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MODULE 1:  THE PRONOUNS IN ARABIC 

UNIT 1:  DETACHED (PERSONAL) PRONOUNS IN ARABIC 

 1.0: Introduction 

 2.0: Objectives 

 3.0: Main Content 

  3.1: Types of Pronouns in Arabic 

  3.2: Detached Pronouns in Arabic 

  3.3: Detached Pronouns in Nominative Cases 

  3.4: Detached Pronouns in Accusative Cases 

 4.0: Conclusion  

 5.0: Summary 

 6.0: Tutor Marked Assignment 

 7.0: References and Further Readings 

 

1.0 INTRODUCTION 

 Pronouns are words or expressions standing in places of nouns. This 
definition embraces both the English and Arabic pronouns. Personal pronouns 
in English are either singular (I, He, She, You) or plural (We, They, You). In 
Arabic, however, there are singular, dual and plural pronouns. This complex 
aspect (pronouns) of Arabic requires the attention of learners as it forms the 
basis of most of the Arabic constructions. This unit introduces you to different 
types of pronouns in Arabic, with emphasis on the detached (personal 
pronouns). 
 

2.0 OBJECTIVES 

 At the end of the unit, you should be able to: 

- state the types of pronouns in Arabic 

- identify the detached pronouns in Arabic 

- get acquainted with the accusative and nominative detached pronouns in 

Arabic 

- identify the classification of detached pronouns according to the gender 

and the number of persons involved in the usage. 
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3.0 MAIN CONTENT 

3.1 Types of Pronouns 
 There are three types of pronouns in Arabic; these are: detached,������ 
attached, ����� and concealed ones 
ة ���� . The three types are represented by 
the following table: 
                                Pronouns  


�
 ا���

                  

     ������                                              �����                         
        ة����

                    Concealed                  Attached                                        Detached  
 

               ��
3                    َ�
ءُ ا��rd person                2nd person               1st person                                            

                       �����                      ��
��    ��
�                           
�َ� ��
 ا��

      
� ا/.� � أ�-                      إٍَ$
ُ,,  ه*    إٍَ$
كَ              ,  أَْ�َ'    إٍَ$
يَ             ,  أََ

    �ُ0ْ�
إٍ,  َ$َ             
�َ   'ٍ� ا��4
�� واو                    
هَإٍَ$
,  ه2                  إٍَ$
كِ,  أَْ

                                
�َ�ُ� �*ة  �*ن  ا��6                    إٍَ$
هَُ�
, ه�
      إٍَ$
آَُ�
          ,  أَْ


ء                      إٍَ$
هُْ�,  ه�   إٍَ$
آُْ�               ,  ْ�ُ�ْ�أَ                                $��
� ا��

                                8��ُ� ه
ء  ا�9
��                   إٍَ$
هُ�8,  ه�8   إَ$
آُ�8             ,  أَْ


ب  آ
ف                                                                                                <� ا�

                                                                                               � ��

 ا�� � 
� 


ء ا������                                                                                               $ 
  

In this unit however, elaboration shall be made of the detached 
pronouns while the ‘attached’ and the ‘concealed’ will be treated in the 
subsequent units. 
 

Self Assessment Exercise 

Define Arabic pronoun and identify the types of pronouns in Arabic. 
 

3.2 Detached Pronouns in Arabic  ا������� 
���
 ا�
 Pronouns in Arabic are either detached, attached or concealed. The 
Arabic personal pronouns, which are fourteen in number, are of the detached 
category. Three of these are for third person(s) masculine, three for third 
person(s) feminine, three for second person(s) masculine, three for second 
person(s) feminine and the last two for first person(s) masculine/feminine. 
They are stated the following table: 
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Usage: Persons Gender English 

equivalents 

Personal 

pronouns 

3rd Person 

singular 

Masculine He             *ه 

3rd person dual Masculine They             
 ه�

3rd person plural Masculine They             ه� 

3rd person 

singular 

Feminine She            2ه 

3rd person dual Feminine They     
           ه�

3rd person plural Feminine They ه           �ّ  

2nd person 

singular 

Masculine You  '� أ

 2nd person dual Masculine You 
���   أ

2nd person 

plural 

Masculine You ���  أ

2nd person 

singular 

Feminine You 'ِ�   أ

2nd person dual Feminine You 
���  أ

2nd person 

plural 

Feminine You �ّ��  أ

1st person 

singular 

Masculine/feminine I 
�    أ

1st person 

dual/plural 

Masculine/feminine We �0�  

  
Though different pronouns are used for different genders in Arabic yet 

there are some similarities. The dual pronouns indicating the second and third 
persons respectively, {
��� are shared by both masculine and { ه�
 } and {أ
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feminine. Also, the first person pronouns { 
��0�and { { أ } are used for the two 
genders. 

Let us now consider the English equivalents of the fourteen pronouns, it 
will be noted that only six English pronouns represent them all; these are: I, 
We, She, He, They, and You. 
 

I      - representing {
�{ أ   1st person singular masculine/feminine 

We - representing {�0� } 1st person dual/ plural masculine/feminine 

You - representing {  'َ�أ } 2nd person singular masculine 

You - representing {  'ِ�أ } 2nd person singular feminine 

You - representing {  
���أ } 2nd person dual masculine/feminine 

You - representing {   ��� 2nd person plural masculine { أ

You - representing {  �ّ�� 2nd person plural feminine { أ

He   - representing { ه*  } 3rd person singular masculine 

She - representing { ه2  } 3rd person singular feminine 

They -representing {  
ه� } 3rd person dual masculine/feminine 

They -representing { ه�  } 3rd person plural masculine 

They -representing { هّ�  } 3rd person plural feminine 

 

Self Assessment Test 

Identify six of the detached pronouns and state their English equivalents. 

 

3.3 Detached Pronouns in Nominative Cases 
  There are three cases in Arabic: nominative, accusative and genitive. 

Two of these cases, namely the nominative and accusative are applicable to 

detached pronouns. 

 Please recall the last lesson (3.2), the pronouns treated are all in 

nominative cases. When a detached pronoun appears as in the table above, it is 

treated as أ>�?� ‘subject’ to which a 
?@ ‘predicate’ is expected to be added, to 

make a complete statement. Find few examples below: 

 



ARA 382                             Arabic Grammar II 

 8

 ه* ���Bٌ     - ه*

 

ن    - ه����� 
 ه�

 ه� ����*ن    - ه�

 هC�4� 2<ةٌ    - ه2



ن    - ه��>C�4� 
 ه�

 هّ� �C�4<اتُ    - هّ�

'َ��' ���ٌ�أ    - أ 


���
ن    - أ���� 
��� أ

��� أ��� ����*ن  - أ

'ِ� أ�ِ' ���Eٌ�  - أ


���
ن  - أ���E� 
��� أ

�ّ��
تُ  - أ��E� �ّ�� أ


�
 �<رسٌ  - أ� �<رIٌ�/  أ

�0�
تُ/ �0� �<رI*ن   - Iر>� 

The subject أ>�?� is defined as a noun in the nominative case which 
commences a sentence, while the predicate 
?@ is also a noun in the 
nominative case  joined to the subject to form a complete sentence. 

The sentences above comprise a pronoun (which grammatically enjoys 
the status of a noun) and a noun each. The pronoun which commences each of 
the sentences is treated as the subject. The second noun in each of the 
sentences informs us of certain qualities in the first word of the sentences, i.e. 
the subject, so it is the predicate. Both are in the nominative cases. 
 
Self Assessment Exercise 

- Add suitable predicates to the following pronouns  
َ�ُ�َ�
,هُ�8, أَ�  هَُ�
, ه2َِ, أَْ

 

3.4 Detached Pronouns in Accusative Cases 

  Detached pronouns in accusative cases are treated as the objects 

 )K ل*M��N(  . The object is defined as a noun in the accusative case indicating the 

particular thing on which the action of the doer (the subject   ��
 occurs. A ( -ا��

detached pronoun in the accusative case is represented by  suffixed by a  إ��

lexical item representing the actual pronoun. Find few examples below: 
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Number/Gender Singular Dual Plural 

1st 

person/masculine 


 إ$
يَ�
� إ$َ

إ$  

1st person/feminine َي

 إ$�
� إ$َ

إ$  

2nd 

person/masculine 

 إ$
آْ� إ$
آ�
 إ$
كَ

2nd person/feminine ِك
 إ$
آّ� إ$
آ�
 إ$

3rd 

person/masculine 

,ُ
 إ$
هْ� إ$
ه�
 إ$

3rd person/feminine إ

ه$  
 إ$
هّ� إ$
ه�

 

 Let us consider the Qur’an, chapter 1 verse 5 where Allah says:              

كَإِّ$               >ُ?M�
كَوإّ$   �ُ M���     meaning “Thee do we worship and Thine aid we 

seek”…  ك
  occurs twice in this holy verse and the two occur each as ‘the إ$
 
object’ in the holy verse. All the pronouns in the above table cannot occur in 
the sentences except as objects, in accusative case. 
Let us go through this table for more illustrations 

 


 ا���� ا��������
�P    ا������� QR

 ا��
�P 
C�*� 
�
 ا���

  S�E���                    
�S                 آ
�T���   ��TآE��� 

 �ُ6�Mَ��ُي َ�َ<حَ ا
 إّ$
ي َ�َ<Vَْ' ا�6�Mَ�َُ�ُ�  -إِّ$

Wَ�� 
�
��Wَ    -أ2K    إّ$ 
�
 أ2K إّ$


 أآ
مَ�

 أآ
مَ    -    اYُ إّ$�
  اYُ إّ$

        �ٌ��� 
�
 ����ٌ� -أ� أ


ن ���� �0�
ن -����� �0� 


تُ -�0� ����*ن���� �0� 


د                                    ا���

ا��\�]                           

                        Q�4ا�


 ا������              �
�P

     >ُ?M� إّ$
كِ �M?ُ<     -إّ$
كَ 

 'ُ0�� 
��0ُ'   -إّ$
آ� 
 إّ$
آ�

 إّ$
آّ� آ
R[تُ      -إّ$
آ� آ
R[تُ   

   �ٌ�E� 'َ� أ�'   ���Eٌ�  –أ


ن ��E� 
���
ن –أ���E� 
��� أ


ت  –أ��� ���E*ن ��E� �ّ�� أ

ا���
د                        

ا��\�]                        

                        Q�4ا�

 
�
�P

          ��
�ا��

   
�َ�
َ�َVا ,
َ�
   -إّ$�
َ�َVا 
 إّ$
ه


 أَإّ$
ه�   -ُ' Vَ?ْ?إّ$
ه�
 أَ?ْ?َV'ُ 

 تُإّ$
هّ� ^�ْ<   -تُ ^�ْ< إّ$
هْ�

Bٌ�� ه��E� 2ٌ�    –   ه* �


ن ���� 

نه������ 
 ه�


تٌ –ه� ����*ن��� هّ� �

ا���
د                        

ا��\�]                        

                        Q�4ا�

              ��

 ا�9�
�P
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Self Assessment Exercise 

- State the detached pronouns in accusative case with relevant 

illustrations 

 

4.0 CONCLUSION               ا������ج   

Pronouns are lexical items standing in places of nouns. Arabic pronouns 
can be classified into three types – detached, attached and concealed. 
Detached pronouns are fourteen, each representing a particular gender and 
number. Two of the three cases in Arabic – the accusative, nominative and 
genitive- are applicable to the detached pronouns; these are the accusative and 
nominative cases. 
 

5.0 SUMMARY               ا�����         

 In this unit, we have treated the types of pronouns in Arabic with 
emphasis on the detached pronouns. We have attempted the classification of 
the pronouns according to the number and gender involved in the usage. 
Various cases applicable to the detached pronouns have also been studied. 
 

6.0 TUTOR MARKED ASSIGNMENTS 

1. State the detached pronouns in Arabic with their English equivalents 

2. Identify the three types of pronouns in Arabic 

3. Differentiate between the attached and the detached pronouns with 

appropriate illustrations. 
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MODULE 1 

UNIT 2: ATTACHED PRONOUNS 1 (PRONOMINAL SUFFIXES ) 

 1.0: Introduction 
 2.0: Objectives 
 3.0: Main Content 
    3.1: The Pronominal Suffixes 
    3.2: Nūn ’al-wiqāyah 
 4.0: Conclusion 
 5.0: Summary 
 6.0: Tutor Marked Assignments 
 7.0: References and Further Readings 
 

1.0 INTRODUCTION 

 The previous unit focuses on the detached pronouns while this unit 
addresses the attached pronouns. The attached pronouns are the ones that 
cannot stand alone meaningfully. They are usually attached to the end of verbs, 
nouns and particles. When attached to verbs, they appear in nominative or 
accusative cases – depending on the type of verb as we will elaborate in this 
unit. They appear in genitive case when attached to nouns or prepositions. The 
ones in the nominative and accusative cases together with Nūn ’al-wiqāyah 
will be the subject of this unit. 
 

2.0 OBJECTIVES 

 At the end of this unit, you should be able to: 

- Identify the pronominal suffixes in Arabic 
- Be acquainted with the pronominal suffixes in nominative and 

accusative cases  
- Compare and contrast the attached and detached pronouns in Arabic. 
 

3.0 MAIN CONTENT 

3.1 Pronominal Suffixes         ا��� 
���
���ا�  
  

As stated earlier, Arabic pronouns are either separated or suffixed. Each 
of the fourteen separate personal pronouns is represented by a pronominal 
suffix when applied to perfect (past tense) verbs. Pronominal suffixes 
representing these pronouns act as subjects of the verbs to which they are 
suffixed, hence they are called the nominative pronominal suffixes. They are  
contained in the following: 
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Examples: Perfect 

verbs 

     pronominal suffixes Personal pronouns 

           `�a              ه*              -               ذه� 

     
��a                    
 ه�
             ا                 ذه?

 ه�              وا                  ذه?*ا                �a�*ا      

  'ْ��a                  'ْ?ذه   

  

 ه2             ت              

   
���a                  ?ذه�    


   

               
�             
 ه�

�ّ��a                  �ّ?ذه       

               

 هّ�             ن               

�a�َ'               ذه?َ'        

     

 ا�َ'             تَ               

        
����a              
ذه?��

س       

              
��             
��� أ

    ����a       ��?ذه             

                     

               ��             ��� ا

�a�ِ'             ذه?ِ'          

     

 أ�ِ'             تِ               

  

             ذه?������a

    

               
��             
��� أ

�a��ّ�             ذه?�ّ�          

    

               �ّ�             �ّ�� أ

          '�a�ُ'             ذه?

     


             تُ                � أ

           

              ذه?����a

     

                �
             �0� 
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From the examples above, it will be noted that a similarity occurs in the 
second person dual masculine/feminine pronoun where the same pronominal 
suffix   
�� is also applicable to the same gender and number as in the personal 
pronoun for the two. 
 
Self Assessment Exercise 

Compare and contrast the attached pronouns and the detached pronouns   

 The suffixes may be attached to the perfect verbs to remain in 

accusative cases as in the following 

Examples Corresponding 
pronominal 

suffixes 

Personal 
pronouns 

       ,ُ
َ�َ�َ       NُKَ
َPَ                   Nه*       ى 


هَُ�َ�َ
�           CKَ
َPَ
ُ�                   Cى
� 
ه       �  


هَُ�َ�َ�             CُKَ
َPَ�                   Cى�  ه�         


هَ�َ�َ
ُ              CKَ
َPَ
ُ                   Cى
  ه2         

        

هَُ�َ��    
�َCُKَ
َPَ  
�Cى 
 ه�


هُ�8       َ��      8�CُKَ
َPَ                 8�C8      ى�ه 

   


كَ       َ�َ�َ        dَKَ
َPَ                   dكّ       ى 

       

آ�َ�َ�َ      
��ُKَ
َPَ                   
 آ�
       ى��


آُ�َ�َ�َ               Kَ
َPَ��ُ  آ�       آ�                  


كَِ�َ�َ                Kَ
َPَdِ dِى                    كِ       



آَُ�َ�َ�َ              Kَ
َPَ
��ُ                   
 آ�
       ى��


آ�8َ�َ�َ               Kَ
َPَ8��ُ  آ�8       آ�8                  

�َ�َ[�ِ
َ                Kَ
َPَ[�ِ 
       ى�]                  � أ


�َ
َ�َ�َ          Kَ
َPَ
�َ                   
�       �0� 

 

 

The pronominal suffixes in the nominative case may also be attached to 
the imperfect (present tense) verbs. A verb that denotes an action in the 
present or the future is called imperfect (present tense) verbs. As opposed to 
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the perfect (past tenses) which are only suffixed, present tense verbs in Arabic 
are prefixed and suffixed. There are four letters technically known as ‘anaytu 
( 'ُ � which commence present tense verbs. Each of them has specific ( أ
pronouns with which it functions while various pronominal suffixes are added 
when applying a verb to different pronouns. 

The following table contains two present tense verbs with initial present 

tense letters and appropriate pronominal suffixes applied: 

 

Examples: Present 
tense verbs 

Corresponding initial present 
tense letters and pronominal 

suffixes 

Personal pronoun 

$��T$                     Wهُ�            -  +  verb       ه*       ي     +   

ان           $Tه?
ن                0��$
ن   +    Verb +  ه�
                          ي   

?*ن               $��0*ن $Tه ون              +  verb + ي              ه�                        

 ه2                                 ت   + T�                     Wُ���                -  +  verbهُ�

 ه�
                                انverb  +  +   ت            �Tه?
ن                ���0
ن 

ّ0��$�                 T$ه?ّ�      هّ�                       ن verb  + +    ي            

  W���                    ه�T�               ت  + -  +  verb  'َ�                      أ


                       ان  verb  + +  ت              �Tه?
ن                 ���0
ن  ���أ  

 أ���                       ون verb  +   +  ت              ���0*نَ               �Tه?*ن 

 أ�ِ'                       $� verb  +   +  ت                ����َ                 0ِ��Tهِ?

0
ن                 �Tه?
ن ��� 
                      انverb  +   +  ت             ��� أ

 أ��ّ�                      ن + verb  +   ت               ���َ0�                   �Tه?َ�


                                +verb  +  -أ               أW�Rُ                       أذهُ�� أ

�Tهُ�                        Wُ���              -  +  verb   +     ن                          �0�  

 

Similarity occurs among some verbs when applied to certain personal 
pronouns as those pronouns are represented by the same present tense letters 
and suffixes; e.g. 
 
(a)  2ه (she) and  'َ� (you – singular masculine) are represented by the same  أ
letter  

{-  + verb + ت   } 
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(b)   
ه� (they 3rd person dual feminine) and     
���أ   (you – 2nd person dual 

masculine/feminine) are represented by the same letter and suffixes        
      

ان+  )        verb + ت    ) 

More examples are: 

Zayd goes/ is going to the school     إ�] ا��<رT$ �ِIه� ز$ٌ<    

Fatimah reads/ is reading a letter  �ً�
Iر ���
R ُأ
h�     
 
Pronominal suffixes may also be attached to the imperative verbs. A 

verb which expresses a request or gives an order is called imperative, request 
or command verb. Verbs in this category are usually directed towards second 
person; e.g. ‘go’, ‘sit, ‘eat’, and so on. 

As usual, different verbs are applicable to different persons in Arabic 
which equally focuses second person in the construction of its imperative 
verbs. Imperative in Arabic is prefixed and suffixed. The radical ‘alif  serves as 
prefix for this verb while different pronominal suffixes are added, depending 
on the person(s) concerned. 

The following table contains two imperative verbs applied to the six 
second person pronouns, with appropriate prefixes and suffixes cited. 

Examples: 

Imperatives 

Corresponding 

prefixes and suffixes 

Second person 

Pronouns 

Wْ�Rِاِذهْ�            ا         +  verb+ ا        'َ� أ


0�Rِا            
ا      اِذه?   +  verb+  ا       
��� أ

 أ���      ا   +verb  +  وا    اِذه?*ا            ا0�Rِ*ا

20�Rِي    اِذه?2            ا  +  verb+   ا      'ِ� أ


0�Rِا            

      ا   +verb  +    ا   اِذه?��� ا

 ا��ّ�      ا   +verb  +  ن    �ا0ْ�Rِ            �اِذهْ?

