. These learning
objectives are meant to guide your study. The mamemit is finished, you
must go back and check whether you have achiewedhbjectives. If this is
made a habit, then you will significantly improvewy chances of passing the
course. The main body of the unit guides you thhoilng required reading
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from other sources. This will usually be eithemfrgour set books or from

reading section. The following is the practicaastgy for working through

the course. If you run into any trouble, telephgoer tutor. Remember that

your tutor's job is to help you. When you needsdasce, do not hesitate to
call and ask your tutor to provide it.

1. Read this Course Guide thoroughly, it is yosigrsment.

2. Organize a Study Schedule. Design a 'Coursevigve to guide you
through the course. Note the time you are expeittespend on each
unit and how the assignments relate to the uniteatéer method you

choose to use, you should decide on and write um gavn dates and
Schedule of work for each unit.

3. Once you have created your own schedule, dotiwmeg to stay
faithful to it. The major reason why students faithat they get behind
with their coursework. If you run into difficultiesith your Schedule,

please let your tutor know before it is too latdédp.

4. Turn to unit 1, and read the introduction areldbjectives for the unit.

5.  Assemble the study materials. You will need ytext books and the

unit you are studying at any point in time. As yoork though the
unit, you will know what sources to consult forther information.
6. Keep in touch with your study centre. Up-to-dadarse information
will be continuously available there.
7.  Well before the relevant due date (about 4 wéeksre due dates),
keep in mind that you will learn a lot by doing th&signments
carefully. They have been designed to help you tieebbjectives of
the course and therefore, will help you pass tlzengxation. Submit
all assignments not later than the due date.
8. Review the objectives for each study unit toficonthat you have
achieved them. If you feel unsecured about anji@bbjectives,
review the study materials or consult your tutor.

9. When you are confident that you have achieveditts objectives, you

can start on the next unit. Proceed unit by umdgugh the course and
try to pace your study so that you can keep yolfiloseschedule.

10. When you have submitted an assignment to ydar tor marking, do

not wait for its return before starting on the nemit. Keep to your
Schedule. When the assignment is returned, paiplart attention to
your tutors' comments, both on the tutor-markecyassgent form and
also the written comment on the ordinary assignment
11. After completing the last unit, review the cgaiand prepare yourself
for the final examination. Check that you have aeld the unit
objectives (listed at the beginning of each umt} ¢he course
objectives (listed in the course guide).



Tutors and Tutorials
Information relating to the tutorials will be proad at the appropriate time.
Your tutor will mark and comment on your assignmsekeep a close watch
on your progress and on any difficulties you mightounter and provide
assistance to you during the course. You mustttake-marked assignments
to the study centre well before the due date gtlavo working days are
required). They will be marked by your tutor antlreed to you as soon as
possible.
Do not hesitate to contact your tutor if you neetpbhContact your tutor if:
You do not understand any part of the study unith® assigned
readings
You have difficulty with the exercises
You have a question or problem with an assignmenith your
tutor's comments on assignment or with the gradfran assignment.

You should try your best to attend the tutorialsisTis the only chance to
have face-to-face contact with your tutor and aséstjons which are
answered instantly. You can raise any problem emeoed in the course of
your study. To gain the maximum benefit from courtgerials, prepare a
guestion list before attending the tutorials. Yal warn a lot from

participating in discussion actively.

Summary
The course gives you an overview of what to expetite course of this
study. The course teaches you about the mosqgéam;lfocusing on its
definition, history, types, roles, dos and donitthe mosque and the future
challenges.

We wish you success with the course and hope ybdind it both
interesting and useful.
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ISL272: THE ABBASID CALIPHATE |

MODULE 1
‘ABB ASID CALIPHATE: THE EARLY PERIOD (1) Uni t

1 BACKGROUND TO THE EMERGENCE OF THE
'ABB ASID CALIPHATE

CONTENT

1.0 Introduction
2.0 Objectives
3.0 MainContent
3.1 An Introduction to the House of 'Alb
3.2 The ‘Ablasid Rebellion
3.2.1 The Beginning of Propaganda
3.2.2 Factors that favoured the 'Atsid Propaganda
3.2.3 The Profile of Ab Muslim
4.0 Conclusion
5.0 Summary
6.0 Tutor marke@ssignment
7.0 References/ Furthexading

1.0 INTRODUCTION

The ‘Abhasid Caliphate is the third in the chain of sucaasan Islamichistory
coming after the era of the four rightly guided iGlas (Khulafiu Rashidin)
(11A.H.-40A.H./632-661C.E.and the Umayyad (40A.H.-128A.H./661-7G(E.).
It started from 128A.H./750 C.E. and ended in 63M.A258 C.E. and markex
new phase in the history of Islam. In this unifpatk shall be made to introdutiee
house of 'Ablas by going through their genealogy. It will alscdis on theeasons
for the propaganda embarked upon by their fountiitigers, the majgorosecutors
of this revolution, the revolution itself and thdsetors that helped treiccessful
propaganda of thé\bbasid.

2.0 OBIECTIVES

By the end of this unit you should be atde
Trace the origin of the house '&lbbas
Explain how the propaganda began and the fadtatdavouredt
Know about the personality of AMuslim



3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1 An Introduction to the House of Abb as

Quraysh
usayy
‘Abd-Manaf
[ | |
‘Abd-Shams Hashim
I I
Umayyad ‘Abd-al-Muttalib
Abu Lahab I—Iamza | ‘Abdu”:’lalh AbTalib Al-‘Abb as
I I I
MUHAMMAD ‘Ali ‘Abdullah
(Ibn *Abbas)
I
‘Ali
I
Muhammad
|

As-Saffah AI-MansﬁIr !

The house of ‘Ablis can be traced back to the Hashimite clan ofah®us
Qurayshi family in Makkah. kEshim, the progenitor of the Hashimite fantigd
given birth to Shayba better known as ‘Abd-al-Miittd Abd-al-Muttalib was
blessed with many children four of whom are to eegopular figures ithe
history of Islam. These are Aldalib, ’Abbas, Hamza and Abdullah. Anothswon
by ‘Abd-al-Muttalib was Ala Lahab, the man who earned an unenviable fanae as
bitter enemy of Islam and the persecutor oadbkerents.

‘Abdullah gave birth to Muhammad, the man who ld&tecame the Prophet
Allah while Abi Talib’s son called Ali was appointed as the fourtHif@aafterthe
Prophet’s death. The marriage of Ali to Fatima,duasin and theurviving
daughter of the Prophet further strengthened tlagiaaship between thiamilies
of ‘Abdullah and Al Talib by blood and by marriage. The descendants oavsl
later to be known as the Alids or the Fatimids;levim general term thegre
usuallyreferred to aghl al-Bayt;a name that apparently indicate tHzological
attachment to Prophet Muhammad’s household. Theenolatureahl al-Baytand
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the roles of its members are crucial to the emeargenthe ‘Ablasid Caliphateas
would be seen later in thisudy.

‘Abbas ibn ‘Abd-al-Muttalib was the eponymous foundethaf ‘Ablasids’. Hehad
four children among whom was Abdullah, better knamwhistory and traditioas
Ibn ‘Abbas. Ibn ‘Ablas’ contributions to the spread and developmerdlam
cannot be over emphasized. The depth of his lovth&oProphet wagemonstrable
in his attachment to the children of Fatimah. ‘@il son of Ibn ‘Abbs wasto
follow in this footstep as the head of the ‘Al family when his father dieélis
commitment to the cause of the Fatimids perhapsented Muhammad hgon
who succeeded him. Muhammad ibn ‘Ali was in faet fiinst to conceive thiglea
of seizing the Caliphate from the Umayyad. Befaralled, Muhammad hathmed
his three sons as his successors; one after tbe dtihese were IBhim, ‘Abdullah
Abil ‘Abbas (known as as-Saffah d. 132A.H/754 C.E) and Jgdapularlycalled
al-Mangir (d. 154A.H./775C.E.).

‘Abb asid Genealogical Trees from IbriAbb as

Abdullah (Ibn‘Abbas)
|

Al
M u#ammad
[ [ |
Ibrahim Abdullah (Abul ‘Ablas) Ja'far(al-Mangir)
As Saffah |
Mahdi
[ |
al-Hadt Haran |

| |
Amin al-Ma’'man

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISEL
Trace the genealogy of the *Adid family from ‘Abd-al-Muttalib to Ja‘faal-
Mandir.

3.2 THE ABBASID REVOLUTION

3.2.1 The Beginning of ‘Ablasid Propaganda

As stated earlier, Muhammad Ibn ‘Ali Ibn ‘Abdullém ‘Abbas was thdirst
‘Abbasid leader to conceive the idea of putting an ertti¢ Umayyad rulelhe
idea necessitated a serious propaganda, firstrbyahd later by his songho
succeeded him one after the other. But removing#ted Umayyad was ntite
only plan, another one was the claim of the 'Ad¢itd house to the Caliphafeo
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legitimize this claim, the after Imath of the tragivent at Karbala becartiee
reference point. The murder of Husayn ibn Ali (fberth Caliph of Islamat
Karbala’ automatically placed Muhammad al-Hanaftyyathe vantage positiosf
claiming his right to the Caliphate. By way of mdiuction, Muhammadl-
Hanafiyyah was a son of Ali by another woman of &fatribe whom hemarried
after the death of Fatimah. Upon the death of Muhadhal-Hanafiyyah ini22
A.H./743 C.E. he was succeeded by his son Wiishim in the serious strugdie
claim this right. Al Hashim died without an issue and had the right tremetito
Muhammad ibn Ali Ibn Abdullah ibn 'Abis. The issue of transfezceived
credence from some people even though history wasl@ar as to whethéhis
transfer is for the 'Ab#sid to assume power or to claim it for the Alids ériginal
claimant to the office. To the massive supportéwlioparticularly the Shiitesall
the propaganda efforts of the 'Adsids is to claim the right to caliphate toe
Alids. But to Muhammad, all that he needed was Alashim’s nod to clairthis
title. To win the support of Alids and sympathizershis cause, thé\bbasids
employed two strategies: one is to carry out tlopaganda in the name of talel
al-Bayt; claiming the common origin with the Alids as thé sifioot ofthe
Hashimiteclan. Second is to give their cause a religiodsuration byemphasizing
a return to theocracy rather than the autocratregonent in power. Hitti putthis
in proper perspective when he said that underghedrship ofhe
Prophet Muhammad, revolutionary Islam opposed xistirg order with deigned
ideal of theocracy and a promise of return to attixy. The support ahe
'Abbasid was further strengthened by the lack of efiedieadership on the part
the Alids to claim this righalone.

After gaining the support of the Alids, the 'Adshds, launched the movementadf
the Hashimites against the Umayyads using al-Hunahyim little village soutbf
the Dead Sea as their headquarters. The propabagda during the reigof
Caliph Yazd Il, the third son of Abdul Malik and successoCaliph Umatil.

From the eastern part of the Empire, the ‘Add emissaries, appearingkihurasan
and disguising as innocent merchants were actualiyng for Muhammadhe
headof the ‘Ablasid family. Sometimes some of these emissaries varghtand
punished. This did not diminish their resolve tottoue their campaign agairtbe
Umayyad government. The propaganda assumed a daisgéimensiomvhen
adherents began to enlist into these groups ardnvatshort time, mansecret
organizations emerged with the sole purpose ofeting the Umayyadynasty.
By the time of HisAhm who succeeded Yakll the heat was already ome
Umayyads.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE?2
Explain the reason advanced by Muhammad al-Haredftgyjustify his clainto
Caliphate

3.2.2 Factors that favoured the ‘Ablasid Propaganda

There were so many factors that favoured the prapday efforts of th&Abbasids
against the Umayyad dynasty. Some of these faatersxplained a®llows:
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Persecution of members of the Hashimite famityThe history of persecuticf
the Hashimite family began with the tragic event ofrlsaa where Husayn (trs®n
of Ali) and his band were slain by Yids forces. Not done yet with the corpbes

head was cut off and conveyed to ¥hin Damascus. This unfortunate evemass
later to further promote Shiism, a sect that wastdiaably disposed to the cause
Ali. In the words of Rahim; ‘Indeed Shiism was rerb on the tenth dfluharram.

Karbala’s tragic scene gave the Shiites a batyiéarrevenge’. Thipersecution
continued during the reign of Abdul Malik when msolerable viceroy to Iracggnd

former governor to Hijaz, Hajjaj ibn Yusuf begamojgpress and ill-treat nonly
the Alids but also the entire people of Madinah. Heswaid to have killedetween

120,000 and 150,000 men, generally on false chahg®sg his long reigas
viceroy. Similarly, not less than 50,000 peopldoth sexes were found be
rotting away in his prisons when he died. Morehafse persecutions blashimites
were also recorded during the period of Hmhwhen Khalid the former viceraf
Iraq faced a severe torture in the hands of hisessor Yusuf ibn Umar dalse
accusation of favouring the Hashimites. The extanef this persecution the
entire Hashimite family and the Caliph’s refusat#dl his viceroy tarder
necessitated the visit of Zaid ibn Husain to Hislo seek redress. total
ignominy, Zaid was driven away and furiously, hexw® Kufa where hattempted
to rise in arms against the caliph in defiancéhefadvice by his relatives.dhded
in a dsaster, as Zaid was killed and his body buried byfbliswers. As if thiswas
not enough, the Umayyads in utter show of hatredadiered his gravexhumed
his corpse and nailed it on the cross. It \edesr
removed, burnt to ashes and thrown into the Eupbr&urther to this callous aaft
deliberate annihilation, Zaid’s son named Yahyag wiitially escaped frorthis
barbaric attack fled to Khurasan and was manhuinetksperation, he roseanms
against the Umayyads and was killed; his head sevaand sent to Walid whitbe
body was nailed to the cross. Yahya's death crdatesion inKhurasan
and in their show of love for him, every male clblokn on the day of his deatfas
named aftehim.

Maltreatment of the Mawalis: The Mawalis (singularmawlg weregenerally
known as the non-Arab people that embraced Islaha#iliated themselve®
Arab house holds. According to Abdul (1988) howeteis is not completeliyrue
as they are Muslims who are not full members oAb aristocracy bgescent.
This group includes Persians, Egyptians, Berbesbateans and lessssrme
Arabs.The Mawiélis in theory were granted the full right of Islanitizenshign
accordance with Islamic principles, yet they weseaccorded the same statiss
Arabs in practical term. They were found at thedostratum of the societiven
their commitment to learning did not guarantee tisegial and economexquality.
It is therefore no wonder that they possessedteonaltive than tadentify
themselves with the Shiites in Iraq and the Kharip Persia. In provinces suah
Khurasan where they were highly concentrated, lizaye assumedarporate
unity. This explained why they were able to organi#o various secret unitisat
could deal with the Umayyagbvernment.
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The Shiite Factor: The Shiites, a group of people that were well dégaltothe
house of Ali were not happy with the usurpatiopoiver by Mu‘awiyahthe
founder of Umayyad Caliphate and his successorthis@nd, the murder &li
and the maltreatment of his descendants in subseyears also encourag8tiite
consideration of a pact with the ’Afidid propagandists to seek reverfjee
support became overwhelming when the agenda oAtht&sids,though
superficialwas to claim the right to the Caliphate for &Kiels

Lukewarm attitude of the Muslim Scholars: The God fearing/iuslims
particularly the Muslim scholars watched with higerrow the non-conformityf
the Umayyad with the basic principles of governamerding to QuEn andtheir

cruel treatment of the people among others. Futthtis was theinon
commitment to religious duties. Apart from very feithe Umayyad Caliphsho
were highly devoted, the majority indulged in marges which Islam frownedt.
In the words of Hitti: even before the time of Highit became the fashion fidre
caliph, as exemplified by Yaz Il to pass his time in the chase and ovemie

cup and to be absorbed more in music and poetnyithlhe Qurin andstate
affairs. But scholars and religious leaders of getod who were to upholtie
ideals of Islam and campaign against these vicekl ¢mt help the situatioas
many of them had resigned from this world. Thelbatty of thediscontented
elements against this oppression therefore foungsmonse from therseeing

this as a weakness on the part of the living sechplhey had no choice thanltmk

elsewhere in search of capable leadership to nemdsubversive campaiggainst
the oppressors. It is in this situation and disaif®, so says Ali that AbMuslim

found his materials for the revolts and Khurasazab®e the centre foecruitment

of the adherents to the cause of the hous&lidas.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISES

Account for the factors that favoured the propageefforts of theAbbasids
against the Umayyadiynasty

3.2.3 The Profile of Alm Muslim

Abt Muslim was generally believed to have come frofaHan although otheese
of the view that he was of obscure origin. Amawlahimself, he was enlisted
the service of Muhammad Ibn Ali ibn "Alais. When Muhammad died atite
mantle of leadership fell on his brotherabim, he appointed AbMuslim asthe
head of the propaganda machinery against the Urdayydn Muslim had althe
characteristics that qualified him as a propagdrdid a master strategist. He veas
man of steel heart, intelligent and possessedlagower of organizationdis
oratorical power attracted many followers to thébasid cause and withinghort
period, he was at the head of tactical forces, wipognary goal was to swedéje
power off the feet of thEmayyad.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE4
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Describe the qualities that made@bluslim qualify as the leader 6Abbasid
propaganda anctbellion.

4.0 CONCLUSION

The ‘Abhasid family was a branch of the Hashimite clan inkikkh. Theircommon
origin with theahl al Bayt(i.e. the Prophet’s household) gave them the retmson
justify their claim to the Caliphate. The Alids where the most qualifiedlaimants
to this exalted office did not possess the kinteatlership that could mattine
hatedUmayyads strength for strength. To the Alids tfanesthe
‘Abbasids propaganda and the rebellion that followedld/be an opportunitfor
them to assume this leadership. They were even coorénced when thpopular
proclamation of the 'Abfsids wasahl al-Bayta pronouncement that indicate
return of the Caliphate to its rightful owners wihere the Alids. It was perhafps
this reason that the Alids supported the propagaffda that begamwith
Muhammad ibn Ali ibn 'Abls; and religiously prosecuted by &Muslim.

5.0 SUMM ARY
The ‘Ablasid and thahl al-Bayt(i.e. the household of the Prophet) afe
the Hashimiyyah family inMakkah.
Theahl al-Baytprimarily includes the Alids (the descendants aj sho
were the offshoot of the Prophet by blood and byriage
Being claimants to the office of the Caliphableyt saw the Umayyads
occupation of the Caliphal office as usurpatiopaiver.
Lack of effective leadership robbed them of amgcessful attempt to claim
this right and subsequently paved the way for &isbasids
The ‘Ablasid propaganda therefore originated from Muhamrhadli ibn
Abdullah ibn ‘Ablas whose objective was to return the Caliphatd¢o
rightful owner; theahl al-Bayt.
This propaganda was favoured by many factorghvimcluded the
persecution of the Hashimites, the spirit of indiquaetween the Umayyad
in particular and the Arabs in general and theingles brethrenthe
grievances of the Shiites against the Umayyadssdisas thdukewarm
attitude of thescholars.
To achieve their aim, the 'Alabids found in Ala Muslim a capable leader
to prosecute the propaganda and lead the war.

6.0 TUTOR MARKED ASSIGNMENT

Mention and discuss two factors that favoured Alebasid campaign againgte
Umayyad
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Unit2 THE REBELLION AND THE AREAS COVERED BY
THE EMERGING ‘ABB ASID EMPIRE

CONTENT
1.0 Introduction
2.0 Objectives
3.0 MainContent
3.1 The Rebellion and I&ffects
3.1.1 TheRebellion
3.1.2 The Effects of thRebellion
3.2 Areas covered by the 'Abdid Empire
4.0 Conclusion
5.0 Summary
6.0 Tutor marke@ssignment
7.0 References/ Furthexading

1.0 INTRODUCTION

In the last unit, the background of the ‘Alsid dynasty, the evolution db
propaganda, and the factors that favoured the geoyia were discussdd.
addition, detailed information concerning the ma@keholders was given. tinis
unit we shall discuss how the revolution took pland its effects on themerging
'Abbasid Caliphate. Furthermore, we shall focus on tleascovered bipne
'Abbasid Empire.

2.0 OBIECTIVES
By the end of this unit, you should be atue
Give details of how the 'Aldsid revolution wagxecuted
Explain the effects of the revolution on the n@aliphate
Have deep knowledge about the sphere of influandehe areas controlled by
the 'Abhasid Empire.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1 The Rebellion and its Eeds

3.1.1 TheRebellion

The efforts by Maran 1l (122A.H.-128A.H./744-750C.Et subduindhe
insurrection in Syria as well as contending with gealots in Iraq anélrabia

22



provided the fertile ground for the ‘Abbids onslaught against thanayyads.
Morever, there was an on-going hostility at thatetibetween Mudar arldimyar;
two tribal groups of the Arabs. While Maiwwas busy trying to suppretbese
insurrections in the west, his governor in Khuraasr was battling witthe
Himyarite uprising in the east. AlMuslim used this opportunity to isstre
manifesto for their long awaited uprising. Withaage group of people on hsge
all clad in black as a mark of mourning and the imann supporsecured
particularly from the adherents of Fatimah,tAfuslim’s strategic choice athl
al-Baytas his slogan did the magic. Within weeks, prepamdor theimpending
battle was complete as according to Ali, the ‘Adid warrior (Al Muslim)and
his forces were on their way in their onward maoskards the west. His fordest
drove Nasr, the governor of Khurasan out of Marte Thability of Nasr to facthe
superior fire power of the forces underiAduslim necessitated his cédir
assistance from Caliph Ma&w who could not offer any, as he was bhatitling
with the insurrection in Mesopotamia. For the sectome, another appeal foelp
went to Marwvin. In response, Maram sent a directive to the viceroylofq
requesting him to reinforce the beleaguered viceBeyore the arrivabf
reinforcement, Farghana and Khurasan had beenredgdiy Al Muslimforces.
One of Al Muslim’s general named Khataba bin Shabib ledtehbaf soldiersn
a hot pursuit of Nasr to Sarrakhs where the govesriorces wereompletely
routed. Further defeat of his forces in Jurjandédrblasr to flee towards Fdyat
died on the way. The series of defeat sufferechbydmmayyadorces
necessitatetflarwan’s manhunt for the Hashimites in whose interessthndard
of revolt was raised. Through his spiesalim the head of the ‘Aldsid whowas
hiding with other descendants of 'Aisin Humaima near Palestine waand,
arrested and brought to Harran where he was impgtor he incarceratiaof
Ibrahim could not however diminish the zeal ofiAlluslim and his forces tput
an end to the Umayyad rule. The force of Khatalmmpany of Khalidbn
Barmak whose descendants later played dominard imkhe stabilization ahe
'Abbasid Empire, advanced westward after the defeatasi NKhataba's soHasan
laid siege to the city of Nehawand while his fatbegaged the large army ségt
Marwan in fierce battle and defeated it. Khataba werthir to defeat thavo
forces led by Maran’s son, Abdullah and Yaa his viceroy, after a heavy siege
Nehawand. From Nehawand, Khataba deployed anaihes tinder Ab Ayunto
face Abdullah ibn Maran and headed towards the capital of Irag. His farae
thatof Yazd met on the spot not far away from the EuphratesrRThebattle
ended in a devastating defeat for ¥hlaut not without the loss of ttemmander
himself. Khataba died and the mantle of the arragiéeship fell on his sadasan
who successfully drove Yakfrom his camp and forced him to return to Wadsit.
guick succession, Kufa was captured without mugsosjtion. The news wassad
one for Marvidn who was furious with rage and ordered the killdobrahimwho
was still under his prison custody.Acount ofalim’s murder varies. Oneersion
relates that he died through a house falling ouanihile another version is dfie
view that he was poisoned. Before his death howéleahim was
said to have sent a message to his brothal Albbas as-Saffah confirming hias
his successor to the 'Absid leadership. Meanwhile fierce battles were gaing
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and within three years all the forces sent agaimestAbbasid revolution fellone
after the other. In 127A.H./749 C.E &Ayun forces met the Caliphal forceksm
Syria under the command of Abdullah ibn Mannat Little Zab and a fierdeattle
ensued. The defeat of Maiw's son in this battle forced the Caliph to leastrang
army of 12,000 men across the Tigris in an advaecgtowards the Greatéab.
Before their arrival, reinforcement from Kufah hetdengthened the AbAyun
forces under the command of Abdullah ibn Ali, of@® Saffah’s uncle§Vhat
Marwan met at Greater Zab was a fortified Abbasid traipyhoséands
UmayyadCaliph suffered a defeat and fled towards Moselti®g nosupport
from the people of Mosul, he ran to Harran and fthere to Hims and finallio
Damascus. Still not sure of his safety, Mamfled to Palestine. But wherevss
fled Abdulllah ibn Ali was after him. Apart from D@ascus where hsurpporters
offered a little resistance and were subdued, alifiuhe whole empire hdallen
into the hands of the ‘Alaisids without a fight. Abdullah ibn Ali continuduls
chaseafter Marvan who left his Palestine hideout and made his tligtvards
Egypt. No sooner had he arrived in Egypt tham Alyun and Slih were
despatchetby Abdullah ibn Ali to follow him up. Maran was traced to Fustand
found at a place called Busir on the western bdmile where he was killedVith
the death of Maran came the end of the Umayyad dynasty. On the afd&lpil-
‘Abbas, members of the defeated Umayyads were huntekildediwherevethey
were found. Not done yet, Abdullah ibn Ali invitaout eighty survivingrinces
and other relatives of the Umayyad under the ptetegranting them amnesand
slaughtered them in cold blood. Few however escapddamong them wasbdur-
Rahnan who escaped and fled to Spain where he lateidedianothetymayyad
dynasty.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISEL
Describe vividly how the 'Abiisid rebellion was fought andon.

