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Introduction
CTH102 Major Religious Groups in Nigeria.

Major Religious Groups in Nigeria is designed foudents to learn
about the origin and functions of each group inedig Besides, it also
teachings about the aims and objectives of eachememt in the
country. Furthermore, this course also examinegakes being played
by each movement in Nigeria.

The following are the major religious groups in 8lig.. Christianity,
Islam, Traditional/Oriental. However, we shallaliss sub-groups that
make up the named major religious groups in thissm

Within Christianity, we have the Christian Counofl Nigeria (CCN),
The Bible Society of Nigeria (BSN), Christian Asgdmn of Nigeria
(CAN), Young Men’s Christian Association (YMCA) and¥oung
Women Christian Association (YWCA).

Further more, within Islam groups we have followinghe Supreme
Council for Islamic Affairs, The Muslim Students ety of Nigeria.
The lalah Movement, The Ansar-Ud-Deen Society of Nigema The
Ahmadiyya Muslim Jama’at Movement, Nigeria.  Within
Traditional/Oriental groups we have Orunmila, Secsecieties —
Egungun, Eckankar, Hare Krisha, Bahai Brotherhobthe Cross and
Star.

The course is available to all students who stedigions in Nigeria.
The course consists of sixteen (16) study units ianstructured into
three (3) modules of five (5) study units for thestf module and the
second module consists of six (6) study units. [&vie third module is
made up of five (5) study units respectively.

This course guide tells you briefly what the couis@bout, what you
are expected to know in each study unit, what @uraterials you will
be using and how you can work your way throughdhmaterials.

It also emphasizes the need for tutor-marked assgis. There are
periodic tutorial classes, among others, as shovihd table of contents
of this document.

Finally, the course will be of great help to bothriStian and Muslim
students by providing means of religious understandetween the
adherents of both faiths in Nigeria.
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What You will Learn in this Course

The overall aim of the course: Major Religious @Gs in Nigeria, is
designed and produces to help students learn &fmigtianity, Islam,
and Traditional/Oriental religious groups in Nigeri

Also, it aim is to indicate the roles played by tké&gious groups in the
lives of humankind in Nigeria.

Accordingly, during the course, you will learn tingportance of religion
in the lives of Nigerians.

Course Aims

The aim of this course can be summarized as thataufing you to
understand the origin of the three (3) major religi groups in Nigeria;
why you must identify the contributions of the thrg8) major religious

groups towards religious harmony in Nigeria; thasel link between the
teachings of the three (3) religions in the country

Course Objectives

To achieve the aims set out above, there is a fsebjectives, both
general and for each course as well as for the tasdiereof.

It is advisable that you pay attention to thesesdiyes as they should
assist you to assess the extent to which the ratgexi each stage meet
the set objectives.

The following are the overall objectives of the s®y or what you are
expected to know and do on the successful completithe course:

(a) State the origin of each of the major religigusups in Nigeria.

(b) List some of the roles being played by eaclyimis movement
in the country.

(c) Explain the aims and objectives of the thregomaeligious
groups in Nigeria.

(d) Identify the achievements of the three (3) mag@igious groups
in Nigeria.

(e) Analyse the teachings of each religious granpke country.
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Working Through This Course

To successfully complete this course, you are redquio read and
carefully study all the sixteen (16) course uniach course unit, as
well as parts of thereof, has self-assessment isgerélso at designated
points in the course, you are required to compkaiémit assignments
for assessment purposes. At the end of the cotmsee will be a final

examination. The total marks will be shared betwtde assignments
and the final examination, as explained below.

Course Materials

Course Guide

Study Units

References
Assessment/Assignment Files Presentation Schedule
Tutor-Marked Assignment (TMAS)
Final Examination and Grading
Course Marking Scheme

Course Overview

How to get the most from this course
Tutors and Tutorials

Summary

References

Main

Study Units
The following is the outline of the sixteen (16)&y units of this course,
divided into three (3) modules of five (5) studyitansix (6) study units

and five (5) study units respectively.

Module 1  Major Christian Religious groups in Nigetia

Unit 1 The Christian Council of Nigeria (CCN)
Unit 2 The Bible Society of Nigeria

Unit 3 Christian Association of Nigeria (CAN
Unit 4 Young Men’s Christian Association
Unit 5 Young Women Christian Association

Module 2  Major Religious Groups in Islam

Unit 1 The Supreme Council for Islamic Affairs
Unit 2 The Muslim Students’ Society of Nigeria
Unit 3 |zalah Movement

Unit 4 Tijaniyyah Movement
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Unit 5 Ansar-Ud-Deen Society of Nigeria
Unit 6 Ahamadiyya Muslim Jama’at Movement Nigeria

Module 3  Traditional/Oriental Religious Groups

Unit 1 Orunmilia

Unit 2 Secret Societies (Egungun Group)

Unit 3 Eckankar Group

Unit 4 The Hare Krisha Movement, and Bahai Movetsen
Unit 5 Brotherhood of the Cross and Star or Olun@ilamba

Obu Movement
Textbooks and References

Azees Olabiyi, The BHah and its Dawa activities in Nigeria, 1973 —
1996 seminar Paper, Ibadan.

Abun-Nasr, J. M. The Tijaniyyah: A Sufi Order inettModern Word<
London Oxford University Press, 1965.

Adisa Y. A., Life of Shaylah Ibrahim Niars Long B&ss Department of
Arabic and Islamic Studies, University of Ibada@78.

Ahamadiyya Muslim Jama’at Nigeria, A Brief Histoof Ahamadiyya
Muslim in Nigeria in the Ar-Risallah Islamic commuaation
(Nig) Ltd. Oyo State.

Muslims, merit award, 2005/2006.

“Allah”, Encyclopaedia of Islam Online 4/3/2007.

Awolalu and Dopamu, West African Traditional retigi Onibonoje
Press and Book Industries (Nig.) limited, Ibadagé¥ia, 1979.

abcdef Esslemont J. E., Baha'ullah and the News8rad. Wilmette,
lllinois USA, Bahai, Publishing Trust 1980.

Christian Responsibility in an Independent Nigeltigdan CCN 1960.

Christian Council of Nigeria Constitution, Article New constitution
Approved, November, 2004.

Chicago: Encyclopaedia Britannica

Effendi Shoghi God Passes, Wilmette lllinois USA.



CTH102 HE MAJOR RELIGIOUS GROUPS IN NIGERIA

Bahai Publishing Trust, 1944.

Garret, T .S. and R. M. C. Jeffery Unity in Nigeriamndon, Edinburgh
House Press, 1965.

Oyalana A. S., Christian Witnessing in Nigeria, Goom and Divided,
Daystar Press, Ibadan, 2005.

Ola-Akande S. T. “The Unity of the Faith in Chrésti Brotherhood,
Lecture at the first Plenary Session of CAN, Iba@afi — 29"
April, 1983.

Y. A. Quadari, The Tijaniyya in Nigeria, Ph.D. TiesAhmadu Bello,
University, Zaria, 1986.

Excerpted from the Internet 4/3 /2007.

“Islam”, Encyclopaedia of Religion Online 4/3/2007.