  

Similar prefix and suffix are shared by (
��� the second person dual ,(أ
masculine/feminine pronoun. As noted above, the pronoun is represented by 
the letter ‘alif  as prefix while the same letter serves again as the suffix. 
 Examples of how imperative is used in complete meaningful sentences 

are: 

Read this letter 
�6اِ^
أْ هT, ا                                       �َ�
I  
Sit on the chair                2ِI
ْ̀ ��] ا�� �aِا                                 
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Self Assessment Exercise 

Convert the following past tense verbs to imperative verbs: 

                        `�a   ,ب,   ذه�,    آ��
P    ,
��. 

There are also indirect imperative verbs, commonly used in giving order 
to carry out an action, to a third person. The only difference between this latter 
form of imperative from the one treated earlier is that the former is preceded 
by ʼalif whereas indirect imperative is proceeded by lam ( ل   ) in genitive 
case; succeeded by a present tense letter before the verb. 
 The following table contains two indirect imperative verbs applied to 

the six third person pronouns, with appropriate prefixes and suffixes. 

Examples: Indirect 

Imperative 

Corresponding 

prefixes and suffixes 

Third person pronouns 

Wْ�� � ِ           �ْهT �ِ 


0�� ِ�ِ           
 ِ� Tه?

        -  verb+  ي+ ل  هَ*       

ا        +  verb+   ي+ ل      

  


 هَ�

ي+ ل    +verb  +  وا    � ��0*ا Tه?*ا           ِ ِ�     

  

 هُْ�

ي+ ل   +verb  +  ي    � ��T ِ20ه?2           ِ ِ�      

  

 ه2َ


            T��ِه?�ِ�
+verb  +  ا     ��0 ت   + ل       
 هَ�

ي  + ل     +verb  +  ن    ��َ0ْ�T             �ِهْ?َ�ِ�   هّ� 

 

3.2 Nūn ’al-wiqāyah (The guarding ‘n’) 

 The guarding ‘n’ is one of the suffixes. Let us now discuss this suffix 

representing the first person singular, feminine or masculine. 

(a) 
رٌ                      ?َMْ�ِIْا [�ِaَ
ه  

هَ
جَ   is a past-tense verb. The subject is 
رٌ  ?َMْ�ِIْا . The direct object is ُء
 ا� 
preceded by ‘n’ in �] + هَ
جَ ( (    [�ِaَ
ه  
 
(b) �َlْ�ُ�َ زَادِى [Rِ َك

آَ
نِ     إِ�8ِ�]َ و إَِ$ِ  
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    [�ِ8�اِ consists of �] + إِن8 ِ . The emphatic particle ّإِن governs   ُء
ا�  preceded by ‘n’. 
The predicate is ِن

آَِ�َlْ�ُ ; it is in the nominative case indicated by -ُ�ْmَا in the 
dual endingِنn 
 
(c) The ن of the suffix      [�ِ  is called by Arab grammarians   �ِ$َ
�*نُ اِ�*^ُ  ‘the 

guarding  ‘n’ because it protects the preceding vowel from being absorbed by 

the long  ِة
constituting  آَْ�َ 
ءُ ا6��َ�َ�ُ�ِْ�     $)[�ِaَ
)   ه =  (  [�ِ8� In these two .(   إِ

examples, the ‘n’ has protected the preceding�ٌ0َ�ْRَ     being absorbed by the 

following long آَْ�َ
ةِ     . Another example:  ([�ِ�ُ
ِ�ْ$ُ   ) ‘he is generous to me’ 

here, the ‘n’ protects the preceding   �ُ8�Pَ from being absorbed by the 

following long آَْ�َ
ةِ   .  

In other words, ‘the guarding n’ serves to avoid a hiatus, i.e. a break 

between a word ending with a vowel and another word beginning with a 

vowel (the pronominal suffix). 

 

(d)    [�ِ  if is appended to a verb, the ‘guarding n’ is never dropped. It may 

be dropped, however, for the sake of ‘lightening’ (-ِ �ِ�ْ�َ6�� ), if [�ِ is appended 

to  8إِن  or one of its ‘sisters’    [6�إِ : (for   [�ِ8�إِ ), [6� etc (آَ[ّ�ِ�] for) آََ[

 

(e) The ‘guarding n’ is added before 
ءُ ا6��َ�َ�ُ�ِْ�   $َ  appended to the prepositions 

 �ْ�ِ and  �ْ�َ , thus:    ) �ْ�َ +[�ّ ( [�ّ�َ ,) �ْ�ِ +[6�(  [6��ِ  the ‘n’ of the preposition (  �ْ�ِ ,

�ْ�َ ) thus remains quiescent. Apart from these two cases, the genitive 

pronominal suffix of the first person singular is always without ‘n’; e.g. زَادَ ( 

زَادِى  ) ى+  ‘my provisions’. 

 

Self Assessment Exercise: 

Construct five words accompanied by the ‘guarding n’ 
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4.0 CONCLUSION 

 You have learnt one of the two aspects of attached pronouns in this unit. 
We have dealt with the pronominal suffixes representing each of the separate 
pronouns in Arabic. These suffixes cannot stand alone meaningfully. They are 
usually attached to the verbs in the perfect, imperfect and imperative forms 
respectively. Falling under the purview of the pronominal suffixes is also 
Nūn ’al-wiqāyah. Relevant examples have been provided to substantiate the 
discussions. 
 

5.0 SUMMARY 

 The pronominal suffixes become meaningful when attached to verbs. 

Each of the fourteen separate pronouns in Arabic is represented by appropriate 

pronominal suffixes. 

 

6.0 TUTOR MARKED ASSIGNMENT 

1. State the pronominal suffixes representing each of the separate 

pronouns and apply these to a past tense verb. 

2. Convert   �َ�ََآ  to present tense verb and apply relevant pronominal 

suffixes to the verb 
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MODULE 1  

UNIT 3: ATTACHED PRONOUNS II (POSSESSIVE PRONOUNS) 

 1.0: Introduction 

 2.0: Objectives 

 3.0: Main Content 

   3.1: The Possessive Pronouns 

   3.2: The Pronominal Suffix of the First Person Plural 

 4.0: Conclusion 

 5.0: Summary 

 6.0: Tutor Marked Assignment 

 7.0: References and Further Readings 

 

1.0 INTRODUCTION 

 There exist a category of attached pronouns known as the possessive 
pronouns. The attached pronouns – pronominal suffixes to the three categories 
of verbs – the perfect, imperfect and imperative have been studied in the 
previous lesson. Pronominal suffixes attached to nouns or prepositions are 
known as possessive pronouns. This category of suffixes will be studied in this 
unit. 
 

2.0 OBJECTIVES 

 At the end of this unit, you should be able to: 

- Identify the possessive pronominal suffixes when attached to nouns 

- Identify the pronominal suffixes when attached to prepositions 

- Compare and contrast the pronominal suffixes in this unit with the ones 

you have earlier studied in the last unit 

 

3.0 MAIN CONTENT 

3.1 Possessive Pronouns 

 Each of the fourteen separate pronouns is represented by a pronominal 
suffix which serves the purpose of possession in Arabic. These possessive 
pronouns are contained in the following table 
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English 

equivalents 

Possessive 

pronouns 

Personal 

pronouns 

His Nُهَُ*  ى 

Their 
�َCُى 
 هَُ�

Their            �Cهُْ� ى 

Her 
Cه2َِ ى 

Their 
�Cى 
 هَُ�

Their �ّC8 ى�هُ 

Your َك 'َ� أَْ

Your 
ُ�َ�
  آُ�� أَْ

Your �ُْآ �ْ�ُ� أَْ

Your ِك 'ِ� أَْ

Your 
ُ�َ�
 آ\�� أَْ

Your �ّ8 آ��ُ� أَْ

My ى 
� أََ

Our 
�َ �ُ0ْ�َ 

 

It should be noted that possessive pronouns are added as suffix to nouns and 
prepositions. 
- The pronominal suffix (    
آَُ�      ) is shared by masculine and feminine 
duals. Some of the personal pronouns are not adequately represented as they 
serve the purpose of possessive pronouns too; these include 

�َCُى  - for masculine and feminine duals 

�ْCُى - for masculine plural 

8�Cُى - for feminine plural 

Self Assessment Exercise 

-State the six second person personal pronouns in Arabic and cite the 

possessive pronouns representing each of the pronouns 

 Please note that the pronouns function properly and meaningfully when 
they are suffixed to nouns or prepositions. Let us consider the following table 
where the pronouns are suffixed to a singular noun   
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Meaning Example English 

equivalents 

Possessive 

pronouns 

Personal 

pronouns 

His book [Kِ
 هَُ*  ىHis Nُ آَِ�

Their book 
�َCُKُ
َ�
 Their آَِ�Cُى 
 هَُ�

Their book �ْCُKُ
 هُْ� ىTheir            �C آَِ�

Her book 
CَKُ

 Her آَِ�Cه2َِ ى 

Their book 
�َCُKُ

 Their آَِ��Cى 
 هَُ�

Their book 8�CُKُ
 هُ�8 ىّC� Their آَِ�

Your book dَKُ
 أَْ�َ' كَ Your آَِ�

Your book 
�َ�ُKُ
ُ�َ�
  آُ�
 Your آَِ�� أَْ

Your book �ْ�ُKُ
 أَْ�ُ�ْ� آُْ� Your آَِ�

Your book dِKُ
 أَْ�ِ' كِ Your آَِ�

Your book 
�َ�ُKُ
ُ�َ�
 آ\�
 Your آَِ�� أَْ

Your book 8��ُKُ
 أَْ�ُ��8 آّ� Your آَِ�

My book [Kِ

 ى My آَِ�� أََ

Our book 
�َKُ

 Our آَِ��َ �ُ0ْ�َ 

 

Self Assessment Exercise 

- Apply the possessive pronouns to the following nouns 'ٌ K  ,  �ٌ�^  

Let us consider the application of these suffixes to the word as illustrated in 

the following table: 

English translation Usage in Arabic Possessive 
pronouns 

Personal 
pronouns 

This is his school 

This is their school 

This is their school 

Nُ�ُIر>� ,Tه 


�Cُ�ُIر>� ,Tه 
�Cُ�ُIر>� ,Tه 

Nى 


�Cى 
�Cى 

 ه*


 ه�
 ه�

This is her school 

This is their school 

This is their school 


C�ُIر>� ,Tه 


هT, �<ر�Cُ�ُI 
�ُIر>� ,TهCُ8� 


Cى 


�Cى 
8�Cى 

 ه2


 ه�
 ه�8
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This is your school 

This is your school 

This is your school 

dَ�ُIر>� ,Tه 


��ُ�ُIر>� ,Tه 
��ُ�ُIر>� ,Tه 

 كَ


 آ�
 آُْ�

'َ�  أ


��� أ
��� أ

This is your school 

This is your school 

This is your school 

dِ�ُIر>� ,Tه 


��ُ�ُIر>� ,Tه 
8��ُ�ُIر>� ,Tه 

 كِ


 آَُ�
 آُ�8

'ِ� أ


��� أ
8��� أ

This is my school 

This is our school 

[�ِIَر>� ,Tه 


�َ�ُIَر>� ,Tه 

[� 


� 


� أ

�0� 

 

3.2 The Pronominal Suffix of the First Person Plural    

 The pronominal suffix of the first person plural is, 
�َ  whether in the 
accusative ( 
�َRَ
َ�َ ‘he knew us’) or in the genitive (  
�َKُ
آَِ� ‘our book’). Both 
cases are illustrated by Jarir’s words:   �َ  ِ0$ �ْ� 8�.ُ 
�َ�َ�ْ�ََ̂  
�َoَ�َْ̂  the suffix    
�َ  in (   
�َ�َ�ْ�ََ̂ 
(    �ْ�ََ̂+ 
�َ    ) ) is in the accusative, but the suffix 
�َ in  �َ�َ^

�  (  �َْ̂�ْ[  +   
�َ    ) is in 
the genitive. 
 As an accusative suffix,  
�َ  is appended to إِن8    or one of its sisters; e.g.     


دُِ�*نَ,              ^ 
���Mَْ�ُ� إَِ 
�َ�َ ْ�َ The ‘n’ of 
�َ appended to إِن8 ,  أَن8   or  ّآََ[ن may be 
dropped for the sake of ‘lightening’ )-ِ �ِ�ْ�َ��ِ( , thus:   
�َ�
 for) إَِ�
  ,(إَِ�for) أََ   
�َ�أََ ), 
� آََ[َ
(for �َ�
 آََ[ ). Example ) Iُ1*رَةُ اhَ�ْْ<رِ (      ْ�َ�
ُ, Rِ] َ� َ�ِ� اhَ�ْْ<رِ    qَ�
 أْ�إَِ “Verily, we sent it 
down on the Night of Judgement” (The Chapter of Judgement, verse 1); 
here , 
�ِ�
 is used for  إَِ�
  Note also that .إَِ�َ  in   ,ُ
�َ�ْqَ�أْ  is the nominative, for it is the 
subject. The pronominal suffix is thus used in the nominative, accusative or 
genitive. 
 
Self Assessment Exercise 
- State the pronominal suffix of the first person plural with relevant 
illustrations  
  

Furthermore, the possessive pronouns may be attached to prepositions 

as in the following examples 

 إِ�N�           ,  NK            ,N8       -         ) ه*(                

               )

        -     )     ه��C�       ,  
�CK           ,
�C8� إِ

 إِ��C�         ,  �CK           ,�C8        -      )     ه�(               


        -    )     ه2(               C�          ,  
CK        ,  
C8� إِ
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              )

        -       )  ه��C�          ,  
�CK        ,
�C8� إِ

 إِ�ّC8�ّCK         ,�  C�          ,ّ�        -     )     هّ�(              

              )'َ� إِ�dَ�      ,     Kdَ             , dَ8        -       )  أ

              )
���ُ��
       -     )    أ�     ,     
��ُK          , 
��ُ8� إِ

              )��� إِ�K            ,  ��ُ8ُ��    ,        �ُ��       -    )     أ

              )'ِ� إِ�dِ�        ,      dِK            ,dِ8         -  )      أ

              )
���ُ��
       -   )    أ�      ,        
��ُK        ,   
��ُ8� إِ

             )�ّ�� إِ�ّ�ُ8�K            ,ُ�ّ�  ,          �ُ�ّ�        -    )     أَْ

              )
� إِ�K         ,    [8]     ,         �]        -       )   أََ

              )�0�       (-        
�َ�         ,       
�َK       ,          
�ّ8� إِ

Self Assessment Exercise 

- If the preposition ( ل ) is prefixed to a pronominal suffix for the third person 
singular masculine, it becomes ______ ? You can use it in a sentence thus:                
(This book belongs to him). Attach the preposition to the remaining 
pronominal suffixes and use them in sentences. 
 

4.0 CONCLUSION 

 Pronouns like his, her, their, your, my and our are described as 
possessive pronouns in English. These pronouns have equivalents in Arabic. 
Each of the fourteen separate pronouns in Arabic is represented by a 
possessive pronoun. The possessive pronouns are added as suffixes to nouns 
and pronouns. Some of these pronouns are shared by masculine and feminine. 
 

5.0 SUMMARY 

 Possessive pronouns are attached to either nouns or prepositions. These 
pronouns become meaningful when attached. Each of the separate pronouns in 
Arabic is appropriately represented by a possessive pronoun. 
 

6.0 TUTOR MARKED ASSIGNMENT 

1. State the possessive pronouns in Arabic and attach them to the 

following nouns: 
رَةٌ,  آَِ�
بٌ َIَ  ,�ٌIََر>ْ�َ  ,�ٌ�ََ̂   ,              'ٌ ْKَ  
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MODULE 1 

UNIT 4:  CONCEALED PRONOUNS 

 1.0:  Introduction 

 2.0:  Objectives 

 3.0:  Main Content 

 3.1:  The Concealed Pronouns 

 3.2.0:  Categories of Concealed Pronouns 

 3.2.1            The Concealed Pronouns (Optional) 

 3.2.2:            The Concealed Pronouns (Compulsory) 

 4.0:  Conclusion 

 5.0:  Summary  

 6.0:  Tutor Marked Assignment 

 7.0:  References and Further Readings 

 

1.0 INTRODUCTION 

 In the construction of Arabic sentences, certain circumstances call for 
the concealment of pronouns optionally or compulsorily. When pronouns are 
concealed, the completeness or meaningfulness of the constructions remains 
unaltered. This unit focuses the concealed pronouns and their usages in Arabic 
constructions. 
 
2.0 OBJECTIVES 

 At the end of the lesson, you should be able to: 

- Define and classify the concealed pronouns into optional and 

compulsory categories 

- Identify the actual detached pronouns for which concealed pronouns 

could stand 

- Compare and contrast the attached, detached and concealed pronouns. 
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3.0 MAIN CONTENT 

3.1 The Concealed Pronouns 

 You have learnt that Arabic pronouns can be divided into three broad 
categories: the attached, detached and concealed. The first two categories can 
be seen in written forms and they can be pronounced in sentences. Concealed 
pronouns cannot be seen in written forms and they cannot be pronounced. As 
the name implies, they are concealed in both oral and written forms. 
 
3.2.0 Categories of Concealed Pronouns 

 ا�����
ةا����  
  

Concealed pronouns can be categorised into two. In the construction of 
Arabic sentences, the pronouns are optionally concealed in some usages while 
they are compulsorily concealed in some. The two categories are treated with 
appropriate illustrations as follows: 
 

3.2.1 The Concealed Pronouns (Optional) 
  

The concealed pronouns in this category may be represented by a proper 
noun or a separate pronoun in Arabic expressions. The pronouns are concealed 
optionally because they are adequately represented. Let us consider the 
following example: 
 
The teacher came         �ٌ6�M�ُ�ْءَ ا
a  

The sentence above consists an action َء
a and the doer (subject) of that 
action �ٌ6�Mا��. The subject is a noun in the nominative case indicating the doer of 
an action and it is commonly cited after the action as in the example. The 
subject is masculine in singular form. It can as well be replaced by a separate 
pronoun ه*   . The pronoun is said to be concealed optionally when an 
expression takes the form of the stated example. The same explanation goes 
for the examples in the following table 


ر,��Iا ��V 

 ا��� $>h� 
ا���M ا����< ا�]  ا���M ا����<ا�] ا��� 



هrا� 

q�
a 

q�
a 

q�
a 

 ه*

 ه*

 ه2


ءَa sُ0َا� 

 اِ?ْ$َ Yُ�uُ ا�
6زْقَ

 
ٍhَ�َ�ْ�ُ�ِ  ي
ِ4ْ�َ ُ̀ �ْ8lوَا�


Cَ�َ 

sُ0�ْءَ ا
aَ 

 َ$ْ?ِ�uُ اYُ اّ�ّ
زْقَ

 
ٍhَ�َ�ْ�ُ�ِ ُ̀ �8lى ا�
ِ4ْ�َ

Cَ�َ 
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Self Assesment Exercise 

- State the rules guiding the concealment of pronouns optionally with  

   appropriate illustrations 

 

3.2.2 The Concealed Pronoun (Compulsory) 
  

Pronouns are compulsorily concealed under certain grammatical 
conditions in Arabic usage. Some of the conditions are discussed as follows: 
 
(i) A pronoun is compulsorily concealed when it occurs as the subject of an 
imperative verb (   
ِ�ْvَا �ُMْR  ) intended for a second person. Let us consider this 
example:    dَKّر �ِ ?I [0ِْ��ِ�   ادْعُ ا��
K  
“Call to the way of your Lord with wisdom: The word is an imperative verb 
directed to a second person singular masculine. The subject ( ُ��
 which is ( ا��
compulsorily concealed is ( 'َ� You’ – the second person singular‘ ( أَ
masculine pronoun. 
 Imperative verb like ْ̀ �ِaِْا (sit down), ْب
ِPِْا  (beat),  �ُْآ (eat) and �ُْ̂ (say) 
which obviously appear as one word each, are indeed enough for a speech. 
This is because they are not single words as they appear to be. Rather, they are 
sentences comprising two words, one of which is expressed but the other one    
('َ� is concealed. The listener understands this from the command, even (أَْ
though it is not expressed verbally.  
  The concealment of pronouns while constructing imperative verbs is 
not restricted to singular pronouns only; it is applicable to other types of 
pronouns as well. Let us consider more examples:  
 
Concealed pronouns                                              Imperative verbs 
   (m)        
�َ�ُ�أَْ              

                  
                 �ْ�ُ� أَْ
 
                'ِ�     (f)   أَْ
 
                �َ�ُ�           أَْ

                                    
                                8��ُ�أَْ

          

, اِذْهََ?�َ�ِaِْا ,
Kَ
ِPِْا 
 


Kُ*ااِ, اaِِْ�ُ�*ا, اِذْهَُ?*ا         ِPْ 
 


Kِ], اaِِْ�ِ�], اِذْهَِ?]          ِPِْا 
 

           

, اِذْهََ?�َ�ِaِْا ,
Kَ
ِPِْا 
 


Kَْ�, اaِِْ�ْ�َ�, اِذْهَْ?َ�          ِPِْا 
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Self Assesment Exercises 
(i) State five examples of imperative verbs intended for a second person with 
their compulsorily concealed pronouns as in the above table. 
 