3.1.2 Effects of theRebellion

There is no doubt that the revolution brought alsogrificant changes in tihe
system of administration of the emerging Caliphtite people and to Islamhese
changes include the termination of the Umayyadankkthe establishment af
new empire and the transfer of the seat of poveenfibamascus to Kufa in tHiest
instance and later Bagidlin Iraq. It also means the coming to an enthef
Arabianrule and the emergence of the persianised d8iobrule. Under thisew
arrangement, emphasis was laid on the balanceveémmetween the Persiaasd
the Banu ‘Ablas. In fact, some considered the ‘Al victory as Persiansictory
over the Arabs. The new Islamic government becaeenationalized aggainst
the aristocratic government of the Umayyads whiels wonopolized by th&rabs.
The fall of the Umayyads marked the end of conqaedtexpansion; arttie
beginning of the age of consolidation, civilizatimd culture. The Shites laast
temporarily felt compensated as a result of thisigion, particularly fothe
wrong done to Ali. Furthermore, the Persian culheeame manifest in the litd
the ‘Abhasids although Arabic remained the official languayemerousody-
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guards were recruited from among the Persianssame were in the arminfact,
they occupied central positions in the Caliphate essult of their service. Bothe
Arabs and the Persians were culturally mixed aedrt@wla(pl. Mawalis) ceased
to be segregated and feel inferior. In other wosdsial class disappeareddy
process of assimilation and naturalization andMlaevalis acquired the status
the Arabs. It is instructive to note that with timestArab tribes gradually begam
lose their privileges and the rights in militarydesdministrativenatters.
Even the numerical strength of thwalis later emboldened them tbaim
superiority over the Arabs. The non-Arabs genetadigan to assert thedentity
with the emergence of tiehubiyyahtendency. Lastly, the empire withessed
the first time the appearance of the vizieratepféine with Persiarorigin.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE?2

Enumerate the effects of ‘Abbid revolution on the newaliphate.

3.2 Areas Covered by the 'Ablasid Empire

The areas covered by the *Adsiid Empire were not radically changed framat
they used to be under the Umayyads. Although thesdsid list of provinces;
primarily following the Byzantine and Persian madehried from time to timand
according to some sources, the political clasgificamay not necessarily hatee
tally with the geographical. However, what seemisddhe chief provincasder
the early Caliphs of Baghd can be divided into two. The first comprised
provinces and were often referred taagglim al-maghrib(the Westermprovinces)
and theyinclude:

a Africa west of the Libyan Desert together wilicily
b Egypt
C Syria and Palestine, which were sometisegsarated
d al-Hijaz and al-Yamamah (Centratabia)

e Yemen or Southerfrabia
The second part known agalim al-mashrigqthe Eastern provinces) consistd o
following;

a al-Bahrayn and ‘Uman, with al-Basrah in al-Iradtacapital
b al-Sawad, or al-‘Irag (Lower Mesopotamia), whieseling citiesafter

Baghdid were al-Kufah antVasit

Cc al-Jazirah (i.e. the island, rather the peninsarnaient Assyria), whose
capital was al-Mawsil (Mosul)

d Adharbayjan, of which Ardabil, Tibriz and Maraghaere the leading

towns
e al-Jibal (the mountains, ancient Media), latdledaal-‘Iraq al-‘Ajam(the
Persian ‘Iraq) of which the principal cities werarHadhan, al-Raygnd
Isbahan
f Khuzistan, with al-Ahwaz and Tustar as ch@#ns;
g Faris, with Shiraz as tloapital;
h Karman, which present capital bears the saamee;
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[ Mukran, which included modern Baluchistan andeexted to the highlands
overlooking the Indus valley;

] Sijistan or Sistan, with capital Zaran;;
k Qubhistan,
I Qumis,
m Tabaristan,
n Jurjan,
o] Armenia,
p Khurasan, which included what has now becomadinth-western pauf
Afghanistan and which leading cities were NaysAMarw, HaraiHerat)
andBalkh
q Khawarizm,

r al-Sughd (ancient Sogdiana) between the Oxusaxartes, having two
famous cities, Bukhara and Samargand
S Farghanah, al-Shash (modern Tashkand) and atinkisfilands

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISES

The areas covered by the Abbasid Empire indicasguapularity during thearly
period. Discuss

4.0 CONCLUSION

Disenchantment created by the misrule of the Umadi@aiphs gave birth tthe
propaganda embarked upon by the ‘Adids as well as the rebellion tHallowed.
Abt Muslim the ‘Ablasids war hero prosecuted ‘Aidid rebellion with ableand
loyal lieutenants and the general support enjoy@th the people. Theapitulation
of the whole empire in the hands of the ‘Ablals did not only put an end tioe
Umayyad rule but also ushered in a new politicgpdnsation andynasty
championed by the Arabs but generally controlleth@yPersians artdeir
Mawalis brethren. The new empire was a conglomerate of raBmentsncluding
particularly the Arabs and the Persians all of wiveene divided intgrovinces
that were broadly categorized irdqazlim al-maghrib(the Western provinceahd
agalim al-mashrigthe Easterprovinces).

5.0 SUMM ARY

Abti Muslim led the *Ablasid revolution against theémayyad
Together with his able lieutenants, they usedpEortunity of Marvin’s
preoccupation with uprisings in the west to lautighr attack
The attack led to the defeat of Nasr ibn NayyaanMn’s governotin
Khurasan and his son Abdullah in Little Zab.
Enraged by the defeat of his son, Mampersonally led a force of 12,000 men
against the ‘Abbsid forces led by Abdullah ibn Ali and his deputg®Ayun.
Both forces met at the Greater Zab and there iafarce wasumiliated
The caliph fled and was pursued till he arrivegiEgvhere he was tracked
down and killed
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His death marked the end of the Umayyad dynastyttaa establishment tifie
'Abbasidempire
The new empire covered a vast area covering Afmoaor and parts dksia
The areas contained many provinces that were lyrdadded intotwo
These weraaqalim al-maghrib(the Western provinces) aadalim al-mashriq
(the Eastermprovinces).

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

The success of the 'Abbid rebellion had great effects on the *Abld Empire.
Discuss
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

In the last unit, attention was focused on the ltelmethat brought the 'Ab#isidsto
power. In the same unit, the effects of this retwelbn the emerging Caliphaas
well as the major areas of control of the ’'Abluls were discussed. In this umife
of the founders of this dynasty who was also its taliph; Abdullah Abl 'Abbas
as-Saffah shall be the major subject here. Thilt isitdude hiselection,
administration and achievements. In addition, ¢ffehall be made to explatime
relevance of the new office i.e. the vizierateha administration of thealiphate.
Finally there shall be an insight into the rolesha powerful Barmecides family
consolidating thempire.

2.0 OBIECTIVES

By the end of this unit, you should be able to
Have ar insight into how Abiil-* Abbas as-Seffah came to power his
administretion as wel as his achevements
Discus: the poweiful positior occupiec by the viziers in the adminisiratior
of the empire
Comment extensvely on the conrributions of the Barmecidesto the
caliphatein its ealy histcry
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3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1 Abdullah Alil- 'Abbas as-Saffah (127A.H.-132A.H./749-754C.E)

3.1.1 Ascension and Psondity

After the sack of the Umayyad dynasty, the 'Asids came to power withbdullah
Abil-’Abbas as the first ruler of the nascent governmentpirbglamation asaliph
was made in Khurasan and Kufah in 127A.H./749 @rie. by 128A.H./75C.E.
when the conquest was complete; the caliphate aimad total acceptability. lnis
first khutbahdelivered during his inauguration as the calfhil-’Abbas
proclaimed himself ‘as-Saffah’ meaning the blooéditer, in apparent refererice
his brutal vengeance on the fallen Umayyads manyhafim weremercilessly
executed. It was by this sobriquet thathAbbas was popularly known ihistory.
Abil-’Abbas is married to Ummu Salmah; the only wide
whom he was passionately attached and who hasearidiug influence ovenim.
Abitl-’Abbas spent his short reign of four years in securreg Ablkasid Caliphate;
guelling pockets of uprising against his governnignthe paiisans of theousted
dynasty in Damascus, Palestine and Mesopotamia@ptbers. As at the tima
as-Saffah’s inauguration, Yakibn Hubaira, the viceroy of the lddtmayyad
caliph in Irag was fully in control of Wasa town that was under the siegfe
Hasan ibn Khataba and Aba’far, as saffah’s brother. Aware that eleremnth
siege without a single challenge from the Umayyadds was an indication af
collapsed dynasty, Y& re-strategised by calling upon the Alids to take¢he
Caliphate. While this call also received no imméear@sponse, Yad; in a bidto
save his face and his head finally decided to sdeeto All Ja'far ontwo
conditions (i) amnesty for him; his family and haflowers and (2) guarantélee
safety of their property. Taking cognizance of iz large followership anthe
possibility of a rivalry between him and the Caliptia Muslim advised thate
should be put to death. Thus, Yéand his sons fell to the swords oftAka’far’s
forces. To feel safe also from the possible attddke Shiites who were based
Kufah and are the unrepentant sympathizers of tiuks fas-Saffah builhis
residence few miles away and named the new settliewtech became hisapital
Hashimiyyah.

In the running of his administration, Alb’Abbas made use of trusted men soohe
who were either his family members or who have shdedication to his cause
his governors. His brother Akla’far became the viceroy of Mesopotamianenia
and Azerbaijan; his uncleadd bin Ali held Hijaz, Yemen and Yamamadile
Sulaiman ibn Ali controlled Basra, al-Bahrain, OmAhwaz and so orOthers
include Abdullah ibn Ali in Syria; Ab Muslim, Khurasan; and AbAyun in Egypt.
Khalid ibn Barmak held the post of Chancellor af EExchequer while AbSalmah
became the vizier and the confidential adviser. ddrapetitionfor
power and influence within the administrative maehies of as-Saffah claiméd
first victim in Aba Salmah. As the vizier to the caliph, his soarmtpyienceover
the Caliph was to the discomfort of &Muslim. One day, he was saiditave
been way laid while returning home from the Calgtourt and killed byAba
Muslim followers. Another source attributed his et the KharijitesAs-Saffah
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died of small pox in his early thirties at Anbarthe 9" of June 132A.H./75€.E,
leaving behind a son Muhammad and a daughter; Heafare his deattgs-Saffah

named his younger brother Aa’far as his successor and his nepksavasheir

presumptive.

By character, Abl-’Abbas was a combination of opposites. He comburedity
andkindness. Perhaps his cruelty is attributablagdlstorical massacre of hisal
and imagined enemies. His other side however, staggenerous ruler,dgevoted

husband and an affectiond&ther.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE1

Assess the life of as- Saffah as a Caliph and adyaman

3.1.2 His Administrative Rolicy

Following his assumption of power, as-Saffah adbpt@ew policy irthe
administration of the Caliphate. These includeddbelition of the oldArab
aristocratic policy of the Umayyads and its reptaeat with another ongat

embraced all Muslims in government irrespectivéheir race or colour. Inther
words, he internationalized his administrative @ply appointing alMuslims,
Arabs and non-Arabs, in important offices on theidafmerit.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISEZ2
State the major policy introduced into the Calighayas-Saffah

The Vizierate

The newly created post by the 'Adslid with a Persian origin is that of thieierate.
The occupier of this office is known as the Wazhe vizier was the secoimnal
command to the Caliph in the running affairs of $kete and usually deputizéx
him when the Caliph engaged himself in other dusfebe state odomestic
matters. The power exercised by the vizier wasranas. Infact the Caliph sative
role of vizier as the extension of his ‘divine rigio rule Particular reference this
can be found in the expression of Caliph al-Nasilevappointing Muhammaitn
Barz al-Qummi as his vizighus:

Muhammad ibn Barz al-Qummi is orgpresentative
throught the land and amongst our subjects. Thexao
who obeys him obeys us; and he who obeys us dbegs
and God shall cause him who obeys Him to eRgeadise.
As for one who on the other hand disobeys our ihe
disobeys us, and God shall cause him who disobaysdi
enterhell-Fire.

Indeed the enormous power wielded by the viziduhed the appointmeand
removal of governors and judges although theorétieath the approval othe
Caliph. A good example was the Barmecides who edagteat influence ovéhne
Caliphs It was also customary for them to confistheé properties afuch
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governors whose appointments were terminated. Duhie period ofCaliph

Mu’tadid, the vizier usually got a monthly remuntesa of one thousand dinats.
is generally believed that the vizierate first appéan Islamic governmeninder

Caliph al-Mangr and that Khalid al-Barmak was the first occupikthatoffice.
However, Ameer Ali had a contrary view. Accordingiim as-Saffah was tHgst

caliph to create that office and madetA®almah, who was instrumentalris
emergence as caliph, the fivstier.

This powerful position was abolished after the mea§) Caliph al-Muqgtadi287-
311A.H./908-32C.E.) and in its stead the post ofrimander of theommanders’
amir al-Uma#’ was instituted and the Buwayhid’'s became the sgbentolders

of thatoffice

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISES

How would you describe the position occupied bywiaeers in theadministration
of thecaliphate?

3.3 The Barmecides

The Barmecides family was a famous and powerfudiBerfamily in the historgf
'Abbasid Caliphate. The head of this family was KhaliBarmak who washe
son of abarmakthe chief priest in Budhist monastery. Khalid endedislam
when Central Asia was overrun and subdued underaimmand of Qutaybahn
Muslimin 84 A.H./705 C.E. He played very signifitaole in the Abbasid
movement under the leadership ofiduslim. The intimacy of Khalid witlthe
Caliph was indicated in the fact that his daugtt&s nursed by the wife afs-
Saffah and the daughter of the Caliph was likewigsed by Khalid’s wifeHe
began his career very early under the 'adid and rose to the headshipioé
diwan al-kharaj(i.e. finance department). He later became goveshdabaristan
where he suppressed a dangerous uprising. He s@aiah time an adviser &b
Mandir and had very considerable influence over thepBaliater in his lifehe
played an important role in the capture of a Byantortress. Khalid becantiee
founder of the illustrious family afazirs.

The importance of this family and their roles weugnerous. Firsgal-Mandir’s
successor al-Mahdi had entrusted the educatiorsadm Hirin to Yahya theson
of Khalid. When Hrin eventually became the Caliph, Yahya ibn Barimedame
his vizier with an unrestricted power. The resaciorded Yahya by thew
Caliph can be located in the latter’s often refeesto the former as ‘mfather’.
According to Ameer Ali, in the instrutment of apptnent given to Yahyajarin
was quoted to haweoncluded:

‘| devolve upon you the responsibility of my suligggyou maypass
judgements as you like, for | shall not occupy rel with these
matters withyou’
In this regard, Yahya was practically in chargéhef administratiobetween
164A.H/786C.E. and 182AH/803C.E. when politicatignies withinHaran’s
cabinet threw the Barmecides out of favour withgheernment.
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Meanwhile the popularity they enjoyed was not ingheir life style as thelgad
their palaces in eastern BagddOne of these magnificent residences called
Ja'fari was later occupied by al-Matmwho transformed it into the royphlace.
Members of this family were said to have amassadsch wealth thahe
fractions they saw fit to bestow on panegyrists arasugh to make thatter
wealthy
The Barmecides were Shi'ites and did not hide thé#giance to Shi'téeaders.
Their ingenuity became known in the various argawibich each member diis
family was endowed, for example al-Fadl is reputeth being the first in Islano
introduce the use of lamps in the mosque duringrtbeth of Ramadalda’far
became famous for eloquence, literary ability aedmanship.In words ditti,
‘Chiefly because of him Arab historians regard Ba@mecides as the founderfs
the class designated “people of the pextil @l-qalam).

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE4

The role of the Barmecides in the consolidatiothef’Ablasid Caliphate irthe
early period can not be over emphasif&dcuss

4.0 CONCLUSION

The reign of Alal ‘Abbas as-Saffah marked a new chapter in the historsiam.
Leading this dynasty was Ab‘Abbas as-Saffah, its first caliph who spemjor
parts of his four year rule in subduimgurrections.

5.0 SUMM ARY

The empire which had as-Saffah as its first cadiphsisted of a mixture of
the Arabs and the Persians.
The new government and the entire empire reflesegnlly the Persian
culture
Abiil-‘Abb as himself spent his four years in power to quedirtburrection
that resulted from their rise to power.
The Vizierate office was a newly created officéhwhe occupier othat
office called the vizier and had its origin fromr§ia.
Histcrical account: vary as to the first man to occipy the exaltec post of the
vizier
Khalid al-Barmak, one of the viziers was to be th¢ arrowteac of the
celebrate and illustrious family of Barmak meny of whom were viziers
Member: of this family were powerful, talented anc exered grea influence
upor the individual Céeliph unde whom they served

6.0 TUTOR MARKED ASSIGNMENT

Explain several factors that informed the actiwamlaement of the Persianstine
administration of théAbbasids
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

The last unit focused on the history of@ébAbbas as-Saffah the first Caliph tfe
'Abbasid Empire. In this unit we shall focus on the setQaliph; Al Ja‘faral-
Mandir; his contributions to the development of the Qladite, his achievemerds
well as his wealoints.

2.0 OBIECTIVES

By the end of this unit, you should be atde
Discuss about how al-Mairsconsolidated his rule in particular atie
‘Abbasid dynasty irgeneral
Enumerate in details the successes achieved ligh@&dMandir
Assess the personality of al-Mangs well as hisveaknesses
Discuss fully the construction &aghdid

3.0 MAIN CONTENTS
3.1 Aba-Ja‘far al-Mansir: The Second 'Abbasid Caliph

3.1.1 Ascension and Psondity

Abt Ja‘far succeeded his brother as the second iimief the ‘Ablasid rulersin
132AH/754 C.E. However, by virtue of his spectacalzhievements whicshall
be mentioned later, he was generally regardedeaseti founder of thé&bbasid

caliphate. Aln Ja‘far assumed power with the title ‘al-Marisneaningthe
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victorious’. While as-Saffah spent his period towge the caliphate, AlMansur
devoted himself to the task of its consolidation.achieve this aim; he spaned
time or means at hidisposal.
Al-Mansar faced the first challenge of leadership whenumisle Abdullah ibrAli
who was the governor of Syria under as-Saffahdkidn to the caliphate. Terush
the revolt, al-Mangr directed Al Muslim to lead an army against tbleallenger
force. The two forces met in Nasibin. In a wellgbtibattle, Abdullah’s armwas
defeated and together with his family, this herthef Zab war escaped Basra.
He remained in hiding for sometime only to be cegdand together with hts/o
sons were imprisoned in a castle not far froistimiyyah. To avoighossible
reoccurrence of the Nasibin event, al-Man®ade a tactical ploy to eliminatés
uncle. Abdullah was released after seven yearssmmment and@eremoniously
lodged in a house specifically built for him oviee tfoundation of salt. Thehee
remained until the first heavy shower of rain dest@d the house and claimed
life.

Having got rid of his uncle, AbMuslim’s popularity, particularly amonge
Khurasanians became a source of worry to al-Manbko considered hirtoo
dangerous to himself and his family.More importgnlbt Muslim’s totalcontrol
over his numerous Persian kinsmen made his attitadame overbearin@Qf
particular example was his disrespectful reactooa toyal order given bgl-
Mandir concerning the Nasibin war booty. The first ptdral-Mangir was tomake
Abt Muslim unpopular by assigning to him another tokt would take hinaway
from his devoted followers. In this regard,ABluslim was offered theiceroyalty
of Syria and all its dependencies.i@uslim would not want this andgether
with his troops he decided to return to Khurasan. \ENish promises frorthe
Caliph, Al Muslim set aside his return to his province andivetraight tahe
caliphal court. He was enjoying the honours grahiedin this court untibne
unlucky day when the man who prosecuted the warettablished thealiphate
was murdered in cold blood while having an audienite thecaliph.

Assessing the character of al-Manexposes him as a man who posseased
opposing mixture of good and evil. His roles a®ktipian and a ruler showedus
foresight, wisdom and attentiveness to public estahl-Mangir was adevoted
father but generally as a man he was said to ket anal treacherous. He wasry
devoted as he slept little, and rose early fomtloening prayers. Al-Marig usually
spent the afternoon with his family and childreteathe day’s job. In thevening
after saying his prayers, he was fond of listerintine dispatches of the dand
took counsel from his ministers. He only retireddst when one-third of theght
was well spent. In physique Al-Maiirswas thin, tall and fair in complexioHis
conduct and life was exemplary so also was hiscignto justice. He ledhis
subjects by example. Of particular reference wasreod when he wasummoned
by the Qdi of Medina, at the instance of some camel-ownearjpomattending
in person accompanied only by his chamberlain, algvlastood as aonrdinary
litigant before the judge, who did not even riganirhis seat to receivas
sovereign.The judgement favoured the plaintiffs and al-Marecknowledgethe
independence and integrity of the imparjgige.