“Quran”, Encyclopaedia of Islam Online 4/3/2007.

Interview

A.S. Oyalana, aged 70 years, Date: 3-3-2007, Plbadan.

Mrs Hannah Haruna, aged 72 years, Date: 7-5-2084ePOkene.
Ahmed A.F. aged 60 years, Date: 8-5-2007, Placgota

Every unit contains a list of references and furtteadings. Try to get
as many as possible of those textbooks and mateligted. The
textbooks and materials are meant to deepen yoowlkdge of the
course.

Assignment File

In this file, you will find all the details of thassignments you must
submit to your tutor for marking. The mark you aht in these
assignments will count towards the final mark fobistcourse, in the
ratio of 30:70.

Self —Assessment Exercise (SAE)

Your assessment will be based in tutor-marked assemts (TMAS),
seminars and written examination. You are expettedupply the
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information, knowledge, techniques acquired during course. The
assignments must be submitted to your tutor withi period of the
deadline. These assignments will count for 30%sowir total mark.

At the end of the course you will need to sit fdireal written two-hour
examination for the remaining 70% mark for the seur

Tutor-Marked-Assignments (TMAS)

Assignment questions for the units are compilethaAssignment File.
You should be able to complete your assignment ftloeninformation
and material contained in your course study units.

When you have completed each assignment, semgéiher with TMA

to your tutor. Make sure that each assignmenthe=sagour tutor on or
before the deadline given. If however, you canpagsibly complete
your assignment on time, contact your tutor befibbe assignment is
due, to discuss the possibility of an extension.

Final Examination and Grading
The two-hour examination will consist of questionkich reflect the
type of self-testing practice exercise and tutorked problems you

have come across. All areas of the course widdsessed.

Course Marking Grading

The final course mark will be distributed as folEw

Assessment Mark

Tutor-Marked Assignments Four assignments, besethrarks
of the four counts at 30% of course
marks.

Final Examination 70%

Total 100%

Table 1: Course Mark Allocations.

Course Overview

Table 2 brings together the units, the weeks topteta them and the
accompanying assignments.

Vi
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Table 2: Course Organizer

Unit Title of Work Weeks Assessment

Activity (End of Unit)

Course Guide Week 1

Module 1  Major Christian Religious Groups in Nigera

Unitl [The Christian Council c¢| Week1l | Assignment1
Nigeria (CCN)

Unit 2 The Bible Society of Nigeria Week 21  Assigmitwe?2

Unit 3 Christian  Association of Week 3 | Assignments 3
Nigeria (CAN

Unit 4 Young Men's Christian Week 4 | Assignment 4
Association

Unit 5 Young Women Christiap Week 5 | Assignment 5
Association

Module 2 Major Religious Groups in Islam

Unit 1 The Supreme Council for Week 6 | Assignment 6
Islamic Affairs

Unit 2 The Muslim Students’ Week 7 | Assignment 7
Society of Nigeria

Unit 3 Izalah Movement Week 8| Assignment 8

Unit 4 Tijaniyyah Movement Week 9| Assignment 9

Unit 5 Ansar-Ud-Deen Society of Week 10 | Assignment 10
Nigeria

Unit 6 Ahamadiyya Muslim Jama’at Week 11 | Assignment 11
Movement Nigeria

Module 3  Traditional/Oriental Religious Groups

Unit 1 Orunmilia Week 12| Assignment 12

Unit 2 Secret Societies (EgungunWeek 13 | Assignment 13
Group)

Unit 3 Eckankar Group Week 14  Assignment 14

Unit 4 The Hare Krisha Movement, Week 15 | Assignment 15
and Bahai Movements

Unit 5 Brotherhood of the Cross apndWeek 16 | Assignment 16
Star or Olumba Olumba Obu
Movement
Examination Week 17

Total 17 Weeks

vii
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How to get the most from this Course

In distance learning, the study units replace tha/éfsity lecturer. This
is one of the advantages of distance learningythiatcan read and work
through specifically designed study materials atrymwvn pace, and at a
time and place that suit you best. You should theen (study unit
materials) as reading lectures, instead of lisgnio them in the
classroom. In the same way that a lecturer mighyysu some reading
to do, the study units also tell you when to readrytext materials.

You are provided exercise to do at appropriate tpgumst as a lecturer
might give you class exercises.

Each of the study units follows a common formahe Tirst item is an
introduction to the subject matter of the unit dwasv a particular unit is
integrated with the other units and the course wha@e. Next to this is
a set of learning objectives. These objectivesytet know what you
should be able to do by the time you have complitedinit.

These learning objectives are meant to guide yiuatys The moment a
unit is finished, you must go back and check wheylo& have achieved
the stated objectives.

If this is made a habit, then you will significantmprove your chance
of passing the course.

However, when you run into any difficultly, telepteyour tutor or visit
the Study centre nearest to you for assistancemeRwer that your
tutor’s job is to help you. When you need helgréore, don’'t hesitate
to call and ask him to provide it.

The following is a practical strategy, for workitigough the course:

Read the course Guide thoroughly, several timegnsure that the
message gets really across to you.

0] Organize a study schedule. Refer to the ‘ceuwrgerview’ for
more details. Note the time you are expected emdmn each
unit and how the assignments relate to the units leow the
assignments relate to the units. Important inféoiona e.g.
details of your tutorials and the date of the fidsty of the
semester, is available at the Study Centre.

(i)  Once you have created your own study schedibegverything
you can to stick to it. The major reason why stugldail is that
they get behind with their course work. If you geb difficulties

viii
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with your schedule, please let your tutor know befdis too late
or help.

(i) Assemble the study material. Information abevhat you need

(iv)

v)

(vi)

(vii)

for a unit is given in the overview at the begirgof each unit.

Work through the unit. The content of the tuitself has been
arranged to provide a sequence for you to follods you work
through the units you will be instructed as to wttaread from
them. Keep in touch with the Study centre. Up-étedcourse
information will be continuously available there.

Well before the relevant due dates (about 4ksedeefore due
dates), check on the assignment at the Study Canttéake note
of your next required assignment. Keep in mind tyau will

learn a lot by doing the assignments carefully asmthey fall due.
Do not allow backlog. They have been designecktp f1lou meet
the objectives of the course and, therefore, valphyou pass the
examination. Submit all assignments not later thadue date.

Again, on the exercises/assignments, you @igcover that these
are placed both within (under each major section) @ the end
of the unit. Some of the sectional exercises de ased as
TMAs at the end. You are free to undertake thegassent either
section by section or together at the end. They@asents are
however graded per unit and not section by section.

Review the objectives for each study unit donfirm that you
have achieved them. If you feel unsure about ahythe
objectives, review the study materials again andirag@nd/or
consult your tutor.

(vii) When you are confident that you have achava unit's

(ix)

objectives, you can then go on to the next unitoc®ed, unit by
unit, through the course and try to plan your stadgh that you
keep yourself on schedule.