(ii) A pronoun is compulsorily concealed when it occurs as the subject 
( �ُ�
  .(أ�َ' ) intended for a second person ( ا���
رعُ ) of a present tense verb (  ا��
Let us consider this example: 
فُ ��] ����� و ��] ���'؟     $
 2َ�K أَM�  
‘My son, do you know when to talk and when to remain silent? 
The words ����� and '��� are present tense verbs. The subject ( �ُ�
 of the (  ا��
two verbs which is compulsorily concealed is (  'َ� You’, the second‘ – ( أ
person singular masculine pronouns 
 

- Construct five sentences in the present from where a compulsory 

concealed second person singular pronoun for masculine (َ'� occurs as (أَْ

the subject. Apply the same task to the second person singular pronoun 

for feminine ( �ِ'أَْ )  

 

- The same rule enumerated above could be applied to dual and plural as well. 

Give examples of where each of     
�َ�ُ�أَْ   (masculine), 
�َ�ُ� أَْ�ُ��ْ  ,(feminine)  أَْ

and  8��ُ�  .occurs as the subject   أَْ

 
(iii) A pronouns is compulsorily concealed when it occurs as the subject 
(�ُ�
 constructed for the first person  ا���
رعُ  of a present tense verb ( ا��
dual/plural, masculine/feminine ( �0�). Let us consider the following example  


دةَ                           M�ا� d� *a
� We wish you success. 
The word  *a
� is a present tense verb applicable to dual, masculine or 
feminine as well as plural, masculine or feminine. The subject which is 
compulsorily concealed is   �0�  
-Cite some illustrations of the grammatical rules enumerated above. 
 

(iv) A pronoun is compulsorily concealed when it occurs as the subject 
�ُ� ا��  
of a present tense verb ُرع
 intended for the first person singular, masculine ا���
or feminine pronoun ( 
� :Let us consider this example .(  أ


بَ اْ�َ�
ءَ     أُ     َyَْر$ُ< أَنْ أ ‘I want to drink water’ 
The words اُر$ُ< ,  
بَ  َyَْأ are present tense verbs for the first person singular, 
masculine or feminine. The subject of the two verbs which is compulsorily 
concealed is    
�أََ  
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4.0 CONCLUSION 
  

We have discussed the concealed pronouns in this unit. Two types of 
the concealed pronouns are the ones optionally concealed and those that are 
compulsorily concealed. The grammatical conditions governing the 
concealment of these pronouns and the classes to which each of the two 
groups can be divided into were also treated. The discussion was spiced with 
relevant illustrations. 
 
5.0 SUMMARY  
 Arabic pronouns can be broadly divided into three – separate (detached), 
attached and concealed. While the first two categories can be seen in written 
form and produced orally, concealed pronouns can neither be seen nor 
produced. The concealment of these pronouns is guided by certain 
grammatical rules which we have examined in this unit. 
 

6.0 TUTOR MARKED ASSIGNMENTS 

1. State relevant examples of the pronouns concealed optionally 

2. State at least three grammatical conditions that could lead to concealing 

the pronouns compulsorily 
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MODULE 1 

UNIT 5: DEMONSTRATIVE, RELATIVE AND INTERROGATIVE 

PRONOUNS 

 1.0  Introduction 

 2.0  Objectives 

 3.0  Main Content 

  3.1 Demonstrative Pronouns 

  3.2 Relative Pronouns 

  3.3 Interrogative Pronouns 

 4.0  Conclusion 

 5.0  Summary 

 6.0  Tutor Marked Assignment 

 7.0  References/Further Readings 

 

1.0 INTRODUCTION 

 This unit addresses the demonstrative, relative and interrogative 
pronouns respectively. The grammatical rules applicable to each of the three 
categories are stated with appropriate illustrations 
 

2.0 OBJECTIVES 

 At the end of this unit, you should be able to: 

- cite the demonstrative pronouns and identify the rules affecting them 
- state the relative pronouns and the appropriate grammatical rules 

affecting them 
- mention the grammatical rules affecting the interrogative pronouns with 

relevant illustrations 
 

3.0 MAIN CONTENT  أْ�َ��ء �َ��رَةِ             

Demonstrative Pronouns 

In English, we have demonstrative pronouns like ‘this’, ‘that’, ‘these’ 
and ‘those’. They are all applicable to human and non-human beings, making 
no difference between genders. There are demonstrative pronouns also in 
Arabic but as usual, they come in singulars, duals and plurals, using different 
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forms for masculine and feminine while the difference in distance is also 
considered. They are noted below: 

Distance Number Gender English 

equivalents 

Pronouns 

Near Singular Masculine This اTه 

Near Dual Masculine These  انTه /�$Tه 

 Near Plural Masculine These ءvEه 

 Near Singular Feminine This                       ,Tه

Near Dual Feminine These ن
�
                 ه
� �/  ه

Near Plural Feminine These ءvEه 

Far Singular Masculine That ذd� 

Far Dual Masculine Those 
 ذا���

Far Plural Masculine Those dَzِأُو� 

Far Singular Feminine That dَ�ْ�ِ 

Far Dual Feminine Those 
َ��ُ�ْ�ِ 

Far Plural Feminine Those dَzِأُو� 

  
Considering the pronouns cited, it will be noted that the same 

demonstrative pronouns {     ِءvEَه } is shared by near plural masculine and 
feminine. The same is applicable to { dَzِأُو�    } which is shared by far plural 
masculine and feminine. Apart from the two pronouns, other pronouns 
perform specific functions as outlined in Arabic grammar. As opposed to 
English language where gender is not taken into consideration in its 
constructions, gender takes a prominent position in Arabic constructions. In 
English, the word ‘this’ is applicable to both masculine and feminine in 
singular form. The case is different in Arabic as you can note in the table 
 Please note the pronouns cited in the table, you will observe that only 
two of these pronouns ذان
and ه 
ن  �
ه  have alternatives as �ِ$ْTََه and  
�ِ ْ�َ
 respectively. With the exception of these two pronouns, the remainingهَ
ones fall under the category of items classified as            ف
ا����*�� �� ا��  
“deprived of nunation” in Arabic grammar. Pronouns under this classification 
maintain the same ending vowel irrespective of their positions – nominative, 
accusative or genitive – in Arabic constructions 
 The two pronouns  انTه /�$Tه  and  ن
�
ه
� �/ ه  change along with the 
grammatical rules affecting the positions they occupy in Arabic constructions. 
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The two, being duals are so treated in Arabic grammar. Let us consider these 
examples 
   Nominative –        ِاْنTَه   

   Accusative –     �ِ$ْTََه  

   Genitive –         �ِ$ْTََه      

   Nominative – 
ن            �
       ه

   Accusative –      � �
        ه

   Genitive   �
   -              �ه

 

Self Assessment Exercise 

- State the demonstrative pronouns with the numbers and genders 

represented by each of them 

 If one of the demonstrative pronouns is immediately followed by the 
definite article, then the two combined form a demonstrative adjective. Pls 
find some examples below: 
 

This teacher                                هTا اْ�ُ�َ<رِسُ         

This female student ,Tه            �ُ?َ�ِ
                   ا�>

These people                              هvEَءِ ا�ّ�
سُ           

That mosque  dَ4ُ<  ذ��ا��                                       

That aeroplane  �ِ�ْdَ <ا�

ةُ          �ِ                           

Those men 
لُ         a6
                                 أُو�dَzِ ا�

Those women                                             أُوdِzِ�َ ا��6�
ءُ

 If the word we intend to qualify by the demonstrative adjective is 
definite without the definite article, i.e. if it is a proper noun or followed by a 
genitive, then the demonstrative adjective must follow the noun or genitive 
construction it qualifies, being really a pronoun in apposition. Let us consider 
these examples: 
 
This ‘Abdullah اY هTا                                       �?ُ<   
This Fātimah  ��
R�ُ                ,Tه                              

Those University professors           dَzِ�َأُو �ِM�

�Tةُ ا�4Iَأ  
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 If the predicate of a demonstrative pronoun begins with the definite 
article, the corresponding personal pronoun must be inserted between the two 
since, as noted above, the personal pronoun immediately followed by the 
definite article becomes the demonstrative adjective. Let us consider some 
examples: 
 

This is the mosque ٍ                               >ُ4ِ�ْا ه* ا��Tه 
That is the (female) teacher Mَ�ُه2َِ ا� dَ�ْ�                  �ُ�َ6�  
These are the generous ones هvEء هُ� ا��
امُ                       
This is the end                                          �ُ$
C6ه2َ ا�� ,Tه  
  

If the predicate is definite by reason of  following genitive then the 
insertion of the personal pronoun is optional. Find some examples below: 
 

This is my pen ^2�ِ�َ                                        ) ه*(هTا                                      
This is the professor’s wife    ,Tذُ        ) ه2َ(ه
�Iْmُاا �ُaزو  
Self Assessment Exercise 

- Analyse the grammatical rules affecting these expressions 

 هTََا اْ�ُ�َ<رِسُ

 dَ�ْ�ِ ه2َِ  ا�>8ِ�َ?ُ�

Kَْ ِ�]) ه*(هTََا   

 
3.2 Relative Pronouns        �� � أ!���ء ا�� 

 In Arabic, there are six relative pronouns. They represent English 
relative pronouns like ‘that’, ‘who’, ‘whom’ and which. They are cited below 
with their usages: 
 

Usage English equivalents                                     

Singular masculine That, which, who, whom      ىTِ8ا�                           

Dual masculine That, which, who, whom       ِانTَ8ا��/                 �$ْTا��  

Plural masculine That, which, who, whom                   َ               �َ$Tِا�  

Singular feminine That, which, who, whom                 [��8ا                    

Dual feminine That, which, who, whom نِا���
                  ا��َ�ْ ِ�/

Plural feminine That, which, who, whom [ا��*ا�/[�oا�/ [�oا�     
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If the subject of a subordinate relative clause is other that the noun or 
pronoun qualified by it then the relative must be resumed by a personal 
pronoun. Let us consider few examples: 
 

The man who helped Umar 
ا                           ً�َ�ُ 
َ��ا�
aُ8ُ� ا�Tِ8ى   
The man whom they killed 
اّ� َ                                 ,ُ*�ُ�ََ̂ aُُ� ا�Tِ8ى   

  
If the noun qualified by the relative is indefinite the relative pronoun is 

omitted altogether. Let us consider this example: 
 

A man whom they killed                                          ,ُ*�ُ�^ �ٌaَُر  

This statement is grammatically correct against   ىTِ8ا� �ُaَُر,ُ*�ُ�ََ̂ which is 
unsound grammatically and is thus meaningless. Please find more examples 
below: 
 
A man who struck Muhammad                       ًبَ 8�0َ�ُ<ا
َPَ �ٌaُر 
A girl with whom I went                                    
CَMَ�َ 'ْ?ََذَه �ٌ?�
�  
They are people in whom we trusted 
 CِKِْ�                  ه\ْ�        �h.سٌ و
�َ  
 
Self Assessment Exercise 

- Arabic relative pronouns are six; mention them with their English 
equivalents 
 
3.3 Interrogative Pronouns          �ِ"َ#ِ�$َ�ْ�ِا!ْ�َ��ءُ ا�� 

The most common of the interrogative pronouns are contained in the 
following: 

English equivalents Pronouns 
Who �ْ�َ 
What 
�َ 
Where �َ$َْأ 
How -َ َْآ 
When  [�َ�َ 

How much/many �َْآ 
Which ْأَى 

What is it/that ذَا
� 
These should, however, not be confused with the interrogative 

prepositions like {   ْ�َه  } and {  َأ  } both of which means “is” or “are” 
depending on their usages within a sentence. 
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 These are all, with the exception of (   {أَي ) indeclinable, in essence, the 
fall within the category of the Arabic lexical items described as “deprived of 
nunation”. Let us consider some examples: 
 

Who came with you?                             ؟dَMَ�َ 
َ�َVَ �ْ�َ 

Whom did you strike?                               ؟'َKْ
َPَ �ْ�َ 

Whose book is this?                                  ا؟Tه �بٌ َ�ْ
 آِ�

What did you write? 
ذا آََ�ْ?ُ�ْ�؟                                         �  

Where did you get this from?                 ا؟Tه dَ�َ �َ$َْأ �ْ�ِ 

When did you hear that?                        ؟dَ�َِذ �ْ�ُMْ�ِIَ [��َ 

 If the interrogative pronoun (  
� ) is shortened to (  م ), it is attached to 
the preposition still to serve the purpose of interrogation. Pls find some 
examples beow: 
 

For what, why?                                           ِ�َ�؟ 

Till when?                                                مَ؟ vإ 

For what?                                                  مَ؟o�َ 

From what?                                                 8��ِ؟ 

  

Please note that two of these interrogative pronouns are very often used 

as relative pronouns equallingىTا�, these are�ْ�َ and  
�َ respectively. The status 

of the two pronouns therefore, will be determined by the context in which they 

are found in the construction. Let us consider these examples: 

He who killed was killed َ̂  �ْ�َ�َ�ُِ̂ �َ�َ                                     :         

      or 

He who kills will be killed 

I understood what they wrote in their letter�CK
<@ِ [R ,ُ*?آ� 
� 'ُ�ْCِRَ >ْ^    :  

Self Assessment Exercise 

- State four of the interrogative pronouns in Arabic and apply them in 

sentences  
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4.0 CONCLUSION 

 Three types of pronouns – the demonstrative, relative and interrogative 

pronouns respectively, received attention in this unit. Each of the three types 

has its peculiar grammatical features which we have discussed with illustrative 

examples. 

 

5.0 SUMMARY 

 Demonstrative and relative pronouns consider not only the number but 

also the gender in their usages. Each of the two pronouns features distinct 

grammatical rules. Interrogative pronoun is not, as it has no strict grammatical 

rules as affecting the number and gender. 

 
6.0 TUTOR MARKED ASSIGNMENTS 

1. State the demonstrative pronouns and the grammatical rules applicable 
unto them 

2. State the relative pronouns and their English equivalents; use them in 
meaningful sentences 
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MODULE 2: SINGULAR, DUAL AND PLURALS 

UNIT 1:  SINGULAR AND DUAL 

 1.0  Introduction 

 2.0  Objectives 

 3.0  Main Content 

  3.1 Definite and Indefinite Nouns 

  3.2 Singular Nouns in Arabic 

  3.3 Formation of Dual from Singular Nouns 

  3.4 Categories of Duals in Arabic 

  3.5 Duals in Nominative, Accusative and Genitive Cases 

 4.0  Conclusion 

 5.0  Summary 

 6.0  Tutor Marked Assignment 

 7.0  References/Further Readings 

 

1.0 INTRODUCTION 

 In English classification system we have singular and plural, but in 
Arabic, there exist three classifications, viz; singular, dual and plural. 
 The word mufrad (singular) embraces any single figure human or non-
human, masculine or feminine. It is identified by tanwīn (Nunation) which 
normally occurs as the vowel of its last radical if it is indefinite and by the 
prefix ’al- the definite marker – if it is definite. 
 Dual (muthanā) as a term connotes two figure, human or non-human, 
masculine or feminine. For conversion of singular nouns to dual, it is required 
that either the letters (  ان   ) ---ani or (  �$  )---ayni are added as suffixes unto 
them. The position a dual noun occupies within a sentence determines which 
of the alternatives is applicable. This unit will discuss two, with the 
grammatical rules affecting each of the two. 
 
2.0 OBJECTIVES 

 At the end of this unit, you should be able to: 

- Identify singular nouns in Arabic and state the rules guiding their 
conversion to duals 

- Identify the categories of duals and the grammatical rules applicable to 
each of the category 
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3.0 MAIN CONTENT 

3.1 Definite and Indefinite Nouns ةُ َ
ْ*ا��( وَ ُ�َ'ِ
ْ&ا�َ�   

 A noun can either be definite or indefinite. An indefinite noun does not 
indicate a specific person or a thing whereas a definite noun indicates a 
specific person or thing. In Arabic language, nouns denoting specific persons, 
places or things are definite while the prefix (  ال ) ‘al is added to mark the 
other definite nouns. Indefinite nouns appear without the prefix while the last 
letters of such nouns are given double vowels (Nunation). The following are 
examples of definite and indefinite nouns 
 

Indefinite 
Mْا�َ�   ةَُ
ْ�ا��8ِRَ�ُ Definite 

 yَ ْ}ٌ                             8lا� ْ}ُ                         

ا�>8                                                   َ�ْ
Kُ*ش                               ْKُُش*                    

�َِ̂ 
�َ�ٌ                         Mَِ̂ا� 
�َ�ُ                        
�َ
ْPِMَ�ٌ                       �َا�
ْPِMَ�ُ                    

 

 }ُ ْ8lءَ ا�
aَ                  }ٌ ْyَ َء
aَ  

The Shaykh has come     A Shaykh has come 

   'ُ$ْ
َ�َyِْا

ْ$ُ'                                                Kُ*شَا�>8َْ�َyِْا  
yً*Kُ
ْ�َ      

I bought a cap     I bought the cap 

 The terms ‘definite’ and ‘indefinite’ are applicable to singular, dual and 
plural nouns. We must note that what prominently differentiates between the 
two is the prefix (ال) irrespective of the number involved – singular, dual or 
plural. 
 