35



Caliph al-Mangr had a hectic time crushing many rebellions thas@ duringhis
reign. One was the insurrection in Khurasan of &drthe Magian whn
133A.H./755 C.E. thought it right to avenge the daurof Alii Muslim andwas
defeated. Rising at the same time was a Persianae®ed the Rawandiyavhich
held the extremists position of trying to identifye caliph with God. Witlhegard
to this peculiar belief the Caliph was God incaenaiccording to théistorical
account by Rahim: ‘They came to the Caliph’s camd shouted, “It is theouse
of our Lord, he that giveth us food to eat and wedalrink”. The agitatioaused
among the people by this position forced al-Mauts take strong actioagainst
them by getting two hundred of their leaders ae@sthis action infuriatethe
Rawandiyah members and they rose in rebelliorespanse, troops wedeafted
to deal with them and the riot was not only supgedsthey were alsexpelled
from the city in 136A.H./758 C.E. Al-Mansalso had to deal with the raidarried
out by the Byzantines against the Muslim territerieney were subdued atiir
Emperor was forced to sue for peace in 135A.H.C%/

In the eastern part of the empire particularly imukasan, the governor
rebelled and al-Mars’'s force under the command of his son al-Mahdpsepsed
it. Another uprising in Tabaristan resulted in hgdefeat in the hands of al-Mahdi
and his troops taking many of them captives. Atttes campaign, Tabaristan which

was formerly under the nominal sovereignty of tladih was annexed the
Empire in 138A.H./760 C.E. The attempt of CaliptMandir at recoveringpain
from its Umayyad ruler, Abdur Ralamthe grandson of Hiam failed as mangf
his generals were killed. Seeing the futility astambition; al-Mangr did not
make any more attempts for the recovery of Spaichwvas a distarterritory.
The Kharijites also exerted their influence ovex Berbers and wefermenting
troubles in Africa. They killed Aghlab their govemand his son, Umamnd
occupied Qayrawan. Yazid Muhallab a new governpoaged byal-Mangir
crushed this rebellion and restored peace to tdubked territory. Few otheevolts
were recorded in Deilem, Armenia and Mosul and ahkhi, the heir apparenias
sent to suppress them and was successful in regioeace there. Feffective
administration, al-Mans made a new distribution of the provinagalvernorship.
In addition, he appointed a member of the houd¢asian as the governor
Madinah

SELF ASSESMENT EXERCISE1
Describe how Caliph al-Mansovercame the challenges that faced hitheat
beginning of hisule

3.2 Major Achievements

3.2.1 Foundation of Eaghdad

To further secure his empire, al-Mansvho had his residenceldishimiyah
decided to move his capital away from this areatlied between Kufand
Hirah. The proximity of Kufah posed a great dartgethe new empiras
1. Syria was the base of tbhkenayyads
2. Wast was more or less the extension of the Umayadce
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3. People of Basrah and Kufah were favourably disgdo the Alid cauda
140A.H./762 C.E. the foundation of a new capitas\ad in Baghdd, asettlement
on the eastern bank of the Tigris. The construaiidhe city took four years at
cost conservatively put at 4,883,0dithams About one hundretihousand
architects, craftsmen and labourers took partenctimtruction of Mashatal-Sakm
(the city of peace); the official name by which Bdgd was then calledBaghdd
was a well planned city consisting of many impostrgctures with the palaeg
the centre and the mosque close by. Its circular sbape it the namal-
Mudawwaratmeaning ‘the round city’. The beauty of this magmht citywas
unrivalled at that period. Apart from al-Mam's palace, the Golden GatBdab ad-
dhahab)and the Green Domal¢qubbah al-Khadra were two other palacdmsuilt
by al-Mansir before his death. The first one located at theklud the Tigrisvas
calledQasr al-Khuld(palace of eternity) and the othal:RusafaCausewayjvas
meant for the heir apparent, the Caliph’s abMahdi.

As a city sited on the Persian territory; it becaheecentre of Persian cultuiiéhe

Persian cultural influence became predominant &xdmnn the AbbasidCaliphate.

The only areas remaining for the Arabs to boasterke Islam as the stateligion
and Arabic as the official language of Htate.

SELF ASSESMENT EXERCISE 2

a What were the factors that compelled al-M@&ms move the seat of his
government from Eshimiyyah to Baghatl?
b Baghdd was a model city to behold during the reign eMaingir. Discuss.

3.2.2 OtherAchievements

Al-Mansir was a statesman, and had no rival in his time @wisnumerous
achievements, he was practically regarded as tiedfr of théAbbasid
Caliphate. He secured the Caliphate of the ‘@b dynasty that for nearkx
centuries, his family was in power. “The permanerfcte family”, saydAmeer
Ali, “the power they wielded and the influence thexgercised after they haaist
their temporal authority were due to his foresighte was the founder of ttfgunni
Islam which became the source of strength to thdsdaid dynasty.

Caliph Mansr’s administration was liberal and progressive hapgpened to bine
first in history. His administration was more foedon the welfare of thgeople
rather than on conquest and expansion. His achientesnmcluded constructiari
roads, canals and wells. He also established latspihd schools throughate
empire. The Agsa Mosque was rebuilt about 149AHZE. by him followingan
earthquake. Similarly, Al-Mams established the vizierate, a Persian offitech
was the first in the history of Islam. He had te tiiedit the foundation @f
translation bureau calléBar al-Hikmah’ where valuable works of thencient
scholars were translated into Arabic. His libeliapdsition to scholars and meh
learning was great as he encouraged the studgtirip philosophy, medicinend
astronomy. He appointed scholars to high postsatdrt and with this he hawb
doubt prepared the way for great intellectual lifeler his worthyguccessors.
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As Caliph, he personally reviewed his troops, ictpe the fortresses; antade
sure that the army was fully equipped with improwezhpons and armour. KMes
meticulous and very careful in handling the accswfthe state. His flafior
accountability “even to fractions of dirhams andigs, earned him thgesignation
of Aba’'d-Dawanik”. Al-Mandir built the city of Rafika, and surrounded Kufiad
Basra with walls and trenches. He also orderedauseof theopulation.

SELF ASSESMENT EXERCISE3

Enumerate some of the significant achievementsatipal-Mangir

3.2.3 HisWeaknesses

Al-Mansir had some weaknesses which almost destroyed &iaatkand
achievements. Accoding to Rahim ‘*he was sometimes ,cunscrupulouand
vindictive’. An example of his cruelty can be citedhe murder oAbi-Muslim;
the man to whom the 'Alasid Caliphate owed itsmergence
Another major incident that obviously remained &dsgpot in the history ofaliph
al-Mandir was his ill-treatment of the descendants of @afip. Theincident
which has its root in history can be viewed from thregles. The first wathe
influence enjoyed by the descendants of the tursgte caliphs all of whowere
connected with the Alids in Madinah. Afraid of timeplications of thigarticularly
as it happened during the time of Manyal-Mansir resorted to variousiethods
of trying to discover whether similar conspiracyswgging on against hirikle
decided to send many emissaries to parley witlAtigs with the aim ofobtaining
vital information against the caliph as a veritagpleund for accusation laten.
The second was the members of Ali's family rightflalim to the Caliphate anble
basis for their total support for ‘Ahbid struggle. Therefore to the Alidbe
Abbasids had deceived them and had usurped thignrh@te. The third causghich
was a bit related was in reference to the meektiagtook place in Madinah #te
eve of the collapse of Umayyad dynasty. This mgetihich wasattended
by most members of the Banu Hashim included al-Mahisnself. Muhammad
great grandson of Hasan was chosen as the caligh véhile his father waalive
as a result of his impeccable character which eiima the sobriqueéan-Nafs-uz-
Zakiyg or the Pure Soul. His choice by general consewbich includedal-
Mandir now became an albatross with the assumptioneofAhbasid tothe
caliphate. When Caliph al-Maiirss attempt to capture Muhammad andlimisther
Ibrahim who had run for their lives failed, he arrestitdhee members of thiamily
including their father; and in chain he sent therKufah where thewere
imprisoned.

The torture of the family shocked Muhammad andtim, and both returneahd
lived in hiding. While Muhammad was at Madh, his brother Ilahim wasin
Basra. A serious manhunt for the fugitives begagy emerged from thelmideout
and rose in rebellion against the Caliph. The tveoerto announce the remowél
al-Mandir simultaneously from Madah and Basra. In the words of Ali, ‘hts
plan been successfully carried out, it is prob#tee the ‘Ablasid rule wouldhave
come to an end’. But in eagerness Muhammad wassaiave been forcdaefore
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his brother could complete his own preparation. fEilare of this strategy wae
al-Mandir's advantage as he was able to attack them oeethéother.
Muhammadenjoyed the overwhelming support of the peopl®atinah,and
within few days he was recognized as the Caliplislam in Hijaz and YemenThe
two prominent Imams of that time viz: #im Aba Hanfa and Inam Malik who
were the founders of the Hanafite and Malikite stbof law respectively ruleith
favour of his claim. To show that Muhammad mearsimess, th€aliphs
appointedor Madinah was arrested and imprisoned. The weight ofatfip
Muhammad and the dangerous dimension the revolagsisming informethe
need for the Caliph to change tactics. He extetlidetiands of conciliatioto
Muhammad which the latter rebuffed. The refusdalohammad forcedl-Mangir
to send his nephelga ibn Miisa against Muhammad with a larfmce.
Muhammad, fighting with just three hundred men,ifethe battle togethewith
his men except one in 140A.H./762 C.E. They wergbun theMartyrs’
Cemetery neavadinah.

Ibrahim led his forces comprising mainly the Alids at Baand won over
Persia. His defeat of Caliph al-Main's forces in several engagements gittetrs
into the camp of the latter. This situation ne&olces al-Mansr to fleefrom
Kufa. He however summoned courage and dispafsheldn Misa against himin
this battle which was fought at the bank of the lirapes]sa’'s troop wagouted
comprehensively. To minimize casuality his trooslena tactical retreat afide.
This war overhelmed al-Mafisso much that for seven weeks during wtitod
Alid forces fought the Caliph, he was unable tong®his dress except fpublic
prayers. Ibthim’s decision not to pursue the enemy became hisingdlhe
'Abbasids capitalized on this and made a surprise attewkich Ibiahimwas
killed and his troop dispersed. #ibim died in 141A.H./763 C.E. and the evérdt
followed this battle was not palatable to the suing enemies of the caliph, read
imagined. In retaliation, the Caliph began a sexipersecution of the peopé
Madinah and Basra. Many eminent people who had anwlittklbrahim were
caught, killed and had their property destroyedMangir's orderedhe
confiscation of the property of Ali's descendamsd avithdrew all theprivileges
due to the people of Mamhh. For endorsing the candidature of Muhammadilbn
to the Caliphate, the greatdm Abi Harifah was thrown to prison whilenam
Malik was flogged. To al-Suii as quoted in Rahim “al-Manswas the firstwho
occasioned dissensions between the BibandAlids”.

SELF ASSESMENT EXERCISE4
How would you reconcile the role of al-Mamss a statesman with hdsscription
as a crueman?
3.2.4 HisDeath

The feeling of al-Man® that he may soon die necessitated the preparfatian
capable successor. Against the choice of his braeh&affah who hagominated
Isa ibn Misa his nephew, al-Maris went for Mahdi his son. Witthis
development began the principle of hereditary aligr as all the thirty fiv€aliphs
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who succeeded were his lineal descendants. Al-Mamsnted his crown prinde
succeed and did not hesitate in giving him hisitegtuctions on theuccessful
governance of the empire. Some of these as quot&ll irom ibn al-Athir areas

follows;
1. Never allow a thing which has to be done to-dayemain over for
tomorrow.
2. Keep the people and the aroontented.
3. Never go beyond the bounds of moderation incitifig punishment.
4. Never leave your treasueynpty.
5. Whatever you have to do, dodurself.
6. Concentrate your energy on yauork
7. Associate with people from whom you can get gadweice anatounsel
8. Do not neglect your friends anelatives.
9. Defend the frontiengligiously.

10. Nothing maketh a caliph virtuous but piety, n@ll disposeth a monarch

but obedience, nor reformeth a people but justind;the last of men to
pardon is he who oppresseth him that is beneath him

11. Do not proceed with any business until youehaflected upon it, for the

meditation of a wise man is a mirror which showsth his faults and his
merits.
12. Seek the continuance of bounty by gratitudeadnmbwer by pardon and of
obedience by conciliating affection and of victbgyyhumility and
forgiveness ofmen

Al-Mansir left for Makkah where he had hoped to spend ¢iseaf his life.This
was not to be as he died on the way at a placedcBif Maimuna, some fehours
journey away from Makkah in 153A.H./775 C.E. afieeign of nearlywenty-two

years. He was aged sixty years; leaving behindlafiked treasury, thecontents

of which, as he told his son, were sufficient &m fyears expenditure. ootect
his corpse from the prying eyes of those who maytwadesecrate it, laundred
graves were dug and al-Mamsvas secretly buried in one tifem.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISES

List the basic principles of governance given as@ation by al-Manar to hisson
and heir apparer-Mahdi

4.0CONCLUSION
The ascension of AbJa’'far al-Mangr marked a turning point in tH@aliphateship
of the 'Ablasids. With his foresight, he was able to consoéidas rule and thatf
the ’Abbasid Empire in general. After the initial suppressod insurrections imis
domain al-Mangr made some remarkable achievements one of whislhea
establishment of a new capital city; BagtidAs a result of these achievemehts,
was reputed to be the real founder of the 'dad Caliphate
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5.0SUMM ARY

Abt Ja’far the second Caliph of the 'Aisid bore the title al-Mans and
was generally regarded as the real fonuder ofAbéasid Caliphate by
virtue of hisachievements
After consolidating his rule, he concentratechany developmental
projects which include construction of roads, welknals, schools, library
and hospitals as well as the conduct of populat@nsus
His era which was regarded as one with splendodiigéory also withessed
the foundation of Br al-Hikmah, where many works were translated into
Arabic
His major achievement was the foundation of a capital Baghdad; a city
which construction spanned some four years at a hast.
Though kind, Caliph al-Maiswas also said to be sometimes cruel an
example being the death of &AMuslim at his instance and his attack on the
house of Ali which became a dark spot indasninistration.
Against the choice of his predecessor, al-Mianamed Mahdi his son as
his successor.
Al-Mansir died on his way to Makkah in 153A.H./775 C.EVieg a
healthy treasury that could sustain his successdeh tears.

6.0 TUTOR MARKED ASSIGNMENT

Assess the role of al-Maimsin the consolidation of hismpire
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

In the last unit, we discussed the ascension améaaments of At Ja'faral-
Mandir as the second caliph of the 'Adsid dynasty. In this unit, we shaliiscuss
the third and the fourth Caliphs; al-Mahdi and aBH Discussion shalhclude
their system of administration aadhievements.

2.0 OBIECTIVES

By the end of this unit, you should be atue
Discuss fully the ascension of al-Mahdi and hiscegsoral-Hadi
Understand in full, the achievements of al-MatsdCaliph
Digest the challenges faced by both al-Mahdi d+diaali in the discharge of
their duties as caliphs

3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1 Al-Mahdi: administration and achievement

3.1.1 System oAdministration

Muhammad b. Ab Ja‘far al-Mangr came to power after the death of his father
153AH/775CE and took the name al-Mahdi while highmowas Umm Nisa, a
woman who came from the old Himyarite kings of Yamigy character, heas
humane and generous. He was also a man of mildmrable temperamenthis
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won him the admiration of the people, particuldhgse who had one way thre
other been offended by his father’s policy of adstmation. At the beginning dfis
rule, al-Mahdi began the policy aimed at mendingés with those who hamhe
way or the other fell into the iron hand of higtat. For example, he releassdt
prisoners except those who were convicted for tneadglony andlangerous
crimes.Al-Mahdi was also kind to the Alids by releasilg$e among themho
were in prison, restored their properties and dhge suitable allowancesot
only this, al-Mahdi also restored to Makkah and iiat the privilegewithdrawn
by his father. His generosity is shown in the wayghve out in charityor
example, during his pilgrimage to Makkah in thery&80 A.H./781C.E., havas
said to have distributed an amount of nearly 30@@®Wdirhams in charitgmong
the poor people of Hig and a donation of 150,000 garments in Makkahealbm
his enemies al-Mahdi was also magnanimous. Hid t#w@agnanimity ievident
in the way he treated the case of the son of Mam(the last Umayya@aliph)
who attempted an uprising in Syria. The son of Marwas defeated, capturadd
kept in custody on the instruction of al-Mahdi. &fsome time he was releasedl
placed on pension. Another incident was the cadé¢aaiuna, the widow dflarwan
I who was also treated with kindness and honolie. \Bas harboured @aj-Mahdi’s
queen called Khaizuran in an apartment afpladaice.

However the magnanimity and kindness of al-Mahtmted by hiszero
tolerance for heresis. For example, a shaykh cdiledbdul Qudisintroduced
some doctrines that had their roots in Zoroastianilhe followers of thisect
were known aganidiq (sing.zindig). By their activities, social conventioasd
religious beliefs were undermined. Al-Mahdi woulat mllow this in hisempire.

They were crushed. Similarly was al-Muganna, thkedgrophet of Khurasamho
posed as the incarnation of a deity and for yeafied the forces of thébbasid
Caliph al-Mahdi. Al-Muganna’s doctrine taught tin@ligion consisted in faithnd
not in work. His preaching of these immoral anddvdbctrines attractddrge
following. By 158A.H./779 C.E. al-Muganna’s forceere defeated anduganna
himself waskilled.

Al-Mahdi was to resume an age-long struggle betwkeerCaliphate anthe
Byzantine Empire in reponse to the violation ofyioas treaties by the latteFhe
Byzantine had raided Asia Minor and destroyed priggeand lives. Theglso
took a large number of women and children prisonerghadirst ‘Abkasid Caliph

to engage in the war, al-Mahdi personally led Aiaises in 161A.H./782 C.EDOn
arrival at Bosporus, the regent called Irene wassid to sue for peace asimgle
handedly signed a treaty which involved the payneéiietween 70,008nd
90,000dinarsas tribute twice a year. The brilliant performan€élarin who
accompanied his father in this expedition earnetdthe honorific titlear-Rasid
(follower of the right path). For the same reasféther appointed him dlse
Viceroy of the Western provinces of the empire designated him as tisecond
heir apparent to the caliphate after his elderHaobiisa al-Hadi.
For effective adiminstration, Al-Mahdi followed tiRersian modedf
administration during his reign, and Persian Migsbegan to hold higbffices.
Al-Mahdi initially appointed Aln Ubaidullah as his vizier. Later gkbi
Ubaidullah was replaced with Yail bin Daid; a talented bureaucrat as pigne
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minister. Ya'dib’s advice played a big role in the works underte&ed carriedut

in al-Mahdi’s reign. Ya'gb’s popularity however later attracted so mangmies

among al-Mahdi’s courtiers. The Caliph’s mind wasspned against thminister

on the false suspicion that he was conspiring thighAlids. Ya’'dqib wasconfined

in political prison called the Matbak, where he ramedifor several years untié
was finally released biaran.

Al-Mahdi was married to Queen Khaizuran a wise g@derous womam.hese
gualities did not only have positive effect on hier, but also made hex
distinguished personality in politics and admiraston. She had a greiafluence
on her husband. Also possessing a profound infliemer the caliph wass
chamberlain Rabi* ibrYainus.

On the issue of succession, al-Mahdi defied thiunson of his fatheand
predecessor; al-Maiis He replacedsa; the heir presumptive for his two sowsie

after the other. The unlucisa was said to have been induced to resign his tight

the succession. Having spent ten years as caliphdMlied at Masandam

165A.H./785 C.E. at an early age of 43 as a regwh injury sustained whens
horse knocked him against the gate of a ruineccpaknd got his spine brokethe
was tall, fair, and well-built. Bfin was present at his father’s death, fatidwing
his father’s instruction he immediately proclainMdsa al-Hadi as the Caliphand
was the first to take the oath of allegiancéito.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE1

What were the actions taken by al-Mahdi to showduk of tolerance foheresies?

3.1.2 HisAchievements

Al-Mahdi rebuilt the holy mosques at Makkah and Madh and introduced aaudit
office calleddiwan al-Zimam. He was the first to introduce into thAbbasid
regimea kind of court of appeal established to set @aiiglses of miscarriags
justice in the administrative and political depaetits. It was callediwan al-nazar
al-mazlim. His love for education and learning made himrttyuest theeducation
of his son Hriin to Yahya ibn Barmak. Mahdi’s reign and thaabRashd
witnessed the most momentous intellectual awakenitige history of IslamHe
dug canals among which wlishr al-Silahin Wagt. He developed tradend
promoted scholarship. He fixed pensions for thalded and imprisonedebtors.
Mahdi constructed and rebuilt many mosques, scteoalsoads in thempire
which included a wide metalled road from Kadessea( Baghald) to Makkah.
Inns and wells were provided for the conveniencgilgfims and travellersil-
Mahdi selected about 500 men from the Ansar of Madbd form hissecurity
guards.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE2

Enumerate the key achievements recorded duringetpe ofal-Mahdi.
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3.2 Al-Hadi (165-166AH/785-786CE.)

When caliph Mahdi died in 165AH/785 CE, his eldast Misa popularlyknown
as al-Hidi became the new Caliph. He ascended the throhe aige of 240n
assumption of office, &tiin congratulated his brother and pledged his loyalty
him. Not only this, he also sent to him the insegoi the Caliphal officavhich
included the imperial seal, the prophet's mantie e royal sceptreequeathed

by their dead father. Al-&tii however did not appreciate his brothdogalty.

Apart from this he was bent on making his son Jdifa heir apparent agairtbie

choice of his late father. To achieve this aimptage all efforts within hipower

to intimidate all those who may serve as obstanlesalizing his goalThese
include the imprisonment of Yahya ibn Barmak whawiran’s chief adviseand

many other Eran’s servants. This ambition which his motkéraizuran
vehemently opposed perhaps particularly accourthi®sour relationshighat
existed between both of them. The other factorkfsszuran’s ambitiorio

continue her influence over her son as she hatktt lver husband. This, tlyeung
caliph regarded as undue interference in stat@sffeo keep her in checlil-Hadi

did not hide his displeasure for those courtiesraobles who frequentdubr
receptions. This situation divided the Caliph hous$e two camps: onsupporting
the caliph; and the other pitching its tent wite mother and ktan. Hartn’s effort
at persuading his brother to reason proved aboififreen eventually thsituation
was assuming a dangerous dimensiadirfik, on the advice of Yahya ilBarmak

left the palace for his persorsafety.

Al-Hadi's unfavourable disposition towards the Alids ieeted in the ill-
treatmennt of ‘Ali’s family by his governor of Mathh. In reponse, Ali’'s
dessendants rose in rebellion headed by Husanead-grandson of Hasafhe
rebellion was not only suppressed, his membersawneral other families wepat
to death. Idris, a cousin of Husain escaped to Nena where he wasarmly
received by the Berbers. With their support, hentled the popular Idrisidynasty;
a dynasty that did not only mean the separatidviaghrib from the empirbut
also was the first Shiite dynastylsiam.