When you have submitted an assignment to ytdor for
marking, do not wait for its return before starmgthe next unit.
Keep to your schedule. When the assignment ignedy pay
particular attention to your tutor’'s comments, both the tutor-
marked assignment from also written on the assigmroensult
your tutor as soon as possible if you have any topres or
problems.
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(x)  After completing the last unit, review the cserand prepare
yourself for the final examination. Check that ywave achieved
the unit objectives (listed at the beginning ofreaait) and the
course objectives (listed in this course Guide).

Tutors and Tutorials

There are 8 hours of tutorials provided in suppdrthis course. You
will be notified of the dates, times and locatioh these tutorials,
together with the name and phone number of yowr,tais soon as you
are allocated a tutorial group.

Your tutor will mark and comment on your assignrmseikeep a close
watch on your progress and on any difficulties ywight encounter and
provide assistance to you during the course.

You must mail your tutor-marked assignments to yowor before the
due date (at least two working days are requirddjey will be marked
by your tutor and returned to you as soon as plassib

Do not hesitate to contact your tutor by teleph@mail or by a visit to
the Study Centre, if you need help.

The following might be circumstances in which yooul find help
necessary. Contact your tutor if:

0] You do not understand any part of the studytauuror the
assignment(s) readings

(i) You have difficulty with any exercise

(i)  You have a question or problem with an assigmt with your
tutor's comments, on an assignment or with the iggp@f an
assignment.

You should try your best to attend the tutorialBhis is the only chance
to have face-to-face contact with your tutor ankl @sestions, which are
answered instantly. You can also raise any proldaoountered in the
course of your Study at the tutorials.

To gain the maximum benefit from course tutorigiepare a question
list before attending them. You will learn a lobrh participating
actively in the discussions.

We wish you success in the programme.
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MODULE 1

Unit 1 The Christian Council of Nigeria (CCN)
Unit 2 The Bible Society of Nigeria

Unit 3 Christian Association of Nigeria (CAN)
Unit 4 Young Men’s Christian Association
Unit 5 Young Women Christian Association

UNIT1 THE CHRISTIAN COUNCIL OF NIGERIA
(CCN)

CONTENTS

1.0 Introduction
2.0  Objectives
3.0 Main Content
3.1  The origin of CCN Group
3.2  The Formation of Regional Committees
3.3  Achievements of the Christian Council of Nigeri
4.0 Conclusion
5.0 Summary
6.0 Tutor-Marked Assignment
7.0 References/Further Readings

1.0 INTRODUCTION

This unit will introduce you to the origin of theh@stian Council of

Nigeria. It will further state some of the achievants of the religious

group in Nigeria.

2.0 OBJECTIVES

After completing this unit, you should be able to:

. State the origin of the Christian Council Group

. Identify the contribution of the group towards tkpread of
gospel in Nigeria.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 The Origin of Christian Council of Nigeria

In 1929, the Anglican, Methodists, Presbyterianptida and Sudan
Interior Missionaries assembled themselves at @ymtin Oyo (now
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Oyo State), Nigeria, to consider an Education Lavhictv the
government was about to pass into Law. These growgre chairman
by the right Reverend Melville Jones of the Angicdenomination. He
was Bishop of Lagos Anglican Diocese, Nigeria. pheposed law was
sought to separate religion from formal educatrohligeria.

The religious groups that came together to consfteerbove mentioned
issue worshipped together. They had fellowshipetiogr without
denominational indifferent. Among these delegafesn different
denominations that came together under the umboélBishop Jones,
suggested that their fellowship must be perman®att of the Christian
Religious Groups in Nigeria. For these reasorss fitist meeting of all
attended members of various denominations of tegigus meeting in
1929 met and held another meeting in 1930 underutherella of
Bishop Jones in Lagos.

However, most of the missionaries that attended sueeting were
representatives of overseas churches. The megangvas held in 1930
paved way for the members to discuss spiritual grat the church in
Nigeria. This led to the formation of what is ndwown and called
“The Christian Council of Nigeria”.

3.2 The Formation of Regional Committees

In order for the religious group to keep on monitgrthe spiritual
growth of the church in Nigeria, the body arrivada@aming the policy
of dividing the country into regional sectors in309

The Church Council of Nigeria set up Regional Cottees for
Southern Christian group. But the group left thertNern Christian
members of the group to form their own committest thill look over
the spiritual growth of the church in the northaligeria.

The Northern Christians therefore established tlo®in committee,
known as the “Northern Christian council”. The MNarn Christian
Council however included other groups that hadgdithe Christian
Council in the Southern part of Nigeria in their rowgroup. The
Southern Regional Committees to pay attention ¢oirtmediate issues
that might have affect the spiritual growth of ttreurch in their areas.

3.1.2 Achievements of the Christian Council of Nig&

The achievements of the Christian Council of Nigeri
The achievements of this council include:

0] The uniting of Christians as one body in JeShsist in Nigeria.
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(i)  The religious group had contributed to thedaling:

The preparation of Christian literature, Evangeisampaigns,
the training of Youth Work leaders, training chapaat the
hospital at Umuahia, appointment of representatiee$ederal
government of Nigeria on matters that affect religi freedom,
education, medical work and stability of Democratic
Government in Nigeria.

(i)  The religious body encouraged the Christiaamenunity in the
University of Ibadan to build the Chapel of the &esction of
the University of Ibadan, Ibadan, Nigeria.

(iv)  The group encouraged extensive evangelisth@tountry.

(v)  Christians were encouraged to embark on effectirayers on
March 9" and 18' 1986 to attack the common opponent of
Christianity in the country.

(vi) The Group has established the Christian Cduhderature
Department in Nigeria. The department is engageoook and
magazine publishing. The department is registagdaystar
Press (Publishers) in 1960.

(vii) The group educated Christian at the grassrawt the issue of
organization of Islamic Countries (OIC).

(viii) The religious group has also established bhstitute of church
and Society at Ibadan. It serves as the Confer€ecdre for the
Christian Council of Nigeria.

The functions of this centre are to stimulate theughts of Christian
and the citizens of Nigeria to more enlightenmérthe Word of God in
relation to practical life. This is done throughonéerences,
consultations, workshops, discussion groups, retreend various
projects at the Institute.

The Institute has embarked on the Leaf Protein eetopnd the
programme for Christian — Muslim relations in Afic The programme
for Christian — Muslim relations is concerned wille fostering better
understanding between Christians and Muslims. @alée encourages
personal relationships among the participants efgtogramme that is
held in the Institute.

The Christian Council of Churches in Nigeria hasamaged Christians
to embark on the Jerusalem Pilgrimage.
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4.0 CONCLUSION

In this unit, you have learnt that the Christianu@adl of Churches
Nigeria is a religious group which fosters on gpal well-being of all
Christians in Nigeria.

The body or group began with the missionary that mantioned earlier
in this unit.

5.0 SUMMARY
You have understood the following from this unit:

- The Christian Council of Churches Nigeria, hasught from all
over Nigeria Christians to unite as a body in J&3usst.

- The group has trained many youths on evangelmpaigns
leadership and hospital visitations.

- The religious groups have established the Chagpfelthe
Resurrection of the University of Ibadan to promGteristianity
in the campus.

- The group has encouraged Christians to embarklesasalem
Pilgrimage.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

State the origin of Christian Council of NigeriaG®R) group.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

Discuss the achievements of the Christian CounciNigeria (CCN)
group.