Self Assessment Exercise 

- Distinguish between definite and indefinite nouns in Arabic with relevant 
examples  
Let us consider few examples: 

Type Plural Dual Singular 

Indefinite  �َ �ِ�ِ�ْ�ُ       َن*�ُ�ِ�ْ�ُ ِ�َ�
نِ       ُ�ْ�ِ�َ�ْ ِ� �ْ�ُ             �ٌ�ِ�ْ�ُ 
Indefinite  ت
ِ��
ت       ُ�ْ�ِ���ْ�ُ َ�
نِ       ُ�ْ�ِ���ُ�ْ�ِ�َ� �ِ ْ  ��ِ�ْ�ُ�ٌ             
Definite  نَ       ا�*�ُ�ِ�ْ�ُ

ُ�ْ�ِ�ِ� َ�ا�  
ُ�ْ�ِ�َ�ْ ِ�ا�َ�
نِ       ُ�ْ�ِ�ا�              ا�ُ�ْ�ِ�� 

Definite  تا�
��ِ�ْ�ُ       
 ا�ُ�ْ�ِ��
ت


نِ       �ُ�ْ�ِ�َ�ا�
ْ ِ�َ�ُ�ْ�ِ��ا�  

             ٌ�ُ�ْ�ِ��ا�
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3.2 Singular 
د(     �#   (  
 As noted earlier, any singular figure whether it is human or non-human, 
masculine or feminine is regarded as  د
�� in Arabic. A singular figure enjoys 
the application of the three cases – the nominative, accusative or genitive 
unless such figure falls within the classification of items designated as – 
denied of nunation. Please find some examples of singular nouns as follows 

�ٌ�َ
Iَ,       >ُMَhْ�َبٌ,         ا�
,ا�hََ�ُ�,      آَِ� ,ا�َ?ْ ُ'   ,ُ�َ<رِّسٌ         

Iٌَرَة
ا�َ*َ�ُ<,             آَْ�ٌ�,          ا�َ�ْ َ<انُ,          8  

3.3 Formation of Dual from Singular Nouns 
 To convert a singular noun to dual, specific grammatical rules which 
will be treated in 3.5 below must be followed. There are two suffixes – ان    and 
�$  which should be added to a singular noun in the process of converting it to 
dual. The choice which of the two suffixes to be added to a singular noun is 
determined by the position of such noun within a sentence. Please let us 
consider some examples: 

      ا�*�<ان    -ا�*�<   

 ا�َ*َ�َ<ْ$ِ�

و�<ان    -و�<     

 وََ�َ<ْ$ِ�

 

�?�

ن   -   ا�>�?�
ا�>  


ا�>� �?�  

   �?�
�-   �?�

ن�  

�
� �?�  

Self Assessment Exercise 

- Convert the following singular nouns to dual: 

>Mh�  ,   ��^  ,    ��
�      , K'       ,�<�0�      ,2ّI
,     ا����M,      ا���
ب,     ا���4<,        ا��

                                                                                                                   ا�����

3.4 Categories of Duals in Arabic 

 The common rule is that either of the two suffixes must be added to a 
singular noun while converting it to dual. However, certain categories of 
singular nouns have specific rules which are enumerated as follows: 
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(i)   ر*�hا�� � �\� 
  

A singular noun ending with the ’alif of elongation occasionally 
represented by yā’ The ’alif .اٌ/�I ا���h*ر is described as (  ي )   must be 
reverted to its origin in the process of converting the noun to dual. The origin 
of such ’alif can either be wāw ( و  ) or yā’  This is applicable if such .(  ي  ) 
noun is trilateral. After the ’alif is reverted, either of the two suffixes  �$ or ان     
should be attached depending on the context within which such dual noun is 
found in a sentence. Let us consider few examples: 

   
َ�َ�َ*انِ   -َ�َ�  

�ِ$ْ*َ�َ�َ 

     [�َRَ-     ِن
 َ�َRَ  

� ْ َ�َRَِ  

 

 If the singular noun comprises more than three letters, the ’alif must 
mandatorily be converted to yā’(  ي ). Let us consider few examples: 


نُِ�ْ�     - ُ�ْ�َ>2�َ َ�َ<َ 

�ِ ْ َ�َ<َ�ْ�ُ 

 2�َlْ�َ�ْ�ُ-  ِن
 َ�َlْ�َ�ْ�ُ 

�ِ ْ َ�َlْ�َ�ْ�ُ 

(ii)  �\� � ا���h*ص         
  

A noun is described as ص*hا��� when it is suffixed by a yā’  of (  ي   ) 
elongation (prefixed by a letter with the i-vowel ( ا���
ة   ). Examples of nouns 
in this category include ا�[�

ا�] ا�, 
ا�]ا�, �  , 
2P ا�  h . To convert a noun in this 
category to dual, the a-vowel must be applied to the letter of elongation – (  ي ) 
before the addition of either of the suffixes. Let us consider these examples: 


2Pِ ا�hَ  -   نِا�
 َPِ
hَ 


Pَِ ْ ِ�ا�hَ 


نِا�  -َ�
2�ِ    ا� َ�ِ
�َ 


ِ�َ ْ ِ�ا��َ  

(iii)         �\� � ا���<ود

 A noun ending with hamzah (  ء ) is described as ا���<ود �I/ا. To convert 
a noun in this category to dual, we must first consider the status of the hamzah. 
If the hamzah is a feminine marker, it must be converted to wāw (  و ) before 
the attachment of  either of the suffixes, e.g. 
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ءُ    َyَْوَانِ     -أ
 َyَْأ 


وَْ$ِ� َyَْأ 

َ�
ءُ    ْKَ-     ِوَان
�َ ْKَ 

َ�
وَْ$ ْKَ�ِ  

 If the hamzah has its origin in yā’  it could be ,(  و   ) or wāw (  ي ) 
changed to wāw before the attachment of either of the suffixes or be retained. 
Let us consider the following examples: 

8
ءٌ    �Kَ-        ِوَان
�َKَ\ �ِ$ْ*َ�َKَ 

         or 

َ�
ءَانِ Kَ\ �ِ$َْء
�َKَ 

 Both plural forms are appropriate 

(iv)      مoوف ا�T0� � �\� 

 A noun comprising only two letters is described as �T0وف ا�oم   . Nouns in 
this category are of two types. The first type are the nouns whose third letters 
are considered to have been erased like اب and أخ   . The third letter considered 
to have been erased is wāw (  و ) as it is compulsorily returned when the nouns 
service as construct ( ف
.in a sentence, e.g (     ا��� ا@* ��0<  and    >$ز *Kا  The 
letter (  و  ) must be returned while the suffixes should then be added to 
convert nouns in this category to dual. Let us consider these examples: 

Kََ*انِأَ     -أب     

�ِ$ْ*َKََا 

 أََ@َ*انِ    -خ    أ

 أََ@َ*ْ$ِ�

 However, if the third letter assumed to have been erased is not wāw 
 the suffixes should just be added to the nouns falling into this category ,(  و  )
as they are. Please let us consider these examples: 

 َ$َ<انِ   -َ$ُ<    

�ِ$ْ>َ$َ 

(v)    [�\��
K s0ا��� 

 There are some nouns which do not fit properly under the rules guiding 
the conversion of singular to dual in Arabic but are actually treated as [�\�. 
These nouns actually have no singular forms. Nouns in this category include: 

 ا.� �      \ا.�
ن     

 ا.�� �      \ا.��
ن     
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Self Assessment Exercise 

- State the various categories of duals in Arabic. 

3.5 Duals in Nominative, Accusative and Genitive Cases 

 A noun in dual form ends with the suffix (  ان  ) when it occurs in the 
context where nominative case must be employed. It ends with (  �$  ) when it 
occurs in the context where accusative and genitive cases are applicable 
respectively. Let us consider few examples: 
 

Nominative َِّ�
نِ  �Mَ�ُءَ ا�
aَ                          

Accusative                             ِ�ْ ا���Mَ� ُ'ْ$رأَ

Genitive 

���Mَ� تُرْ�َK ْ�ِ                              

 Please note ِن
�َِّ�Mَ�ُا� in the first example, it is the subject which must 
remain in nominative case. Consider the second and third examples, the word 
� ��Mا�� is repeated unchanged. The applicable case in the second example is 
accusative because it is the object while It is genitive in the third example 
because of the effect of the preceding genitive particle. In essence, the suffix �$
 should be added to singular noun when converting it to dual in accusative and 
genitive cases. 
 

Self Assessment Exercise 

- Distinguish between  ا� �Ivصا*h�� and ا�Iv ا���h*ر   , state five examples 

from each of the two and convert the examples to dual 

  

4.0 CONCLUSION 

 In English, we have singular and plural but there are three 
classifications – singular, dual and plural in Arabic. We have discussed 
singular and how it can be converted to dual in this unit. Singular nouns fall 
into different types and each type has specific grammatical rules. These rules 
with appropriate illustrations have been treated in this unit 
 

5.0 SUMMARY 
  

We have treated the singular and dual nouns with the grammatical rules 
affecting the two. Types of singular nouns and the rules guiding the 
conversion of each type to dual have also been addressed with appropriate 
illustrations. 
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6.0 TUTOR MARKED ASSIGNMENT 

- State the grammatical rules guiding the conversion of the various types 

of singular nouns to dual 
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MODULE 2 

UNIT 2:  SOUND MASCULINE PLURAL 

 1.0  Introduction 

 2.0  Objectives 

 3.0  Main Content 

  3.1 Conversion of Dual to Sound Masculine Plural 

  3.2 Categories of Sound Masculine Plural 

  3.3 Elision of Nūn from Sound Masculine Plural 

 4.0  Conclusion 

 5.0  Summary 

 6.0  Tutor Marked Assignment 

 7.0  References and Further Readings 

 

1.0 INTRODUCTION 

 Plural refers to two or more figures in English usage. In Arabic, plural 
refers to three or more figures, human or non-human, feminine or masculine. 
There are basically three types of plurals in Arabic, these are: sound masculine, 
sound feminine and broken plurals. Sound Masculine Plural �ِ�ِ
 Qُ�ْaّ  is ا�Tَ�ُآ8ِ
 ا��8
formed from the singular nouns by adding either the suffix (   ون  ) --- una or 
(  �$  ) ---- ina to the singular form. The suffix to be added out of two 
alternatives will be determined by the place of the plural concerned within a 
sentence – based on certain grammatical rule. 
 The sound masculine plural will be discussed in this unit. 
 
2.0 OBJECTIVES 

 At the end of this unit, you should be able to: 

- state the grammatical rules guiding the conversion of dual to sound 

masculine plural 

- identify the types of nouns that can feature under sound masculine 

plural and the specific grammatical rules guiding each type 

- distinguish between sound masculine plural and other forms of plurals 

in Arabic 
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3.0 MAIN CONTENT 

 

Sound Masculine Plural  

  1ُ�ْ3ّ ا�0َ�ُآ(ِ
 ا��(�ِ�ِ.                            

 

 

 ا���h*را���Q�4K s0 ا��Tآ
 ا��
�� ا/�I   ا/�I ا���<ود     /�I ا���h*صا   /�I ا��W 0ا

          

3.1 Conversion of Dual to Sound Masculine Plural 
  

A noun is converted from singular to dual with the addition of (   ان  ) or 
( �$   ) – depending on the position of such noun in the Arabic construction. To 
convert a dual to sound masculine plural, the suffixes ( ان   ) and (  �$   ) should 
be replaced with (  ون  ) and (  �$   ) respectively as dictated by certain 
grammatical rules which we will analyse before the end of this unit. 
 

Self Assessment Exercise 

- Convert the following nouns to sound masculine plural  

           �ٌ�E� ,�ٌ�

�sٌ, �<ر6سٌ, �I ,�ٌ6�M� 

3.2 Categories of Sound Masculine Plural 

(i) �I            W 0 ا��Q�a8 ا/  

A sound singular noun is converted to sound masculine plural with the 
addition of the suffix ( ون  ) in the nominative case, whether such noun is 
definite or indefinite. Please find some examples below 
 

(Nominative) ا�����*ن                      - ا�����    

(Nominative)     ��Eن                    -ا��*��Eا��  

(Nominative)     ��M�-                         ن*��M�  

(Nominative)     s�
I-                         ن*h�
I  

 Such a noun is converted to sound masculine plural in the accusative or 
genitive cases with the addition of the suffix (  �$   ). Here are some examples: 
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Accusative         �ا�����     -ا�����    

Genitive           ا����� �   

Accusative      ��Eا��-      ��Eا���        

Genitive             � ��Eا��  

Accusative      ��M�-        ��M��          

Genitive                � ��M�  

Accusative      s�
I-       h�
I�           

Genitive                � h�
I  
 
Let us consider these constructions 


ء ا�����*ن                                       a 

        $' ا����� �                             أر

� �����
K رت
�                                         

 In the first example *ن���ا�� is the subject. Subject is grammatically 
defined as a noun in the nominative case indicating the doer of an action and is 
commonly cited after the action. In the second example, ا����� �    is the object. 
The object is defined as a noun in the accusative case indicating the particular 
thing on which the action of the doer occurred. The word � ���ا�� in the third 
example is in the genitive case because it is preceded by a genitive case 
particle )ب( . A noun appears in genitive mood when it is preceded by any of 
the genitive case particles 
 

Self Assessment Exercise 

- Convert the following dual nouns to sound masculine plural:, 


نِ hَ�ِ
Iَ, 6نُِ�َ<ر
Iَ ,ِن
�َ�ِ
�َ ,rَRِ
Vَِن

نِ, ?�ِ
.                               آَ  

 
(ii) Q�a ا�Iv ا���h*ص             

 A noun is described as ص*hا��� when it is suffixed by a yā’  of (  ي ) 
elongation (prefixed by a letter with i-vowel). Examples of nouns in this 
category are 2�

دى , ا��Cا�  and so on. To convert nouns in this category to plural, 
the last letter yā’  should be erased while the vowel of the letter (  ي ) 
preceding it must be changed to ا���� (u-vowel) if it is in the nominative case. 
The vowel ة
 .(i-vowel) must be retained in accusative and genitive casesا���
Let us consider some examples: 
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Nominative 
دى       Cدون         -ا�
Cا�       

[�
                          ا��
�*ن        -   ا��

Accusative 
دى       C-ا�           �د$
Cا�  

     [�
ا��
� �                          -ا��  

Genitive 
دى       C-ا�                 �د$
Cا�  

     [�
                          ا��
� �      -ا��

 

(iii) Q�a ا�Iv ا���<ود                 

 A noun ending with hamzah is described as ا���<ود. To convert a singular 
noun in this category to plural, the rule is that the hamzah should be retained 
while appropriate suffixes should be added    �$ or ون   depending on the 
position of such plural in a sentence. 
Let us consider some examples 
 

Nominative ن    ا�?�
ؤ      -      ءانبلا


ء    R*ؤن                             -ا�
R*ا�      


ء     R

ؤ      -ا�R
ن                         ا�    

Accusative     -      � �
 ءانبلا       ا�?�


ء    R*ا�-                                  � �
R*ا�  


ء     R

� �                               -ا�R
ا�  

Genitive     -                 � �
ا�?�  ءانبلا


ء    ا�*R-                                  � �
R*ا�  


ء     R

� �                                 -ا�R
ا�  

 

(iv) Q�a ا�Iv ا���h*ر              

 A noun ending with alif of elongation (preceded by a vowel) is 
described as ا�Iv ا���h*ر  . To convert a noun in this category to sound 
masculine plural, the ’alif must be deleted while the letter preceding it must be 
retained with the original vowel �0ا���. The suffixes ون and �$ must be added to 
this letter in that form irrespective of the place of occurrence of such word in 
the sentence. Let us consider some examples: 
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Nominative      [��

��*ن         -��       

��4?*ن                                     -��4?]      

                        ��>�*ن          -��>�]     

 [4�

�4*ن                                    -    ��  

Accusative      [��
�-         � ��
�          

    [?�4�-                                         � ?�4�  

     [�<��-        � �<��                              

 [4�
�     -        � 4�
�                                        

Genitive      [��
�-          �� ��
                

    [?�4�-                                     � ?�4�  

     [�<��-                               � �<��  

   [4�
�-     � 4�
�                                

Self Assessment Exercise 

Differentiate between Q�a ص*hا��� �I/ا      and     Q�a ر*�hا�� �I/ا    with relevant 

illustrative examples   

(v)            ��
ا���Q�4K s0 ا��Tآ
 ا��  

 There are some nouns which do not fit properly under the rules guiding 
the construction of sound masculine plural but are treated as sound masculine 
plurals. Some of these nouns have no singular forms. Few of these nouns are: 


ون, .o.*ن, ارMK*ن, @��*ن, ذوا, او�*, �K*ن, اه�*ن, �� *نl� ,ن*M�� ,ن*�
, M?I*ن, .�
.�I*ن Let us consider this example 
 

Nominative             ا�َ�ْ�ِ� داِ�ً�
 Kُ*?ُ0ْ�َ*نَ اأُوُ�*

Accusative �} ا��8
سُ أُوِ�] ا�َ�ْ�ِ�               $ُ0ِ  

Genitiveِس
�ُ�*س ا��8ُ [Rِ �ُ 8<ا� 
ُ.َmَ[وِ�] ا�َ�ْ�ِ� اُ�ِ  

 

3.3 Elision of Nūn from Sound Masculine Plural 

 In Arabic grammar we have what is called ‘the construct’  ف
ا��� and 
‘the genitive of the construct’  N ف ا�
ا��� . Let us consider the following 
example 
‘The teacher’s pen’ ا�ُ�َ<ر6س �ُ�ََ̂ 
 The word  �ُ�ََ̂ which is in the nominative case here is the construct  
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The construct may appear in any of the three cases: the nominative, accusative 
or genitive depending on its status within the constructions. The second word 
 is the genitive of the construct. Grammatically, it remains constantly in ا�ُ�َ<ر6س
genitive case. 
 When the above rule is applied to a sound masculine plural appearing as 
a construct, the Nūn ( ن   ) of the ending is compulsorily dropped. Let us 
consider few examples: 

 vَِ�ُ?*ا ا�ُ�َ
ةِ   َ�َVَ 
 The word  
�V is a verb in the past form indicating the occurrence of an 
action in the past. The word ا*?ُ�ِvَ is the subject in the nominative case, the 
case being represented by wāw (  و  ) because the subject is sound masculine 
plural. In addition to being the subject it is also the construct in that 
construction. The last word ِة
 is the genitive of the construct and it remains ا�ُ�َ
in genitive form. 
 Note that the original form of the construct is ن*?�v – a sound masculine 
plural in the nominative case. Being the construct of ِة
 however, it has the ا�ُ�َ
Nūn )ن(  dropped mandatorily. 
 The same rule of elision of this last letter (  ن  ) is applicable to the 
construct when it occurs in the accusative or genitive cases. 
 

Self Assessment Exercise 

Identify the rules guiding the elision of Nūn from sound masculine plural and 

cite some examples.  

4.0 CONCLUSION 

 In English usage, the word plural refers to two or more figures or 
objects but in Arabic; the word refers to three or more figures or objects. 
There are three types of plural in Arabic. Sound masculine plural, one of the 
three types has been addressed in this unit. The plural is formed with the 
addition of certain suffixes to singular nouns in Arabic as determined by 
certain grammatical rules. 
 Singular nouns ending in sound masculine plural belong to a number of 
categories which we have identified in this unit. Grammatical rules affecting 
each of the categories have equally been dealt with 
 
5.0 SUMMARY 

 There are three types of plurals in Arabic – the sound masculine plural, 
the sound feminine plural and the broken plural. The sound masculine plural 
and the grammatical rules affecting it have received adequate attention in this 
unit. 
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6.0 TUTOR MARKED ASSIGNMENTS 

- State the grammatical rules guiding the conversion of dual to sound 

masculine plural 

- State the types of singular nouns ending in sound masculine plural and 

analyse the grammatical rules guiding each type 
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MODULE 2 

UNIT 3:  SOUND FEMININE PLURAL 

 1.0  Introduction 

 2.0  Objectives 

 3.0  Main Content 

  3.1 Conversion of Dual to Sound Feminine Plural 

  3.2 Categories of Sound Feminine Plural 

3.3 Sound Feminine Plural in Nominative, Accusative and 

Genitive 

Cases 

 4.0  Conclusion 

 5.0  Summary 

 6.0  Tutor Marked Assignment 

 7.0  References/Further Readings 

 

1.0 INTRODUCTION 

Sound Feminine Plural �ِا�ّ��ِ�ِ.                  456ا�  1ُ�ْ3َ  

Sound Feminine Plural is formed from singular feminine noun by 
infixing elongating ‘alif  between the last and second to the last radicals of the 
noun while the round ta (tā’marbūtah) which is commonly added to singular 
feminine must be converted to ta maftūhah. This is a common definition of 
this plural. Certain types of singular nouns end up in sound feminine plural. 
These types and the peculiar grammatical features of each of the types will be 
studied in this unit. 
 

2.0 OBJECTIVES 

 At the end of this unit, you should be able to: 

- explain the process of converting singular nouns to sound feminine 
plural 

- identify the types of singular nouns that end up in sound feminine plural 
- contrast the grammatical rules affecting the sound feminine plural from 

those affecting the other types of plurals in Arabic 
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3.0 MAIN CONTENT 

3.1 Conversion of Dual to Sound Feminine Plural 

 A noun is converted from singular to dual with the addition of ( ان ) or 
(�$ ) depending on the position of such noun in the Arabic construction. To 
convert a dual to sound feminine plural, the most common rule is that the 
suffixes ( ان ) and (�$ ) should be dropped while the grammatical rules 
affecting a particular noun being converted take effect. These will be 
explained in the course of this unit. 
 