In one odd day during the month of Rabi al-AwwélHadi was staying afsabad;
a town close to Baglad when he was struck by an incurable disedseh
eventually claimed his life. But he was to recomvith his mother beforthis
untimely departure. In this parting meeting whiciswot only sorrowfubut
touching, he told his mother that his position &aéiph would sometimeanake
him to take certain measures which may not be gialato her and that this
extent; he had never been an ungrateful son. Hedfter asked for himother’s
forgiveness and confirmed the rule of his broth&riin. Some few dayater
Musa al-Hadi ibn al-Mahdidied.

Al-Hadi was described as a hard hearted man but bravgieticeand generouble

was also very devoted to literature. By physiqg@ewias tall like his fatheAl-Hadt
left behind seven sons and two daughters, one ofiwiamed Ummilsa’ later

married al-Ma’nin, the son oHaran.
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SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISES
Briefly appraise the short tenure ofis4 al-Hadi

4.0CONCLUSION

The liberal disposition of al-Mahdi became the m#wust of hisadministrative
policy as it played vital roles in putting right #ie wrongs by his late fatheXl-
Mahdi; though generous and possesses amiable tameet, the way he dealith
heretics and his total onslaught on the Byzanshesvs a man who doest
compromise on any principle he believes in. Infleeshby a powerfulife
Khaizuran and his chamberlaialt’ ibn Ytnus, al-Mahdi did his best
bequeathing a worthy legacy to two sons; one #itepther. But the eldéd-Hadi
was to some extent unlike his father. His nearly y@ars on the throne wespent
fighting imaginary enemies within and declaring waropposition outsideis
unenviable reign produced the first experiencesihdmberment whefugitive
Husain established an independent dynasty in Ndriba.

5.0SUMM ARY

Muhammad ibn Ab Ja’far al-Manar popularly called al-Mahdi ascendtn
‘Abbasid throne in 153A.H/775 C.E. at the age of twehtge.
As a humane and generous leader, al-Mahdi retwathétk properties
confiscated during the reign of his father to tlesuners, freed all prisoners and
gave out a large sum of moneyddsrity.
Al-Mahdi did not condone heresies during tagn.
The age long animosity between Muslim and the Bima was renewed when
the incumbent regent; Irene reneged on Byzantitreay with the Muslims to
paytribute
Irene succumbed to al-Mahdis forces and signethantreaty that contained
high penalty.
Al-Mahdi’s administration which followed Persiaroael was influenced blyis
wife Khaizuran and his chamberlaialit ibn Yinus.
He died in 165A.H/785.C.E. at the age of 43 and stecceeded bAl-H adi
Al-Hadi died leaving behind seven sons and teaghters.

6.0 TUTOR MARKED ASSIGNMENT

Despite the general assessment of al-Mahdi as @abbland generous leadbg
was described as a man who did not give room frogdies. Juxtaposes
ambivalent position with validxamples.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

An insight into the lives and reign of two CaliplagMahdi and his successsn
al-Hadi dominated our discussion in the last unit. In tmg& howeverdiscussion
shall focus on BErun ar-Rasfkd and this shall include his ascension andriti@l
challenge faced by his administration, his warshe Byzantines anah
assessment of his religious and social lives. thteh to this shall be amsight
into his achievements, the fall of the Barmacideslasdeath.

OBJECTIVES

By the end of this unit, you should be atde
Discuss the initial challenges faced by Caliginid ar-Rasid immediately he
assumed power
Analyse his religious and social livesdatails
Explain vividly his war with th&yzantines
Have deeper knowledge of lashievements
Digest the issue of succession and finallyd&ath.
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3.0 MAIN CONTENTS
3.1 Haran ar-Rashid (166-189AH./786-809CE.)

3.1.1 His Ascension and InitialChallenges

At the request of al-Mahdi and the resignationlains to succession by Ja'fdre

young son of al-&idi, Hartin the second son of al-Mahdi became the next afler
the'Abbasid Empire. He ascended the throne in 166A.H./785 &t the agef

twenty-five and bore the title ar-Radl{one who follows the right path). Asvan
gifted with abundant talent,arin is reputed to be one of the most successfets
in history. The history of his ascension, which kealthe beginning of glorious
era in the history of Muslim rule in Asia, cannetdomplete withoutentioning
therole of those talented people in the service sfempire. One of these wiais
mother Khaizuran; who was earlier on discussed.dderbearing influencever
herson was the re-enactment of this same thing shduwding the reign o€aliph
Mahdi; her husband. More important than this waswhay Hiriin utilized theGod
given talents of the Barmacide family to achievecgss. Yahya ibn Barmalkis
teacher and advser became his vizier while his abkadl, Ja’far, Nisa and
Muhammad occupied different offices at differentés in the empird=or
example, when Yahya became old, the office of thervwas transferred to hson
Ja'far who also became the Caliph’s boon comparienwvas said to biéeral,
enlightened and highlgultured.
Hartn faced his first test to leadership when YahyaAbdullah; a member dli’'s
family declared himself as caliph in Deilem. To lde#h the situation, Erin senta
strong force of 50,000 men under the command &&al-who; instead of warsed
his diplomatic intiative to induce Yahya into sulssion with the promise oftagh
office at the court in Baglad. Upon a very strong assurance that he had retaive
royal amnesty, Yahya arrived at Bagtldand was given a rousy welcomédter
some time Yahya fell victim of an accusation fonspiracy and jailed, whete
eventually died. To forestall any possible and aapénteaction
from the Alids over this incident,3rin also brought into Baghd, Miisa al-Kazim
the son of Ja’far as -Sadiqg who also died shoftbravards.

Apart from the above, the early part odrkin’s reign witnessed an uprising tbie
Kharijites in Hulwan under the command of a bealtddy called LailaThe
incapability of the imperial forces to break thaeks of these formidablebels

necessitated the application of a subtle meth@ppeéaling to their leader; Laila

lay down their arms. This method, adopted by onh®iCaliph’s generals ard
relation of Laila did the magic. Laila deserted tbkels and the Kharijitdsecame
weak; a situation that led to their total defeat dispersal.

Similar incidents also occurred both in Syria amdifrica. In Syria for example
serious and violent conflict had broken out betwienNorthern Arabs arttieir
Southern brethren. The war which continued for y&ars was later suppressed
peace restored there. The case of Africa was dlsermus concern to th@aliph.
The Berbers and the Kharijites were always fornmgntioubles and disturbirthe
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peace in the area. Althougth the governor in chafdkis area namedarthama
ibn Ayan did his ulmost best to keep these insurrastio check; the sanmeuld
notapply to his successors who were too weak to e sdime. Againghe
background that Africa had little or no prospectramey had to come frothe
central treasury to run its administration, ibn Ahagreed to pay to tlentral
treasury, a sum of 40,000 dinars annually on canditthat the Caliph woulgrant
him the independent hereditary governorship ofpteeince. Upon the advicd
Harthama, Hriin accepted this proposal and handed over the gorstripof
Africa to Ibrahim ibn Aghlab and his descendants. It is worthydterihat withthis
development, no ‘Abisid Caliph exercised authority beyond the westeyntierof

Egypt.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE1

Briefly explain the challenges faced by Calipéirith in the early period diis
reign and how he was able to overcahem

3.1.2 His war with the Byzantines

The treaty signed by Empress Irene with Caliph akifl on the payment afibute
was not pleasing to the Byzantines. She was owevtihby her chancellaralled
Nicephorus. Emperor Nicephorus who reigned betvi@&2#.H./802C.Eand
191A.H./811C.E. revoked the treaty and throughaspondence, demandibe
immediate return of the tribute already paid toi@aHartn. Furious at thietter,
Haran replied agollows:
‘In the name of God, the Merciful, the Compassien&tomHaran
the commander of the believers, to Nicephorusgdtteof aRoman.
Verily | have read your letter oh son of an infidebther. As fothe
answer: it shall be for your eyes to see and not gar tohear.
True to his word, Caliph &tin set off with his forces on the same dayn
Raqggahand together they entered the Byzantine terriémiy captured marf
their strongholds which included the port of Hiracleho&ked at the levelf
casualty recorded on his side, Nicephorus suefddace. His prayer wasanted
onthe ground that he would pay increased tributbécCaliph. Nicephorus was
renege on this agreement later on when he discoveat the Caliph hackturned
and raided the Muslim territories for the secomngkti Once again, the Caliph hiad
advance with his forces and engaged Nicephorusviers battle that also resulted
in heavy loss on the part of the Byzantines. Nicephbrmself begged fqreace
which was also granted for the second time by the Cal@anwhile an
insurrection broke out in Khurasan and the pre-patian of the Caliph withts
settlement was seen as another opportunity by Rarejs to break the treasygned
between him and the Caliph. He captured many Musinitories,
plundered their properties and carried away marpriasners of war. For théird
time, the Caliph who was now weary had to proceginst theByzantines,
recovered all territories and captured many ofrthessessions.#tiin’s advance
towards Constantinople; the capital frightened Nim&us and in hisharacteristic
manner sought for pardon and was at the same tiamtagl although in the facé
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humiliating treaty. This includes the personal isition of somestringent
measures and conditionalities on the members dahidy. For theumpteenth
time, he displayed his insincerity to agreemeriteabroke the treatn
188A.H./808C.E. by dealing a severe blow on thelivhss The problenat
Khurasan would not permit CaliphaHin to deal immediately with thstuation.
His plan to fight back at a later date was alsotadite as he dieshortly
afterwards.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISEZ2

The Byzantine war with Caliphafin can be described as one war itaeny.
Discuss

3.2 An Assessment of His Ife

3.2.1 His Religious Lie
Caliph Hiran was remarkably religious and highly devoted ®dbservancef
Islamic rituals. It was reported that he used tdquen one hundred units ofzfilah
daily and give out one thousadiothamsin alms. He had personally led tb&avan
of pilgrims to Hajj about nine times and took aldagye numbers ahdigent
pilgrims on each occasion. Zubayda, his wife wae atported to have spehtee
million dinarswhich also included the expenses she personallgnmasupplythe
people of Makkah with water from a spring tweniefmiles away during onef
her pilgrimages. Acting under the influence of hisevEubayda, CalipRlaran
nominated his eldest son al-Amas his successor in 170A.H./791C.E. aiytht
years later his second son al- Mamfrom a Persian mother becamelies
apparent. During the pilgrimage performed in conypairhis wife and théwo
sons in 182A.H./802C.E., a document binding thethéoarrangement ofie
succession was signed and depositd€aiiba

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISES

Caliph Hirtin’s generosity and that of his wife portrayed theestpeople whbad
the welfare of their subjects in mirdiscuss

3.2.2 His Social Lfe

Despite his religiousnessakHin lived opulent life. His royal palace was said to
haveconsisted of many annexes for harems, eunuchspawial functionariesho
occupied almost one third of the whole BagghcHis audience chamber wasl|
decorated with rugs, curtains and cushions, whietewhe best products fraime
Orient at the time. His wife Zubayda showed so npe$sion for elegan@nd
distinction that she would never allow any vessel$er table except the onede
with gold or silver. She was reputed to be the fwsornament her shoesth
preciousstones.
Haran had a passion for poets and music so much tbatelebrated libertingoet
of the period Ala Nuwas became his boon companion on maagturnal
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adventures. Other boon companions afif included one I@him, atalented
singer who earned a monthly salary of 10,80@rs and ibn Jami as wedls
Mukhanaq whose talented voice earned him a setltebgaliph’sside.
Caliph Hirtin was really great in character and achievemer.ofiy defect ohis
character was his occasional out burst of suspemhtemper. On accountbis,
he was not just to the Barmacides and the Alidss ¢&n however be excusied
that such instances are few anafiih exercised his autocratic power wiffeat
discretion and fairness. For his pastime, ar-Rhishcredited with being thi@st
‘Abbasid caliph to have played and encouraged chesaydabvas reputein
have presented her husbandritth with ten maidens one of whom becatme
mother of al-Ma’nin and another adl-Mu‘tasim.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE4

How would you reconcile the attitude of Calipbrih as a deeply religiousan
with his penchant for luxuriouge?

3.3 HisAchievements

As a ruler, Caliph Eran saw to the general welfare and happiness ofdoplpas
heled by example. For instance, he usually wentufiathe streets of Bagialat
night to check the condition of the people andrtndorelief to the oppresseohd
theneedy. He equally used to tour his empire frequémirder to asseshe
security situation of his people. The perfect seg@and peace that reignédring
his period was so manifest that pilgrims, tradei$ @thers could freely mowabout
in the empire. His organizational ability was supéZaliph Hiriin introducedh
postal system that kept the Caliph informed offal happenings in hempire.
This however was not without the administrativeraen of Yahya hi8armacide
counselor. The encouragement given layid on agriculture, industrgnd
commerce resulted in an unusual prosperity in thpiee. The stories dhe
‘Arabian Nights’ was an indication of the great aosrcial activities of hisme.
At the intellectual level, Bin attracted men of learning to his capital. tign
witnessed an upsurge in the number of juristsppbiphers and poessnong
others. In other words, Bagidibecame the centre of learning and cultuth
scholars such as al-AsrigAbdullah ibn Idris al-Sifi 1, Isa ibn Yanus andSufyan
Thawri and other learned men holding sway durisg@ign. Furthermore,@yrian
physician named Yuhanna (Yahya) ibmddwayh, a pupil of Jibrilon-Bakhtishu
and a teacher of Hunayn ibn Ishaq was said to tramslated sommedical
manuscripts which the Caliph had brought from Aacmnd Amorium. Ab Yusuf,
the great jurist was his chiefa@. Hariin gave systematic shape to thenafi
School of law and enlarged the translation burdal-Mangir by spendingnoney
generously for itexpansion.

As a soldier, Caliph krin was daring, dashing and strategic. He persolellyis
armies to war and other rebellions and disturbantisscampaign againgte
Byzantine Emperor Nicephorus is a testimony ofrésourcefulness assaldier
anda commander. In fact it was at this war that hthér gave him thieonorific
title; ar-Rasid (follower of the righpath).
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Harin was also said to be the first to introduce fleddpitals and ambulances
camels which always accompany the army when obdtkite front. CalipiHaran
constructed many mosques, colleges, schools, atspispensariespads,
bridges, and canals all of which ranked him asairibe greatest rulers bistory.
By his achievements also, the glory of his nameagbfar and wide. Ifact,
exchange of envoys and presents took place betiveedaliph and th€hinese
emperor as well as Charlemagne, the king ofridoeks.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISES

Enumerate and explain the actions and achievertt@aitsnade some people
conclude that Briin’s government was the best in the world duringims.

3.4 Fall of the Barmecides

Haran’s reign of glory and unprecedented achievemeantslargely due tthe
meritorious services of the distinguished familyBairmak that serveldaran’s
empire with distinction for seventeen years (168A.81./786-803C.E.) The
people were prosperous’ says Amir Ali, “the emiagl grown rich andtrong,
national wealth had increased and the arts ofizedllife werecultivated
everywhere”. However it remains a mystery how sarchilustrious familyshould
have a sudden fall. Several factors were givehasdasons why caliphaHin had
decided to dispense with that family that served o well. One factor statehlat
a personal quarrel had occurred betwearikland Ja'far which was attributeddo
secret marriage between Ja'far arati’s sister called ‘Abbasa. Accordingttoe
famous historian Ibn Khaldun however, the greatgromielded by théarmacides
was the real cause of their downfall. This mayb®tar from the truth fothe
following reasons: (1) they had been in the corrmfgoower for long, (2Caliph
Haran was not only young and inexperienced, he was mioless like a childo
Yahya; the patriarch of the family. Their influenoeall aspects of th€aliph
administration have been domineering be it civilitary or revenue. It wasven
guoted that their seizure of authority got to ateekthat ar-Rast wasoften
forced to the necessity of asking for and not olig from the Chancell@mall
sums of money. Ibn Khaldun, also quoted in Rahimewithat their influenceras
unlimited and their renown had spread in everyadtioa as all faces turnédwards
them for assistance. Their popularity there forerskadowed that of thaimaster
and this was highly detestable to the caliph. T®ehtent, the situatiocannot
continue forlong.

Apart from the above, it is equally important tdenthat this unlimiteghower
would naturally arouse the jealousy of other courtieéth@ court of thealiphs.
More important than these were the fundamentallprob of conflicts drawalong
party and religious lines in the court. The Barrdasiwho played major rol@s
the ‘Ablasid ascendancy to power were Persians. The Arabsaglbconstituted
another group of the palace officials naturally Better about the rising profilend
influence of the Persians and were there fore tegpkor an opportunity to returo
the status quo. From the angle of religious doetalso, the Barmacidesre

Shiites and the Sunnis who felt edged out now whitteevive their rightfuplace
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in the Caliphate. In addition, personal rivalryweeen al-Fadl ibn Rabihe
Chamberlain and the leader of the Arab group aedBtrmacides made tif@mer
to engage in plots of discrediting the latter befitre caliph whenever he hidu
opportunity. The matter got worst when informatspmead that thBarmacides
were plotting to overthrow th€aliph.
All the above factors were better summarized bguathor who stated that ‘dfie
many factors which led toafiin’s action may be mentioned (a) injured pride:
sense of being dominated and the desire to asseseli, a desire which wouldot
meet a favourable reaction from the Barmacidegh@)ncitements of &tiin by
rivals and enemies of the Barmacides especialiaal-b.Rabi'.

Based on suspicion therefore, the Caliph orderadJéfar be put to deathis
father and brothers imprisoned and their propecoediscated. While Yahyand
al-Fadl died in prison, Muhammad was afterwaedsased.

The end of this illustrious family did not only nkathe decline of Persianfluence
in administration, it also ushered in the emergaiderab influence once agaas
al-Fadl ibn Rabi got the office of PrinMinister.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISEG6

Explain the factors that led to the downfall of Bermacides.

3.5 Hisdeath

Haran’s attempt to deal with the rebellion in Khurasegan when he sent ook
his sons called al-Ma’ian to Marw as an advance party while he himigldwed
with the rest of the army. No sooner had he arratetie village calle@anabad
nearTus than the illness from which he had been suigesince he lefRaqga
relapsed and took a serious turn. Sensing thatiiment may claim his lifehe
called on all the members of his family and gawel&st advice. He urged them
be faithful in the observation of their engagememd the maintenance ahity
among themselves. He also asked them to take amerpra of his two growap
children so that one does not rebel against ther otte ordered that his emplve
shared among the two sons namely alfArfrom his wife and cousin Zubaydad
al-Ma’miin. By this arrangement, al-Amwho was the eldest was to take azre
Iragq and Syria in the west while the eastern proishould be under the contodl
al-Ma’miin.Caliph Hiriin died in 189AH/809CE after a reign of twenty—thyears
and sixmonths.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISEY
Briefly state the last advice given by Caliphrkh to his family before hdied.

4.0CONCLUSION

Three factors seem to have played positive rolthenife of Caliph Hrian and that

of his administration. One is the talent by whiehwas bestowed by God; two was

his experience as a young man who had seen whaniathation was all about and
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three was the quality of people who supported himmis administration. Bubr
these factors, his suppression of many insurregtwars with the Byzantinesd
other laudable achievements could not have beesippesMust importantly iso
say that notwith standing all these activitieswaes still able to attenadequately
to his family and his religiouactivities

5.0SUMM ARY

At the age of 25 krin ar-Rasid became the fifth Caliph of thébbasid
Empire in166A.H./786C.E.
The success story ofarin was largely due to his natural talent and theettp
of notable officials among who were the famous Bauiaes.

Hariin engaged in several wars with Byzantine under Eanpdicephorusand
each war ended in favour ofiHin only to resume again after cessatiofiref
called at the instance of Nicephorus who usualé/fsupeace.

The last attempt by the Caliph to eliminate thedhtines decisively was not to
be as he fell sick; an ailment that eventuallyrakd his life.

Harian was deeply religious but this does not have amnjfscant impact orhis
social life as a man who has a passioriurury.

Hartn bestrode every aspect of administrative life 8keolossus be it social,
religious or intellectual.

His policy was welfarist as he devoted much timpdace andecurity.
Account varies as to the actual reason why Caifrfan played the inglorious
role of persecuting the Barmacides who contribstechuch to the success

story by which Hriin was known as the best ‘Addd ruler inhistory.
Whatever the reasons, the incident remained aggexkin the history of the
caliph and his administration.

6.0 TUTOR MARKED ASSIGNMENT

The reign of Hriin marked a brilliant period in the history of tidbasid
CaliphateDiscuss.
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Unit 2 AL-AM IN (189-192AH/809-813CE) AND AL-MA’'MUN
THE GREAT (192-213A.H./813-833C.E.)
CONTENT
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2.0 Objectives

3.0 MainContent

3.1 Al-Amin and al-Ma’niin and the issue @@aliphate
3.1.1 Ascension of al-Am to the Caliphate
3.1.2 The Wars between al-Amandal-Ma’'min
3.2 al-Ma’mun the Great: His Ascension and the Role of al-HadSahl.
3.3 Attempt to Return the Caliphate to the Hous®lohammad ands

Consequence
4.0 Conclusion
5.0 Summary

6.0 Tutor marke@dssignment
7.0 References/ Furtherading

1.0 INTRODUCTION

In the last unit, the reign ofddin ar-Rastd was discussed. In this unit, stughall
be focused on the ascension of aliAno power and the fratricidal whaetween
him and his brother al-Ma’om. It will also discuss the circumstances thatttethe
proclamation of al-Ma’'mn as Caliph. Furthermore, the unit shall expth&
rationale behind al-Ma’'an’s initial attempt to return the Caliphate to Pr@phet’s
household and the consequences ofdttampt.

1.0 OBIECTIVES

By the end of this unit, you should be atue
Know about al-Ann came tgpower
Understand the causes of the feud between ah/Aamd al-Ma’'nan hisbrother
Discuss the reason for al-Maiim's attempt to return the Caliphate to the family
of the Prophet and its consequence.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1 Al-Amin and al-Ma’miin and the issue ofCaliphate

3.1.1 Assumption of al-Aniin to the Caliphate

When Caliph Hrin died in 189A.H./809C.E. al-Aim was in Baghad whileal-
Ma’'man was in Marw as the governor of the Eastern peviithe news diis
death, necessitated the movement of alifrom his palace in Marw t(the
Imperial palace) in Baglad. With the imperial seal, sword and the rayantle,
al-Amin led the first public prayer as Caliph and deledethe Khutbah. Theath
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of allegiance given by the troops and the citizeaqgped it all and thummerged
Muhammad al-Armn as his father’s successor. Ascension of ai#AtmCaliphate
made it mandatory for al-Ma'am to recognize his brother and declarelbyslty
to him particularly in consonance with the wish aittfather on successioftom
his headquarters therefore; al-Mamun congratultieedew Caliph and alsent
him somepresent.
By character assessment, al-lirwas described as a feeble minded fellimn;
loving and given to pomp and pageantry. Engagemdnvolities when hevas
supposed to face the affairs of the state randwemment bankrupt. good
example of such pastimes was the ballel he orgdnvié enormous monegpent
in securing the services of one hundred beautifld,ggach in splendid attire and
decorated with pearls all danced in unison to tfelsarmony of music. He was
said to have spent lavishly on jugglers and buftmeell as sooth sayers all of

whom were employed from all parts of the empirés therefore not surprisirthat
while al-Ma’min’s province was thriving, the empire itself whalhAmin hadleft
in the hands of the ambitious but incompetent vigias drifting to a ruinThese
traits which eventually made him fell victim of ttreacherous plan of al-Fabh
Rabi who later became his vizier also played magtas in the early terminatiasf
his reign as well as hige.
Historical accounts had shown that the army ta&dfthiurasan during thaying
days of Hirin had been willed over to al-Maiim as a necessary measurether
defence of the Eastern provinces where the latsrthe governor. Howeveshen
the Caliph died and the troops were to be retuto&hghdd, al-Fadl ibrRabi
who was practically the Prime Minister since JaBarmak’s death led themy
back and handed them over to al-#amAware of al-Arnin’s weakness, al-Fadin
Rabi believe his action would put him in a vantpgsition to have a strorwld
onthe emerging government. He was right as the lcatipested him at onagith
the dignity of vizier and distributed two years paydvance among the troogis
least to pacify them against any eventyaising.
With al-Fadl ibn Rabi virtually in control of al-Aim's government the ne@aliph
indulged himself in what he knew how to do bestitug his court to centref
amusement with musicians, dancing girls and otlégsspent stateoney
extravagantly othese.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXECISE1

Explain briefly the three personal traits that haegative effects othe
administration of al-Artn as aCaliph.