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READINGS

Oyalana, A.S. (2005) Christian Witnessing in NigerCommon and
Divided, Daystar Press, Ibadan.

Ola-Akande, S.T. (1983), “The Unity of the Faith @hristian
Brotherhood”, Lecture at the First Plenary SesstdnCAN,
Ibadan, 2% — 29" April, 1983.

Garret, T.S. and R.M.C. Jeffrey (1965) Unity in B8ligd (London:
Edinburgh House Press).
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Christian Responsibility in an Independent Nigélmdan CCN, 1960).

Christian Council of Nigeria constitution Articlg Ibid. Article IIl New
Constitution Approved, November, 2004.
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UNIT 2 THE BIBLE SOCIETY OF NIGERIA
RELIGIOUS GROUP

CONTENTS

1.0 Introduction
2.0 Objectives
3.0 Main Content
3.1 A Brief History of the Bible Society of Nigeri
3.2 The aims and objectives of the Bible SociétMigeria
3.3 Membership of the religious Group
3.4  Achievement of the Religious Group
3.5 Methods used by the Bible Society of Nigeriaathieve
her aims and objectives
3.6  The roles of Church Denominations in the Bibbeiety of
Nigeria
3.7 Types and Fees of Membership
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1.0 INTRODUCTION
This unit discusses the inauguration of the Bildeiety in Nigeria. It
also explains the aims of the religious group. tfr@nmore, the unit

enables you know some of the relevant roles the¢ lheen played by
the Bible Society of Nigeria to bring peace andyto Nigerians.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
By the end of this unit, you should be able to:

° State who the Bible Society of Nigeria are;
° Identify the achievements of the Bible SocietyNigeria.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 A Brief History of the Bible Society of Nigeria

The Bible Society of Nigeria is a member of the 1&&lies of the
United Bible Societies worldwide. The Bible Soyietf Nigeria was
formally inaugurated on February 8, 1966 and is i@n source of
scriptures distribution in Nigeria.
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3.2

The Aims and Objectives of the Bible Society digeria

Below are the stated aims and objectives of théeBSociety of Nigeria:

)

(2)

3)

(4)

(5)

(6)

(7)

(8)
(9)

(10)

(11)
(12)

3.3

To promote the widest possible distribution ardding of the
Holy Scripture.

To initiate and promote the translation, puddiien, distribution
and use of the scripture in as many languages &ldcts of
Nigeria as may be considered necessary, in cotisultand
cooperation with the churches concerned.

To encourage and assist the correct and idiortrainslation and
revision of the scripture and to ensure the figedihd clarity of
which it is responsible.

To publish any version of the scripture or gquayt thereof only
after approval has been given by the National B@drdnnual
General Meeting (AGM).

To publish the scriptures without doctrinal e®tand or
comments.

To be a member of the United Bible Societies.

To work with the local churches and seek thamutive
participation in all the activities of the sociegspecially in
translation, publication, distribution and finar@apport.

To provide news/information concerning the sitnies and the
works of the United Bible Societies.

To solicit financial assistance from individsialchurches and
other groups and to receive and retain endowmerthéwork of
the society.

To undertake the production of the Bible asll vas other
Christian literature to meet local needs.

To establish a printing press.

To do all or any of the above as principlesstees, or agents or
otherwise and either alone or in conjunction witly ather body
or persons and either by or through agents, trasteetherwise.

Membership of the Religious Group

Membership of the Bible Society of Nigeria is ogenevery Christian
who confesses Jesus Christ as his/her personabBaamd accepts the
Bible in its entirety as the inspired Word of GeodNigeria. He or she
would obtain an application form for membershiphat Bible Society of
Nigeria office at Apapa, Lagos or though the ing@mmww.biblesociety-

nigeria.org
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3.4 Achievements of the Religious group in Nigeria

The Bible Society of Nigeria have translated an@llighed numerous
Bibles in various Nigerian languages for both thet&stants and Roman
Catholics.

3.5 Methods used by the Bible Society of Nigeria tAchieve
Her Aims and Objectives

Bible Society Auxiliaries are created by the grodphese auxiliaries are
formed by members in group of churches in any gleeality uniting to
assist the Bible Society work on voluntary basidarrthe leadership of
a Committee elected by them. All members mustrigeto an auxiliary
for proper identification and active involvementthe activities of the
society.

The National Board consists of two members fronhemea. The body

Is responsible for policy making. The National Bbalso created areas
out of the auxiliaries that are available in a giygace. Each area is
managed by a committee. Members of a given aranade up of at

most four (4) representatives elected from eaclhlianxin that area.

The group also creates zones. These zones congfr@senumber of
areas which elect two representatives to the NalidBxecutive
Committee. The National Executive Committee dsettte business
activities of the Bible Society of Nigeria. In atlon to this, the body
makes recommendations of man policy and adminiggratecisions to
the National Board for approval. It also ensutest the management
executes all decisions through the assistance ohes@dvisory
committees set up by her.

3.6 The Roles of Church Denominations in the Bibl&ociety
of Nigeria

The affiliated church denominations to the groupNigeria do allow

their local church members to celebrate the BibleeWV in their

locations. This enables everybody in such areabet@ware of the
existence of the Bible Society in their towns, esgtior villages. The
annual celebration week is also used to raise fuisdsthe Bible

Society’s work in Nigeria. By doing so, the afiléd denominations
promote Bible cause in Nigeria.

The printed scriptures are distributed to newlyvested Christians free
of charge.
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3.7 Types and Fees of Membership

Life Membership for the Christian couple costsl,000.00 (one
thousand naira) While the Life Membership for agnChristian costs
N750.00 (seven hundred and fifty naira).

The Associate Membership cest280.00 (two hundred and fifty naira).
This comprises children whose age is under 18 vydarsthe
Christiandom.

The annual membership is meant for the adult aiscdrénewable yearly.
It costs=N300.00(three hundred naira) for such a membeéregtoup.

Members’ Annual Subscription minimum e£1R0.00 (one hundred
naira) is used to support the work of the groupuatiy the adherent of
Christian religious group.

Special Life Members (single) costs5000.00 (five thousand naira)
(minimum) while couple costs-3\500.00 (five thousand five hundred
naira).

4.0 CONCLUSION

In this unit, you have learnt about the Bible sbcief Nigeria. You
have also discovered the roles which the groupepldyy making the
Bible available for the people to make use of igd¥ia.

5.0 SUMMARY

If you have gone through this unit carefully, ydwsld be aware of the
following points:

1. The Bible Society of Nigeria have translated gmblished
various Bibles in Nigerian Languages.

2. Membership of the Bible Society of Nigeria iseapto all
Christians in the country.

3. The Bible Society has distributed a lot of Bfhte many people
in Nigeria. These scriptures have helped many i\ige receive
Jesus Christ as their personal Saviour in Nigeria.

4. Individual Christian needs to contribute towaths translation
and publication of the Bible in Nigeria.

5. The Bible Society of Nigeria is meant for bdtle Protestants and
the Catholics in Nigeria.
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SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE
Enumerate the achievements of the Bible Socielyigéria.
Solution:
The Bible Society of Nigeria have translated an@llighed numerous
Bibles in various Nigerian languages for both thet€stants and Roman
Catholics.