3.2 Categories of Sound Feminine Plural 

(i) ا�8. ا���7ود 

A noun in this category is the type that ends with hamzah. If the hamzah 
is the marker which shows that the noun is feminine, it must be converted to 
wāw (و ) before the addition of the suffixes (ات). Let us consider some 
examples: 

0
اوات  -�0
اء  � 

 �Tراوات     -�Tراء 

 If, however, the hamzah is originally wāw ( و  ) or yā’  it should be ,(   ي )
retained while the suffixes (ات )should be added. Here are some examples: 

 ه4
ءات  - 
ء4ٌَهِ       

      Rِ>ٌَاءات  - اء>R 

(ii)           ��9 ر��8. اا  

 A noun ending with alif of elongation (preceded by a – vowel) is 
described as ا�Iv  ا���h*ر   . To convert a noun in this category to sound 
feminine plural, an ’alif in accusative case must be added to the last letter. 
This must be succeeded by the suffix (    ات  ). Here are some examples: 


تٌ    -َ�ْ �] َ�َ ْ�َ 

[�َ�ْIَ-   ٌت
 ��I 

(iii) ;����ءا�8. ا���� م                                

 A singular noun ending with close tā’  is converted to sound ( ة ) 
feminine plural by infixing elongating alif before the tā’ ’to open tā (  ت  )   .( ة ) 
In essence, such noun ends with the normal suffix ( ات ). Let us consider these 
examples: 


َ4َyَ ٌاتُ –ة
َ4َyَ 


رَةٌ  َIَ– ٌرَات
 َIَ 
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Self Assesment Exercise 

-State the grammatical rules guiding the conversion of   ا���<ود �I/ا and /ا �I

 .to sound feminine plural   ا���h*ر

 

(iv)       456ا�&�. ا�� 

 Some feminine nouns possess no signs indicating that they are actually 
feminine. Converting nouns in this category to plural requires only the 
addition of the suffix ( ات  ) to their singular forms; e.g. 

 ه�<ات   -ه�< 

 ز$�?
ت  -ز$�� 
 

 (v)  1�3 ا���� ���456            

 If we cite certain nouns as attributes of plural feminine, the attributes 
must be treated as sound feminine plural totally with the nouns to which they 
serve as attributes. Let us consider few examples; the wordsٌ}�ِ
yَ  and Mْ�َُ<ودُ    are 
actually attributes for masculine when they are used for feminine, they must 
be succeeded by the suffix (  ات ) as in  


تٌ�َ�ِ
yَ ٌل
?َaِ 

 أََ$
مٌ Mْ�َُ<ودَاتٌ

       (vi) 
 ا�&�=>         ">� 
            ا�8. ا���<

 To convert the ‘insignificant noun’ of non-living object to sound 
feminine plural, a – vowel (   �0�
 must be applied to the last letter of such (  ا��
noun before the addition of the suffix (  ات  ). Find few examples below 

 �ٌ ْ?َaُ– )aَ?َ�ٌ  (-  ٌتoَ?ْaُ 

َ�
تٌ   -)  ٌ�َ�َ̂(  -ٌَ̂�ْ ٌ�   ْ�َُ̂ 

        (vii)      ?@�Aدر #� ' ق ا���#    

 The third paradigm in the scale of verbs is known as ��<ر   . It is 
considered to be noun and actually, it is considered as the source from which 
the verb and other derivatives are extracted. To convert the ردصم of the 
augmented trilateral verbs to sound feminine plural, the rule is that the suffix 
  .must be added to such; e.g (  ات  )

�9
ر �Iرات  -ا
�9�Iا 


اب <Pت -ا
Kا
<Pا 
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          (viii)  456ا�� C# 1�D� 8 �#  

 There are certain feminine nouns to which the rules enumerated above 
could not be employed. We come across nouns in this category by frequent 
and extensive usage of the language. Feminine nouns in this category 
include أ�� and   ��y . We can never have ت

ت   and أ��y respectively. 
 
Self Assesment Exerccise 

- State five nouns under S�Eا�� ��Mا� and convert them to feminine plural 

 

(ix) 1�3 ا�8. ا���9 ص  

 A noun is described as ا���h*ص   when it is suffixed by a yā ( ي   ) of 
elongation (prefixed by a letter with i – vowel  ة
 This letter of elongation .ا���
must vowelled with a – vowel (  �0ا���  ) when joined with   S �
ء ا��[�  – open tā’  
indicating that the noun is feminine. An example of nouns in this category 
is ت
 �
the singular form of which is ,ا��   � �
I  
 

(x)  .��1 ا��456 ا���D; FGا���   

 Some nouns end with the suffix (  ات   ), the sign by which the sound 
feminine plural is prominently identified. These nouns are treated 
grammatically as such but they are actually not under the purview of sound 
feminine plural. Nouns in this category include 
ت           R

آ
ت ,  �K, تأُ,ذواتvو  
 

(xi) 
 Many nouns, especially foreign words, and most masculine diminutives 
take the sound feminine plural ending, e.g. 


تٌ  -Vََ َ*انٌ � Vََ َ*اَ


تٌ ?َ�َ�
تٌ   -َ
?َ�َ 

 Nٌ ْ�َaُ-  ٌت
Cَ ْ�َaُ 


تٌ*َ�ْ�ُ� -َ�ْ�ُ�*نٌ �َ 

Self Asssesment Exercise 

- Contrast   S�Eا��  �� Q�4$ v 
� and ا����
�S ا��Eا�� Q�4K s0�  with appropriate   

    illustrations 
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3.2 Sound Feminine Plural in Nominative, Accusative and Genitive 
Cases 

 Sound feminine plural takes u-vowel ا����    the appropriate vowel when 
it occurs in the context where nominative case must be employed. It takes i-
vowel  ة
ا��� when it occurs in the contexts where accusative and genitive 
cases are applicable respectively. Let us consider few examples: 
 

Nominative  �ِ

تْ ا�>8َ�َVَُت
?َ   

Accusative   ِت
?َ�ِ

تُ ا�>8ْ�َ�َ  

Genitive        
َ�َ
َ8<�
Kِ ُرْت 'ِ?َ�ِ   

  

Please note 
تُ  ?َ�ِ
ا�>8  in the first example, it is the subject and as you have 
learnt, subjects remain in nominative case. The second example 
تِ  ?َ�ِ
ا�>8 , is the 
object and object must be in accusative case. As you have learnt, however, the 
plural remains in genitive case whether it occurs in accusative or genitive case 
respectively. The third  <ّ�
Kِ
َ 'ِ?َ�ِ  is governed by the preceding genitive particle 
 
4.0 CONCLUSION 

 Specific grammatical rules guide the conversion of singular to dual in 
Arabic grammar. To convert a dual noun to sound feminine plural, there are 
also specific grammatical rules determined by the type of noun to be 
converted. A common rule, however is that the sound feminine plural should 
end with the suffix (  ات  ). 
 Sound feminine plural takes u-vowel (ا����) when it occurs within the 
context where it should take the nominative case. When it occurs where 
accusative and genitive cases are applicable, it takes i-vowel (ة
 .(ا���
 
5.0 SUMMARY 

 Sound feminine plural ends with the suffix (   ات ). Certain types of 
nouns end in sound feminine plural. These have been addressed with attention 
paid to the rules affecting each of the type in the course of this unit. 
 
6.0 TUTOR MARKED ASSIGNMENTS 

- Convert the following singular nouns to sound feminine plural 

 [�َ�ْIَ , ٌد
MَIُ , ٌرَة
 َyَ , ٌع
<َhِ�
َ�ٌ� , َ�ْ�ِ� ٌ� , yٌَ�ٌ� , اْIَ , �ٌ ْ?َaُ , >ٌ�ِْه ,�ٌ�َ�ِ
Rَ. 

- Give ten sound feminine plurals and apply the three cases – nominative, 

accusative and genitive unto them. 
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MODULE 2 

UNIT 4:  BROKEN PLURAL 

 1.0  Introduction 
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 3.0  Main Content 
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 4.0  Conclusion 

 5.0  Summary 
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 7.0  References and Further Readings 

 

1.0 INTRODUCTION 

Broken Plural    
1ُ�ْ3َ ا��(ْ*ِ�"ِ      

 Unlike sound masculine and feminine plurals which are formed by 
adding specific suffixes to the singular forms, broken plural has no fixed 
grammatical rules. Its forms or patterns are so many that it becomes 
impossible to forecast from singular to plural or vice versa. Singular nouns 
which end up in broken plural are many and unmarked. Learners know them 
by extensive research and frequent usage of Arabic language. It is generally 
done by prefixing, infixing, suffixing or decreasing the number of letters 
making up a singular noun concerned. Broken plural has certain paradigms 
upon which the plural nouns are placed and these will be discussed in this unit. 
 
2.0 OBJECTIVES  

At the end of this unit, you should be able to 

- convert nouns in dual forms to broken plural 

- differentiate between broken plural and other forms of plurals 

- identify some paradigms of broken plural 
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3.0 MAIN CONTENT 

Broken Plural 

       
1ُ�ْ3َ ا��(ْ*ِ�"ِ   

 

 

 

��hا� Q�a    \ا�� Q�aة
  �9 � [C��� ا��4*ع  Q�4ا� Q�a

  

 

The table above shows the categories to which broken plural can be 
divided. This will be analysed appropriately in this unit. 
  

3.1 Conversion of Dual to Broken Plural 

 A noun is converted from singular to dual with the addition of (ان) or (�$) 
– depending on the position of that noun in Arabic construction – nominative, 
accusative or genitive. Plural nouns which end up in broken plural have no 
specific marks. These are known by frequent use of the Arabic language as 
well as familiarity with grammar of the language. 
 

3.2 Categories of Broken Plural 

                    1�3 ا���9                         

This category of broken plural embraces between three to ten items. 
This view is shared by some Arabic grammarians while others feel it can 
apply to any number of items. Featuring under this category are the four 
following paradigms with relevant examples: 

   

  �ٌ�َ&ْ'ِ 

     �ٌ َ?ْ�ِ)2?�( 

 )أَخٌ(   إِْ@َ*ةٌ   


دٌ(ِْ̂
دَةٌ      ^( 

     � Rِ)�ٌ R( 

 

 أْ'ِ&َ�ٌ�

 )��*د(أْ�ِ�َ<ةٌ  
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  �ٌ�َ� )ر� -(أَرِْ

  �ٌ�َzِIَْال(أEI( 

  �ٌKَ*ِaَْاب(أ*a( 

 

 أَْ'َ&ٌ�ل

 )a<(أaََْ<ادٌ  


(أَْ�َ�
رٌ  ��( 

 )qaء(أqَaَْاءٌ 

 

 أَْ'ُ&ٌ>

  
ٌCُ�
(أَْC�( 

 ٌ̀ �ُ���`(أَْ( 

 )ذراع(أَذْرُعٌ 
  

(ii) 
ة     A*1�3 ا�  

 Just as we observed underا Q�a ��h� ,  the present category embraces 
broken plurals comprising unspecified numbers. Below are some of the 
paradigms featuring under this category 

  <ٌ&ُ'ُ 

 )آَِ�
بٌ(آُُ�ٌ�          

      -ٌ4ْ�ُ)�� 4�( 

      �ٌIُُل(ر*Iر( 

 

<ٌ&ْ'ُ 

  
ٌ�ْVُ)
ُ�َVَْأ( 

 

اءُ(ُ@ْ�ٌَ�َ@َ( 

 
<ٌ&َ'ُ 

 )�*رة(ُ�َ*رٌ  


فٌ َ�ُ)�R
�( 
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<ٌ&َ'ِ 

  Qٌ<َِ̂)�ٌMَ<ِْ̂( 

  �ٌ�َ�ِ)���( 

 

�ٌ�َ&ْ'َ 


ةٌ  َ0ْIَ)
V
I( 

 

<ٌَّ&'ُ 

  Qٌ8رُآ)Qراآ( 

 

 ُ'َ&�لٌ

 )ه
دٍ(هَُ*ادٌ 

 

J�َ&ْ'َ 

  [Pَ
ْ�َ)�$
�( 

   [Vَ
ْaَ)W$
a( 

 

  ِ'َ&�لٌ


لٌ  ?َaِ)�?a( 

 ).*ب(ِ.َ 
بٌ  

 )آ
$�(آَِ
امٌ  

 
 ُ'ُ& لٌ

 )^��(ُُ̂�*بٌ  

 )Kُ)' Kُ *تٌ  

 )�<ر(  ُ�ُ<رٌ
 

 ِ'"َ&�لٌ


ج(ِ� 4َ
نٌ  �( 

 ).*ر(ِ. َ
انٌ  
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 أَْ'ُ&ٌ>


ن(أَْ�ُ�ٌ�  ��( 

  
ٌCُyَْأ)
Cy( 

  �ٌaُْأَر)�aر( 

 

 َ'ْ&َ�ءُ

َ�
ءُ  Kَْأ)�Kا( 

 

 ِ'ْ&َ�نٌ

ْ�َ�
نٌ  ��oم(ِ( 


نٌ   َ?ْ�ِ)2?�( 

 )أخ(إِْ@*انٌ  

 

 أَْ'ِ&َ�ءُ

 )و�2(أَوِْ�َ 
ءُ  


ءُ   َ?ِ��ِ?2ُ(أََْ( 

 

 ُ'َ&َ�ءُ

ُ�َ�َ�
ءُ  )��
�( 

َ�
ءُ  rَ�ُ)� r�( 

�oَءُ  َKُ)� �K( 

 

 َ'َ&�لٌ

 )$<(أََ$
دٌ  

  

 نٌُ'ْ&َ�


نٌ  ?َ�َْ̂)��^( 

َ�
نٌ  <ْKُ)�<K( 

 )Kُ)>�Kْ�َ<انٌ   
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Self Assessment Exercise 

- Compare and contrast the  ة
 Q�a   with relevant ا�Q�a      and  ��h ا���

illustrations 

(iii)   ع �Dا� J$��# �>"�  

 This category is an extraction from the ة
 Q�a. The difference ا��\
between the two is the occurrence of two or more letters after the  
أ�- ا����  in 
the present category. The grammatical rule affecting the plural in this context 
is that it must not be vowelled. Below are some of the paradigms featuring 
under this category: 

<ُ�ِ�&َ'َ  

Iََر
  �ُ�ِ)��
Iر( 

4َ�َ
  qُ�ِ)4*ز�( 

 

J�َ�&َ'ُ 

َ�
رَى  Iُ)ان
�I( 

   [�َ
 )آ�*ل(آَُ�

 

J�َ�&َ'َ 

0
اء(0َ�ِ
رَى  �( 

َ�
وَى   Rَ)ى*�R( 

 

<ُ"�ِ�&َ'َ 

  
ُ Rِ
 )���*ر(َ�َ�

    �ُ �ِ
Iََب(أ*�Iأ( 

    Tُ �ِoَ�َ)T ���( 

 

<ُMِا َ'َ 

 

  
 )a*ه
(aََ*اهِ


��(َ@َ*اِ�ُ�   @( 
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<ُMِ�'ََأ 

  QٌKِ
 )Qأ�?(أََ�

  �ٌPِ
Rََأ)��Rأ( 

 

<ٌ"Mِ�'ََأ 

  Qٌ Kِ
 )أ�?Q(أََ�

  Qٌ Kِ
Iََع(أ*?Iأ( 

 

<ٌ"&ِ�َ#َ 

     Wٌ �ِ

ح(َ�َ����( 

  Wٌ Kِ

ح(َ�َ�?��( 

 

<ٌMِ��َ#َ 

  >ٌaِ
�َ�َ)>4��( 

   >ٌKِ
Mَ�َ)>?M�( 
 

Self Assessment Exercise 
 Identify the category to which each of the following plurals occur 


اءُ, ُ�ُ<نٌَhَRُ ,sُ$ِد
ٌ̀, أ�Kَ*ِaَْ, آَِ
امُ, َْ̂�َ�], َ�َ� �ُ� ..............أَْ

 

(iv)    1�D1�3 ا�   
  

The term  1�D1�3 ا�  indicates the conversion of a broken plural form to 
another broken plural form. Few of the plurals coming under this category are 
the conversion of   � ?�, إ@*ة  and  ر
ا@*ان ,�? 
ن   Q�a to ا�featuring under ��h أ��
and ر
under أ�� Q�a ا��\
ة    respectively 
 

Self Assessment Exercise 

 Provide the broken plural forms of the following singular nouns 


ة, ��4`, أ� 
, رI*ل$qa ,2�� ,>�K ,ح
 آ
$�, اخ, ^
د, ���
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4.0 CONCLUSION 

 Unlike sound masculine and sound feminine plurals, broken plural has 
no fixed grammatical rules. Broken plural can be broken into four categories 
with each category featuring specific paradigms. Many words have more than 
one form of the broken plural but by reading extensively the student will 
become familiar with the form most commonly used. 
 

5.0 SUMMARY 

 In this unit, we have identified the four categories to which broken 
plural can be broken. Broken plural is distinct from the other types of plurals 
in Arabic as there are certain suffixes employed to convert singular to plural in 
the other plurals but singulars may be suffixed, prefixed or infixed in the 
process of constructing broken plurals. 
 

6.0 TUTOR MARKED ASSIGNMENT 

- Identify the major differences between the broken plural and the other 

forms of plural in Arabic  
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MODULE 3: THE VOWELS 

Unit 1:  Primary Vowels 

1.0:  Introduction 

2.0:  Objectives 

3.0:  Main Content 

3.1:  Vowels/short vowels 

3.2:  Quiescence 

3.3:  Long vowels 

3.4:  Vowel Signs 

3.5:  Nunation 

3.6:  Doubled Consonants 

4.0:  Conclusion 

5.0:  Summary 

6.0:  Tutor Marked Assignment 

7.0:  References and Further Readings 

 

1.0 INTRODUCTION 

 Unlike in English, Arabic lexical items are pronounceable only when 
they are appropriately vocalised. Arabic vowels are placed either above or 
beneath the letters of the lexical items to make the pronunciation possible. 
Arabic vowels are broadly divided into two – the primary and the secondary. 
The primary vowels will be the focus of this unit. 
 
2.0 OBJECTIVES  

 At the end of this unit, you should be able to: 

- recognise the different types of primary vowels 

- apply the vowels to Arabic lexical items and read them appropriately 
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3.0 MAIN CONTENT 

3.1 Vowels/Short Vowels 

 Arabic words and expressions are pronounceable only when appropriate 
vowels are applied. There are three basic vowels in classical Arabic; each 
occurring both long and short. Two of these are placed above and the third one 
is put beneath the letters to show the relevant intonation of a letter. All the 28 
letters of Arabic language can take any of these three vowels to give different 
sounds. The short ones are contained in the following: 
 
(i) Al-Fathah (the  a – vowel). It is indicated in writing by a small diagonal 

stroke over the consonant concerned. The vowel sound is the neutral “a” 
sound; let us consider the following examples:   

                                                            َ̀ �َaَ             َب
َPَ    

(ii)  Al-Kasrah (the i – vowel). It is indicated in writing by a small diagonal 
stroke beneath the consonant concerned. Its appropriate sound is “i” as 
in: 

            �ِ4ِIِ    �ِ Rِ 

    (iii) Ad-dammah (the u – vowel). It is indicated in writing by a diacritic 
similar to a small waw (  :placed over the consonant concerned as in ( و 

 رIٌُُ�    آُُ�ٌ�                

3.2 Quiescence 

 Jazmah or sukūn means quiescence and it indicates the absence of 
vowel. This absence of vowel is indicated by orthographical character written 
as a small circle above the quiescence consonant (o). 
 When quiescence is applied to a letter, it stops the continuance of sound 
and it occurs on either the medial or final consonants of a given Arabic word 
respectively. It cannot function on a single consonant like fathah (a – vowel), 
kasrah (i – vowel) and dammah (u – vowel). Its usages are given below 


   آَْ�   هَْ�ْIِ 

Self Assessment Exercise  

 Given below are words of different vowel signs, read them without 

resorting to spellings 

                           �َ�ُaَ   , َب
ِyُ   , ُت
ْIِ   , �ُ?ْ�َ   , �ُ�ِ0ْ�ُ   , �ُMَ� . آََ
مٌ  , ِ

Note: 

 There are two diphthongs represented by ( ْو  ) “aw” and ( ْي ) “ay”. The 
diphthongs are derived from quiescencing consonants ( و ) “w” and ( ي ) “ay” 
at the medial or final positions of a verb as shown below: 
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                             ‘ay’       (ْي) 

                                   �َ ْKَ       �ُ$َْر               �ُ ْIَ 

           
ُ ْ�َ      �ُ ْ�َ               َ̀  ْ�َ 

       

 ’aw‘  )وْ(


    َْ̂*لُ               أَوْنُ       ُ ْ�َ 

 Rَْ*زُ    َ�ْ*نُ   َ.ْ*بُ       

 

3.3 Long Vowels 

 There are three other vowels which can be put above or beneath any 
consonant to be pronounced with a special sound. These are letters (  و ): wa; 
 alif which are called long vowels or elongation. The vowel ( ا ) ya and ( ي  )
signs fathah, kasrah and dammah correspond with ‘alif , wa and ya 
respectively. Each of the three letters elongates a vowel sign as noted below: 
 

(i) ‘alif  This letter elongates fathah (a – vowel) if it occurs at either :(أ) 

the medial or final position of a word and it is not vowelled, e.g. 