3.1.2 The Wars between al-Adm and al-Ma’mian

Al-Fadl ibn Rabi’'s conspiracy with al-Aim against al-Ma’rin on the issue dhe
army and the treasury made him uncomfortable aseture against thmossible
accension of al-Ma’mn in future. To make this impossible, al-Fadl Rabi
instigated the Caliph against the choice of al-Maimas his successor. TRaliph
would not initially listen to this but with the viea’s persistence and thatafother
courtier named ‘Ali ibrisa ibn Mahan he succumbed to pressure. To peitfiesct
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strategy, al-Ma’'mn was summoned to Bagiulbut the clever governor did ngo
as he gave an excuse that it would not be safieifoto leave the province tte
time. Seeing this as an effrontery, al-Amannounced the depositionafMa’'miin
from his government and directed that his namelghowlonger be mentionend
the Fridaykhutbah
Al-Am1in thereafter nominated his infant son calle@shn flagrant
disregard to their father’s wish and gave him tthe; @l-Natiq bi-I- haggmeaning
the proclaimer of Truth’ and a little while aftesisecond son as his heir under the
title al-Qaim bi-I -haqq(Firm in the truth ‘of theLord’).

In response to this breach of faith and agreenaéia’ man tightened uphe
security of his province by putting whoever entatathder seriousurveillance
Meanwhile, Caliph al-Amm had sent for the document deposited at Ka&tatiaing
the succession agreement and tore it into piedesbattle line was then drawas
the Caliph raised an army, fifty thousand strong dispatched them towar&ayy
under the command of Ali ibisa ibn Mahan. Al-Ma’ntin who was also fighting
self defence did not sit idle. Al-Aim’'s force met in May 190A.H./811C.tith
Al-Ma’'min’s troop of forty thousand men under the lead@rshiTahir ibn
Husain. The Caliph’s troop was defeated and Alil#arkilled with some of hisnen
either dispersed or made to defect ahiFs side. While this war wagsn,
persecutiorcontinued in Baghatl. Al-Fadl ibn Rabi used his position to seilze
sum of hundred thousadrhampresented to al- Ma'tm and kept in the caid
Naufal; a man who doubled as the guardian to alahia’s two infantchildren.
This brazen show of high handedness received critiism the people againgte
caliph and hiwizier.

The defeat of al-Afim’s force neccessitated his decision to raise yetheerforce
comprising twenty thousand strong men under AbdainsRan b. Jabal&Vith
Tahir still as the commander of al-Matm’'s army; al-Anin force wasalso
defeated. This victory was followed by conquest@sr occupied the territoriesf
Hamadan. Further reinforcement afhlr’s forces included that of Hartharian
Ayan and Zuhair all of whom dealt a devastatingubdm the Caliphs army.he
continuous match ofahir forces through many towns was so overwhelrttirag
within a short time, he had covered the whole Be/Ai-Ma’'min at this periodlid
not only assume the title &fmir al-Ma'minin (commander of the faithful), heas
also proclaimed the caliph in those conquered plBlse exploit of therincipal
adviser to al-Ma’'mn called al-Fadl ibn Sahl in this war earned hien plost otthe
Minister of war(Amr al-harb)in addition to the post of chancellortbie
excheque(Amir ul-Kharaj). By virtue of his former post therefore; al-Féautl
Sahl was invested with the overall control througiitbe principality, accordingp
Ali ‘from Tibet to Hamadan, from the Indian Ocearnthe Caspian Sealhe
preoccupation of the two brothers in this fratradidiar provided an opportunitgr
a rebellion in Syria where the leader of a groéi;b. Abdullah b. Khalid bYazid
b. Mu‘awiyah called on people to accept him as|@allThe same applies tioe
grandson of the warrior Maslamah both of whom cawtimatchheir
proclamatiorwith rigorous actions and within a short time;mog was heardf
themagain.
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The continuous extension of occupied lands by alrMa forces was so rapitiat
many governors under caliph al-Amwere forced by necessity to acknowledge
Ma'man’s authority. These include Abbas ibn aed the governor oKifa,
Mandir ibn Mahdi; governor of Basrah andii2l ibnIsa the governor of theloly
cities of Makkah and Madah. Al-Ma’miin forces at last advancealvards
Baghdid from different directions and laid siege on titg.d~or monthghis
situation continued and al-Amwho had almost emptied the treasurpiosecute
this war was now in a precarious position as allstipporters had desertac.
Occupation of the eastern part of Bagih@dy Tahir was enough signals fat-
Amin to know that the game was over. He had no alteendian to handimself
over to his brother al-Ma’'im upon whom he still reposed some confidencdeal
was struck with al-Ma’'min’s generals that al-Am should surrender himset
Harthama while his instruments of office handedrdgelahir. With this
arrangement concluded, the Caliph left his Baghabode and togetheith
Harthama boarded a boat on their journey to Maihis journey turned out toe
ill-fated as some cruel Persian soldiers sank thaat. While Harthama wasscued
by one of his boatmen, al-Ammanaged to swim ashore. The unlucky Caljak
captured by these heartless soldiers and confinadcobusevhere
some Persians broke into during the dead of thiat;nkgled him and had hisead
displayed on the walls of Bagidithe following morning. This evemthich
occurred in 192A.H/813C.E. was to the discomfifral-Ma’min whoreceived
the news of his brother’s death with grief. To shosvanger, he directed thae
murderers be punished. As a way of compensatidgrah’s sons also at least
some extent, al-Ma’imm adopted them, gave them all the privileges duleam

and when they grew up they were married tadaisghters.

The death of al-Afim at twenty-eight and a reign that spanned foursyaadeight
months was seen by many historians as anotherryigfdhe Persians ovéne
Arabs as Al-Ma’niin’s mother was a Persian and whatever roles goaterful

generals like Al-Fadl ibn Sahl, harthama amtilibn Husain could plags

Persians in securing their sister’s son is notfeorten futility. Moreover, thewar
to Persians is also worthwhile in that it markeel tavival of Persiamfluence

which had been lost since the fall of B& macides.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISEZ2

How would you describe the tenure of al-Znas a Caliph ofslam?

3.2 Al-Ma’miun the Great: His Ascension and the Role of al-Fadl

ibn Sabhl.

Al-Ma’min became the undisputed Caliph of the ‘A&l empire after thdeath
of al-Amin in 192A.H./813C.E. Al-Ma’'in however did not resume at ttepital
in Baghdid. His devotion to philosophy and speculative soegemade hinnemain
at Marw; his base as governor; and only left the cabdf his administrations
the hands of his prime Minister: Al-Fadl ibn SabBiit to commit such &ast
empireinto the hands of a man who lacked the adminiggaapacity to contrat
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was a big mistake. No sooner had the ambitiousd Ktimister took up thigb
thanhe faced an outbreak of troubles in many parte@empire. Nasr ibSabath
from the Umayyad house had risen against al-Mia’'m Syria with the purposaf
restoring the Umayyad dynasty; and for more them years defied thienperial
troops. Hasan ibn Sahl faced serious threat infhay the vagabonds whwere
not happy at his appointment by his brother. Fromlzgroangle were thalids
descendants who saw this period as an opportundgiatm their right tahe
Caliphate. Representing these agitators was ibatéhah’ the man had fepeople
pledging their loyalty to the family of the prophHin Tabataba’, with theupport
of Abi Sakya attacked Hasan ibn Sahl, defeated him and estaldla controbver
the entire southern Irag. Ibn Tabataba’ was labvésgned by Al Sasya andwas
replaced with a young man from the Alids called Moimad ibn Muhammadba
Sa#ya advanced further with his troops and occupiest&Madin andWagt.
They also captured Makkah, Miadh and Yaman. The chain of victorresorded
by these Alids spurred them more and they decidedke their ways to Kufé
timely intervention of Harthama ibn Ayan who cameesponse to distress cayl
Hasan ibn Sahl saved the situationiAlaraya and his troops werercilessly
routed and the captured areas restored. Pdriya fled to Mesopotamia anaas
later captured and killed. The defeat oftd®afiya consolidated the ‘Alasidrule
in Irag and Arabia. After suppressing the uprisind\bfi Sagya, Harthama gahe
order from the Vizier to move to Egypt, but he wbabt obey him. Instead heas
prepared to go to Marw and inform him about whdtappening in thealiphate
andthe dangerous consequence it portends. On andaaihama told th€aliph
about the problems at hand and the catastrophendnatesult if quick action isot
taken. What transpired later and the circumstahbésaleath remainedraystery
ashistorical facts differed concerning it. Howeuie ones of Harthama'’s delzdl
to a violent riot in Baghatl; particularly in the army where he wadremely
popular and marked the commencement of a new ograsnd total disobediente
Hasan ibn Sahl’s order and that of his brother. &y this; al-Manar ibn Mahdi
was elected to replace Hasan as governor and timef@accepted on tle®ndition
that he would act until the arrival of al-Matimin Baghdd or his nominatiowof
somebody else agpvernor.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISES
Assess the roles of Harthama in the consolidati@t+Ma’miin’s government.

3.3 Attempt to Return the Caliphate to the House oProphet

Muhammad and its Consequence

In 194A.H./815C.E., while al-Ma’iin was still at marw he made a spiristempt
to return the Caliphate to the Prophet’s housecging for the Fatimide Imali
[ll, son of Masa from Madna. After his public pronouncement that he fouod
one else qualify for the exalted post of Calipteahis demisegl-Ma’man
announced Imam Ali's name as his heir apparent thigftitle; ar-Ridanin ali
Muhammadneaning the acceptable among the children of Muhaginmhichis
shortened to ar-Rida. To further confirm his plahMa’min announced thiean
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on the black colour of the ‘Alalsid and the introduction of the Green colthat
belongs to the Fatimid. These actions elicited spwous reactions froms
‘Abbasid brethren who declared al-Maimis deposition and elected #tfm ibn
Mahdi as Caliph. This incident led to total pandeiam in Baghdd as therevas
virtually no government in control. There were ddsrs and the brigands$
Baghdid used this opportunity to unleash terror in thartseof the people. None
including the elites was safe and this called fergdance committee tbring
things back to order. Further social disorder lmeofparts of the empiggrticularly
in Irag and Hijiz was so frightening as to suggest that al-Maits caliphatéhas
collapsed.

In the midst of these crises; ar-Rida served asdkigng grace. He personailgnt
to Caliph al-Ma’nin and acquainted him with the true state of afféeginning
from the suppression of truth by his vizier; toalaim’s election ananost
importantly his (ar-Rida) unpopularity among th@ple as to his nomination &z
Caliph. On inquiry, ar-Rida’s facts were corrobedhby others who added tledt
Ma’'min lost in Harthama, a faithful servant through aiFsvindictiveness.
These startling revelations informed al-Maiin's instant decisions to moves
empire’s headquarters to the Capital. Caliph al+iad was on his wato
Baghdid when al-Fadl ibn Sahl was said to have been medda his battat
sarakhs. The Caliph himself and his court hadry &while in Tus where hiseir
apparent, Imam ar-Rida also died suddenly. Thehdeas painful tal-Ma’'man
and to immortalize his good friend, he built a n@esm over his grave ihunis.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISES

Explain the consequences of Caliph al-Mahis attempt to return the caliphdte
the house of the Prophduhammad.

4.0CONCLUSION

The novel idea of dividing the whole empire betweeo sons whavere
prospective candidate’s succession may have beemdjor factor in thé&atricidal
war between al-Afim and al-Ma’'nain. This together with feeble-mindednessd
bad advisers were responsible for the decisiondidatot only ruinal-Amin’s
government but also end his life. But al-Mamalso with his intelligencmade
some mistakes in some aspects of his administratithe hands of amcompetent
vizier and the unilateral decision of chaging ttediss quo of the issus
successionall suggest how limited man reasoning faculty wéen it comes$o
decisionmaking

5.0SUMM ARY

Al-Amin who succeeded his father in 189A.H./809C.E. didamly place the
rein of government in the hands of his viziersytakso led to his downfall as a
result of his feeble mindedness.

Al-Fadl ibn Rabi; treacherously handed over thayaand treasure meant for al-

Ma’'min to the Caliph and was rewarded with the officéhefprime Minister.
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Afraid of possible punishment in case al-Mambecomes the Caliph, the
vizier instigated al-Armn against his brother and convinced him to choase h
infant son as his successor insteadld¥la’'min.
Towards achieveing this grand plan, al-Mamwas summoned but his refusal
to come led to his deposition and the standingrdfde his name should no
more be mentioned iKhutbah.
In addition, Caliph al-Anm declared wars on his brother and ended lopa.
Eventually al-Ariin surrendered himself and was desirous to be takah
mamun who could guarantee his safety.
He could not reach Marw as he was killed by soroeldPersiarsoldiers.
With al-Amin’s death, al-Ma’'min assumed his caliphate post but remained
Marw, also leaving the administration of his empiré¢he hands ofis
incapable PrimMinister.
Ibn Sahl's incapability to quell several insurrens under hinbecame
worrisome to one of his generals; Harthama who tbekbold step to inforral-
Ma’'mun atMarw.
His return from Marw was met with disaster as ieeldinder mysterious
circumstance; an incident that turned the wholetabpaghdid into turmoil as
a result of his popularity among themy.
The situation was further compounded by al-Ma¥s nomination of ar-Rida
as his successor and the pardemonium that followed.
Ar-Rida’s effort at telling the Caliph about thre¢ state of affairs saved the
situation as the Caliph now decided to move histdouBaghdd.

6.0 TUTOR MARKED ASSIGNMENT

The murder of Harthama and the proclamation ofidaRre two majoincidents
that nearly caused the downfull of Al-Maiim's governmentDiscuss.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

The ascension of al-Aim and the rift between him and his brotle+ivia’mun
formed the major topics of discussion in the last.(rhe Caliphate odl-Ma’min
which was briefly introduced in the last unit wok continued here, witspecial

attention to his administration, achievements, @eskcharacters ardkath.

2.0 OBIECTIVES

By the end of this unit, you should be atde
Discuss the style of Al-Ma’'im’s administration
Explain how al-Ma’'nin was able to overcome all insurrections that arose
during his caliphateship
Get acquainted with the achievements of Cadiplla’ min
Highlight his contributions techolarship
Give account of his passion for philosophs@gculations

3.0 AL-MA'M UN THE GREAT

3.1.1 Administration

In 199A.H/819C.E. Caliph al-Ma’'oim made a triumphant entry into Bagddnd
assumed the reigns of government himself. He wamlyavelcome by th@eople
who were happy with his return to the seat of gowent. Al-Ma’ntin restored
peace and order in the city and re-organised hrsrasitration. Heappointed
Hasanthe son of al-Fadl ibn Sahl as the prime Ministahir who wagnitially
made the head of the royal guard later becameitieeoy of the East while alid
was entrusted with the government of the two Hatie€ of Makkkahand
Madinah.Al-Ma’'miin gave the cities of #fa and Basra to his two brothensd
talhathe son of &hir replaced his father as the head of the royafddnother
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son of Tahir named Abdullah; a capable general headed thergment ofSyria
andEygpt.
Apart from Tuesday that was set aside for litegargt scientific discussional|
other days of the week were devoted to the cormfustate affairsAl-Ma’'min
was so meticulous that he took time to attend &r\eudetail of state functioand
keeps proper account of the state treasury. Irtiaddal-Ma'niin establishethe
council of state comprising representatives fromoes communities that madg
the empire. It is therefore common to see Musliesys, Sabians, Christiaasd
Zoroastrians among the council members. This cowas regarded as tHiest
regular constitutional body in the history of taiphate.
Al-Ma’'mn first official assignment was on how to quell theurrection oNasr
ibn Sabath in Syria and gave the task to AbdulbahTiahir; the viceroy incharge
of the area. Abdullah engaged Nasr in fierce batitka the end the latteras
forced to sue for peace and sent to royal courtevhe was pardoned kiye
Caliph. After suppressing this revolt, Abdullah went toyiagwhereanother
insurrection was going on. After subduing the ritelthere, he gave an orderao
body of Spanish Muslims who had settled in Egymitber lay down their arne
leave the province. This group had been disturthiegpeople of Alexandriafter
their expulsion from Umayyad Spain and for theicid®n to leave foCrete;
permission was given. In addition, he assisted tivémnecessary logistids
conguer Crete and settle there it is worthy of nioé two yeargarlier,
Ziyadatullah Aghlab had conguered Sicily and andei& ‘ Abbasid empireunder
Al-Ma’man.

Abdullah also had a rough with a powerful brigaatlex] Babek. Babekelonged
to the Magian sect that had been terrorizing peoptee Northern provinctr
upward of twenty years and had established a stiolthat Mazendrargn
inaccessible mountain fortress. According to teist $hat belivereth
metempsychosis, the rules of morality enforceddtgnh, Christianity andudaism
should not be recognized. Several years of suameaiempts to crush tlsect
proved abortive and when Abdullah forces put serfnessure on Babek, he had
enter into relations with the Greeks with the psgof instigating them tovade
the Muslim territories. The joint forces of this groapd Theophilus, théhen
Byzantine emperor invaded the Muslim territoried &itlled many peopléelhis
treacherous act was met with a reprisal as al-Nla’personally dealt decisiveth
the joint forces in three successive operations.driiemies had no option thian
suefor peace. To guard against future attack of theets al-Ma’'nin embarkean
the construction of a fortified military base atafya, seventy miles north ©&rsus.
He had just begun this project whended.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISEL
Assess the roles of Abdullah as a brilliant soltheal-Ma’min’s army.

3.2 Achievements o&l-Ma’'mun

There is no gainsaying that al-Maiims Caliphate is the most glorious in thistory
of Islam. As a benevolent ruler al-Malimtook great interest in thveelfare
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of his people. Agriculture, commerce and indusloyfished during higperiod
while many educational institutions were opened forgeeral public andere
richly endowed. In the area of intellectual devehgmt, al-Ma’niin’s reignis
unrivalled. His love for intellectualism could nwdve been by accident. Apémdm
al-Ma’miin’s natural endowment, his vast knowlegde in maegsaccountefor
his interest in learning. Al-Ma’mm knew the Queén by rote and earnexkcellence
in its interpretation. He was also versatile irHatith, jurisprudencegyhilosophy
and many other areas of academic endeavour. Daisngign, almost all areads
knowledge were developed. Mathematics, astrondmeystience afmedicine
amongothers made gigantic strides during this gloripeisod ofAsiatic
civilization. His interest in philosophy and sciéietdiscussions was garofound
that every Tuesday was set aside for phigpose.
The intellectual awakening of al-Maim’s period was further re-inforced withe
establishment oBayt al-Hikmah(The House of Wisdom) where there weagious
department of learning. It was in this academy #lat of Greek and anciewbrks
were collected for translation into Arabic so asnake them accessible¢ommon
man. It also became the bureau for original re$eanrks. Because @dequate
provision of essential research facilities, schofatronized this acadenirom
different parts of thevorld.
The cultural change witnessed in this era inclysaple’s general pursiof
Arabic learning at the expense of mother tonguedlaa cultivation oPersian
literature. Among the scholars of this period war8ukhari; one of theollectors
of al-Hadith, Wakidi among the historians and the two ImamafiSandibn
Hanbal both of whom were not only jurists but dlsonders of two of théour
schools of Islamitaw.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE2

By its achievements, al-Ma'‘fn period was considered as the best in the histiory
Islam.Discuss

3.3 Adoption of Mu'tazilism as State Religion byal-Ma’'miin

The natural ingenuity of al-Ma’'am coupled with the influence of soraminent
scholars of his time made him to reason about ¢issiple consequence cdrtain
dogmas which he believed were too rigid and theesfumical it amount$o
political and social progress. In his own judgemér@mounts to treasdor
anyone to adhere to those doctrines in view of thiémate consequenaom
society and state. Some few years to the end oklga therefore he decidéal
emancipate human intellect from these absolete dedar which mangrthodox
jurists were known. He opted for Mutalizilism. Thssct which adherenigere
known as Mu’tazilites got its origin from Wasil ibAta’ and based its doctrines

thefollowing:
[ that man has the free will to choose between goabbvil
Ii that there would neither be corporal resurrattior the visibility of God to
human sight as this would imply that He himself \adsody.

68



ii that Qurian is created and not the identical reproductioa oélestial
original among others.

Al-Ma’'mian went further to pass a law in 213A.H./833C.E. mglacceptancef
the Mu'tazilites doctrine of the creation of Qam'a condition for appointment as
judge. Above all, he adopted Mu'tazilism as theadd state religion andequested

everyone either to conform to it or suffer persexutTo make good his threalt

Ma’'miin established an inquisiton where those who dethisdlogma weréried

andconvicted.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISES

Enumerate and discuss the doctrines of the Mutegiind their impact dhe
people during the al-Ma’om period.

3.4 His Character, Marriage andDeath

Caliph al-Ma’min who was born the day his fatheirbh ar-Rasid ascendethe
throne was described as a well built and good lapknan. He wadistinguished
among members of the ‘Abbid household for his unique traits ligeudence,
determination, clemency, sense of juggement arddlly. Al-Ma’manwas
marriedto Khadijah better known as Buran, the daughténi®izier Hasarbn
Sahl. The marriage was celebrated with pomp andarggy reminiscence tte
magnificence of the court of Bagidlat this epoch. The father of the bride wasl
to have entertained people for seventeen daydansh scale. Buran, lzeautiful
lady was notable for charity as she founded sevaspitals and seminaries
women in Baghad. Buran who had great influence over her husbandwedthe
Caliph for nearly fifty years and died #62A.H/883C.E.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE4

Discuss briefly the effect of al-Ma’tm’s liberal nature on his governmentaas
caliph

4.0CONCLUSION

To students of history, the description of CalipfMa’'mtn’s government athe
best in the history of Islam is no misplaced inwigf the giant stridattained
during that period. The way he bestrode the palitendscape of that empiaad
the deft with which he dealt with multifarious ptetns as they appear gdes
show his firm grip on the empire as a whole. Thiparticularly significant itis
ability to bring back to life an empire that hasakt collapsed due initially taois
absence from the capital. Finally; his achievementgrious areas dfuman
endeavour is an eloquent testimony of a man whe down in history athe
indisputable pride of the house of 'Adsbwithin and outside thempire.
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5.0SUMM ARY

Al-Ma’'min arrived Baghad to personally take over the rein of government an
chose some able lieutenants to take change of pegerpf the administration
Al-Ma’'miin together with his brilliant general Abdullah ihahir did a great

job in suppressing several insurrections that bmKeduring his reign.