10 marks
6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT
Discuss the aims and objectives of the Bible Sp@éiNigeria.

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READINGS

The Bible Society of Nigeria, 0Anniversary 1966 — 2006, Annual
Report and Accounts, 2005.

The Bible Society of Nigeria, Bible A — Month CldRegistration Card.
Bible Society of Nigeria, Application form for memiship.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

This unit will introduce you to the Christian Assatoon of Nigeria. It
will discuss the reasons for the establishmenthefreligious group in
Nigeria. The unit tells you the objectives of Glian Association of
Nigeria.

2.0 OBJECTIVES

At the end of this unit, you should be able to:-

. Explain the commitment of the group;
. Discuss the reason why Christians are united apodg in Jesus
Christ.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 The Christian Association of Nigeria as one Bgdin
Christ

The Christians in Nigeria belong to different chhes and
denominations. However, they came together at $agol inaugurated
the CAN on 24 February, 1980. They serve One God, Jesus CGmibt
enjoy the grace of God preaching through JesussCinriNigeria. The
group is inspired by the Holy Spirit who directsdacomforts them
during persecutions in the country. The body isnigaconcerned with

11
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the welfare and solidarity of Christians in Nigeri&his religious group
is committed to the spread of Christianity all oldgeria. The group
also focuses its attention on the promotion of &lam love and unity in
the country. By their oneness in Jesus Christy teve fulfilled the
scriptures that say: “That they all may be one”.

For the above mentioned reasons, the constitufitimeogroup defines it
thus: Christian Association of Nigeria as an Asstoan of Christian

Churches with distinct identities, recognizable rchustructures and a
system of worship of One God in the Trinity of tRather, Son and
Holy Spirit. The body makes Jesus Christ the eeotrall its works and

promotes the glory of God, by encouraging the ghoarid unity of the

churches, and helping them to lead the nation angéople to partake
of Christ’s salvation and all its fruits.

3.2 The Objectives of the Religious Group

The constitution of the group states that the dhjes of Christian
Association of Nigeria shall include the following:

(@) To serve as a basis of response to the unitythefChurch,
especially as contained in our Lord’s pastoral pra§That they
may be One” (John 17:21).

(b) To promote understanding, peace and unity antbagvarious
people and strata of society in Nigeria, throughphopagation of
the Gospel.

(c) To act as a liaison committee, by means of lwhis member-
Christian can consult together and when necessargke
common statement and take common actions.

(d) To act as watch-man of the spiritual and mavelfare of the
nation.

3.3 Membership of the Association

Any church that has been registered under Compaanes Allied
Matters Act 1990 or previous legislations of thel&®l Government of
Nigeria but belong to one of the five church groupsntioned below is
qualified to register as a member of the group.

(1) Catholic Secretariat of Nigeria (CSN)

(2)  Christian council of Nigeria (CCN)

(3) Christian Pentecostal Fellowship of Nigeria &\ / Pentecostal
Fellowship of Nigeria (PFN)

(4)  Organization of African Instituted Churches (I and

(5) Tekan and Evangelical Church of West Africa YEE)
Fellowship.

12
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The Organs of the Association

The organs of the Christian Association of Nigesi@ made up the
following bodies.

(1)
(2)
(3
4)
(5)
(6)
(1)
(8)

The National Assembly

The National Executive Committee

The President — in — Council

Zonal Assembly

Zonal Executive

The State Assembly

The State Executive Committee

The Local Government Executive Committee.

The National Assembly is the highest policy makibgdy of the
Association in Nigeria. It comprises the followirgpresentatives:

(1)
(2)
3)

4)
®)

(6)

(7)
(8)

9)

3.5

Catholic Secretariat has 50 delegates

Christian council of Nigeria has 50 delegates

Christian Pentecostal Fellowship of Nigeria Enfcostal
Fellowship of Nigeria have 50 delegates

Organization of African Instituted Churches Bb@sdelegates
Tekan and Evangelical church of West Africa, gétia,
Fellowship has 50 delegates

1 representative from each State Branch of G&N FCT CAN
has 37 delegates

The National Officers of the Association hasdilegates

Past Presidents and General Secretaries oAskeciation are
honorary members

The National Chairman and Secretary of the Moing of CAN
and Women Wing CAN have 4 delegates.

The Major Directors of the Association

The function of the major Directors of the Associatis very important,
therefore, you need to know them.

)
(@)

(b)

DIRECTOR OF ECUMENISM AND INTER-FAITH

Director of Ecumenism and Inter-faith is in ay@ of all the
ecumenical activities involving all the differerfturch groups of
the Association.

The body promotes ecumenical harmony and utatedig
among the various blocks and denominations of tbeoAiation.

13
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(€)

(d)

2)

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

3)

(a)

(b)

()

(4)

(@)

(b)

®)

(@)
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It also mediates in all conflicts and misundnsling that involve
members’ blocs and denominations.

The responsibility of the Director also inclgdthat of making
sure that member-blocs maintains and promotes tht®ric
Christian faith and morals.

THE DIRECTOR OF LEGAL AND PUBLIC AFFAIRS

The Director of Legal and Public Affairs takesp all legal
matters concerning the Association.

He draws up, vets and legally advice on allntractual
documents, literature, paper and publication méarthe public.

The Director gives publicly to the existenadfairs and activities
of the Association and act as its Public Relatidficer.

He produces, promotes a publicizes all thelipabons of the
Association.

DIRECTOR OF NATIONAL ISSUES AND SOCIAL
WELFARE

The Director of National Issues and Social \Affis in charge
of the National Issues including moral, social, remmic and
political welfare of the nation.

He is in charge of the welfare of the membéithe Association

He articulates plans, formulates, and carries lbroad and
benefiting welfare programme of the Association.

DIRECTOR OF EDUCATION, YOUTH AND WOMEN
DEVELOPMENT

This Director is in charge of education, yowhd women
development in the nation.

He plans for a well balanced Christian Educatimat protects the
morality of Nigeria.

DIRECTOR OF PLANNING, RESEARCH AND STRATEGY

He is in charge of planning, research and esjiatactivities of
the Association.
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(b)

(€)
3.6

The Director maintains a data and informati@ankb of every
necessary plan and activity.

He is in charge of surveillance and intelligenc

The Achievements of the Group in Nigeria

The achievements of the Christian Association ofexa religious
group are:

(1)

2)

3

(4)

(5)

(6)

(7)

(8)

The Christian Association of Nigeria urged otlbhurch groups
to support the Ogoni council of churches to streegt its
ministry in the Ogoni land during crises in thedan

The Association made a public statement tcasgddhe 19 Ogoni
people that were held by the Federal Governmennhglarises in
the land.

The group revived its activities in the fieldl meace, justice and
development in Nigeria. The Association also womkih
existing human rights training and civic educafwagrammes in
Nigeria.

The Christian Association encourages othegiaalis groups by
convening workshops in Nigeria on the church raleevery
society in Nigeria during crises.