    دا   ذا      @   
V   
a   
.   
�   
K   n 

(ii) ya ( ي  ): This letter elongates kasrah (i – vowel) if it occurs at either the 

medial or final position of a word and it is not vowelled, e.g. 

  اِى   Vِ   [aِ   [.ِ   [�ِ   [Kِ]   ِ@]   دِى   ذِى     

(iii) wa’( و   ): This letter elongates dammah (u – vowel) if it occurs at either 

the medial or final position of a word and it is not vowelled, e.g. 

 أُو   Vُ   *aُ   *.ُ  *�ُ   *Kُ*   ُ@*   دُو   ذُو

Note: 

(i) If a vowel sign corresponds with the vowel letter, its sound is called 
ma‘rūf (active). All the examples given above fall into this category as 
appropriate letters are given to elongate each of the vowels. More examples of 
active ones are: 
 

(a) alif preceded by a letter bearing fathah: 


   آَ     Iَ
Rَ  
Vَ   
َ�   vَ   رَا   
aَ   
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(b) ya’ preceded by a letter bearing kasrah: 

[Rِ  [Vِ   [�ِ   [�ِ   رِى   [aِ   [ِآ   [Iِ 

(c)         wa’ preceded by a letter bearing dammah      

 Iُ*   *�ُ   *Vُ   *Rُ*   آُ*   aُ*   رُو   ُ�

(ii) If a vowel sign does not correspond with the vowel letter, such vowel 
letter serves as a diphthong only and its sound is then called majhūl (passive). 
Examples are: 
 
(a) wa preceded by a letter bearing fathah as in: 

  *ْRَ  *ْVَ   *ْ�َ   *ْ�َ   ْرَو   *ْaَ   *َْآ   *ْIَ 

 
(b) ya preceded by a letter bearing fathah as in: 

[Rَ  [Vَ   [�َ   [�   رَى   [aَ   [َآ   [Iَ 

 
Self Assessment Exercise  

 Differentiate between the words which bear ma‘rūf (active) and majhūl 

(passive) sound respectively from the following examples: 

                 
�ً*ْ�َ   �ٌ ْ�َْ̂*vً    آَْ Vُ   �ٌ �ِVَ   oً*رٌ   oَ�َةٌ   ُ.hُ*بٌ   uٌ �ِVَ   ا�َ 
لَ      َ̂ 

 
3.4 Vowel Signs 

 We have identified consonants ‘alif , wa and ya as huruful-māddah 
(elongating consonants). The three of them have a substitute each. The 
substitutes are alif maqsūrah (shortened alif) which substitutes alif placed on a 
consonant, and ya if placed beneath a consonant. Inverted dammah substitutes 
wa: 
 Alif maqsūrah (shortened alif) is a small diagonal hanging alif ( ا  ) 
while inverted dammah is similar to turning the real dammah upside down. 
They perform the functions of consonants they represent in Arabic words. 
Examples are as follows: 
 
(i) alif maqsūrah on Arabic consonants 


,   nا Kَ بَ ا   ,

,   تَ ا َ�aَ جَ ا 

(ii)  alif maqsūrah beneath Arabic consonants 

 جِ ى aِ] ,   ثِ ى ِ.],   بِ Kِ],   اِاِى                                              
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(iii) Inverted dammah on Arabic consonants 

 جُ aُ*,   ثُ ُ.*,   تُ ُ�*,    بُ Kُ*,   أُاُو     

 

3.5 Nunation 

 The vowel marks ‘a’, ‘i’, and ‘u’ are usually followed by ‘n’ in 
indefinite nouns, even though the sound ‘n’ is not rendered in writing. It is 
indicated in writing by marking the vowel signs twice above or beneath the 
last consonant of the affected Arabic word. This is known as tanwin in Arabic. 
Examples of nunated letters are the following:   
  

 جٌ   جٍ   جً , ثٌ  ثٍ  ثً ,   تٌ تٍ   تً,  بٌ  بٍ  بً  ,اٌ   اٍ  اً

 
3.6 Doubled Consonants 

 It is possible that two identical letters occur on a single word in Arabic. 
When two letters follow each other in Arabic and they are not separated by a 
vowel (such as diphthongs ‘ay’ and ‘aw’), only one of the letters is written but 
with a mark known as shaddah (strengthening) written on top of it, while the 
letter should be read with the preceding letter which must be a vowelled one. 
A doubled consonant is known as mushaddad and it is obtained from merging 
two identical letters – one silent and the other bearing a vowel – together. 
Examples of doubled consonants are 
 


 . َ�ْ>َ>َ�:  َ�>8َ�,  َ�ْ<دَ:  َ�<yَ   ,8ْ<دَ:  yَ<8,    آَْ�َ�َ
:  آ�8

Note: 

(i) Consider the examples above; when doubling is applied to Arabic 
words, it takes different positions depending on the initial vowel of the 
doubled consonant in a particular word. If the doubled consonants bear either 
fatha (a – vowel) or dammah (u – vowel) the vowels are put on top while the 
shaddah comes beneath them. They are then put on the consonant concerned, 
e.g. 

8*aَ,    {
Iٍ ,   {�ُأُم}   ,آ    ,
  ذَآَّ

(ii) If the doubled consonants bear kasrah (i – vowel), shaddah is placed on 

top of the consonant while the vowel takes its normal position, e.g. 

�*aَ,   َم�
aُ,   رَب� ,  �َ��Vَ 
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4.0 CONCLUSION 

 You must have learnt the following in this unit 

- The Arabic short vowels and their pronunciation on Arabic lexical items. 

The short vowels are:   �0ا���   - a – vowel,   ة
    -u - ا���� i – vowel and - ا���

vowel.     

- How Jazmah or sukūn stops the continuance of sound when applied to a 
letter. You have also learnt about the diphthongs with relevant illustrations 

- How to recognise the long vowels and examination of the ma‘rūf (active) 
and majhūl (passive) sound under the long vowels 

- The vowel signs, nunation and doubled consonants with relevant 
illustrations. 

- The fact that Arabic word cannot be produced appropriately until 
appropriate vowels are applied. 

 

5.0 SUMMARY 

 We have dealt with a significant aspect of Arabic language – the 
vowelization of its lexical items. Arabic word becomes pronounceable and 
meaningful when vowelised. Vocalization is an important aspect of Arabic 
grammar as it guides in determining the appropriate status of a word within a 
sentence. 
 

6.0 TUTOR MARKED ASSIGNMENT  

1. Differentiate between ma‘rūf and majhūl sounds with relevant 
illustrations 

2. Discuss doubled consonants with appropriate examples 
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MODULE 3 

UNIT 2:  SECONDARY VOWELS 

 1.0  Introduction 

 2.0  Objectives 

 3.0  Main Content 

  3.1 Secondary Vowels Applicable to Dual 

  3.2 Secondary Vowels Applicable to Sound Masculine Plural 

  3.3 Secondary Vowels Applicable to Sound Feminine Plural 

  3.4 Secondary Vowels Applicable to the Five Names 

  3.5 The Diptotes 

 4.0  Conclusion 

 5.0  Summary 

 6.0  Tutor Marked Assignment 

 7.0  References and Further Readings 

 

1.0 INTRODUCTION 

 We have dealt with the primary vowels in the previous unit.This unit 
deals with the secondary vowels. Each of the primary vowels is represented by 
some letters under certain grammatical conditions which we will examine in 
this unit. 
 

2.0 OBJECTIVES 

 At the end of this unit, you should be able to: 

- identify the secondary vowels and the primary vowels represented by 

each of them 

- apply the secondary vowels to Arabic lexical items and use them in 

simple constructions 
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3.0 MAIN CONTENT  

3.1 Secondary Vowels Applicable to Dual 

 The position of a dual noun within a sentence determines the type of 
secondary vowel to be employed. In the context where nominative case is 
applicable to a dual noun, the secondary vowel to be applied is ’alif ; for 
instance 

           )�Mنَ )  ا��

 اْ�ُ�ْ�ِ�َ�َ�َVَ 
Please note that )
َ�َVَ (  is a verb succeeded by the subject ( ��
 The .(  ا��

subject, as you have learnt is a noun in nominative case indicating the doer of 
an action and it is usually cited after the action. The word )ِن
)ا�ُ�ْ�ِ�َ�  is the 
subject in the nominative case and the secondary vowel indicating the case 
is ’alif  :Let us consider more examples .(  اْ  ) 

         �ِIََنِ إَِ�] اْ�َ�ْ<ر
?َ�ِ
 ذَهََ� ا�َ>
 8��َ] اْ�ُ�ْ�ِ�َ�
نِ Rِ] اْ�َ�ْ�4ِِ<         

انِ إَِ�] ا��}*قِ
َ$Tْهَُ� ا��8         aِ  

 
In the context where accusative and genitive cases are applicable to a 

dual noun, the secondary vowel to be applied is ya’ ( ي  ). Please note the 
following examples: 

  رَأَْ$ُ' ا�>8
ِ�َ?ْ ِ� Rِ] اْ�َ�ْ�ِ�        
The word comprises the verb and the subject ( ��
 the word (ا���M و ا��

(  �ِ ْ?َ�ِ
 is the object. As you have learnt, object is grammatically defined as ( ا�>8
a noun in the accusative case indicating the particular thing on which the 
action of the doer occurred. The word(  �ِ ْ?َ�ِ
 therefore, as the object has , ( ا�>8
ya’ ( ي ) as the secondary vowel indicating that the word is in accusative case. 
 Furthermore, where the genitive case is applicable to dual noun, it is the 
same letter ya’ (  ي  ) that is employed. Let us consider the following example: 

        
       �ِ ْ?َ�ِ
8<�
Kِ ُرْت
َ�َ 

 The word comprises the verb and the subject. The word comprises the 
genitive particle (   ب   ) and the dual (   �ِ ْ?َ�ِ
 A noun appears in genitive .( ا�>8
mood when it is preceded by any of the genitive case particles. The 
word(  ِ� ْ?َ�ِ
 is therefore in genitive case because of the particle preceding  ( ا�>8
it. The secondary vowel applicable is the letter ya’ (  ي  ) as notable in the 
example. Let us consider more examples 
 

Accusative: 

                �ِ$ْTَ �ِ�ْ6ذُ ا��
�َIْmُبَ ا
َPَ 

                �ِ$ْ
َ hِ�َ�ْتُ ا
ْ�َ�َ 
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Genitive:                                                        

                    �ِ ْKَ

تُ إَ�] اْ�ِ�َ�ْrَ�َ 

                   �ِ ْ�َ6�Mَ�ُ�ْا �8ْ�ُ' ِ�َ�Mَ�َ 
  

If a dual noun occurs as the construct in a sentence (ف
 the ending ,( ا���
nūn ( ن   ) must be dropped irrespective of the case applicable to such noun. 
Let us consider few examples: 

            


َ�َ�] ا��8َ
اءِ وَ ا��8َ
اءِ Vَ [�ِCَا�� 
ِ�ُyُأ 

 ا�ُ�
8ةِ ?َ�ِvَ 
َ�َVَ 

 
In addition, some nouns such as ا.�
ن , ا.��
ن  are treated as dual though the 

grammatical rules guiding the conversion of singular to dual are not applicable 
unto them. The grammatical rules affecting the application of secondary 
vowels to dual are applicable also unto these nouns 
  
Self Assessment Exercise 

 Convert the following singular nouns to dual and apply the secondary 

vowels in the three cases unto them: 

 Tٌ �ِ�ْ�ِ ,�ٌ�ِ�ْ�ُ ,ٌب

, ََ̂�ٌ�, آَِ�ٌ�َRَْد 

3.2 Secondary Vowels Applicable to Sound Masculine Plural 

 The context within which a sound masculine plural is used in a sentence 
determines the secondary vowel to be employed. In the context where 
nominative case is applicable to a sound masculine plural, the secondary 
vowel to be applied is wāw ( و   ); for instance: 


ءَ اْ�ُ�ْ�ِ�ُ�*نَ aَ 
The word َء
aَ is a verb succeeded by the subject (  ��
 As you have .(   ا��

learnt, the subject is a noun in the nominative case indicating the doer of an 
action. The word َِ�ُ�*ن�اْ�ُ�ْ is the subject in the nominative case and the 
secondary vowel indicating the case is wāw ( و   ). Let us consider more 
examples: 

 8��َ] اْ�ُ�ْ�ِ�َ�
نِ Rِ] اْ�َ�ْ�4ِِ<   

انِ إَِ�] ا��}*قَِ
َ$Tْهَُ� ا�ّ�         aِ  

 
In the context where accusative and genitive cases are applicable to a 

sound masculine plural, the secondary vowel to be applied is yā’  Let us .( ي) 
consider these examples:   

 رَأَْ$ُ' اْ�ُ�ْ�ِ�ِ�ْ َ�

تُْrَ� إَ�] اْ�ُ�ْ�ِ�ِ� َ� َ
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The word  in the first example is the object in accusative case   َ�ِ�ا���ِ�
whereas in the second example, the wordِ��ِ�ا�� �  is in genitive case because it 
is preceded by a genitive case particle. The secondary vowel applicable in the 
two contexts as you can see is yā’  .( ي ) 
  

If a sound masculine plural occurs as a construct ف
 ,in a sentenceا���
the nūn ( ن ) of the ending must be dropped, irrespective of the case applicable 
to such sound masculine plural. Let us consider few examples: 

 
Vَ�َِ8ة

 vَِ�ُ?*ا اْ�ُ�َ 

 رَأَْ$ُ' vَِ�ِ?] اْ�ُ�
8ةِ

رْتُ oَKِِ�ِ?] اْ�ُ�
8ةَِ�َ 

  
Furthermore, there are some nouns which do not fit properly under the 

rules guiding the construction of sound masculine plural but are actually 
treated as sound masculine plurals. The rules guiding the application of 
secondary vowels to sound masculine plural are also applicable unto these 
nouns also. 
 
 
Self Assessment Exercise 
 Convert the following singular nouns to sound masculine plural and 
apply the secondary vowels in the three cases unto them 

 �ُ�ِEْ�ُ�َُ�اَ�, ا>ُCِ�َ4ْ ,�ُ�ِ

رِقٌ, ُ�َ<ر6سٌ, ا��6Iِ 
 

3.3 Secondary Vowels Applicable to Sound Feminine Plural 

 Sound feminine plural takes ا���� –u-vowel when it occurs in the 
context where nominative case must be employed. It takes ة
 i-vowel– ا���
when it occurs in the contexts where accusative and genitive cases are 
applicable respectively. Let us consider some examples: 


تِ اْ�ُ�ْ�ِ� َ�َVَُت
�َ 

تُ ْ�َ� اْ�ُ�ْ�ِ�َ�
تِ َ
ِ�َ�
تِ �ْ�ُ�
ْKِ ُرْت
َ�َ 

 Note that ت
 in the first example is the subject and as you have ا�����
learnt, subject remains in nominative case. In the second example, ت
 is ا�����
the object and the object must be in accusative case. What could be described 
as a ‘secondary’ vowel is however employed here as ة
  i-vowel represents ا���

ا����0    a-vowel in this usage. The third ت
 is governed by the preceding ا�����
genitive particle and is thus in genitive case. 
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3.4 Secondary Vowels Applicable to the Five Names 

 In Arabic grammar, there are five spectacular nouns tagged ����
ء ا��Imا 
– the five names. The names are *Kأَُ@*, ا ,*�ُV ,*Rُ , ذُو . The context within which 
each of the five is used in a sentence determines the applicable secondary 
vowel. Three letters wāw (  و  ), ’alif (  ا   ) and yā’ – ا���� representing (  ي  ) 
u-vowel,  �0ا���-a-vowel and ة
 i-vowel, are applicable in nominative– ا���
accusative and genitive cases respectively, to the five names. Let us consider 
these examples 
 

Genitive  Accusative Nominative 

 [Kَِأ 
Kا *Kا 

 أَُ@* أَ@[  أ@]

[�V 
�V *�V 

[R 
R *R 

 ذو ذا ذى

 

3.5 The Diptotes 

 The term diptote refers to a noun having only two case endings. Nouns 
in this category are grammatically described as 
ء ا�Ivف ا
����*�� �� ا��  ‘nouns 
deprived of nunation’. The grammatical rules affecting the nouns in this 
category are analysed as follows: 

َ�
نَ  ْ�َIُ Nِ @ِ]َ�ِ 8�{. 62�ِ�َ �ِKْ [�َ Mِ�ِ �َ�ََآ 
 (1) 
The proper noun {2�ِ�َ ends with nunation (  �ٌ$*ِ�ْ�َ ) but the proper noun does not 

end with nunation. 

Proper nouns which do not end with nunation belong to a certain category of 

nouns called: َ�
ءُ اْ�َ�ْ� Iْmَفِ ا
ُ�*َ�ُ� ِ�َ� ا��8ْ  ‘nouns deprived of nunation’; ا��8ْ
فُ   is 

synonymous with. ا�َ�ْ�ِ*$ٌ�    

(2) Unless they have the definite article  ال or stand in the construct (with a 

following genitive), ‘nouns deprived of nunation’ have only two vowel-

endings: 

 (a) ا��}َ�ُ�   (without nunation) in the nominative case: ُن
�َ ْ�Iُ َء
aَ 

“Sulayman came” ( ُن
�َ ْ�َIُ ) is the subject of this verbal sentence. 
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 (b) ا0َ�ْ�َ�َُْ�   (without nunation) for either the accusative or genitive case: 

َ�
نَ  ْ�Iُ 'ُ�ْKَ
َ̂  “I met Sulayman”; ( َن
�َ ْ�َIُ ) is in the accusative case, being a direct 

object, َ�
نَ أََ@Tْتُ اْ�ِ�َ�
بَ ِ�ْ�  ْ�Iُ  “I took the book from Sulayman” َ�
نَ   ْ�Iُ ; is 

governed in the genitive case by the preposition  �ْ�ِ .  

 In the sentence of paragraph (1), َ�
نَ   ْ�Iُ  is in the genitive case,  being a 

substitute of   [@َِأ in   Nِ @ِ]َ�ِ . The genitive case of  Iُ َن
�َ ْ�  is indicated by an a-

vowel. On the other hand, the genitive case of 62�ِ�َ in the same sentence is 

indicated as usual by an i-vowel (followed by nunation). 

(3) Since ‘nouns deprived of nunation’ have only two case-endings �ُ�َ{ا�� 

for the nominative case and �ُ0َ�ْ�َ�ْا for the accusative or genitive case, they are 

called ‘diptotes’. Other nouns which end, as usual, with ا��8َ�ُ�    (_ُ  ) for the 

nominative case, �ُ0َ�ْ�َ�ْا (  _َ   ) for the accusative case and  ُة
ا�َ�ْ�َ ( -ِ ) for the 

genitive case are named ‘triptotes’. The prefix di- denotes ‘two-’, and the 

prefix tri- denotes ‘three’. 

(4) Diptotes include proper nouns (  ُمo�ْ]َ�َْا   ) as well as certain other kinds 

of nouns. We deal in this unit with diptotes which are proper nouns. 

(5) The following kinds of proper nouns are treated as diptotes: 

 (a) Feminine proper nouns which end in ة    َ_ (as  �ُ8��َ , �ُ�َ�ِ
Rَ ) or not 

( as 
دُ MَIُ , �ُ�َ$َْز ). 