The Caliph’s period recorded a prosperous statieaitcommodated people of

different races and religious affiliations

Himself a liberal man, al-Ma’tm secularized his empire and gave particular

recognition to the Mutazilites by adopting theicttones as the official state
religion.

His great passion for intellectual discourse iinfed the gathering of learned

men in various fields in his court where philosaahdiscussions were usually

held.
He foundedayt al-Hikmah(house of wisdom) where mass production of
academic works in translation or original worksalsutook place.

His initial effort at choosing Imam ar-Ridha frahe house of Muhammad as
his successor backfired as his ‘ARl brethren vehemently opposed this.
Al-Ma’mun married Buran the daughter of his vizier HasanShhl in a
societal marriage; few of which have been so heltie history of Islam.
Before his death in 213A.H./833C.E. having sppe®rinty years and eight

months; he nominated his brother Mu’tasim as hisdgparent against the
popular choice of his son Abbas who was then engthe support of tharmy.
Al-Ma’miin would be remembered for his forebearance, magngnand
liberality among others.

6.0 TUTOR MARKED ASSIGNMENT

Explain in detail, the contributions of al-Matm to intellectual development
Islam
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

In the last unit, an extensive study of al-danand al-Ma’nain was made. Ithis
unit, we shall focus on al-Mutasim and al-Wathidietwo were the last caliphs
the glorious era of the ‘Alaisid caliphate. In addition, the unit shall g
appraisal of the ‘Abdisid caliphate during the sarae.

2.0 OBIECTIVES

By the end of this unit, you should be able to
Discuss the rise of al-Mutasim, and al-Wgtimto theCaliphate
Highlight major incidents that characterized tifie bf each of them aSaliphs.
Give an account of the *Alabid administration during the glorioesa.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 Al-Mu‘tasim (213-222A.H./833-842C.E.):
Ascension, Administration and Achievements

Before the death of Caliph al-Matm, he had nominated his brother Ehashis
successor. Ishg ascended the ‘Alakid throne in September 213A.H./833WEh
the name o&l-Mu‘tasim bi-llah(meaning he who takes refuge in Allahbje
reason for his choice by al-Maim could not be ascertained as his son ‘Zwho
was very popular with the army should have beemseho Al-Mu‘tasim’smaturity
may have favoured his choice by al-Ma'mas the better candidate to maintaie
continuity of action. The popularity enjoyed by ‘Bds almost causedisaffection
among the army who were not disposed to the cludibéu‘tasim, but ‘Ablas, not
willing to go against his father’s wish pledgedegiance to al-Mu‘tasirand
persuaded the army to supploirh.
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Lack of confidence in the army made Mu’tasim tanfiarew bodyguardsonsisting
of the Turkish slaves. This new element introduosalthe army whichvas
hitherto composed of Arabs and Persians was aldatatier which ultimately letb
the collapse of the Caliphate. The bodyguards weder the command difieir
own officers who were directly under the sovereighey wereherefore
completely separated from the Arab and Persiapsbefore long, thguards
became too powerful and Caliph al-Mu‘tasim, feelimgecure moved withis
favourite corps to Samarra, north-east of Baghddmtre he built a palader
himself and trenches that could accommodate twataghand fiftythousand
soldiers. He also provided stables for 160,000dsrg he power of th€urks
reached its zenith when they assumedithéactoauthority on who to deposad
install as sovereign; all at their will apteasure.
Caliph al-Mu‘tasim, though not as brilliant as memediate predecessdajthfully
followed the policy of his great brother. He hadagrinterest in learningnd
patronised scholars. His era witnessed the floungsbf science anghilosophy
under such distinguished scholars as al-Kindi, {thi#éosopher of the Arabsin
pursuance of his brother’s policy on religion, alrkasim recognize®u‘tazilite
doctrines and put many of its adherents in higitesf of the state. Witthis,
Mu‘tazilite ideas continued to dominate the lifelahought of the empirand
whoever refused to accept the doctrine was sevdeglly with. Likeal-Ma’'mum,
al-Mu’'tasim concerned himself with the welfare @6 people. It is remarkabtbat
under his benevolent rule, agriculture, industr¢g @ammerce prospered apelople
lived in peace and happiness. The reign of Mu‘tasimessedhe
appearance of some people on the bank of the Tigrierizing the peoplef
Baghdid and adjoining territories. The forces sent by@laéiph engaged them
severe battle for seven months after which thesesdered themselvestioe
Muslim generals who brought them to Bagtid They were settled on tfi@ntiers
of Cilicia.
In 217AH /838CE al-Mu‘tasim raised a large armyipged; according to
Hitti ‘as no Caliph’s army before had ever beenipped’ and penetrated intbe
heart of Roman lands and although he temporardgypied Ammuriyyahhis
attempt on the whole was unsuccessful. Also, thaxethe reappearanceRdbek
in Mazendran who was giving trouble to the peoplazerbaijan. Al-Mu‘tasim
hadto deal with him by sending his Turkish generadiiih against him. Aftethree
years of intensive fighting, Babek was defeatedcaapured. He was takém
Samarra where he was executed. While the campgagnst Babek was goiran,
the Byzantine Emperor called Theophilus was attagiie Muslinterritories,
killing several thousands of people and destropiragperties. Al-Mu‘tasim’glan
to advance further in Byzantine territory failednés discovery of a pldb
assassinate him obliged him to abandon the ideaCHtph returned t8amarra,
and got wind of a dangerous rebellion under Madhaagian princef
Tabaristan. His force under Abdullah ibahlr crushed this rebellion afteruch
fighting, and captured him. Madhar disclosed thatTurkish general Afshinad
instigated him to this rebellion. Upon investigatibis statement was foundlie
correct and Madhar was executed. Afshin was codfimé&is house and starven
death.
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Al-Mu‘tasim died in 222A.H./842.C.E. after a reighabout nine years. Heas
the last great Caliph of tHAbbasid dynasty.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISES1

Account for the circumstances that led to al-Muitds movement of theapital
from Baghdd to Samarra.

3.2 Al-Wathiq (222-227A.H./842-847C.E):
Ascension, Administration and Achievements

Abu Ja‘far Harun, son of al-Mu‘tasim succeededatier as the ninth caliph die
‘Abbasid empire and bore the titlal-Watliq bi-llah meaning (the one whiousts
Allah), simply called al-Watly. He was described as an excellent ruieo
combined generosity, forbearance and patience.nAdbke and enlightenedler,
he gave patronage to art and letters and encouragedtry and commerceHis
period withnessed peace, prosperity and progresaindgthegeneral
misrepresentation of his character especially byottthodox writersal-Wathq's
private life was above reproach. He had persomatest in music as he was atso

poet. Al-Wathq continued the Mu'‘tazilite doctrine as a stategreh. Al-Wathiq
favoured the Turks and appointed a Turk named Asd®as “sultan” dreutenant.
Al-Wathiq died in 227A.H./847 C.E. and his death was saltblve closed
generation of able rulers of the ‘Adsid dynasty.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISEZ2

Assess briefly the performancealf\Wathq

3.3 Appraisal of the ‘Abbasid Caliphate during its Early Periods

The early periods of the ‘Alakid dynasty indicated a brilliant period dlitical,
religious and intellectual life. The period is ubyeeferred to as the golden evh
Islam. The foundation laid by its founding fathsush as al-Saffah arad-Mandir
reached its peak in the period between the reifjtieechird caliph, al-Mahdiand
the ninth, al-Wattg, more particularly in the days ofiHin ar-Rashid and hson
al-Ma’min. It was through these two illustrious caliphg tih@ dynasty becanse
success story in the history of Islam. The dicturatgd by the anthologiat-
Thaalibi and cited by Hitti that, of the ‘Abbid caliphs “the opener” wad-
Mandir, “the Middler” was al-Ma’nam and “the closer” was al-Mu‘tad{@71-
282A.H/892-902 C.E.) is therefore credible. Whatmthis period unique cdre
explained asollows:
Adoption of theocratic system of governmentlt is generally believed th#te
achievements of the ‘Alakids during the early period represent the adotidhe
true concept of theocratic state as against thelypsecular state hodifie
Umayyads. The Religious character of the Caliphnduthis period wasdicated
by his accession. These dressings include the en@Biikdah) once worn ke
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Prophet and his scepter. Since they came to powtreocrest of religiorthey
have no option at least during this initial pertbdn to lay stress arligious
aspects to retain the support of the communitythi®©extent therefore, theyade
public observance of religious ceremonies obligatdn addition, caliptduring
the period surrounded himself with men versedlentsc laws whom heatronized
and whose advice on matters of state affairs hghgolwnlike theUmayyad
Empire which was purely Arab in nature and the gorent Arab basedhe
‘Abbasid government was more international with the Ardsming only onef
the many components of the new Neo-Muslim Empite &arly period othe
‘Abbasid era also witnessed a high level diplomaticti@ebetween the Arakend
the outside world. Of particular mention was th@l@mnatic exchange betweére
Franks (Europeans) at the time of Emperor Charlemad.ccording tesome
Western authors quoted by Hitti: ‘This reciproafycordial feelinggound
expression... in the exchange of a number of emlmasdresents.’

The idea of this exchange can be explained in ltiraate desire of both
Charlemagne anddtin to find a possible ally against their hostilegidiours. For
instance, Charlemagne needeatith as a possible ally against hosBlgzantium
while Hariin desired to use Charlemagne against his rivalslaadly foesthe
neighbouring Umayyads of Spain, who had succeededtablishing a mightgnd
prosperous state. The prosperity of the earlyopealso became manifesttime
luxurious living of the Caliphs and the membershadir family, theofficials,
functionaries and other satellites of the impdm@isehold. Regular paymeoft
heavy stipends from the state treasury was matiettamily until the practiceas
discontinued by al-Mu’tasim. Historical accountdicate that Caliph kttn ar-
Rashd’s mother, al-Khayzuran, usually received an ahmeame 0f160,000,000
dirhams. Another source stated that a certain Muhadibn-Sulaymarwhose
property was confiscated on his death by ar-Rias#ft 50,000,000 dirhams oash
and a daily income of 100,000 dirhams from his esshte. Examples cousdill
be drawn from many others who lived opulence lohasng the periodThe
Barmecides represented a good refer@ooat.

The period had its great landmark in the intellacawakening which was
followed by many of their successors in later p@sioThis awakening which had
briefly been discussed under each caliph upon wihfilourished was due ia
large measure to foreign influences, partly IndesR@ and Syrian bumainly
Hellenic. It is therefore not surprising that afiiee establishment of Bagiuithe
Arabic-reading world was exposed to the chief guojghical works of Aristotlghe
medical writings of Galen, as well as of Persiad bBrdian scientific worksHaran
and even al-Maris were said to have got a number of books frometist. Since
many of these works were in foreign languages hadirabians could natad
them, they had at first to depend upon translatade by their subjectamong
whom were Jewish, heathen and more particularlydvies ChristiansThese
Nestorians translated the works first into Syriad then from Syriac intdrabic.
They thus became the strongest link between Hslteaindslam.
Abu-Yahya ibn al-Bitriq is credited to have beea foneer translator @reek
works, having translated for al-Mamghe major works of Galen artippocrates.
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But evidently all these early translations wereamturate and had to bevised
under ar-Ragid andal-Ma’man.

4.0 CONCLUSION

The early period of the ‘Aldsid caliphate indicated an era of able ruieh®se
tenure withessed an empire at the zenith of itsgpowvith the exception dl-
Amin, the zeal and commitment with which they pur$igestate mattergpeak
volume of their foresight, resilience and indudiyywhich they became knowm
world Islamichistory.

5.0 SUMM ARY

Before the death of al-Ma'tm, he has nominated his brother, al-Mu’tassn
Caliph.
Mu’'tasim was not comfortable with the army whosied more loyaltyo

‘Abbas, his nephew than tom.

To safeguard himself against possible army retelt;aised four thousand

bodyguards composed mainly of Turkish slaves.
The freedom given to these guards got into themds and they began to
persecute ythe people.
The caliph, afraid of possible violent reactioornfrthe people moved the seat of
his government to Samatrra.
Al-Wathiq succeeded al-Mu’tasim as the nin#iiph
By character, he was generous patent
His reign was the last among the able rulers ef Albbasid dynasty.
‘Abbasid caliphate reached its zenith during the eaghyoals of itsexistence.
The period witnessed progress gmasperity.

6.0 TUTOR MARKED ASSIGNMENT
Briefly appraise the golden era of the ‘Aisid caliphate.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

In the last unit, we discussed how al-Mu’tasim nubtlee capital from Baglad to
Samarra. In this unit, we shall explain the conseges of this movement aitsd
far-reaching implications on the ‘Absid caliphate. To do this, the ushall
discusshe six successors to al-Waglat Samarra beginning wigt-Mutawakkil
from whose reign the caliphate began to declingvolild also include aappraisal
of the events that characterized fegiod.

2.0 OBIECTIVES

By the end of this unit, you should be atde
Discuss the reign of Mutawakkil and his successo&marra
Explain the consequences of al-Mu‘tasim and hieseuccessor’'s
movement from Bagld to Samarra.
Appraise the events that characterized pleaiod
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2.0 MAIN CONTENTS
AL-MUTASIM (213-222A.H/833-42C.E.)

Muhammad 9.Al-Wathiq 10 Al-Mutawakkil
(222-227A.H/842-7C.E.) (247-50A.H/847-61C.E.)
f |

' I
12.Al-Musta'‘in 11.Al-Muntasir 13.Al-Mu‘taz
(243-7A.H/862-6 C.E.) (242-3A.H/861-2C.H347-50A.H866-LC.K.)

14.Al-Muhtadi 15.Al-Mu’tamid
(247-8A.H/869-70 C.E.)  (248-269A.H/870-92C.E.)

2.1 Caliphs at Samarra: Al-Mutawakkil and His Successa's.

2.1.1 Al-Mutawakkil (227-42AH./847-861CE.)

Caliph al-Watiqg died without appointing any successor. Afterdaath, theQad,
the vizier and other courtiers wanted to give tirerie to his youngon
Muhammad. But the Truks under the leadership ofiégposed thiand
supported the claim of Watiis brother. The will of the Turks prevailed ajaifar
ascended the throne with the titl&l“Mutawakkil ala llah” (the one who reliesn
Allah). He is fondly called “the Nero of the Arabafid was the first Caliph the
period of decline. Al-Mutawakkil was regarded dsaa ruler foris
incompetence, obstinacy and curelty. He begareigs by putting to deattne
vizier Ibn al-Zayyat who was said to have oppossdhccession to thealiphate.
He also put to death his supporter Wasif for hisgance.Al-Mutawakkil
continuedthe persecution of the orthodox scholars untilsteeond year of higign
when he issued a ban on Mu'tazilite doctrine astbred the old dogmazrom
this period, the Mu'tazilites had a hard time is heign as he beganpersecute
them. The @di Abt Dawad, his son Ahmad and other promin®&ht'tazilites
werethrown into prison and their properties confisdatih 230A.H/850C.EAI-
Mutawakkil resumed the early practice of oppressiegAlids and th@ersecution
of the Shiites. He destroyed the tomb of Ali aNalaf and that of al-Husagt
Karbala; two actions that earned him the everlgsitatred of all ShiitesBut
Mutawakkil’s persecution was not confined to thosentioned above aloneon-
Muslims also suffered from his excessiveness. Therg excluded frorthe
employment of the state, and were put in seveharaisadvantages.

His reign witnessed several disturbances like ¢heltions at Armenia,
Hims and other Byzantine lands. The Armenia anddi@ellions were
suppressed after some fighting but the Byzantioersions into Egypt andisia
Minor were serious. In 232AH/852CE, the Byzantidestroyed the Egyptiatoast
and all the fortifications near Tunis. Along thedj they carried many peoye
prisoners of war and carted away properties. Thayraided from the side @fsia
Minor, as far as Darbakr and returned with 10,00€omers.In
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240A.H/859C.E. however the Muslims engaged themfierce battle andefeated
them severely; captured their fleet and ravageid theitories. Al-Mutawakkilwas
the first caliph to introduce the practice of wagrthe sword round theaist;
following the Persian tradition. This is againgt tiid Arabian way of carryinig
over the shoulder. It was during his reign too #latbn Sahl Rabin al-Tabari
from Tabaristan changed to Muslim and became tlehtsphysician. This
physician has the great reputation of writing i@&34/850C.E. a booKFirdaws
al-Hikmah'’ (paradise of wisdom), one of the old&stbic compedia ofmedicine.
Al-Mutawakkil was not only a drunkard; he was alsokless with womenReport
guoted in Hitti has it that the caliph had fourdkands concubines, all who
shared his nuptial bed. He was also said on onesamtto have received as
present two hundreds slaves from one ofgeiserals.
The cruelty of the Caliph had attracted a hostngingies, including members loils
own family who were outraged by his behaviour, tretefore had no affectidor
him. His attitude also caused the displeasureefiirkish soldiers from whoime
lost the needed loyalty. They conspired to put tardeath and witkhe
connivance of his son Muntasir who abhorred higlties, their plarwas
perfected. One night when he was asleep, his palasdesieged by thaurkish
guards who killed him. If Mutawakkil’s cruelty creeal enemies for him, higeak
and oppressive rule greatly undermined the intggfithe empire. His reigwhich
saw the rise of the ascendancy of the Turks in adination was to continue the
reigns of his successors all of whom became meupgds in the hands tfie
Turks.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE1

How would you reconcile the personal character atdwakkil with his role aa
caliph oflslam?

3.1.2 Al-Muntasir (242-243A.H/861-862C.E) and otheCaliphs

When al-Mutawakkil died, his son, Alda’far Ahmad popularly knowas
Muntasir bi-llah (the victorious by the help of Allah) was proclainealiph. Al-
Muntasir was described as pious, just, forebeammjgenerous. He wasry
intelligent and had honest desire for the welfdriei® people. He put right athe
wrong that was done by his father especially todibgcendants of Ali and timen-
Muslims. The Caliph died after a reign of bareky/sionths and was tHest
‘Abbasid caliph to whose grave a tomb was built.iRBAbbas Ahmadthe
grandson of al-Mu’tasim was raised to the thronenughe death adl-Muntasir
with the title;al-Musta‘n bi-llah meaning he who seeks the assistance df ahe’
This caliph was only in power by name as the Twhke were at this timdeciding
the fate of the caliphate did not give him any autly to rule. Morever, theeath
of al-Muntasir had further given the provincial gavers the freedom tconvert
themselves into feudal lords in their respectiveaarof control; a developmehat
further reduced the power of the caliph into a n@hsuzerainty. The inabilityf
this calip to tolerate the control of the Turkidhefs informed his decisicio
escapdrom Samarra tBaghdd.
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Al-Mu’tazz was nominated as a successor to al-MustaBut this caliph whavas
the second son of al-Mutawakkil was soon forcealiicate and al-Muhtadias
enthroned. The removal of al-Muhtadi was followgdHe nomination oél-
Mu’tamid to replace him. The period of al-Mu’tamidtnessed the emergenck
petty dynasties one after the other; all of whilallsbe discussed subsequent
units.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE2

Give examples on how the 'Absid Caliphs became puppets in the handbeaif
former Turkishslaves.

3.2 Appraisal of the Events inSamar a

As stated earlier, the eighth ‘Afidid caliph, al-Mu‘tasim, son of #iin bya
Turkish slave, was the first to move the seat sfguvernment from Baghd to
Samarra. The purpose was to run away from theingred the people causéy

the menace of his Turkish bodyguards recruited ffoamsoxiana. Theovement
of the seat to Sammarra in 216AH/836CE was theno@gg of the Turkishotal
control of subsequent rulers and the mark of awghdecline of the empire as
whole. Samarra, a very beautiful city was to renthéncapital for fifty-sixyears
(216 -269A.H/836-92C.E.) during which period eightcessive calipheigned.
The life of the caliph in the new capital was altrid® that of a prisonegs
indicated by Hitti who added that, ‘the murder bMatawakkil by them(the
Turks) in December 242A.H/861 C.E., at the inst@yabf his son, was the first
aseries of events in the course of which the mightycture of théAbbasid
dynasty-already shaken-stood face to face with memt collapse’. After thdeath
of al-Mutawakkil, subsequent caliphs became pipjoetise hands of theformer
slaves. Historical account also shows that in scases women in the cowgually
played important political roles through their urghce over these slav@sis
actionsometimes created some confusion too difficuéiXplain. Twoexamples
may be cited here. The first was the case of altdlimswho was forced tabdicate
the throne and his slave-mother curiosly sharedtipeeme power of thealiphate
with two Turkish generals. Another one was the cdsd-Mu’tazz
who succeeded al-Musta. His mother was said to have refused to payuhecs
50,000 dinars which might have saved the life afdadiph son, despite tHact
that she had a saving of 1,000,000 dinars in amdit priceless jewellery imer
possession. Such was the case that for two cesitheehistory nothe
disintergrating caliphate present a gloomy pictifreonfusion. The onlplace
where there was peace and security albeit occdlipware in theprovinces
where a governor, practically independent, held¢es with an irorhand.
One of the most important events of the period thasebellion of the Zan]
slaves led by one ‘Ali ibn Muhammad. The leadethef group which consisted
mainly of Negroes imported from East Africa useel dpportunity of the disturbed
conditions in the capital to claim in September48B69CE that he was aklid
called to ‘their deliverance by visions and ocsgience’. He gobverwhelming
support from many slaves who saw him as their MdissMany forces were setat
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suppress the strange rebellion, but being on ditarterritory the Negroesubdued
them and according to historial account, merciiegst all prisonerandnon-
combatants to the sword. During fourteen years{28BA.H/870-83C.E.9f. The
reign of al-Mu’tamid witnessed this war and thareated number obeoplewho
perished was conservatively put at over half aiomll A source claimethatafter
one engagement the unclaimed heads of Muslims seeneimerous thahe
Negroes dumped them into a canal which carried tihéoral-Barah, wherthey
could be identified by relatives and friends. hkdhe intervention of thealiph’s
brother al-Muwaffaq who had taken personal chafdgheoperations to bredke
backbone of this insurrection. In 262A.H/883C.E.iBh Muhammad wakilled
when his fortress calleal-Mukhtarahwas stormed. In the words of Hittthus
ended one of the bloodiest and most destructivelreb which the historpf
Western Asia records.” It was in the course of Was that Egypt fell unddhe
rule of ibn-Tulan.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISES
Briefly discuss the rebellion of the Zanj led by #in Muhammad.

4.0CONCLUSION

The life of the caliphs at Samarra which was lilkeeteethat of prisoners by Hitis
a clear indication of the loss of total controklo¢ caliphate by thé\bbasid.
Murder and deposition of Caliphs at will by the Kish slaves turned mastetisi
not only make nonsense of the past glory attaiyetié founding fathers dhis
dynasty, it also became the beginning of the rigeetty dynastiesvhich
eventually led to the collapse of the empiself.

5.0 SUMM ARY

Al-Mutawakkil was elected by the Turks under teadership oWasif.
Al-Mutawakkil who was the first caliph in the es&decline was said to be
incompetent, cruel and obstinate
His reign witnessed seveugibkturbances
For his cruelty, he paid dearly as he was killgdhe Turkish guards with
the full support of his son.
From al-Muntasir, appointment and desposition aligha became the
primary preoccupation of the Turks.
It was the period when the caliph could no lordeanything on theiown
volition.