The group encourages seminaries and theologicld¢ges in
Nigeria to develop joint social justice / ethicgrazula with the
assistance of international ecumenical bodiesefbrid.

During the period of the late Head of Staten&al Sani Abacha,
the body urged the government to release the fallgweople:

19 Ogoni detainees and all political detaineesuniclg late

Moshood K.O. Abiola, late Shehu Musa Yar'Adua, fkra&wvie

Kokori and President Olusegun Obasanjo.

The Christian Association of Nigeria also urgde Federal
Government to withdraw all troops from Ogoni lanmdlalisband
the Rivers State Internal Security task Force ideorto allow
peace to reign in Nigeria (Excerpted from the Inég).

During Christian persecution in the Northerrrtpaf Nigeria,

especially in llorin town, the group urged Christiarganizations
to come together in defence of the Christian faitthe Northern

15
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areas. This makes all churches in the areas utntgdher as one
body in Jesus Christ to defend their faith withimar.

(9) The Association has brought churches to a greatderstanding,
tolerance and respect for one another in Nigeria.

4.0 CONCLUSION

In this unit, you have learnt that it was the comdraent of our Lord
Jesus Christ that Christians should unite togetAed one of the means
for them to unite as a body is through the formmatixd The Christian

Association of Nigeria. This group is also formedorder to protect
their faith in Nigeria.

5.0 SUMMARY

The following is a summary of the major pointshie unit:

The Christian Association of Nigeria is one bodyJesus Christ; the
Association fosters in the propagation of the gbspBligeria; the group
also protects and promoted church interests in d¢bantry; the

Association serves as the watchdog of the spirdandl moral welfare of
the Christian body in the country. Membershippgmto the registered
churches with the Federal government of Nigeria.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

Write out the achievements of the group.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

List the objectives of the Christian Associatiom\bferia.

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READINGS

The Most Reverend (Dr.) Peter Akinola D.O., CONQ4R President
Constitution of Christian Association of NigeriaAf¥) 17" June.

Adewumi, J.B. (1986). Brief Information of llori@ity Branch of the
Christian Association of Nigeria.

A.S. Oyalana (2005). Christian Witnessing in NigelCommn a
Divided, Daystar Press, Ibadan December.

Excerpted from the Internet, The Church councilNbferia meeting
minutes.
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Mr. Samuel O. Abegunde, aged 35 years, intervieBete: & January,
207, Place: llorin. He is the Secretary of lloity CAN,
Nigeria.

Reverend Adeyemo, aged 55 years, interviewed, D&feJanuary,

2007, Place: llorin. He is the Sub-Dean of saintrnBbas
Cathedral Church, Sabo-Oke llorin Kwara State.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

This unit deals with the Young Men’s Christian Asistion (YCMA)
that was founded in London, England on June 6, 18¢4George
Williams.

You will also learn about how Williams used the Agsation to solve
some social problems that confronted some youths wrked in the
industry daily but had to contend with pick-pockstethugs and
drunkards in the night wile they were supposedetodsting for the next
day’s work.

Williams therefore, formed the YMCA to impact motalon those

youths who indulged in immorality in the camp oé timdustry workers

in England.

In this unit, you will also learn about how the angsation became an
International Organisation that now moulds the b&haal pattern of

youths in the world.

2.0 OBJECTIVES

By the end of this unit, you should be able to:

° State when the Association was founded and whéegian.
° State the aims for founding the Association.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1 A Brief History of the YMCA Group

The Young Men’'s Christian Association was founded Liondon,
England, on June 6, 1844 by George Williams in@asp to unhealthy

18
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social conditions arising in the big cities at ted of the Industrial
Revolution around 1750 to 1850. Growth of the roatls and
centralization of commerce and industry brought ynamal young men
who needed jobs in the cities such as London totioverbut one of
them. These young men worked 10 to 12 hours asbaylays a week
in London. The young men often lived at the woakgl. They slept
crowded into rooms over the company’s ship, a looathought to be
safer than London’s tenements and streets. Busidmithe ship where
these young men slept, there were pickpockets sthdiginkards lovers
for hire and abandoned children running wild by tth@usands.

In order to impact morality on the young men whbdee immorally on
the streets, George Williams and a group of fekivapers organized the
first YMCA to substitute Bible Study and prayer fide on such streets.

The YMCA members comprise various churches, races social

classes in the Christiandom all over the world. 1Bp1 there were 24
YMCAS in Great Britain, with a combined membersbip2,700. That
same year the Youngmen Association arrived in NArtferica. It was

established in Montreal on November 25, and Bostorbecember 29
in 1851.

In 1853, the first YMCA for African-Americans wasounded in
Washington D.C. by Anthony Boren, a freed slavéne hiext year, the
first International Convention was held in Paris.

YMCAS are for all people of all faiths, ages andliabs. Their
financial assistance policies ensure that no oneéursed away for
reasons of inability to pay probably evangelicals;h as Mr. E.P. Lang
Charles Waddell, and Bingham introduced the YMCAligeria around
1902. They took care of the less privileged peopleupe Kingdom in
Nigeria. They also cared for pupils, Sicks, andrgezeople in Nigeria.

4.0 CONCLUSION

Now that you have gone through this unit, you stidag¢ motivated to
care for the less privileged people in your envinent. The Youngmen
Christian Association members through their sedflesmd sacrificed
living bequeathed to your generation, the histdrelfless service to
mankind in the world. Therefore, your life mustbaositive impact on
other people that will lead them to God and wordbgph in spirit and
truth.

5.0 SUMMARY

The main points in this unit are as follows:

19



CTH102 THE MAJOR RELIGIOUS GROUPS IN NIGERIA

(1) The Youngmen’'s Christian Association was fouhde London
England on June 6, 1841 by George Williams.

(2) The Association took care of the less privigkgeople physically
and spiritually in England, America and Africa.

(3) Membership is made up of male and female, yoand old
people in the Christiandom.

(4) Volunteers lead the Youngmen’s Christian Asatian in various
countries in the world.

(5)  The Association work with primary schools, n&dchools, high
schools, hospitals and churches in various cowntoempact the
Word of God on Adults and Youths. They also aidnthwith
material things in time of needs.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

State the aims of the Youngmen’s Association ineNay

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT
Discuss the life and achievement of George Williams
7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READINGS

Tommie Titcombe (1971) trend upon the Lion, Can@xario, Sudan
Interior Mission, Sheppard E, Agincort.

Moody and Mott, Frequently asked Questions abowt WMCA,
extracted from the Internet on April 10, 2007.

Play the YMCA, Trivia Game.

Highlights and Accomplishments of the YMCA Movemeaktracted
from the Internet on April 10, 2007.

The American Way — YMCAS’ influence on society, reaxted from the
Internet on April 10, 2007.

Ed Rose and Abe Olman (1918) Keming of YMCA, exidcfrom the
Internet on April 10, 2007.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

This unit enables you to understand the roles ef Young Women
Christian Association in the Christendom.