 Masculine proper nouns which end in  ة  -َ are also treated as diptotes, 

e.g. 
وَِ$ُ�, َُ̂�ْ َ?ُ�Mَ�ُ , �ُ8 �َُأ . The two proper nouns: �ُ�َ �َِآ and  names of two jackals , دِْ�َ�ُ� 

َ�
 nوَى )Kْا ), belong here as well as to (b). 

 (b) Foreign proper nouns, as �ُ ِاه
َKْا ‘lbrahim’   �ُ �ِ
�َIِْإ  ‘Ismail’, ُق
0َIْا 

‘Ishaq’, ُب*hُMْ$َ ‘Yaqub’, 
رُونُ هَ  ‘Harun’, 
ن َ� ْ�َIُ ‘Sulaiman’ 

 (c) Proper nouns with the suffix ان (which does not belong to the 

root), as 
نُ�َVَ,    ُن
 َ�ْIُ   ,ُن

وَانُ     ,   ُ�ْ\َ�
نُ,    8��َْ�ِ  

 (d) Proper nouns which resemble verbal forms in form, as  

>ُ�َVَْأ‘Ahmad’ (literally: “I praise”), >ُ$qِ$َ (masculine personal name) (literally: 

“He increases”),  �ُ�ِ9ْ�َ  (name of an Arab tribe) (literally: “She conquers”). 
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 (e) Proper masculine nouns of the form �ٌMَRُ, as   
ٌ�َ�ُ (masculine 

personal name), �ٌVَُز ‘(the planet) Saturn’, �ٌ?َُه (name of a pagan Arab idol). 

 (f) Compound proper nouns ( �َُآ

 اَْ�َ[oَ�ْمُ اْ�ُ�َ ًaِqْ�َ 

آِ ً?ْ�َ  ), as ُت*ْ�َ
َ�َVَ 

‘Hadramaut’ (region in Southern Arabia), dُ?َ�َMْKَ ‘Bealbeck’ (Lebanese town 

known for its Roman monuments). Foreign proper nouns of this category also 

belong to (b), as ُرْك*$ُ* ُ�ُ ‘New York’,  ُج
ِ?َ�ْ�ِ
aَ*هَ ‘Johannesburg’, اد
4ِ�ْ �ِ �ِ 

‘Leningrad’. 

 

4.0 CONCLUSION 

 We have learnt in this unit the secondary vowels representing each of 
the primary vowels and the contexts within which each of the representations 
occur. Certain letters of the Arabic alphabet are employed as the secondary 
vowels. 
  
5.0 SUMMARY 

 Vowelization of lexical items is an integral aspect of Arabic grammar as 
it guides in determining the appropriate status of a word within a sentence. 
Arabic primary vowels are represented by certain letters which actually 
indicate the status of a word when used with a sentence. 
 

6.0 TUTOR MARKED ASSIGNMENT 

1. Identify the primary vowels represented by each of the following letters 

with appropriate illustrations: alif, waw, yaw. 
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      MODULE 4: 

ARABIC NUMBERING SYSTEM, THE PARTICLES AND FORMATION 

OF SENTENCES 

UNIT 1:  ARABIC NUMBERS 

 1.0  Introduction 

 2.0  Objectives 

 3.0  Main Content 

  3.1 The Cardinal Number 

  3.2 The Ordinal Number 

 4.0  Conclusion 

 5.0  Summary  

 6.0  Tutor Marked Assignment 

 7.0  References/Further Readings 
 
1.0 INTRODUCTION 
 Arabic numbering system has certain peculiarities which the present 
unit intends to address. Unlike the numbering system in English Language, 
Arabic numbering takes care of the gender and its applicable grammatical 
rules. This unit focuses the two types of numbering – the cardinal and the 
ordinal with the grammatical rules guiding the two types. 
 
2.0 OBJECTIVES 

 At the end of this unit, you should be able to: 

- compare and contrast the numbering systems in Arabic and English 
language respectively 

- state the cardinal numbers and the grammatical rules applicable into 
them 

 

3.0 MAIN CONTENT 

ARABIC NUMBERS 

3.1 The Cardinal Number         J��!ا�&7د ا 

 Arabic language is a gender language. Numbering or counting system in 
the language takes care of both masculine and feminine with their specific 
rules as in the following table. 
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English 

Equivalents 

Arabic Number 

in Figure 

Arabic Numbers in Words 

Masculine Feminine 

1. ١ >ٌVة و�ٌ< وا>Vوا 'ُ�K 


ن ا.��
ن و�<انِ ا.�
نِ  ٢               .2��K 


تِ.oث  .o.� أوvدِ ٣ .3�K 


تٍأَرQُKَْ  أر�MK أوvدِ ٤ .4�K 


تٍ @��ُ� أوvدٍ ٥ .5�K `�@ 


تٍ �Iُ� أوvدٍ ٦ .6�K 'I 

7. ٧ �ُM?I ٍدvتٍ أو
�K Qُ?I 

� � أوvدٍ ٨ .8

تٍ .��K ُن
�. 


تٍ ��Mُ� أوvدٍ ٩ .9�K Qُ�� 


ةُ أوvدٍ ١٠ .10َlَ� ٍت
�K 
َlَ� 

 

(a) The first two numbers (1 and 2) agree with their subjects. While the 
subject is masculine (     >و�   ) the numbers are in the masculine form and the 
numbers are converted to feminine forms when the subject is changed to 
feminine (    '�K ) 
 

(b) Numbers from three to ten do not agree with their subjects – in 
gender ثo.  which is without the feminine marker – tā marbūṭah (round ta) 
is used for feminine as ت
�K ثo. whereas �.o. to which feminine marker is 
suffixed is used for masculine            as دvأو �.o. 
 

(c) The subjects must be stated after numbers three to ten in plural forms, 
ending in genitive case 
 
Self Assessment Exercise 
(i) Apply these numbers    ٩     ٧     ٥     ٣    ١         to  �ٌ?َ�ِ
�َ  
(ii) Apply the numbers in (i) above to �ٌ�ِ
�َ 
(iii) Identify the main differences between the illustrations in (i) and (ii). 
 


 و�<اً ١١ .11lَ� >َVََا 
ً��K 
َlَ�َ ى>Vِْا 


 و�<اًا. ١٢ .12َlَ� 
� 
ً��K َة
َlْ� 
 ا.��


 و�<اً ١٣ .13َlَ� �َ.o. 
ً��K َة
َlْ� َثo. 
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 و�<اً ١٤ .14َlَ� �َMKْار 
ً��K َة
َlْ� QَKار 


 و�<اً ١٥ .15َlَ� �َ��ْ@ 
ً��K َة
َlْ� َ̀ �@َ 


 و�<اً ١٦ .16َlَ� �َ8�I 
ً��K َة
َlْ� 8'I 


 و�<اً ١٧ .17َlَ� �َM?I  Qَ?ْIَ
ً��K َة
َlْ� 


 و�<اً ١٨ .18َlَ� �َ �
�. 
ً��K َة
َlْ� 2َ�
�. 


 و�<اً ١٩ .19َlَ� �َM�� 
ً��K َة
َlْ� Qَ�� 


ونَ و�<اً ٢٠ .20ُlْ�  
ً��K َون
ُlْ� 

 

(a) Numbers from eleven to nineteen comprises two Arabic words each in 
accusative case. 

 

(b) Numbers eleven and twelve agree in gender with the subjects. The 
subjects must be stated after two numbers in singular forms, in 
accusative case. 

 

(c) From numbers thirteen to nineteen, it is only the segment of the two 
words comprising a number that agrees with its subject genderwise as 
we can see from the above. 

 

(d) Subjects which must be in singular forms must be stated after each 
number in accusative case. 

 

(e) Numbers like twenty, thirty, forty, fifty, sixty, seventy, eighty, ninety 
and one hundred remain unchanged whether they are applicable to 
masculine or feminine. The same is applicable to thousand, million and 
so on 

 


ون و�<اً  ٢١ .21l� و >ُVى و ِ� وا>Vِْا
ً��K َون
َlَ 


ون و�<ا ٢٢ .22l� ن و

 ا.�ً��K َون
َlْ� ن و
 ا.��


ون و�<ا ٢٣ .23l� و �.o. K ون
َlْ� َثo.
ً�� 


ون و�<ا ٢٤ .24l� و �ُMKْأر 
ً��K ون
َlْ� QَKار 


ون و�<ا ٢٥ .25l� و �ُ��@ 
ً��K ون
َlْ� َ̀ �@َ 


ون و�<ا ٢٦ .26l� 8ُ� و�I 
ً��K ون
َlْ� 8'I 


ون و�<ا ٢٧ .27l� و �ُM?I 
ً��K ون
َlْ� Qَ?ْIَ 


ون و�<ا ٢٨ .28l� و �ُ �
�. 
ً��K َون
َlْ� 2َ�
�. 


ون و�<اِ� ٢٩ .29l� و �ُM�  
ً��K َون
َlْ� Qَ�� 
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(a) When a number from one to nine is added to any number from twenty – 
one to ninety- nine, the letter ( و  ) indicating “and” should be infixed, it 
should then be followed by the number to which the addition is made. 

 

(b) Numbers twenty – one and twenty – two agrees with their subjects in 
gender, particularly the first segments of the two numbers 

 

(c) The remaining numbers (thirteen to nineteen) disagree with their 
subjects 

 

(d) Subjects which must be in singular form must be stated after each 
number in accusative case. 

 

Self Assessment Exercise 
- State the grammatical rules guiding the formation of numbers between 21 
and 29 with relevant illustrations 
  

20. ٢٠ oًaُون ر
l� 
ً��K َون
ُlْ� 

30. ٣٠ oًaن ر*.o. َن*.o. 
َ��K  

40. ٤٠ oًaن ر*MKْأر 
ً��K َن*MKْأَر 

50. ٥٠ oًaن ر*��@ 
��K َن*��@ 

60. ٦٠ oًaنَ ر*�I 
ً��K َن*{�I 

70. ٧٠ oًaن ر*M?I 
ً��K َن*M?I 

80. ٨٠ oًaن ر*�
�. 
ً��K ن*�
�. 

90. ٩٠ oًaن ر*M�� 
ً��K ن*M�� 

 
(a) The numbers 20 through 90 are applicable to both masculine and 

feminine 
 

(b) The subject should be in singular form, in accusative case. 
 


�� و�ٍ< ١٠٠ 100� 'ٍ�K ��
� 

 ا�ُ- �Kٍ' ا�ُ- و�ٍ< ١٠٠٠ 1000

1,000,000 ٠٠٠,٠٠٠,١  ِ�ْ�ُ *نَ �Kٍ' ِ�ْ�ُ *نَ و�ٍ< 

 

(a) The numbers hundreds, thousands and millions are applicable to both 
masculine and feminine 

(b) The subject should be in singular form, in the genitive case. 
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3.2 The Ordinal Number        JNِ"Oِ
 ا�&7د ا��(ْ

Ordinal number takes care of classifying items into their appropriate 
positions. Like cardinal numbers, gender is also taken into consideration. Let 
us consider this table. 

Ordinal Number Masculine Feminine 

1st ولmو�] اmا 

2nd [�
� � ا�\
 ا�\

3rd S�
 ا�\
�\� ا�\

4th QُKا
 ا�
ا�MK ا�

5th ُ̀ �
�
��� ا�� ا�

6th ُدس
 ا��
د�I ا��

7th QُK
�Mا��
K ا��  

8th ُن
 ا�\
��� ا�\�

9th QُI
 ا��
�MI ا��

10th 
ُy
Mة ا�
y
Mا� 

11th 
l� دى

دا�0
 ا�0َl� �$  

12th 
l� [�

 ا�\َl� � �
 ا�\

13th 
l� S�

 ا�\َl� �\�
 ا�\

14th 
l� QKا

 ا�َl� �MKا
 ا�

15th 
l� `�
�
 ا�َl� ���
� ا�

16th 
l� دس

 ا��َl� �Iد
 ا��

17th �ا�
l� QK
  
َl� �MK
 ا��

18th 
l� ��

 ا�\َl� ���
 ا�\

19th 
l� QI

 ا��َl� �MI
 ا��

20th  ون
lMونَ ا�
lMا� 

21st ون
lMدى وا�

ونَ ا�0lْMد$ُ� وا�
 ا�0

22nd ون
lMو ا� [�

ونَ ا�\lMو ا� � �
 ا�\

23rd ون
lMو ا� S�

ونوا�\
�\ُ�  ا�\lMا�  
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(a) Ordinal numbers agree in gender with the qualified nouns 

(b) The position of numbers one to ten within a sentence determines their 
cases -nominative, genitive or accusative. The same rule is applicable to 
numbers like thirty, forty, fifty and so on. 

 
(c) The ordinals from ‘eleventh’ to ‘nineteenth’ also agree in gender with 

the qualified noun. They are indeclinable, remaining in accusative case 
at the end two components irrespective of the grammatical case of the 
qualified noun. 

 
(d) The ordinals from ‘twentieth’ to ‘ninetieth are identical in form and are 

invariably used with masculine and feminine nouns. 
 
(e) If the ordinals from ‘twentieth’ to ninetieth are joined to the ordinals of 

the units. These latter precede, and the two are joined by the 
conjunction (  َو  )’and’.   

 
Self Assessment Exercise 
State the Arabic equivalents of the following ordinal numbers for masculine 

and feminine: 5th, 10th, 12th, 20th, 23rd, 30th, 31st, 45th 

 

4.0 CONCLUSION 

 Numbering or counting system in Arabic language takes care of genders 
– masculine or feminine with the appropriate grammatical rules affecting the 
two. There are two types of numbering system – the cardinal and the ordinal. 
Each of the two types has its peculiar grammatical features which we have 
dealt with in this unit. 
 
5.0 SUMMARY 
  

There are two types of numbering system in Arabic and each of the two 
types features specific grammatical regulations. The two types received 
adequate attention in this unit. 
 

6.0 TUTOR MARKED ASSIGNMENT 

1. State the grammatical rules affecting the cardinal numbers from 11-29 
with relevant illustrations 

2. Identify the grammatical rules affecting the ordinal numbers 
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MODULE 4 

UNIT 2:  ARABIC PARTICLES 

 1.0  Introduction 

 2.0  Objectives 

 3.0  Main Content 

  3.1 Particles Defined 

  3.2 Jussive Particles 

  3.3 Subjunctive Particles 

  3.4 Genitive Particles 

  3.5 Inna and its Associates 

  3.6 Kāna and its Associates 

 4.0  Conclusion 

 5.0  Summary 

 6.0  Tutor Marked Assignment 

 7.0  References and Further Readings 

 

1.0 INTRODUCTION 
�Pُ         ا��(ْ&ِ  

 Noun, verb and particles are considered as parts of sentence(s) in Arabic. 
The present lesson focuses the particles in Arabic, drawing attention to the 
types of particles and how each type of particles and how each type functions 
in Arabic constructions. 
 

2.0 OBJECTIVES 

At the end of the unit, you should be able to  

- identify the difference between the noun, verb and particle in Arabic 
- discover how particles function when they occur in sentences 
- identify the types of particles in Arabic 

3.0 MAIN CONTENT 

3.1 Introduction 

 Particles are utterances which bear no meaning in isolation until they 
are added to other words – nouns or verbs. They function as parts of Arabic 
sentences which are three, namely ism(noun) fi’l (verb) and harf(particle). 
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Some of the particles are applicable only to verbs, e.g. hurūf ‘an-nasb 
(subjunctive particles) and huruf ‘al-jazm (jussive particles). Genitive particles 
hurūf ‘an-jarr are restricted to nouns while inna and kāna with their associates 
function when they are applied to nominal sentences. 
 

3.2 Jussive Particles            رع�
 Q3م ا��&> ا��

 (The Jussive Mood of the Present Tense)        


وف ا�q4م ا�� � V �� ف
V Nh?I رع إذا
8��َ
, أََ�ْ�, َ�ْ�: q4$م ا���M ا��� ,

, أ8��ََِ�ْmمُ اv ,2ِCْ8مُ ا��v . 

 The present tense verb assumes the jussive mood when it is preceded by 

any of the jussive particles mentioned above; e.g.  

 

‘Zayd did not read his lesson        NُIَْأْ زَْ$ٌ< دَر
َhْ$َ �ْ�َ            

‘Do not sit on  the bed’        
ِ$
ْ̀ َ�َ�] ا��8ِ �ِ4ْ�َ vَ  

 The verbs succeeding the jussive particles in the two sentences are in 

the jussive mood because they are preceded by the particles. Sukun, an 

orthographical character written as a small circle above the quiescence 

constant is used for this mood. 

 Furthermore, some jussive particles cause declension of two present 

tense verbs, and entails that the doing of the first action is a condition that 

precipitates the second action. These are known as conditional particles and 

they include 

َ�َ�
, ي}أَ, َ�َ�], َ�ْ�, َ�
, اِنْ ْVَ ,
َ�
, آَْ َ�َ�Cْ�َ ,
 ,   أ8$َ
نَ, أَْ$َ�َ�
, إِذَْ�

Here are some examples: 

If you work hard, you will be successful                 Wْ4َ�ْ�َ >ْCِ�َ4ْ�َ  إنْ 

Whoever does good will get better rewards 
ا َ$ ً ْ@َ �ْMَ�ْ$َ �ْ�َ NُKَ4ِْ< َ.َ*ا  

 The first sentence is commenced with a conditional jussive particle and 
it is followed by a present tense verb in a jussive mood indicated by 
Sukūn(quiescence). If we stop on the first verb, the meaning of the sentence 
remains incomplete until the second verb is added. 
 The verb following the conditional particle is the protasis (conditional 
verb) and the action in it precipitates the action in apodosis (the reply of the 
conditional verb). The combination of the three – the particle, the protasis and 
the apodosis gives a meaningful statement. 
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Self Assesment Exercise 

- Use the following particles in sentences with appropriate ilustrations: 

                              ��,   
�mم اv   ,
 ا$��
,   آ -,   �

 

3.3 Subjunctive Particles    R�5 ا��&> ا��
�رع      

 (The Subjunctive Mood of the Present Tense) 


وف ا���� ا�� � �$��� ا���M ا�V �� ف
V Nh?I رع إِذا
,        ِ�َ�], 8�Vَ], إِذَنْ, آ], ْ��, اَنْ: �

 .vمُ ا�04*د

The present tense verb assumes the subjunctive mood when it is 
preceded by any of the subjunctive particles mentioned above; e.g. 
 

I want to go to the school                                     رِ$ُ< اَنْ أَذْهََ� اَِ�] اْ�َ�ْ<رIََِ�أُ

I study/ am studying in order to serve the country      ُ<مَ اْ�َ*َ�َ�أ8�Mَ�َََ� آَ] أَ@

  

The first sentence consists two present tense verbs. The first is in the 
nominative case because it is not preceded by any particle while the second is 
in the accusative or subjunctive mood because it is preceded by one of the 
subjunctive particles. The same explanation is applicable to the two present 
tense verbs featuring in the second sentence. The sign for this mood is (-) 
indicating fathah. 
 

Self Assesment Exercise 

- Construct sentences featuring       ,�� ,م ا�04*د, اذنv   [�V  

3.4 Genitive Particles ِّ
Dَ�ْوفُ ا
ُTُ            

 (The Genitive Mood of a Noun) 



وف ا�4
6 ا�� � 4$ّV �� ف
V Nh?I اذا �I/: ا�اَِ�], ِ�ْ ,�ْ�َ ,[�َ�َ ,[Rِ ,8ءُ, رُب
 , اْ�َ�
فُ, اْ�َ?

 A noun appears in genitive mood when it is preceded by any of the 
genitive case particles mentioned above; e.g. 
 

I write/ am writing the lesson in the note book  
ِ�َRْ8>ا� [Rِ َأَآُْ�ُ� ا�<8رْس       .  

The farmer is going to the farm                                    َ$Tْهَُ� اoَ�َ�ْحُ اَِ�] اْ�ُ?ْ�َ�
نِ
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 On the first sentence, the last noun is in the genitive mood because of 
the particle preceding it. The same is applicable to the last noun on the second 
sentence. The sign (-) is used to show this mood. 
 