6.0 TUTTOR MARKED ASSIGNMENT

Explain in detail the effect of the movement of I#&bid seat of powefrom
Baghdid to Samatrra.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

In the last unit, we focused on the commencemetiteotiecline othe
'Abbasid era. In this unit, discussion shall continudlaa era withparticular
attention to petty dynasties that sprang up intéstern part of the empirdlajor
dynasties of particular study here include the khiamayyad inSpain
(128A.H/750C.E.), the Idrisid (165A.H/785C.E.), thghlabid(171A.H/800C.E.),
the Tulunid (247.A.H/868C.E.), the Ikhshidid (316#935C.E.) and thelamdanid
(308A.H/929C.E).

2.0 OBIECTIVES

By the end of this unit, you should be atde
Discuss the various dynasties that emerged ithéwwest
Give account of their roles in tleenphire
Narrate how the dynasties contributed to the deaf theempire.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1 PETTY DYNASTIES IN THE WEST

3.1.1 The Umayyads in Spai(128AH./750CE.)

The early period of ‘Abiisid Caliphate withessed the emergenceafraasty
established outside its main control. Preciselg frears after the foundationtbie
‘Abbasid caliphate the only Umayyad scion to escaperiagsacre of his famiin
the hands of the 'Alsid, the youthful ‘Abd-al-Rahman, arrived Qurtubh&pain
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and established there a brilliant dynasty. It thesame the first provinesrer
stripped off the ‘Abbsid Empire.

3.1.2 The Idrisids(165AH./785CE.)

An independent dynasty emerged in 165AH/785CE wtes ibn- ‘Abdullah,a
great-grandson of al-Hasan, participated in on@®imany Alid uprisings
Madinah. The insurrection which occurred during thgmef al-Hidi was
suppressed and Idris managed to escape to Maatitanere he foundexd
kingdomthat bore his name. The dynasty which lasted b=td&8A.H./788C.E.
and 355A.H/974CE had Fez as its capital. It waditeeShi‘ite dynasty iristory.
The dynasty which enjoyed the full support of thexlizers collapsed as a resafit
their disadvantaged location. Sandwiched betweek#timids of Egypt antthe
Umayyads of Spain, the Idrisids was finally destéabthrough the attack af
general during the reign of Caliph al-Hakam Il afr@ba(342-357A.H/961-976
C.E).

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE1
Write a short note on the Idrisitynasty.

3.1.3 The Aghlabidg179AH ./800CE.)

The Aghlabid dynasty came into existence overéhetory called Ifrigiyah(Africa
Minor) when Hiran al-Rasld ceded the so called area tcathm ibn al-Aghlabhis
governor in 179A.H/800C.E. Ibn al-Aghlab ruled threa which composedainly
the Tunisians as an independent sovereign, deVva@dyocontrol from théAbbasid
caliph in whatever form. The Aghlabids gave theaders the titlamir,andfrom
al-Qayrawan their capital, they dominated the mieierranean for more than
century.

The dynasty was involved in many conflicts with &pe having beeaencouraged
by its well-equipped fleet that gave it the audatotattack the coasts thly,
France, Corsica and Sardinia. For instance, oiits tdfaders, Zigdat-Allah 1(196-
218A.H./817-838C.E) was said to have sent an etpedigainst Byzantin8icily
in 208A.H/827C.E.

It is to the credit of this dynasty that the grigttsque of al-Qayrawan, still
standing as an icon vis-a-vis the famous holy mesaui the East was builts
construction began under Zgat-Allah and completed by limm 11(253-
281A.H./874-902 C.E). The mosque which stood astteein which therimitive
edifice of ‘Ugbah, founder of al-Qayraw, had stood became to téestern
Muslims the fourth holy city, ranking after Makkdladinah and Jerusalem.vitas
also under this dynasty that Ifrigiyah became fintansformed fronan
outwardly Latin-speaking, Christianity-professiagdl to amrabic-speaking,
Islam-professing region. The dynasty came to arvémeh the last Aghlabidalled
Ziyadat Allah 1l took to flight when the Fatimid®nquered his territonyithout
offering anyresistance.
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SELF ASSESSEMENT EXERCISE 2

Assess briefly the contributions of the Aghlabialsite development of Islam
Africa minor during the *Abbsid period.

3.1.4.The Tulunids (247AH/868CE)

The Tulunid dynasty which reigned betwe&y-284A.H/868-905C.En Egypt
and Syria was formed by Ahmad ibn-Tial His father, a Turk frorrarghanah,
had been sent in 196A.H./817C.E. by the Saman@t nflBukhara as a preseat
al-Ma’'man. Ahmad was deployed to Egypt as lieutenant tgatgernor whereyy
audacity he refused to send financial aid to CadipMu’'tamid when thdatter
needed it to prosecute the Zanj rebellion. Furtténis, Ahmad took a bold step
establish an independent dynasty in Egypt. Thiseyecame a turning point the
life of Egypt because it marked the total freedoomT exploitation byhe
Baghdidi caliphs and their appointed governors, who ugsdlared thduge
revenue. With Ibn Tuain in power therefore, money remained withintfoe
development of theity.

Ibn-Tulin (247-263A.H/868-884C.Efprtified his new state with a staldemy
that was well organized to meet any enemy threath&tl an army of aboat
hundred thousand soldiers consisting mainly ofTilkish and Negro slavesie
assumed the control of Syria without much oppasituen its governor died
256A.H/877 C.E. and developed a naval base at ‘Akkae) to maintain hisold
on this neighbouring country. This period markes bleginning of mangenturies
rule of Syria from the valley to thdile.

The Tulinid regime interested itself in irrigation and iasvthe first since th&rab
conqguest to make Muslim Egypt famous as a centegtofAhmad Ibn Tuln was
said to have built a sixty-thousand-dinar hospitdtustat, the capital dfis
dynasty. He also built a mosque that still beasstaime and yet remained arfe
the principal religious monuments lsfam.

Many annalists wrote about the palace of KhumaréwwAlmad's extravagasbn
and successor, who was said to have covered itswtalgold. In thegeneral
assessment of Ahmad ibn-Tinlas a typical founder of the many states orruires
of the 'Ablkasid caliphate, he was said to be a good exampdedder that haal
firm grip over his army. But despite this, the Tull the Ikhshidid thafollowed
them as well as most of the other dynasties, dighassess any national basis

the lands over which they ruled and therefore sbet-lived. In the wordesf
Hitti, their ‘weakness consisted in the absenca sirong coherent boay
supporters of their own race. The rulers were tledvas intruders whwere
obliged to recruit their bodyguards, which werdrthemies, from varioualien
sources’. According to him, ‘such a rule can ordymhaintained by meof
outstanding personal influence, and no sooner theesiighty arm of théounder
relax or pass away than disintegration sets in’.wdader that we find thstate
founded by Ibn-Tdln reverting to the ‘Abisid under his son and fourliccessor,
Shaylan in 283-284A.H./904-905C.E.
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SELF ASSESEMENT EXERCISE 3

Give an account of the roles of ibn Tnlto the emergence of the Tnld dynasty.

3.1.5 The Ikhshidids(316AH./935CE)

The Ikhshidid, a Turkish dynasty of Farghanah origas established at-Fustat
by Muhammad ibn-Tughj in 316A.H/935C.E. The founddio received thétle,
Ikhshid from the Caliph al-Radi in 321A.H./939Cfté&lowed theTultnid
precedence by adding Syria-Palestine to his setoramous state. Bottlakkah
and Madnah were to be incorporated as part of areas uklkghidid control. lbn
Tughj was succeeded by two sons, one after the bdtk of whom ruled onlin
name, and left the reins of the government to dm Abyssinian eunuchbu-al-
Misk Kafar. This black slave whose freedom was originallydiat bylkhshid
from an oil merchant for the equivalent of eightipds became the sole rufesm
345A.H-966C.E. to 347A.H./968 C.E. He was succdssfine defence dfis
territory against the rising power of the Haanal. His case as a black slav&ng
from the humblest origin to wield absolute poweswaid to be the first but ntite
last in Islamic history. Like other dynasties tkhdhidids and especialtigeir
founder had been accused of lavishing state wealttbry favour frontheir
subjects. They had no ime to embark on the devetopof their dynasty.They
made no contribution to the artistic and literafg of their domain and npublic
works have been left by them’ so says Hitti. Trst fapresentative of thdynasty
was Abu al Fawaris Ahmad, an eleven-year-old bdg Vest the country tthe
illustrious Fatimid general, Jawhar3d47A.H/969C.E.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE4
Give a brief account of the Ikhshdignasty

3.1.6 The Hamdinids (308AH./929CE.)

The Hamédnids were the descendants of Hamdbn-Hamdin of the Taghb tribe
that originally established their dynasty in northBlesopotamia with thegapital
at Mosul. The Hamdanids advanced in 323A.H./944{DiB.the northern padf
Syria under the leadership of the future Sayf-alvlaa (the sword of thdynasty),
wrested Aleppo (Halab) and Hims from the Ikhshigddtenant in chargand
became the founder of a north Syrian dynasty wlaisted until382A.H/1003C.E..
Sayf-al-Dawlah became famous in history as a resuiis passion foscholarship.
He organized a literary circle which included tiedetrateghilosopher-musician
al-Farabi, the historian of literature and musldshaluni, court preachabn-
Nubatah, and the poet al-Mutannabi’ as well agpth®sopher poet Abal-‘Ala’
al-Ma‘arn. Sayf-al-Dawlah consolidated his position in nerthSyria, androm
326A.H/947C.E., he began an annual campaign inia M#or for somdwenty
years. The success initially achieved by this ta@as short-lived as thilliant
performance of Nicephorus Phocas and John Tzimibo#is futureemperors,
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saved the day for Byzantium. In 340A.H./961 C.Ecéyihorus captureitie
capital,Aleppo and killed over ten thousand of its youthtiwere captured ithe
war. Further raid continued when Nicephorus bectmm@mperor Areas
conguered by his troops included Cyprus and ocdupikcia. Soon aftehis
occupation of Antioch, Nicephorus’ general entekégppo and forced Sayf'son
and successor, Sa‘d-al-Dawlah into a humiliatiegtly. Thus began tlaloption
of a new policy of consolidating the conquestsiiicia and northern Syria asgell
as plan the final goal of freeidgrusalem.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

Sayf-al-Dawlah owes his fame in Arab history toéxseptional patronagg
scholarship.Discuss.

4.0CONCLUSION

The petty dynasties in the West were founded byl'tivgs and Persians winad
virtually seized the reign of leadership from thelds. The manner of theise,
their ‘intruding presence’ and rule in another nsaahnds were the bagsieasons
why they could not hold on for many years beforgrthollapse. Howevedespite
this, there were few of them like the Aghlabids &mel Tulunids who tried itheir
little way to achieve success as independent smyestates in th@Vest.

5.0SUMM ARY

The first dynasty outside the 'Absid imperial control was the one founded
in Spair by Abdur Rehman of the Umayyad dynasty in 134A.H/765C.E. The
dynasty endecin 41CA.H/1031CE.
In 168A H/788C.E. anothel dynesty emergec wher Idris, the patticipaniin
the Alids revolt in Madinal escape to Mauritanie anc founde(a kingdom
bearin¢ his name.

The dynady which hacs its principal capita al Fez was the first Stiite

dynasty in histcry anc it lastectill 353A.H/974C.E.

Ibrahim ibn Al-Aghlab ruled the independent Aghlabid dstyeceded to
him by Hartin ar-Rasfid and has its capital in al-Qayrawwherethey
dominated the mid-mediterranean between 179AH/8Bnd
288A.H/909C.E.

Apart from the dynasty’s foray into Europe, ishithe unique credit of
building the great Qayraam mosque and the transformation of Ifrigiyyah
from Latin-Speaking, Christianity professing laondan Arabic-Speaking,

Islam-professingegion.

The Tulunid dynasty owed its origin to Ahmad ibmidin who proclaimed
an independent dynasty in Egypt and later assunh@iti@nal control of
Syria.

He had a well organized army composed mainly akist and Negro

slaves and also engaged in irrigation, beautifocedf Fustat; and
construction of a bigospital.
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The Ikhshidid dynasty; also of Turkish origin@lsriginated from Fustat
through Muhammad ibn Tughj in 316A.H/935C.E. andswsacceeded by
two sons who left the rein of government in thedsaof a black freed slave

called MiskKafir.
The dynasty which was unable to achieve any ssdoethe area of
development because the leaders engaged themselaesh adventures
was finally sacked in 348A.H/969C.E. by Jawhar;itlustriousFatimid
general.
The Hamdanids were the rival dynasty of the Egypltkhshidids and was
founded by the descendants of Hamtn Hamdin with their capital in
Mosul.
One of the leaders of this dynasty is Sayf al-Rdéwirho became famous for
his patronage of scholarship.
Sayf-al-Dawlah engaged in so many wars in the NBreor for about
twentyyears.

His initial successes were diminished by the argdtaof Nicephorus Phocas
whose devastating blows on the Muslims led to teaipation of their
lands.

The conquest of Muslim lands made Sayf's sonsaledessor to sign a
humiliating treaty with Nicephorus; an action tharked the beginning of
the Christian crusade agaitstam.

6.0 TUTOR MARKED ASSIGNMENT

Write short note on any of thellowing:
a. Idrisid dynast¥.
Aghlabid dynasty
C. Tuluniddynasty
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

In the last unit, the new dynasties that emergeberwest were the central foonfs
analysis. In what follows, the eastern part of fiabasid Empire shall béhe
primary area of study. Attention shall be paidie Tahirid dynasty, th8afarid
dynasty, the Samanid dynasty, the Ghazwanid dymestyhe Buwayhidynasty.

2.0 OBIECTIVES

By the end of this unit, you should be atde
Give account of the petty dynasties in the eagiarhof the Abbasid
Caliphate.
Explain their roles in the empire and their inflae on the 'Abbsid caliphs
Discuss the effects of their roles on the deabihtheempire.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1 PETTY DYNASTIES IN THE EAST
3.1.1 The Tahirids

The once trusted general of al-Maim Tahir ibn-al- Husayn of Khurasan wése
first to establish a quasi-independent state deBaghdid. Tahir, thedescendant
of a Persian slave, was rewarded in 199A.H/820y&l-Ma’min with the
governorship of all lands east of BagddThe centre of his power was located
Khurasan. %hir died two years later in his capital, Marw, before his deatthe
caliph’s name was no more mentioned in the Fridaygr. Tahir's successors
extended their area of control as far as the Infi@mtier and moved the seait
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government to Naybir, where they remained in power till 251.A.H/872CMBen
they were taken over by tligafarids.

3.1.2.The Safarids(248AH./867CE)

The Safarid dynasty owed its origin to one Ya'doiv-al-Layth al-Safar anekigned
for forty-one years beginning from 248A.H/867C.ESafar had beenlarigand
avocation and his conduct as head of a band chwattaught the attention thfe

caliph’s governor at Sijigh. Entrusting him with the command of thevernor
troops was all that he needed to launch his dynalsen he eventuallsucceeded
his benefactor. Within the few years of his dynaty)stence, al-Safar paimost
all Persia and the neighbourhood of India under hi¢rob Hewas
even said to have threatened Baghdnder the Caliph al-Mu’'tamid. Tigafarid
dynasty later fell only to give way to the Samaayaasty.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE1

Write short note orither
The Tahirid dynastyor
The Safaridlynasty

3.1.3 The Samanid$253AH/874CE.)

The Samanid dynasty originated in Transoxiana and Pdrsiaveen
253A.H./874C.E. and 378A.H/999C.E. and their foundias Nasibn-Ahmad
(253-371A.H./874-992 C.E.). While Nasr was the fdem the one wheeally
established and consolidated its power was hiderasnail who engagedhe
Safarids in a battle that won him Khurasan in 362A00 C.E. Beginnings

Muslim sub-governors under thahirids, the Samanids under Nasidh-Ahmad
extended their kingdom to include places like &jis Karman, Jurjan, Raynd
Tabaristan, in addition to Transoxiana aitirasan.

The capital of the Samanids, Bukhara and theirtgpcity, Samargandyecame
renowned centres of learning and art from wheratedpe scholaremerged.
The Samanid were to face the usual problems ofesgaan in the hands @urkish
slaves with whom they had filled their court. Tleithern part oBamanid
territory was taken over in 373A.H./994C.E. by Gleaznawids, who rode
power under one of thesaves.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISEZ2

Bukhara, and Samargand, the two major towns umh@esamanid rulalmost
eclipsed Baghadad as centres of learnidgcuss.

3.1.4 The Ghaznawid$341AH./962CE.)

The Ghaznawid dynasty came into being through dpégh, one of theTurkish
slaves of the Samanids who began his career asnen®f thebodyguard.
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Alptigin rose through ranks to become the govenidthurasan. Later, he fatlut
of power as a result of a minor misunderstandiri e new Samanid ruland
left for the eastern border of the kingdom. In 3414962 C.E. heaptured
Ghaznan Afghanistan where he exercised an independwmtital. The aretater
developed into the Ghaznawid Empire of Afghanistad Punjab witlSubuktigin
as the real founder in 341A.H./962 C.E. Subuktigislave and son-in-laof
Alptigin was succeeded by sixteen rulers who wéeselimectdescendants.
Subuktigin extended his territory to Peshawar gidrand Khurasan iRersia,
which he first held under the Samanids. Subuktggwn Mahmudeigned
between378A.H./999C.E. and 409A.H./1030C.E. and was angjgishedeader
who was responsible for series of campaigns eagtwde was reputed toave
conducted no less than seventeen campaigns duhiicgp weriod he annexetde
Punjab, Lahore, and part of Sind. He was one ofiteein Muslim history tdbe
bestowed with the titlal-ghazj i.e. someone who distinguished himseHviar
againstunbelievers.
Mahmud'’s spate of conquest also extended to theewelsorders of hidomains
including the Persian ‘Irag. As a Sunnite, Mahmakhawledged th@aominal
suzerainty of the Caliph al&gir from whom he later received the tiYeamin-al-
Dawlah(the right arm of the state). Mahmud constructedymaagnificent
buildings in his capital and founded a large acagetmch he also endowedis
court became the mecca for eminent poets and mieauwfing among whonvere
Arab historian al-Utbi, the celebrated scientifidanistorical author al-Birungnd
the illustrious Persian poet Firdawsi. The ris¢hef Ghaznawid dynashas
always been said to represent the first victorthefTurkish element in itstruggle
against the Iranian element for ultimate masteiglaam. Immediatelafter
Mahmud'’s death however, the provinces east of ynasty began teeparate
themselves gradually from the capital in the higdkand therefore markéue
beginning of further breakdown of the dynasty is¢oies of independeiuslim
dynasties of India. In 565A.H./1186C.E. the Ghun@i&\fghanistardecisively
routed the last Ghaznawidsliahore.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISES

Explain the roles of Mahmud ibn Subuktigin in thgp@ansion of higlynasty’s
territory

3.1.5 The Biwayhids

The Buwayhid dynasty originated from three Buwaitidthers, Ahmad, Aliand
Hasan. Their father, abu-Shuja’ Buwayh, who claimesicent from thancient
Sasanid kings, was the chief of a warlike hordenfi2eilem and had been feome
time in the service of the Samanids. The threehersthad been called Baliph
Mustakfi to assist in checking the insurgence efTlrks. After theiwictory,
Caliph al-Mustakfi made Ahmad ibn-Buwayh lsir al-umara’with the
honorific title of Mu’7zz al-Dawlah(he who renders the state mighty). &go
conferred the title ofmad ud-Dawlahon Ali andRukn ud-Dawlalon Hasan.The
three brothers began their expedition and gradwaliked their wayouthward,
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occupying Isfahin, and then Shiz with its province (313A.H/934C.E.) amdthin
two years the provinces of al-AAwand Karman were included. TBawayhids
had chosen Shiraz as the capital of the new dyn&stgddition Mu’izz — al-
Dawlahinsisted that he be mentioned along with the cahpghe Khutbah anthat
his name should be emborsed on the coin. Like prenlecessors, tieuwathids
installed and deposed caliphs at will. They mamgdiseverainangnificent
palaces in Baghdad and referred to them collegtiastiar al-mamlakalfthe
abode of the kingdom). As a Shiite, NizZ al-Dawlah declared the " @ayof
Muharram as a national day of mourning to commetadhe Karbalanassacre.
The new status assumed by the Buwayhids made lipé tarealize; rathetoo
late that he had changed one master for anotherattléimpt to free himseifom
this disgraceful position informed his decisiorugot against Muzz al-Dawlah.
Mu’izz al-Dawlah got wind of this conspiracy and too&mpt action. InJanuary
325A.H./946C.E., the unfortunate al-Mustakfi wasthed and deposed bju’1zz-
al-Dawlah, who choose al-Muti’, another son of Madijt in 325A.H./946C.Eas
the new caliph. Muizz al-Dawlah died in 346A.H./967C.E. leaving behimgison
Bakhtiyar 1zzud-Dawlah to succeeded him. The neliplcavas soon ousted lhys
uncleAdud-Dawlah.

‘Adud al-Dawlah: The Buwayhid dynasty reached the peak of its pawnder
‘Adud-al-Dawlah (the supporting arm of the staté@owuledbetween
328A.H./949C.E. and 362A.H./983C.E. ‘Adud was reigaras thgreatest
Buwayhid and the most illustrious ruler of his tintde was said to have unitet
the several petty kingdoms that had risen underdiwd rulers in Persia arad-
Iraq, in 356A.H/977C.E. ‘Adud-al-Dawlah got marriwdthe daughter dCaliph
and also gave out his descendant to assume tipbatdi ‘Adud was the firstiler
in Islam to bear the titlshahanshahe repaired canals and construateghy
mosques, hospitals and public buildings in mangxitAdud built thefamous
hospital in Baghald which he called al-Bimaristan al-‘Adudi; compleia 357-
8A.H./978-9C.E. and endowed with 100,000 dinarslud had chosen@hristian
named Nasr ibn &ttn his vizier. With the authorization of the Califigerected

and repaired churches amibnasteries.

‘Adud had passion for literary and scientific sesland his passion waslowed
by his successor son Sharaf-al-Dawzgé2-368A.H./983-89C.E)'he Ikhwan al-
Safa’, also flourished under the Buwayhid reginee @chievements diie
Buwayhids were shortlived by internal quarrels tjratatly weakened theamd
finally in 434A.H/1055C.E., the last of the famiMalik Rahm, was ousted bthe
Seljuk Tughril Beg who entered Bagiidand put an end to Buwayhid ruldalik

Rahm ended his days iconfinement.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE4
Assess the roles of ‘Adud ad-Dawlah to the flounglof the Buwayhidlynasty.

94



4.0 CONCLUSION

The control of the Turks under whom the succeedibasid caliphs becanthe
puppets became more pronounced with the rise @rakkingdoms anthe
election and deposition of the caliphs at will. Tmy charge witnessed wasat
the Turks came in differents tribes, each struggimhave its shares in thewer
and the resources of the people over whom they starggling to control.The
result remain the same; leading to the declin@®fince flourishingAbbasid
Empire.