2.0 OBJECTIVES

By the end of the study of this unit, you shouldabée to:

. Identify the roles of Christian women in the Chastlom.
3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1  Young Women Christian Association

The Young women Christian Association is the oldast largest
multicultural women’s organization in the world. cdss the globe,
there are more than 25 million members in 122 awest Nigeria
inclusive. The mission of the Association is tan&hate racism and
empower women in the Christendom. The Young Wowssociation
world-wide provides safe places for women and gidsild strong
women readers and advocate for women’s right and gghts in

congress.

In times of crisis, the Association cares for wormém go to them for
refuge. The Association also provides job oppotiesy train and
counsel women.

The body also teach married women about childcaree Association
also renders health and fithess assistance to wantba Christendom.
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Besides, the Young women Association is a means/éonen to renew
their spirit and obtain new skills for their varsjobs.

The Association also encourages women to havegsrdives as they
teach the Word of God to their members.

4.0 CONCLUSION

Without any controversy you have discovered forrgeli the roles of
the Young Women Christian Association in the worlhe leaders were
women of great intellect who knew what to do anelytperformed well

by leading other women in spiritual aspects ofdirethe Christendom.

They trained other women to obtain skills in thewrks. The

Association members are united in Jesus Christey dre engaged in
charity work in the world.

5.0 SUMMARY

If you have gone through this unit conscientiougtyl should be aware
of the following points:

(1) The Young Women Association is the oldest amdgdst
multicultural women association in the world.

(2) The mission of the Association is to eliminatecism and
empower women in the world.

(3) The association provides safe places for woamehgirls.
(4) The Association build strong women leadersyeaworld.

(5) The Young Women Christian Association advodatevomen’s
right and civil rights in congress.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

List some of the roles being played by the Youngneno Christian
Association World-Wide.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

Comment on the roles of Young Women Christian Asgmn World-
Wide.
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7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READINGS

Mrs Hannah Haruna, aged 65 years interviewed: date2004, Place:
Okene.

A.S. Oyalana aged, 70 years, interviewed, date2B8&¥. Place: Ibadan.

Excerpts from the internet on April 12, 2007.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

In this unit you will learn about the functions thie Supreme Council
for Islamic Affairs in Nigeria.

2.0 OBJECTIVES

By the end of the study of this unit, you shouldabée to:

° Identify the roles of the Supreme Council of Isiaffairs.
3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 Main Body

The Supreme Council for Islamic Affairs is the hegh body of Islam
religion in Nigeria.

The body fixes important dates for Islam eventhelslam calendar for

Muslims to observe. The body protects the inteoédslam adherents.
The body also advices the Federal and State Gowsrisnon sensitive
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issues such as the stability of Democracy GovernnmeNigeria. The
body also serves as instrument for converting narsiivhs into Islam in
the country.

The duties of the Supreme Council for Islamic ABainclude making
converts to pronounce the “Shahada” that is théntesy of faith,
without further delay. The “Shahada” is the fipgitars of Islam. With
the pronunciation of this testimony, with sincerdidf and conviction,
adherents enter the fold of Islam. Upon enterimggfold of Islam purely
for the pleasure of God, all previous sins are if@ng by the adherents
of Islam. The body further enlighten adherenttstafim to start new life
of piety and righteousness.

Besides, adherents need not be overburdened by@mnsiitted before
their acceptance of Islam. However, if the sinolmed usurping a right
of another human, such as stealing, then, theyldhgitive utmost to
return such things that were wrongly taken to owneAll these the
body teach newly converted people.

The Supreme Council for Islamic Affairs in the coynalso makes it
known to the adherents of Islam that the only retigin the sight of
God is Islam. This the body quotes from the QA thus: “The only
religion in the sight of God is Islam”. The bodynceurages the
adherents to worship Allah.

The Supreme Council for Islamic Affairs teaches Mus that all forms
of worship, whether it be praying, fasting, invalgi seeking refuge in
and offering an animal as sacrifice, must be de@t¢d Allah alone.

Directing any form of worship to other than God wWiez it is an angel,
a messenger, Jesus, Mohammad, a saint, an idaduthethe moon, a
tree is seen as a contradiction to the fundamentdsage of Islam.
Besides, it is an unforgivable sin, unless it iser@ed from before the
adherents die. In other words, all forms of wagosmust be directed to
god only. These the body emphasized.

3.2 The Enlightenment of Worship

Worship is the performance of deeds and sayinggptbase God, things
which He commanded or encouraged to be performbereby direct
textual proof or by analogy worship includes evespect of life
providing food for one’s family, and saying somathpleasant to cheer
a person up. All these, the Supreme Council fdame Affairs
enlighten adherents of Islam in Nigeria.
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The body also enlighten Muslims that Prophet Mohaahis the servant
and chosen messenger of God. Therefore, they aiest and follow
his commands. The body teaches that adherents belisve in what
Prophet Mohammad has said, practice his teachindsagoid what he
has forbidden. Hence the teachings of the propkeet fact revelations
and inspirations conveyed to him by Allah adherentsst not deviate
from them.

The body try to mould the lives of Muslims and @wers in order for
them to emulate the prophet, as he was a livingngia for humans to
follow: For this reason the body teaches themfdtewing Quranic
chapters: Quran 68:4 says: “And indeed you are @bigh standard of
moral character”. Further more, Allah also saiind in deed you have
a good and upright example in the messenger of @Gvdthose who
hope in the meaning of God and the Hereafter anttiores God much”
(Quran 33:21). The body further teaches themPRnaphet Mohammad
was sent in order to practically implement the Quria his saying,
deeds, legislation as well as all other facetsifef | The body teaches
that Muhammad is the final prophet and messeng&oaaf, and that no
(true) prophet can come after him. These sayihgsbiody supports
them by quoting Quran 33: 40, thus “Muhammad isthetfather of any
man among you but he is the messenger of God aldgh(end) of the
prophets and God is Ever All-Aware of everything”.

The body makes Muslims to know that God sees mibththat they are
doings. And that all who claim to be prophetsewreive revelation after
Muhammad are impostors, and to acknowledge them ldvdie
tantamount to disbelief. The Supreme Council ¢dnsc Affairs do
welcome people to Islam and try to help them inveayy the body can
assist.

4.0 CONCLUSION

The purpose of the Supreme Council for Islamic #$fen Nigeria is to
fix important dates for Islam events in the Islamaléhdar for the
Muslims.

The body also teaches the five Pillars of Islanthtoadherents of Islam
religion.

5.0 SUMMARY
The Supreme Council for Islamic Affairs is the egt body of Muslim
sects in Nigeria. The body is also an instrumentdonverting non-

Muslims into Islam in Nigeria. The body makes certs to pronounce
the testimony of faith without further delay. Tlyeoup also makes
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converts to pronounce the testimony of faith. §hmup also teaches the
adherents of Islam that Prophet Muhammad is theaserand chosen
messenger of God. Therefore, they must obey diwhftiis commands

as stated in the Hadith.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

Mention five roles played by the supreme councilstdmic Affairs in
Nigeria.

6.0 TUTOR MARKED ASSIGNMENT

What will you consider as the reason for the esthblent of Supreme
Council for Islamic Affairs in Nigeria?

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READINGS
Pete Scientian Seek for Knowledge 2002, AnsarudnD&eammar
School Surulere Lagos Nigeria. Extracted from rimé¢ dated

April 10, 2007.