3.3 Inna and Its Associates    �$َOُا َUَْاِن( وَ أ 

�ِ�ْ�َRَ 
ِ?َ�
 َ�َ�] اْ�ُ�ْ?َ�َ<إِ وَ اْ�َCَ�ُاِن8 وَ أَْ@َ*ا �@>�

 وَ ُ$َ�َ�] َ@َ?َ
هََ?َ�
 وَ َ�ْ
QُRَ اْ�َCَ�ُIَْ�] ا�اْ�ُ�ْ?َ�َ<أَ وَ ُ$َ �َ 

 Inna and its associates function on subject and predicate. When the 
particle or any of its associates precedes a nominal sentence, it changes the 
subject from nominative into accusative case and retains the predicate in the 
nominative case. The associates of inna are: 

  آ[ن8�Mَ�َ ,8, َ�ْ َ',  َ�ِ��8, اَن8, إِن8
The lady is really patient                                     اِن8 اْ�ِ?ْ�َ' َ�ُ?*رَةٌ  

I know that the student is hardworking    >ٌCِ�َ4ْ�ُ �َ�ِ
  6��َْ�ُ' اَن8 ا�>8

Let us consider more examples 

i)   ٌ>Cِ�َ4ْ�ُ >َ�َ*َ�ْإن8 ا 

The sentence was originally  >ٌCِ�َ4ْ�ُ >ُ�َ*َ�َْا , consisting a subject (�ُ*َ�ْا>ُ ) in the 

nominative case indicated by (ا����) and a predicate (>ٌCِ�َ4ْ�ُ) in the nominative 

case also indicated by (ا����). When the emphatic particle (8اِن) begins the 

nominal sentence, the subject (>ُ�َ*َ�ْا) becomes accusative (>َ�َ*َ�ْا) but the predicate 

remains nominative. The accusative is indicated by (�0ا���) since the subject is 

singular. 

If any of the particles begins a nominal sentence consisting a subject and a 

predicate both of which are dual, the subject which was originally in the 

nominative case indicated by (-�mا) assumes the accusative case indicated by 

 as (ا�m-) and the predicate remains in the nominative case indicated by (ا� 
ء)

you have learnt while treating the secondary vowels (Module 3, Unit 2). Let us 

consider few examples: 

 ْ$ِ� Cِ�َ4ْ�َُ<انِإِن8 اْ�َ*َ�َ<  -اَْ�َ*َ�َ<انِ Cِ�َ4ْ�َُ<انِ               

َ�
نِ              
َ�
نِ 9ِ�َ َ?َ hِ0َ�َْنِ –ا
�َ
َ 9ِ�َ �ِ ْ�َ?َ hِ0َ�ْإِن8 ا 

 If any of the particles begins a nominal sentence consisting a subject 

and a predicate both of which are sound masculine plurals, the subject which 

was originally in the nominative case indicated by (ا�*او) assumes the 
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accusative case indicated by  )ء
)ا�   and the predicate  remains in the 

nominative case indicated by )ا�*او( . Let us consider few examples: 

  ُ>*نَإن8 اْ�ُ�ْ�ِ�ِ� َ� َ�lِ –اَْ�ُ�ْ�ِ�ُ�*نَ َ�lِ ُ>*نَ 

َ�
هُِ
ونَ –اIُ>ِ�ْCَ�ُ�َْ*نَ َ�
هُِ
ون  �َ Iِ>ِ�ْCَ�ُ�ْإِن8  ا 

 If any of the particles begins a nominal sentence the subject of which is 

a sound feminine plural, the subject assumes the accusative case indicated by 

 :Let us consider these examples .(ا���
ة)


تُ َ�
هَِ
اتٌ Vَoَ�َ�َْاتٌ –ا

تِ َ�
هَِVَoَ�َ�ْإِن8 ا 


تُ aَِ<$َ<اتٌ?َ hِ0َ�َْاتٌ -ا>َ$>ِaَ ِت
?َ hِ0َ�ْ
8�    إِ

 

Self Assesment Exercise 

- Begin each of these sentences with (8إِن) or any of its asociates: 

١ -       
َ�
هُِ �ُ�ِ
 ا�>8

َ�
نِ       -٢>َCِ�َ4ْ�ُ ِن
 اَْ�ِ?ْ�َ�

  اَْ�ُ�ْ�ِ�ُ�*نَ َ�lِ ُ>*نَ       -٣


تُ aَِ<$َ<اتٌ       -٤?َ hِ0َ�َْا 

 

3.4 Kāna and its Associates          �$َOُا َUَْآَ�نَ وَ أ 

QُRَ
ْ�َRَ 
ِ?َ�
 َ�َ�] اْ�ُ�ْ?َ�َ<إِ وَ اْ�َCَ�ُنَ وَ أَْ@َ*ا

 وَ ُ$َ�َ�] َ@َ?َ
هَ
َ�] اIَْ�اْ�ُ�ْ?َ�َ<أَ وَ ُ$َ� �<@� آََ?َ�
 وَ َ�ْ�ِ�َ� اْ�َCَ 

 Kāna and its associates function on subject and predicate. When the 
particle or any of its associates precedes a nominal sentence, it retains the 
subject in the nominative case and converts the predicate into accusative case. 
The associates of Kāna are 

َ�
رَ, آَ
نَ ,Wَ?َ�َْ0َ], اPَْتَ, ا
Kَ ,[�َ�َْ8��َ, ا. 
 

The student was hardworking آَ
نَ ا��Cِ�َ4ْ�ُ Tُ �ِ�ْ6ً<ا             

The cold became severe.     
                    yَِ<$ً<ا دَُ�
رَ اْ�َ?ْ

 Let us consider more examples: 

   >ٌ$>ِyَ ُد
 (i)      آَ
نَ اْ�َ?ْ
دُ yَِ<$ً<ا –اَْ�َ?ْ
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 The first sentence is nominal. It consist a subject and a predicate, both 

of which are in the nominal case. The second sentence consist the same 

subject and predicate but begins with (َن
 The particle has changed the case .(آَ

of the predicate from the nominative (>$>ِyَ) to the accusative (ا>ً$>ِyَ) 

        (ii)              ُة>َCِ�َ4ْ�ُ �ُ?َ�ِ
�ِ' ا�>8
ِ�َ?ُ� Cِ�َ4ْ�َُ<ةٌ            -اَ�>8َ
آَ  

 The first sentence consist a subject and a predicate. The second sentence 

consist the same subject and predicate but begins with (ن
 which has made (آ

the predicate accusative. Note that the feminine ending (ء
 (آ
ن) is suffixed to (ا��

because the subject (�ُ?َ�ِ
 is feminine (اَ�>8

 

Self Assesment Exercise 

- Begin each of the following sentences with  ن
)آ  ) or any of its associates: 

  ١-  QٌIِاَْ�َ�ْ َ<انُ وَا 

 اَْ�َ�ْ<رaَ �ُIََِ<$َ<ةٌ -٢                     

  ٣-  Qٌ$
ِIَ ُر
<َhِ�َْا 

  ٤-  >ٌCِ�َ4ْ�ُ Tُ �ِ�ْ6��َا 

َ�
Rَِ ٌ� اَ��8َ�
ءُ  -٥   

4.0 CONCLUSION 

 Particles in Arabic are joined with the other components of Arabic 
sentence(s) – verb or noun to make each sentence(s) become meaningful. 
There are various types of particles in Arabic, each type performs specific 
function in Arabic constructions. Some of these particles function when 
applied to Arabic verbs while others function when applied to Arabic nouns. 
 

5.0 SUMMARY 

 You have learnt about particles in Arabic in this unit. You are now 
familiar with the types of particles and how each type functions in Arabic 
constructions 
 

6.0 TUTOR MARKED ASSIGNMENT 

Use the following particles in sentences      


تَ, اَْ�َ�], آَ
نَ, َ�
رَ  Kَ ,�ْ�ِ ,ُف
َ�َ�], َ�ْ َ', آََ[ن8, أَن8, ا�َ�     
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MODULE 4 

UNIT 3:  ARABIC SENTENCES 

 1.0  Introduction 

 2.0  Objectives 

 3.0  Main Content 

  3.1 Complete Sentence 

  3.2 Nominal Sentence 

  3.3 Verbal Sentence 

 4.0  Conclusion 

 5.0  Summary 

 6.0  Tutor Marked Assignment 

 7.0  References/Further Readings 

 

1.0 INTRODUCTION                   Pُ�
ا��(ْ&ِ  
  

In the Arabic language, there are three basic parts of speech as 
recognised by orthodox Arabic grammarians. These are verbs, nouns and 
particles. The Arabic verb, like its English counterpart, expresses different 
aspects of action. 

The Arabic noun is however, wider in concept than the English noun. 
Hence in Arabic, the noun includes the English concepts of nouns, pronouns, 
adjectives and adverbs while Arabic particles include conjunction, preposition 
and interjection. 
 

2.0 OBJECTIVES 

 At the end of this unit, you should be able to 

- define a complete sentence in Arabic 

- identify a nominal sentence and the various types of constructions under 

this heading 

- identify a verbal sentence and the various features of a verbal sentence 

 

 



ARA 382                             Arabic Grammar II 

 93

3.1 Complete Sentence            ٌ3ُْ�َ�ٌ� ُ#ِ�"7َة 


�<ةَR > �$ ىTآ � ا�

�ً� ا��� �ً��a [��$ ًة> �� �ًoآ 

و $��] أ$� . 

 A synthesis that gives a full meaning is called a complete sentence. A 
complete sentence in Arabic consist components which embrace nouns, verbs 
and particles. The combination of these components gives a complete 
statement. Some sentences may be complete with two of the components 
while some may be adequate with just a component. Statement like  ٌّ2�ِ�َ �ََذَه 
 �ِIََاَِ�] اْ�َ�ْ<ر“Ali went to school” is complete. It embraces noun ( �ِIََا�َ�<ر) and 
( {2�ِ�َ ) as well as verb ( �ََذَه) and particle ( [�َِا). 
 Equally, statement like َ�
ذُ   Iْmُمَ ا
�َ  “The teacher (has) slept” is complete 
as it s made up of a noun (ُذ
�َIْmُا ) and a verb (َم
�َ) 

 Imperative verb like   �ُْ̂  “stand up”  ْ̀ �ِaْا , “sit down” and ْR�ُْاُآ “write”  
which obviously seem to be one word each, are indeed enough for a speech. 
This is because actually they are not single words as they appear to be. Rather, 
they are sentences comprising two words, one of which is expressed but the 
other one is implied ('َ� ,which the listener understands from the command (اَْ
even though it is not expressed verbally. 
 

Self Assesment Exercise 

- State the basic parts of speech in Arabic with appropriate illustrations. 

 

3.2 Nominal Sentence  �ُ"َ�ِ�ْ8ِا �ُ�َ�ْDُ�َْا 

 Basically, there are two types of sentences in Arabic. These are the 
nominal and the verbal sentences. Nominal sentence is defined as: 

�ًَّ �ِIْا �ً�َ�ْaُ [�َ�َ�ُ 

آَُ� ِ�ْ� ُ�ْ?َ�َ<اٍ وَ َ@َ?ٍَ�َ�َ �ٍ�َ�ْaُ {�ُآ 
Any sentence comprising subject and predicate is a nominal sentence. This in 
essence, connotes that nominal sentences commence with a noun. Examples of 
nominal sentences are: 
 

The hardworking one is successful            Wٌaِ
�َ >ُCِ�َ4ْ�ُ�َْا 

The female student is gentle ِ�َ?ُ� َ�ُ?*رَةٌ                     
ا�>8  

Zaynab is intelligent َِ̂�ٌ�                                    زَْ$َ� 
�َ �ُ  

Ibrahim is just 
اهِ ُ� َ�
دِلٌ َKِْا                                                    

 The first words of the four examples given in Arabic above are nouns, 
so the sentences are nominal. The examples contain subjects and predicates 
which are the basic components of nominal sentences. These are simple 
nominal sentences. Sentences in this category may be longer but no matter the 
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length, subject and predicate will eventually emerge as the basic components 
of such sentences. In addition, both the subject and the predicate should be in 
the nominative case as noted in the given examples. 
 When a nominal sentence is constructed, the predicate of its subject 
may be one of the five varieties noted below: 
(i) A Simple Noun 

 The man is an engineer             ٌس>ِ�ْCَ�ُ �ُaُ8
 ا�8
 The woman is a trader                 ٌة
َaِ
 اَْ�َ�ْ
أَةُ َ�

The second word in each of the two examples given above is a simple noun, in 
the nominative case. It is the predicate of the sentence 
 
(ii) An Adjective 

 The student is dutiful 
ِ�ُ� Cِ�َ4ْ�ٌُ<                            ا�َ>         
 The room is large                                �ٌMَIِةٌ وَا
 ا4ْ0ُ�ََْ
 
The second word in each of the examples given above is an adjective. It is the 
predicate of the sentence, in the nominative case. 
 

(iii) Prepositional Phrase 

 The cat is under the bed 
                  �8اuhِ�َْ} 0ْ�ََ' ا� ِ$
ِ  
 The book is on the table اَْ�ِ�َ�
بُ َ�َ�] اْ�َ�ْ�َ�ِ�                 

 The second and third words in each of the examples given above are the 
combinations of a prepositional particle and a definite noun. The combinations 
serve as the predicate of the sentence in a nominative case. 
 
(iv) Verbal Clause 

 The student went to the market *ق   lا�} ا��Tُ �ِ�ْ6 ذَهََ� اَِ�]    

 The teacher sat on the chair 
ِ$
َ̀ َ�َ�] ا��8ِ �َaَ �ُ6�Mَ�ُا�       

In the first example, the expression is a verbal clause because it starts with a 
verb. The clause is the predicate of the sentence in a nominative case. The 
same is applicable to     62Iِ
َ�َ�] اْ�ُ�ْ    َ̀ �َaَ in the second example. 
 
(v) Nominal Clause 

 The woman is sleeping on the bed        
ِ$

ِ�َ�ٌ� َ�َ�] ا��8ِ�اَْ�َ�ْ
أَةُ َ  
 The man is sitting on the chair ٌ̀ �ِ
aَ �ُaُ8
          َ�َ�] اْ�ُ�ْ
62Iِ ا�

Note that the word �ُ�َ�ِ
�َ (a sleeper, somebody sleeping) is translated in this 
context as “is sleeping”. Literally, the sentence would mean “The woman is a 
sleeper on the bed” or “The woman sleeps in the bedroom”. The word is 
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derived from the verb َم
�َ (to sleep). Using the common paradigm of �MR as 
basis then the derived will take the form of �ٌ�َ�ِ
�ّ . This form represents the 
active participle of a verb in Arabic. The clause   
ِ$

ِ�َ�ٌ� َ�َ�] ا��8ِ�َ  is nominal. It is 
the predicate of the sentence in the nominative case. This same explanation 
goes for the second sentence 
 
Self Assesment Exercise 
- When a nominal sentence is constructed, the predicate of its subject may be 
one of the five varieties noted above. Cite relevant illustrations for each of the 
varieties. 
 

- What are the basic components of nominal sentences? 

 

3.3 Verbal Sentence                     �ُ"َ�ِ&ْ�ِ�ْا �ُ�َ�ْDُ�ّْا 
�ً َ�ِMْRِ �ً�َ�ْaُ [8��َ�ُ �ٍ�ِ
Rَ َو �ِMْRِ �ْ�ِ �َُآ
َ�َ�َ �ٍ�َ�ْaُ {�ُآ 

 Having noted that a nominal sentence is the one which commences with 
a noun, we should now consider the verbal sentence.Verbal sentence is the one 
which begins with a verb, which is succeeded by its doer (subject) such a verb 
may be past tense or present tense verbs. Examples of verbal sentences are: 
 

The student went to the school  
ِ�ُ� اَِ�] اْ�َ�ْ<رIََِ�             ذَهََ� ا�ّ>َ  

The girl sat on the seat َ�َ�] اaَ'ُ                           >ِMَhْ�َ�َْ�َ�ِ' اْ�ِ?ْ�   

The student goes to the school  �ِIََاَِ�] اْ�َ�ْ<ر �ُ�ِ
          َ$Tْهَُ� ا�>8

The girl sits on the seat >ِMَhْ�َ�ْاْ�ِ?ْ�ُ' َ�َ�] ا ُ̀ �ِ4ْ�َ                              

   

The first word of each of the four examples given in Arabic above is a 
verb. The first two are in the past form while the remaining two are in the 
present form. 
 When constructing verbal sentences, however the following rules 
should be considered. 
 
(a) When the preceding verb to the subject is on the third person, the verb 
must always be singular whether the subject itself is singular, dual or plural; 
e.g. 
 
(i) The Muslim prayed in the mosque                           ُ�ْ�ِ�ُ� Rِ] اْ�َ�ْ�4ِِ<8��َ] اْ�
 The (two) Muslims prayed in the mosque              8��َ] اْ�ُ�ْ�ِ�َ�
نِ Rِ] اْ�َ�ْ�4ِِ<  
 The (many) Muslims prayed in the mosque          نَ Rِ] اْ�َ�ْ�4ِِ<8��َ] اْ�ُ�ْ�ِ�ُ�*  
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(ii) The female student sat in the classroom aََ�َ�ِ' ا�>8
Rِ �ُ?َ�ِ8] اْ�َ�ْ�ِ�                    

 The (two) female student sat in the classroom aََ�َ�ِ' ا�>8ِ�َ?َ�
نِ Rِ] اْ�َ�ْ�ِ�          

 The (many) female students sat in the classroom  
?َ�ِ8
تُ Rِ] اْ�َ�ْ�ِ� aََ�َ�ِ' ا�>8  

 Each of the three sentences in group (i) is commenced with a verb in 
singular form in spite of the fact that the construction is referring to dual in the 
second example while it is referring to plural in the third example. The same 
explanation is applicable to the three examples in group (ii). 
 

(b) The verb must agree with its subject in gender; e.g. 

 The teacher has arrived             ُذ
�َIْvُا 
َ�َVَ 

 The child has slept 
مَ اoَ9ُ�ْمُ�َ                               

 From the examples above, it will be noted that the verbs agree with the 
subjects because the subjects are masculine so the verbs are also in masculine 
usage. Let us consider more examples: 
  

Hind has closed the door �hَ�َْ' هِْ�ُ< اْ�َ?
بَ َ                   

 The (female) Principal has travelled 
تِ ا�َRَ
Iَ�ُُة
َ$>ِ    

 Verbs here are different from the ones cited earlier because of the 
addition of the suffix (ت ) which indicates that the subjects in the sentences are 
feminine. As opposed to English usage where the same verbs are used for both 
masculine and feminine, differences between the two are noted in Arabic, as 
contained in the examples given above. 
 
(c) The subject of the verbal sentence must always be in the nominative 
case. From the examples given so far, it will be noted that the subjects are all 
in the nominative case. This is based on the grammatical rule which states that 
subjects should always be in nominative case, either by the application of 
direct vowel or any of its substitutes. 
 
(d) The object of the verb should always be in the accusative case. This is 
also as a result of certain grammatical rules which states that object occurring 
in a sentence should always be in the accusative case, either by applying direct 
vowel or any of its substitutes; e.g. 
  
Mahmud cut a tree <ََ̂�ُ0ْ�َ Qَ                              ًة
َ4َyَ ُد*  
Fatimah wrote a letter                    �ً�َ
Iَِر �ُ�َ�ِ
Rَ 'ْ?َ�ََآ 

Self Assesment Exercise 
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- State the grammatical rules guiding the construction of verbal sentences  

 

4.0 CONCLUSION 

 A synthesis that gives a full meaning is called a complete sentence. A 
complete sentence in Arabic consists of nouns, verbs and particles. Some 
sentences may be complete with two of the components while some may be 
accurate with just one of the three. Basically, there are two types of sentences 
in Arabic. These are the nominal and the verbal sentences. You have learnt 
about these two basic types and the various classifications coming under the 
two types in this unit. 
 
 
5.0 SUMMARY 
 You have learnt what a complete sentence is, in this unit. The unit has 
also discussed the two types of sentences in Arabic with relevant illustrations. 
 
6.0 TUTOR MARKED ASSIGNMENT 
 
- Differentiate between nominal and verbal sentences with relevant 

examples 
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