5.0 SUMM ARY

Tahir ibn al-Husayn of Khurasan founded a quasi-irteent state called
Tahirid dynasty with capital first at Marw and lata Naysabur where the
dynasty remained in power till 251A.H./872C.E. wlileay were taken over

by theSafarids.

Ya’'qub ibn al-layth al-Safar; a head of a bandwatlawas was the founder

of Safarids dynasty with Sijistan as their origihame.

Ya'qub who was entrusted with the command of @ifigroopdater
succeeded his master and extended his domainsitsill parts oPersia
and Indianeighbourhood.

Nasir ibn Ahmad was the founder of the Samanicadinbut hisrother
Ismail was the one who actually establishegawer.

Under the Samanids, scholarship thrived with nmeoiplars holdingway.
The Samanids power began to decline when the aiytlod the state fell

into the hands of the Turkish slaves in ther courts
While Alptigin was the pathfinder of the Ghaznalynasty, Subuktigin was
its real founder and was succeeded by sixteen Glaada who were his
linealdescendants.

Famous among these was his son called Mahmud mdgemed hin many
conquests that earned him the title, al-Ghazhieewho distinguished
himself in war againsinbelievers.

The death of Mahmud led to the separation of #stegn provinces into
many dynasties.

Ghaznawid dynasty came to an end when the Ghofridfghanistan deak
final blow on its reminant in Lahore in 565A.H./B18.E.

Ahmad ibn Buwayh founded the Buwayhid dynasty324A.H./945C.E.
When together with his three sons occupied IsfaBhimaz and its province,
al-Ahwaz and Karman and made Shiraz the capitddeohew dynasty.
Sharaf al-Dawlah, son of ‘Adud stepped on hisddthshoes anperformed

creditably well as auler.
The dynasty was later sacked by the Seljuks amddhse was the disunity
between Sharaf, Baha and their third brother; SemadeDawlah.

6.0 TUTOR MARKED ASSIGNMENT

Write short note on any of ttiellowing
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a. The GhaznawiBynasty
b. The Buwayhidynasty
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

Further discussion on those forces that contribtgelde decline of the&Abbasid
Caliphate was undertaken in the last three unitee fumber of the dynastitdsat
made up these forces and the magnitude of thetribations will be examineah
this unit. Therefore, the unit shall look into atlmportant dynasties likéhe
Seljuks and the Assassins to see how their emegdedtcontributed in remall
measure in bringing down the 'Aldid caliphate.

2.0 OBIECTIVES

By the end of this unit, you should be atde
Give account of the emergence of the dynastiesrufigeussion.
Explair major everts othai took place duting the life of thesidynasiies
Give insight into the eff ects of their rise on the dowrfall of the 'Abbasid
Empire

3.0 MAIN CONTENTS
3.1 The Seljuk Turks

The Seljuks Turks consisted of a large number sk who came fronturkistan
to settle at Transoxiana with the permission of SuMahmud. They were to be
that territory as a result of an agreement to hy@ngeribute to the SultanThese
people, known as Seljuk Turks after the name af teader Seljuk also had oné
their tribes that settled at Khurasan. It was ooglbefore these people becasne
powerful that they rose in arms against Sultan Madiieison anguccessor
Mas’tad and defeated him. They thereafter establishedd@apendent kingdomm
Khurasan and elected Tughril, a grandson of Salgitheir ruler. As powerful
general and ruler of his time, Tughril Beg sucaaiystonqueredorjan
Khawarismand Persia and established a strong empire. Heavdsrred withithe
title of sultan by caliph @im for assisting him to gain his freedom frahe
influence and control of the Turkish chief callesskan al-Basasiri. HETughril
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Beg) was also given the supreme authority to hareetdand absolute controf
the affairs of theCaliph.

Alp Arslan: When Tughril Beg died in 442A.H/1063C.E. he wasceeded bis
nephew Alp Arslan who was invested with the tithel gprerogative of Sultaloy
Caliph @'im. Alp Arslan was noble, benevolent, just and&i He waslso
pious,generous and brave. He fought and conquered Aen&miorgiaand
Byzantine. When he defeated the large Roman arrgiatMinor, theiremperor
Romanus made peace with the Seljuk ruler by cetli@dRoman territories iAsia
Minor to him in 451.A.H./1072C.E. For effective auimstration of thenewly
acquired territory, Alp Arslan seconded his nepl@&uaiman thereSulaiman
extended the Empire to the Hellesont in the nanththe Mediterranean in theest
and also forced the Byzantine emperor to pay teiboitheSeljuks.

Jalal al-Din Malik Shah (452-488A.H./1073-1109C.E.)Jalal al-0On Malik Shah
succeeded his dead father in 452A.H./1073C.E. awdegually invested witite
power of a Sultan by CaliphaQm. The Caliph died in 454A.H/1075C.E. anés
succeeded by his grandson Muqtadi. Malik Shah wasat ruler and hisign
wasdescribed as a glorious period in the historystdr to the extent that the
area of knowledge and culture, it was ranked palrlthat of Caliptal-Ma’'man.
Malik Shah was also said to be wise, noble and @maigmous. An inciderthat
underscored the nobility of his character is iltastd from an inciderihat
occurred at the early period of his reign. His beothad rebelled against himith
the aim of obtaining sovereign power. He was saidkive told his vizier thdte
hadprayed to Allah to give victory to his brotherhi¢ was more worththan
himself to rule over the Muslims. Malik Shah’s engpéxtended from theonfines
of China to the Mediterranean and from Georgiaam¥én. By his benevolenile,
Malik Shah endeared himself to his subjects amlladsame the master of thast
empire.

Nizam al-Mulk: Nizam al-Mulk was the vizier of Malik Shah wi@merly
servedhis father in the same capacity. Nizam al-Mulk sfoeal nameras
KhwajaHasan of Tus was a great scholar and statesnfastofy. He was
devoted and gifted vizier that enjoyed the confaeof his master so much thee
was given the absolute control of the civil adntiason. Like Malik ShahNizam
al-Mulk was also wise, benevolent and cultured.cBeand security prevailea
the empire during his period. Nizam al Mulk consted numerous roadsanals
and colleges in the empire and encouraged agrreyidustry andommerce.
Many scholars flourished under the patronage ofivi&thah and his worthyizier
Nizam al-Mulk. Among them was Umar Khayyam, whdidiguished himself aa
poet, astronomer and mathematician. The Persiandat was alsteformed
underMalik Shah in 454A.H./1075C.E. and became knowidalsli Calendar,
after the name of Jalal almdMalik Shah. In the reign of Malik Shahgeoup
headed by one Hasan ibn Sabbah sprang up and was las the Assassin$he
approach of this group to attaining power was tmieate the lives ofulers
through poison and dagger. They assassinated Nikdulk in 470A.H/1091C.E.
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and Malik Shah'’s effort to suppress this brothethpved abortive as he digd
470A.H/1091C.E., at the age of thirty-nine. Aftee tdeath of Malik Shatfe
dynasty began to decline. According to Rahim; ‘Weakness of hisuccessors,
the rise of many small Seljuk dynasties in the een@nd other civivars
accounted for the decline of the Seljuks’. Thisqgerlso provide anpportunity
for the Christians of Europe to launch crusadereggdine Muslims iltWestern
Asia.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE1

(@) Describe the position of Tughril Beg in thetbry of theSeljkus
(b)  Write short note on the following:
(i) Alp Arslan
(if) Jalal al-Oon Malik Shah
(i)  Nizam al-Mulk

3.2 TheCrusades

The Christians of Europe began religious wars agaire Muslims in the earty1™
Century. These wars known as the crusades wereadaysmany factorand
chiefly among them was religious. The Christiand Wanted to recovelerusalem
which up till that time was under Muslims’ contrdMoreover, they wanteit
assertheir authority over Islam hand to ensure themdation over MuslinAsia.
The second factor which was social in nature hatbtwith the risédeudalism
underthe influence of the church. The negative effetthis developmenwhich
included robbery, anarchy oand corruptions weréhall the reigning Poggben
needed to direct the Spirit of these warring fartimto religious wars agains$ie
Muslims. Commercial factors also played significanés in the war othe
Christians against the Muslims during this peri@ihce the countries ithe
Eastern Mediterranean had become subject to Muslitrol, the access ttalian
cities to direct and profitable trade had beenkddc To merchants living ithese
cities, the Crusade would once again open for tth&se eastern territories fiweir
prosperousommerce.

The first Crusade began in 475A.H/1096C.E. andle@gdy Walter thgenniless.
Between this period and 628A.H/1249C.E. eight wasse prosecuteduring
which many people were killed. Among many Seljulersiwho reigneduring
these periods were Imamuddin Za(g2-525A.H./1123-1146C.E), Nuruddin
Mahnmid (525-553A.H/1146-1174C.Egnd Salahuddin the Gre@t96-
572A.H./1117-1193C.EAll of whom at one time or another fought gallandly
crush the crusaders and restore the lost gloryeo€aliphate. The eightusades
were led by Louis IX of France against the Musloh&gypt in628AH./1249C.E.
The force captured Dimyat and was on its way to@ahen Turan Shah, s
Malik Salih engaged the Crusaders in heavy war in whicHattier weredefeated
and Louis IX and his men tak@nisoners.
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SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE2

Write a short note on thHérusades

3.3 TheAssasms

The Assassins were a fraternity formed by Hasars#iobah at the time ®falik
Shah. He was a descendant of the Himayarite kihn§swath Arabia antiad
served Alp Arslan as his mace — bearer. He lefsémeice as a result af
misunderstanding and returned to his native — fReog/. Laterm, ibrSabbah
went to Syria where he became an agent of the ka@aliphs. Anotheversion
claimed that he joined the Fatimid propangandaumeaf his failure to occupsy
high position in Seljuk state. Ebing jealous of ¢neat rise of Nizam ul Mulkwho
was said to be his old school mate therefore, HiBafabbah aimed dte
destruction of all authority. To achieve this ahm,organized the brotherhoofl
the Assassins.

In 469A.H./1090C.E., Hasan Ibn Sabbah occupiedtamut castle irthe
mountains of Mazendran which he also made his heatkrs. As thgrand
master of the brotherhood, he was called Sayyi@inalord) as well aShaykhul
Jabal (Lord of the Mountain). Below the Shaykhadal in the descendirggder
of authority were threBai al Kabir (great emissaries) for the three provinces
Jabal, Kuhistan and Syria. TRadaiswere, a special class of disciples vaoted
as bodyguards and who also used to execute wikigsitiation the orddo
assassinate opposition persohasikis the name by which ordinary followess

this brotherhood is called. The Assassins had bhe#dpoison and dagger kdl
many people among the Seljuk family and some d@jsished other too. Astated
earlier, they secretly poisoned the great viziezaih al Mulk Tusin
470A.H./1091C.E. and after the death of Malik shiiaby occupieanany
mountainous territories in Persia, Iraq and SywWhen Hasan ibn Sabbatached
the old age, he became a good Muslim and forcefbtasvers to strictlyobserve
the injunctions of the Quih. Hasan ibn Sabbah’s son called Buzungaid
succeded his father as Shaykh al Jabal for 24 yé&arsurg Umaid’s soand
successor ruled 25 years while the last of thedirghaykh al jabatalled
Ruknuddin was defeated and captured by Hulagu%Ag3./1256C.E.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE4

Account for the reasons why the Assassins emengg@xplained theistructural
setup

4.0 CONCLUSION

The emergence of the Seljuk dynasty and the Assaissstill the manifestatioot
the Ablasid caliphate in decay. It also signifies the magie of selfistambitions
that characterized our era of discourse in thikbalb without putting Islaninto
consideration, the very first thing that formed thedamentals upon whighe
existence of the entire empire was primabised.
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5.0 SUMM ARY

Seljuk dynasty was founded by the Seljuk Turks Wwad occupied
Khuragin at the permissior of Sultar Mahmud Ghaznawi
Theirleade was Tughril Beg a succesful genera whc conquerer many
place: like Khawarzm, Jorjar anc Persia
He was conferred with the title of Sultan and gitlee authority t@ontrol
the affairs of the Caliphate for assisting Calpdim.
Arslan succeded Tughril in 442A.H./1063C.E. arabwaid to have
conquered, Armenia and Georgia s well as infli¢edeon the Romans.
The period witnessed the attack of the Christarisurope on Muslims in
what is known as the Crusades.

Religious, social and economic factors accounttercauses of thesers
which were fought between 475A.H./1096C.E. 888A.H./1249C.E.
Jalal al-On succeeded his late father Arslan in 452A.H./1QE3&nd was
given the title of Sultan by Caliph Qai before latter’s death in
453A.H./1075C.E..

His empire was vast as it extended from the cesfof Chindo
Meditarranean and from Georgia to Yaman and himgeavitnessegeace
andprosperity.

Khwaja Hasan of Tus surnamed Nizam al-Mulk setw&ith Alp Arslan as

governor and his son Malik Shah as the vizier.

The period of Malik and his vizier Nizam al-Mulktwessed the flourishing
of many scholars and the reform of Persian calecaléd the Jalali.
Nizam al-Mulk was assassinated by the Assassi#g0A.H./1091C.Ea
fraternity formed by Hasan iBabbah.

The empire of the Seljuks declined after the dehthesamen.
They (the Assassins) assassinated many membtrs 8eljuk family and
acquired the mountaineous territories of Persam &md Persia.
Hasan ibn Sabbah repented and became a good Matstilshage and

enforced his followers to do the same.

Ibn Sabbah was succeeded by Buzurg Umaid as SRayeh fotwenty
four years and the latter was also succeeded lsohisvho also rulefbr
twenty fiveyears.

Ruknuddin was the last ruler of the Assassinsriedie was defeated and
captured by Hulagu in 635A.H./1256 C.E.

6.0 TUTOR MARKED ASSIGNMENT

Account for the factor that led to the rise of 8adjuks
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1.0 INTRODUCTION
In the last unit, the focus of study was on the pkayed by the Seljuks, artlle
Assassins in the decline of the ‘Adsid Empire. In this unit, several factahst
led to the collapse of the empire shall be studied gjtecial reference tbe
religious, tribal, moral and social forces that &vat work. In this unit als@fforts
shall be made to highlight the basic features ef Abbasid administration.

2.0 OBIECTIVES
By the end of this unit, you should be atde
Explain the factors that contributed to the cakapf the ‘Ablasid Empire.
Give account of the implications of the collapsdslam as aeligion.
Discuss about the general lives of the people uihge' Ablkasid Caliphate

3.0 MAIN CONTENTS
3.1 Collapse of ‘Ablasid Empire
3.1.1 The Hulagu Invasion of Bghdad

While the Assassins were having a field day inrtaeeas of operationthe
Mongols or the Tatars (as they were fondly calied)e also spreading havand
destruction wherever they went. They have virtuailyed out of existencéhe
cultural centres of Eastern Islam where formerdyedt palaces and libraribad
been. It was stated that in Harat alone, out adaufation of 100,00(3bout
60,000 people were gruesomely murdered. The maimatidevastation wdsest
described by Ali in the following words: ‘The mosguof Buklara, famedor
piety and learning, served as stables for Mongdimses. Many of thehabitants
of Samargand and Balkh were either butchered orechintocaptivity.
Khawarizm was utterly devastated’. What seems tihédinal blow orthe
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‘Abbasid caliphate occurred in 632A.H./1253 C.E. whettalgu, a grandsoof
Chingiz Khan led a huge army from Mongolia with gr@nary purposef
destroying the Assassins. He sent an invitaticghedCaliph al-Musta’sim tin
in this campaign. He got no response. By 635A.H./€2B6many strongholdsf
the Assassins had been captured effortlessly aidgbwer subdued. Aftehis
conquest which was so terrible as to include thmgiof babies, th&eonquering
invader sent an ultimatum to the caliph demandiagtrrender and begéme
demolition of the outer city wall. This also got reply. In Januarg37A.H./1258
C.E., Hulagu, leading his men began the operatiqguiing down the walls ofhe
capital. By February of the same year, the Hulagdds invaded the city amal
anattempt to save their lives, the Caliph with lhiee hundred officials ar@adis
opted to surrender unconditionally. Ten days latexy were all put tdeath.
Hulagu and his forces laid siege on Bagghdnd it lasted forty days asét
buildings on fire. To save his life and those &f faimily, the caliph decided
surrender, and went to the Mongol camp. Hulaguatke Caliph to assembiiee
entire people of Bagtad for the purpose of taking their census and therseall
killed. Properties including books were burnt. Bireets ran with blood aride
Water of Tigris turned red as a result of the margsthat lasted six weekRatients
in the hospital, the students and professors wetrepared. Allwere
killed. The accumulated treasures for five cengjrs® says Ameer Ali wetbus
for ever lost to humanity. Musta’sim himself, toget with members of hismily
were beaten to death. According to Ameer Ali agBeghdid the abodef
learning, was ruined for ever. Quoting ibn Khaldé&h put the total numbeof
people killed as one million and six hundtbdusand.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

Describe the brutal raid on Bagitbby Hulagu and the result on teeentual
collapse of the 'Abéisid caliphate.

3.2 Causes of the 'Abbsid Downfall

Many factors have been attributed to the fall @f'‘thbbasid caliphateGenerally
speaking, one may cite the roles of the Mongotbaginal straw that brokihe
camels back; their invasion of Baghdad accordingith was onlycontributory.
More fundamental than this were the internal profsi¢hat have permeatdte
entire caliphate since the reign of al-MutawakHKihese problemare:

1. Problem of consolidation: Many of the conquesésle were mainly
nominal and sometimes inconclusive. This madeffikcdit for these caliphs
to consolidate the empire properly. In fact, thelaems became acungth

the extension of the empire that soon became tsit@de controlledy
later weakrulers.

2. System of Administration: The 'Abbid system of administration did not
give room for stability and continuity. Extensivevpers were sometimes
concentrated in the hands of the provincial governaost of whonfater
asserted their independence. In fact in some csssndependencgas

facilitated by the caliphs’ magnanimous gifts oflsyprovince to be ruleoy

104



hereditary right. Good examples can be cited offjlelabids in Africaand
the Tahirids in Khurasan. With governors as the commasdéhe
provincial forces and the cases of military govesh in later periods; it
natural that the central administration will be wer@ed and forcetb
disintegrate.

3. Racial cleavage: All the racial elements thatstituted the entire caliphate

were more conscious of their racial identity thaa themselves as members
of a united community. In the word of Hitti ‘lined cleavagdetween
Arabs and non-Arabs, between Arab Moslems and Neskinshetween
Moslems pand Dhimmis remained sharply marked. BEwi#rin theArabs,
there was the manifestation of dichotomy betweemtirthern andouthern
Arabs. More fundamental than this was the enmay tisually arosérom
this cleavage. This enmity and rivalry which peesishroughouthe
caliphal period contributed in no small measurehedisintegration afhe
empire.

4. Emergence of religio-political sects: The emeeice of many religio-
political sects one after the other dominated titee2’ Abbasid period.
Mention can be made of the Shiites, the Kharijites,Fatimidsthe
Carmathians, the Ismailites and the Assassins amibiegs. Not evetslam
could be able to unite its devotees into a corgonditole. Allthese
contributed one way or the other to the disintagnaind theeventual
collapse of thempire.

5. Economic Factor: Another major factor that fedhe decline and eventual
fall of the 'Ablasid caliphate was the economic decay that set iimglihe
period. Exploitation and over-taxation of the gawaent in the provinces by

the central government made the latter rich ae#tpenses of the poolt

also led to the improverishment of the rual aresai$ discourageéarming

and industry. Morever, incessant warfare that attarezed the entirpeiod

of the caliphate led to the death of many able éwbdien who wereeeded
as manpower for agriculture and otldevelopments.

Further to this was the spread of epidemics likalspox, malaria andther
ailments which deplete the population in large swrdawas stated by Hitti thato
less than forty major epidemics are recorded inAttadic annals of the firgour
centuries after the conquest’. Finally is that #ssnomic decay withaturally
affect the intellectual development and stifle txegthought.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE?2

Examine the effect of economic decay on the downfahe 'Abkasid caliphate

3.3 Administration of the 'Abb asid

The policy of administration: 'Albisid caliphs internationalize their systeimn
government by involving the non Arab elements imamstration. This system &
substitute for the Arab’s racial aristocracy. TAbbasid caliphate was a periad
consolidation and civilization which afforded thaiphs the opportunity tdevote
themselves to the peace, prosperity and progrese @mpire. Absoluteonarchy
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was also the fashion before the era of the Turkishis The Caliph alsdoubled
asthe head of the state and the Imam of the Sunsiivia. He was alsthe
commander-in-chief of the army. Sometimes the balgok advice of amformal
council composed of the vizier and heads of departeparticularly ommportant
issues. The 'Abiisids established the institution of the vizieratthhevizier
(wazir)as the head of administration. Various administeadiepartmentsere
created with specific functions. Among the impott@epartments of theentral
governmentvere:
1. Treasuryiwan al-Kharaj): This originated from the Umayyads and
continued in the ‘Ablisid era. The head of this department caatiib
Diwan al-Kharajwas also an outstanding figure in the court ofGlaéiph.
2. Police DepartmeriDiwan al-Shurtahheaded byahib al-Shurtalfchief of
Police) who was also the head of the Rd@dlyguard.
3. Postal DepartmerfDiwan al-Barid): Postal department handled official as
well as private correspondence. It also supentisedhtelligence service.
4. Military Department Diwan al-Jayshwas responsible for the recruitment,
training and discipline of troops as well as loakatfter their welfare.
5. ChancelleryDiwan al-Rag’il) : This was headed by the Principal Secretary
with the responsibility of drawing up imperial matels, diplomas, letters
patent and political correspondermganerally.
6. Audit DepartmentDiwan al-Zimam)concerned itself with audit and
account it was founded by al-Mahdi.
7. Appellate Cour{Diwan al-Nazar fi al-Mazlim): It is a kind of appeal court
intended to redress cases of miscarriage of justittee administrative and
political departments.
The provincial administration was conducted by gowes appointed by thealiph
but whose powers and jurisdiction were consideraibbpmscribed. Theudical
authority as in central administration was entrdistethe provincial Qadibly
supported by a number of deputies, stationed imlifiierenttowns.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISES

Appraise the system of Administration under thebagid caliphate

4.0 CONCLUSION

The zeal with which the founding fathers of the babid caliphate pursuedtie
state affairs became lost in the administratiothefsubsequent ruler&reed,
over-ambition, luxurious life, lack of foresightdarmcompetence wetbe
common symptoms that eventually combined themsdlgise the eventughid
of Hulagu in 1258 C.E. Despite this however, tipeagress in the ared
infrastructural development, intellectual awakerang improvement dife
generally still make them forces to be reckonedth witthe history ofslam.

10¢€



5.0 SUMM ARY

Th Mongols waged fierce wars with the Muslims; aging many properties
and killing people.
After sacking a lot of cities and making them dat they shifted their
directions to Baghatl.
The Mongol forces under Hulagu laid siege on Baghahd wrecked.
The casue of the 'Alasid downfall include problem of consolidation of
each government; unstable and ill-defined systeadafinistration and
racialdivision.
Others are the emergence of various religio-palisect as well as
economic factor.
The Caliphate established some important depattikerDiwan al-Kharaj,
Diwan al-Shurtah, Diwan al-Baridndothers.

6.0 TUTOR MARKED ASSIGNMENT
Mention and explain two factors that led to thdajmde of the 'Abbsid empire.
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