E-mailed 22 — commented on O Category Articlesanst History in
brief.

Ismail Mawwab, Peter Speers, and Paul Hoye (edijeldlam Religion
com.).

Ismail Mawwab, Peter Speers, and Paul Hoye, Thiy dé& of the
Prophet before his Prophet-hood and a glimpse ofrfission in
Mecca, 19 April, 2006.

Islam Religion Com — The steps a person need ®t@akccept Islam as
his/her religion, enter its fold, and become a Musl29 Feb.,
2006.

Ahmed, aged 55 years, interviewed, place Lagose:Dgiril 19, 2007.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

This unit will introduce you to the aims and objees of the Muslim
Students’ Society of Nigeria.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

° Explain the aims and objectives of the society.
° Describe the unity that existed in the Muslim &g’ Society.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 The Muslim Students’ Society of Nigeria

The Muslim Students’ Society of Nigeria compriseidents of
Secondary Schools and the Tertiary Institutionsihea in Nigeria who
are Muslims. In each of the institution programraad activities of the
society are designed and implemented to achievelfextives of the
union. The aims and objectives of the society @ioed in the
constitution of the organization are as follows:

- To bring all Muslims in closer union and incukeah them the

true Islamic spirit of brotherhood and accept Allah the only
basis for the achievement of peace among mankind.
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- To establish an Islamic Ummah governed by thaggles and
rules of SHAR’IAH.

- To encourage the study of the Glorious Quran &®ly Book
and Arabic language as the lingual Franca in thedwo

- To promote the general welfare of Muslims ancegaérd their
fundamental rights in any community.

- To constitute a strong force for the propagatod strengthening
of Islam in Nigeria and throughout the world.

- To champion the cause of the oppressed in anynonty.

3.2 The Muslim Students’ Society of Nigeria Organiational
Structure

The Muslim Students’ Society of Nigeria Organizatb Structure has

five levels. The first level which is the higheste is the Headquarters
that is located at the National Mosques at Abujahas the national

Amir (President). The president is rotated evesgrybetween the two
zones.

The second level is the two co-ordinating zonezoAe comprising of

the three geo-political zones in the Northern wédrthe country (East,

North Central, and North West), and B zone madefuihe three geo-

political zones of South West, South East and S8etliith. The Muslim

Students’ Society zonal structure is independedtiatieed predated the
geo-political arrangement of the country.

The third level has Area units. Area Units are miedi around the various
States of Nigeria. Each Area Unit has Area Council

The fourth level is the branches where individugnmbers are identify
substantial membership of the society. The indigldcomes from
various school/higher institutions branches.

The fifth level is some working class members wlaveh passed out

from schools and higher institutions but organizie@mselves as
members of the society.

3.3 Board of Trustees (BOT)
At the apex of Muslims Students’ Society of Nigef@aganizational

Structure is the Board of Trustees. It comprise®minent Muslim
personalities. Apart from their functions as adsissy Muslim Students’
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Society members benefits from their wealth of eigrere and goodwill.
The Board of Trustees comprise of the following:

National Executive Council

The day-to-day administration of the society isrieak out by the
National Officers under the leadership of Natiodahir (President),
zonal co-ordinators and Area Unit chairmen, theidwal constitute of
the National Executive Council who meet regularty direct the
organization. The National conference body is linghest decision
making of the society.

3.4 The National Offices of the Society

The following are National Offices of Muslim StudenSociety of
Nigeria.

- National Amir (President)

- Naibul-Amir (National) zonal Amir (2)

- Naibul-Amir (International)

- Secretary-General

- Assistant Secretary-General (Administration)

- Assistant Secretary-General (Scholarship)

- IVC Organizer/National Islamic Affairs OfficersZional Naibul-
Amir

- Financial Secretary / Treasure

- Public Relations Officer

- Assistant Public Relations Office

- Auditor

- Assets Maintenance officer

- Chairman, Business Committee

(Extracted from MSSN ONLINE. ORG dated 4/30/2007).

3.5 Unity among Members of the Society

Muslim Students’ Society of Nigeria is united ind® Allah. They
teach members the teachings of prophets Muhamnidmeky believed
that Allah revealed the Quran to the Prophet Muhachrand that
Muhammad is God” final prophet. These they teashntembers.
Members of the society encourage themselves toabsiee five pillars
of Islam, which unite Muslim Students’ Society iMuslim community
in Nigeria.
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The Society has encouraged Islam adherents in idiger promote
Islamic Law (Shariah, that is a tradition of rulgntpat touch on virtually
all aspects of life and society in the country.

The body has encouraged its members to belief igekn Belief in

Angels is central to the religion of Islam, becaaseording to tradition
the Quran was dictated to Muhammad by the Chiefalbfangels,

Gabriel. Members of the society see them as tinéstars of God and in
some cases the agents of revelation.

Muslim Students’ Society also teaches their memberielief in the

“Day of Resurrection” also known as “Day of Judgether “The Last

Hour”. They teach that resurrection will be folleavby the gathering of
all mankind, Muslim and non-Muslim, culminating their judegment
by God.

Muslim Students’ Society also teaches their membeats God has full
knowledge and decree over all that occurs in thévésse. This is
explained by Quranic verses such as “Say: Nothiflghappen to us
except what Allah has decreed for us. He is oatdetor.

Members of the Society believe that nothing in Wegld can happen,
good or evil, unless it has been preordained antiied by God. They
also teach Muslims that although God has decrdeithinfs, the evils

and calamities, yet they could be seen as trialseyr may lead to a later
benefit not yet apparent due to mankind’s lackarhprehension.

4.0 CONCLUSION

In this unit, you have learnt the aims and objediof the Muslim
Students’ Society of Nigeria. You have also ledhst Organizational
Structure of the Society, Unity of the body in Alland their belief and
teachings.

5.0 SUMMARY

The following is a summary of the major pointshie unit:

- Muslim Students’ Society of Nigeria comprisesrieas from
schools, and higher institutions in Nigeria.

- The Society comprises of five levels of Orgarimadl Structure
in Nigeria.

- The Headquarters of the Society is located atj&land it is
headed by Amir (President of the organization).
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- The Society promotes unity among Muslim Studentsigeria.
- The body also promotes Islam religion in the doun

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

Discuss the roles of Muslim students’ society ig&tia.

6.0 TMA (TUTOR MARKED ASSIGNMENT) QUESTION

Name three major benefits one can derive from baimgember of the
Muslim Students’ Society of Nigeria.

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READINGS

Amina Lawal, Muslim Student Association, MSA Q Drdwniversity
Online 4/30/2004.

Islam — Wikipedia, the Free Encyclopedia Inline042907.
“Islam”, Encyclopedia of Religion Online.

“Allah”, Encyclopedia of Islam Online 4/30/2007.
“Quran”, Encyclopedia of Islam Online.

“Sharia”, Encyclopedia of Islam Online 4/30/2007.
“Sharia”, Encyclopedia of Britannica Online.

“Zakar”, Encyclopedia of Islam Online.

“Islam”, Encyclopedia of Religious Rituals, and tfea Online.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION
In this Uni